
Chicago—Thousands of people packed into Daley 
Plaza on Aug. 14 for the National Moment of Silence. 
Observed in 90 cities, it was called to respond to the 
police killing of Michael Brown, an 18-year-old African 
American, in Ferguson, Mo. Like Eric Garner in New 
York (see page 11), Brown was apparently shot down for 
talking back to the police while Black. Protests over his 
killing were met by days of police riots, including shoot-
ing rubber bullets and tear gas at protesters, arresting 
reporters and trying to shut out media coverage.

Observers noted the increasing militariza-
tion of heavily armed police departments, who 
looked like a mostly white occupying army in 
mostly Black Ferguson. That is a problem, but 
the greater truth is that the arms and armor only 
showcase the institutional nature of the police 
force and the way that many cops think and act.

This was well understood in Chicago, where police 

harassment and brutality toward Blacks and Latinos 
is an everyday experience, even when it does not end in 
murder, as it did with the killing of 22-year-old Rekia 
Boyd by an off-duty police officer in 2012. Similar vio-
lence in other cities was on everyone’s minds, as shown 
by the dozens of homemade cardboard signs bear-
ing names of people killed by cops across the country, 
from Aiyana Jones in Detroit to Kiwane Carrington in 
Champaign, Ill., from Christopher Roupe in Euharlee, 
Ga., to Duanna Johnson in Memphis.
THE COUNTRY STANDS IN SILENCE

At 6:20 PM, in time with other events from coast to 
coast, we observed four minutes of silence—one minute 
for each hour that Brown’s body was left lying on the 
sidewalk. During that period we held our hands in the 
air, each clasping the hands of the people next to us. 
After four minutes, it was painful. A speaker reminded 

ISIS, U.S. 
both savage Iraq

The explosive advances of the army of the self-
proclaimed Islamic State (IS), crossing from Syria into 
northern and central Iraq, have brought deeper miser-
ies to the Iraqi people who might have expected they 
had already endured the worst, including the effects of 
U.S. imperialist policy. Atrocities from mass shootings 
and beheadings to systematic kidnapping and rapes of 
women—that the world and U.S. foreign policy ignored 
when IS carried them out against anti-Assad revolu-
tionaries in Syria—in Iraq no longer remained hidden. 

As well armed as IS forces were in Syria, thanks 
to Saudi and other fundamentalist support, they are 
now equipped like a state power courtesy of the U.S.-
supplied Iraqi army. Iraqi troops fled in the face of a 
small IS force around Mosul, abandoning their bases 
and the city. With those heavy weapons IS threatened 
approaches to Baghdad, overran strategic Iraqi towns, 
and began carrying out a convert-or-die genocide of the 
Yazidi people. 
UPSHOT OF U.S. STANCE ON SYRIA

The ineffective political choices, limited by pragma-
tism, that Obama made in the face of the Syrian Revo-
lution since 2011 haunt him now. In Egypt, the U.S. 
supported Mubarak, not the Arab Spring revolutionar-
ies of Tahrir Square, until Mubarak no longer repre-
sented stability. And while the U.S. offered early criti-
cism of Assad’s regime, there were only empty words of 
encouragement but no meaningful material support to 
anti-Assad revolutionaries.

But as the victims of Assad’s counter-revolution ex-
ceeded 100,000 dead and counting, even that fig leaf of 
U.S. opposition to Assad disappeared—and at the very 
moment last year that he “crossed the red line” and 
used chemical weapons on civilians, especially children, 

The Israeli military has taken serious casualties in 
this ground incursion, but the one-sided battle testifies 
in other ways to Hamas’ weaknesses. Military weak-
ness, for one, as their large arsenal of rockets hasn’t 
proven to be any real military threat; and ideological 
weakness, as they have launched them in random at-
tacks on civilian targets, rather than in combat, which 
did nothing but add to a general atmosphere of inhu-
manity and counter-revolution. 

This ideological weakness was illustrated 
again when a Hamas 
representative claimed 
credit for the kidnap 
and murder of Israeli 
youths Naftali Fraenkel, 
Eyal Yifrach, and Gilad 
Shaar. This doesn’t jus-
tify even one Israeli at-
tack on the population 
of Gaza—nor the mon-
strous lynching of Mo-
hammed Abu Khdeir by 
settlers. Nevertheless, it 
will be used in just that 
way. Thus does a narrow 
cult lay its claim on a 
people’s history.

Journalist Asmaa al-
Ghoul’s response to Israel’s 
murder of nine of her family 
members speaks volumes 
regarding the inhumanity 

of bombing a civilian population: “If it is Hamas that 
you hate, let me tell you that the people you are killing 
have nothing to do with Hamas. They are women, chil-
dren, men and senior citizens whose only concern was 
for the war to end, so they can return to their lives and 
daily routines. But let me assure you that you have now 
created thousands—no, millions—of Hamas loyalists, 
for we all become Hamas if Hamas, to you, is women, 
children and innocent families.”
REVOLUTION IS THE CONTEXT

Hamas, however, doesn’t represent the Palestinian 
people. Further, it must be understood that 2014 isn’t 
2008. The vision of new possibilities in human rela-
tions raised by the Arab Spring revolutions posed new 
ground for addressing the old conflict between Israe-
lis and Palestinians. Revolution compels a rethinking 
of Israeli history (and not only by Israelis) all the way 
back to the founding of the state. 

The mere hint that this kind of radical rethinking 
might happen gave the Israeli Right all the incentive it 
needed to attempt to bury such ideas beneath today’s 
massacres. It is a continuation of what has been going 
on for many decades, and is a part of a world counter-
revolutionary push. Raya Dunayevskaya pointed to the 
way past Israeli governments have “taken advantage 

by Gerry Emmett
The loss of lives and vast destruction visited upon 

Gaza in Israel’s current criminal war has surpassed 
the horror of 2008’s brutal “Operation Cast Lead.” Over 
2,000 Palestinians have been killed to date, mostly ci-
vilians, including hundreds of children. Bombing hasn’t 
spared hospitals, schools, homes for the disabled, waste 
treatment plants or UN compounds. Thousands of 
buildings—whole neighborhoods—have been leveled. 
Between Egypt’s destruction of the economically vital 
Sinai tunnels and Israel’s destruction of Gaza’s only 
power plant, the tenuous 
life of Gazans has been 
further devastated.

West Bank protests 
against the Gaza mas-
sacre have also been met 
with extreme brutality 
by Israeli soldiers, kill-
ing 12 more Palestinian 
civilians as of now.

This has been col-
lective punishment on a 
vast scale, disproportion-
ate to any actual threat 
posed by the largely in-
accurate rockets being 
fired into Israel. As in 
previous conflicts, the 
presence of open advo-
cates of genocide (like 
Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Avigdor Lieberman, 
or Minister of the Economy Naftali Bennett) in Israel’s 
government makes nonsense of claims that Israel’s war 
is only “defensive.” 

In any case, the stated reason for Israel’s war isn’t 
the real reason. The genuine spark that set off this cur-
rent round of fighting was the formation on June 2 of 
a Palestinian unity government, agreed to by Hamas 
as a concession to reality. The Islamist organization 
has been weakened by the turns of regional politics in 
the wake of the Arab Spring upheavals. Losing patrons 
to Syria’s revolution (Syria’s Bashar al-Assad and his 
patron, Iran) and Egypt’s counter-revolution (former 
president Mohamed Morsi) has left Hamas relatively 
isolated, and supported mainly by U.S. allies Qatar 
and Turkey.
THE MANY FAILINGS OF HAMAS

What was more decisive was that the formation 
of a unity government was a revolutionary demand 
raised by Palestinian youth and revolutionaries as part 
of Arab Spring: “The people want the downfall of the 
factions.” The masses well understand that neither 
Hamas nor the Palestinian Authority were capable of 
representing their demands, and that the struggle be-
tween them was meant to give both of them room for 
continual sellouts and counter-revolution.
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During a 12-hour cessation of hostilities on July 27, families returned to 
Shujaiya in Gaza, scene of some of the heaviest Israeli bombing. Thousands 
who fled returned and searched for family members. About 150 bodies were 
uncovered from the rubble.EDITORIAL

Nurses vs. Kaiser
by Htun Lin

Contract bargaining has begun between the Cali-
fornia Nurses Association (CNA) and Kaiser Perman-
ente. CNA has steadfastly rejected management’s de-
mand to hold negotiations in closed sessions. 

CNA stated in a position letter that contract bar-
gaining sessions have always been open to any rank-
and-file nurse who wants to attend. CNA said they are 
not about to change that tradition. Besides, as the CNA 
flyer asks pointedly, “Kaiser, what are you trying to 
hide from our nurses?”

Rank-and-file nurses complain that, after the 
grand opening of the new hospital, patient safety is still 
seriously compromised as they struggle with manage-
ment’s gross negligence. As one of my co-workers said, 
“It doesn’t matter how advanced your hi-tech machines 
are, you’re still not going to get safe, quality care if you 
don’t have happy caregivers. How can you expect us 
to be happy when we’re chronically ill-equipped, inad-
equately supplied, poorly staffed and poorly trained?”

CNA and other healthcare advocates stepped up 
their criticism of Kaiser during the launch of the Af-
fordable Care Act (ACA) which mandated mental 
health services. Health workers faced a flood of new pa-
tients as Kaiser embarked on an aggressive enrollment 
campaign to scoop up as many new members as pos-
sible through the healthcare exchanges, while cutting 
staff and denying access. Kaiser officials argue that it 
is being targeted for criticism over its care only because 
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WOMENWORLDWIDE
late], it was not rape. Even though his penis penetrated 
your vagina, because he stopped, it was not a crime.”

• A college basketball player who was reported to 
have raped women at two different colleges was then 
accepted at Northwest Florida State College. Their 
head basketball coach, proving he cared nothing for 
women at NFSC, promised “to give this young man an 
opportunity to continue his education,” and implicitly 
the opportunity to rape again.

• In 20% of institutions it is the athletics depart-
ments that oversee cases of sexual assault.

• Military service academies are exempt from 
Title IX and thus federal remedies for those suffering 
sexual assault, despite a 2003 investigation that found 
that 20% of women had been sexually assaulted at the 
Air Force Academy.
SELF-ORGANIZATION AND SOCIAL MEDIA

While the fight against rape has been continuous 
for five decades, new is the self-organization of college 
women who speak out against rape and creatively use 
social media to tell their stories and to organize others. 

Women students and faculty members created the 
Occidental College Sexual Assault Coalition when they 
had enough of that Los Angeles college mishandling 
rape cases. Thirty-seven current and former students 
filed two federal complaints against Occidental and be-
gan reaching out to women at other schools. They co-
founded End Rape on Campus to aid others in filing Ti-
tle IX complaints. Another breakthrough in early 2013 
was when Annie Clark and Andrea Pino, along with 65 
other students from the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, filed a complaint about the mishandling 
of their rape cases. Then Kylie Angell together with 
six other University of Connecticut students filed com-
plaints under the Clery Act and Title IX. 

Pino and Clark reached out to their sisters at 
Dartmouth, the University of Southern California, UC 
Berkeley, Swarthmore, Occidental and more. Social 
media—Twitter, Facebook, Tumblr, blogs, online maga-
zines—was key; it was the way women told our stories. 
Speaking out about rape is never easy, but speaking 
out against rape where you may have been drinking 
too much, knew your rapist, or didn’t resist in a way to 
get beaten up enough to show the bruises, is especially 
hard. It’s hard because even after 50 years, even after 
the fact is known that rape may be about sex but it’s 
also about violence and power, even after all the work 
women have done, we still get blamed. Yet these women 
spoke—and acted. 

That is why the pragmatist Obama decided it was 
time to move and Republicans, who have never done 
anything for women but get in our way and try to take 
away our freedoms, have signed their names to legisla-
tion that would help women in the fight we have been 
waging for a very long time. The truth is they can’t and 
won’t do it for us; we must keep the struggle and the 
movement in our own hands.

Fighting rape is in our hands
by Terry Moon

Since the beginnings of 
the Women’s Liberation Move-
ment in the early 1960s, we 
have been fighting rape, and 

rape culture. Finally, 50 years later, a U.S. president is-
sued some mild recommendations on how to fight rape 
on college campuses, and two Democratic women have 
introduced legislation to make colleges more account-
able for preventing and dealing with campus rapes.

While any forward movement is welcome, this has 
little to do with caring about women. Senator Claire 
McCaskill crows about how her bill has “bipartisan 
support,” but Republicans who co-signed it are hostile 
to women’s rights. Charles Grassley and Marco Ru-
bio voted against reauthorizing the Violence Against 
Women Act, Rubio is an anti-abortion fanatic, Kelly 
Ayotte voted against the Paycheck Fairness Act, and 
Dean Heller supports big business at every opportu-
nity, throwing women and youth under the bus to do so. 
They want their names on this bill only so they can cite 
it when rightly accused of being part of the Republican 
army’s war on women.
DOING IT FOR THEMSELVES AND OTHERS

That years of action by women—and most recently 
great activity from college women, many of whom expe-
rienced rape and the criminally insufficient response to 
it from their schools—is making a difference is judged, 
not by what the President and a few legislators do, but 
by the fact that it was the tremendous movement from 
below that forced reluctant politicians to finally move.

Can there be any doubt that movement is justified? 
This is only a little of what women have experienced in 
the hallowed institutes of higher learning:

• The University of Southern California purposely 
classified sexual assault on its campus as an “injury re-
sponse” to prevent the Los Angeles Police Department 
as well as the campus Department of Public Safety 
from being notified of the crime. The campus police told 
a rape survivor: “Because he stopped [i.e., didn’t ejacu-

Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza, by 
Gloria Anzaldúa, 25th anniversary 4th edition (Aunt 
Lute Books, San Francisco, 2012)

The Introduction to this 25th anniversary edition 
opens with the shocking reminder that Borderlands 
was one of the books banned under a 2012 law prohib-
iting Mexican-American studies in Tucson, Ariz., pub-
lic schools. Since its publication in 1987 it has been a 
watershed and not only for Chicana lesbian-feminist-
activist writers. Gloria Anzaldúa’s work always bridged 
her own insights to a universality of borderlands: geo-
graphic, spiritual, cultural, sexual.
ANZALDÚA’S LANGUAGE OF REBELLION

The book’s seven essays and several dozen poems 
are in English and Spanish and include elements of In-
dian languages forcing readers out of our comfort zones. 
Anzaldúa takes up Chicano history, Indian legends, 
language as identity and rebellion, love, the spiritual 
world, labor, sexuality, and feminist theory. Dreams 
and cultural myths are made real and woven into her 
experience. Imagery is painful, yet hopeful, as in “Let-
ting Go”: “It’s not enough/ deciding to open. You must 
plunge your fingers/ into your navel…/spill out the liz-
ards and horned toads..nobody’s going to save you…You 
will have to do, do it yourself” (pp.186-187).

In an interview, Anzaldúa cautions us not to “just 
pick some parts of Borderlands…the angrier parts are 
often ignored as they seem to be too threatening…” 
(p.271). Yet within the context of the whole, the es-
say “La conciencia de la mestiza: Towards a New Con-
sciousness” presents a powerful philosophic approach 
especially important for today’s freedom struggles.

“Cradled in one culture, sandwiched between two 
cultures, straddling all three cultures and their value 
systems, la mestiza undergoes a struggle of flesh, a 
struggle of borders, an inner war…Like others having 
or living in more than one culture, we get multiple, often 
opposing messages.

 “But it is not enough to stand on the opposite river 
bank…a counterstance locks one into a duel of oppressor 
and oppressed…both are reduced to a common denomi-

nator of violence…At some point, on our way to a new 
consciousness, we will have to leave the opposite bank, 
the split between the two mortal opponents somehow 
healed so that we are on both shores at once and, at once, 
see through serpent and eagle eyes. Or perhaps we will 
decide to disengage from the dominant culture, write it 
off altogether as a lost cause, and cross the border into a 
wholly new and separate territory. Or we might go an-
other route.” (pp. 100-101).
THE NEEDED MESTIZA CONSCIOUSNESS

Within the individual, Anzaldúa sees the work that 
the soul performs as “where the possibility of uniting all 
that is separate occurs. This assembly is not one where 
severed or separated pieces merely come together…In at-
tempting to work out a synthesis, the self has added a 
third element which is greater than the sum of its sev-
ered parts. That third element is a new consciousness—
a mestiza consciousness—and though it is a source of 
intense pain, its energy comes from continual creative 
motion that keeps breaking down the unitary aspect of 
each new paradigm…A massive uprooting of dualistic 
thinking in the individual and collective consciousness 
is the beginning of a long struggle, but one that could, in 
our best hopes, bring us to the end of rape, of violence, 
of war.” (p. 102.)

The essay flows to a needed Chicana feminism: “it 
is imperative that mestizas support each other in chang-
ing the sexist elements in the Mexican-Indian culture…
Men, even more than women, are fettered to gender 
roles…We need a new masculinity and the new man 
needs a movement” (p. 106).

Anzaldúa’s vision of going beyond reaction to ac-
tion, the self introducing a new consciousness which 
both includes and transcends past oppositional, dual-
istic thinking, resonates strongly with the Hegelian 
“negation of the negation”: that creation of something 
entirely new which allows a new humanity to exercise 
many possibilities. Borderlands remains a fundamen-
tal spiritual and intellectual guidepost for serious revo-
lutionaries today. —Susan Van Gelder

‘Borderlands/La Frontera’ — a review

WOMAN 
 

REASON
AS

The international human rights community is 
calling upon the Mauritanian government and police 
to protect Aminetou Mint El-Moctar, a lifelong activ-
ist renowned for her work in combatting all forms of 
discrimination, violence, and harmful practices against 
women and children. In June, a leader of an extremist 
group, “Friends of the Prophet,” issued a fatwa calling 
for her death. She was targeted for publicly demand-
ing a fair trial for Cheikh Ould Mkheitir, a young man 
charged with apostasy, as well as for her work against 
sexual violence. Police refused to file a report, instead 
telling her to talk with the man who issued the fatwa. 
Mint El-Moctar has been forced to relocate with her 
children and has hired a bodyguard. 

*   *   *
In July, the Obama administration announced a 

major study of female genital mutilation (FGM), which 
has been illegal in the U.S. since 1996, to determine 
how many women in the U.S. are living with its health 
consequences and how many girls are at risk of “vaca-
tion cutting.” The practice of taking girls to their coun-
tries of origin for FGM was banned by federal law in 
2013. Investigators will look at Britain’s efforts in fight-
ing FGM. The study is a response to an online petition 
by Atlanta activist and FGM survivor Jaha Dukureh, 
whose network, Safe Hands for Girls, counsels about 
16 survivors and potential victims per day. Dukureh 
was inspired by 17-year-old Fahma Mohamed, who 
launched a successful online petition to get the UK to 
address the issue in schools.

*   *   *
In August, Maryam Mirzakhani, who grew up in 

Iran, studied at Harvard, and is now a professor at 
Stanford, became the first woman to win the Fields 
Medal, informally called “the Nobel prize of mathemat-
ics.” As a student at a girls’ high school in Tehran in 
1995, she convinced her principal to start math prob-
lem-solving classes like the ones at the boys’ high school 
so she could make Iran’s International Mathematics 
Olympiad team. She became the first Iranian student 
to achieve a perfect score in that competition.

Putting the ‘human’ 
in human services

Chicago—On July 28 I attended a meeting about 
putting the “human” back in human services in Illinois. 
Several government officials were invited to hear our 
complaints, including State Representative Mary Flow-
ers and Michelle Saddler, Secretary of the Department 
of Human Services (DHS). 

The audience, mostly Black people living in poorer 
neighborhoods, talked about not being able to get the 
minimum services from DHS that they were entitled 
to. One woman had her food stamps reduced from $215 
a month to $12 without an explanation. The last time 
her friends checked in on her, she was eating cat food 
out of necessity. 

A company, Maximus, was hired by the state 
to “end Medicaid fraud.” All they did was send 
random people letters telling them that their 
Medicaid was being cut off, again with no expla-
nation. People going to the DHS office to find 
out how to get back on Medicaid found that, due 
to a new “assembly-line service” in most offices, 
they no longer had a case worker to talk to. They 
ended up talking to someone who knew nothing 
about their cases and couldn’t help them. 

People from the mental health community talked 
about the closing of many neighborhood clinics. They no 
longer had anyplace to get their medication or to talk 
to someone, and many were ending up in the hospital.

We were angry and vocal. We talked about the of-
ten unbearable burdens we had taken on to make sure 
a loved one got the services they needed. Several case-
workers spoke out. One talked about having her case 
load go from 500 to 2,000, making it impossible to keep 
up with everyone’s needs. She spoke of knowing that 
people often wait a year or more for services from DHS 
and the Department of Rehabilitation Services and 
that sometimes, when she finally makes a required 
visit, the person has died. She worried that the lack 
of services contributed to that person’s death. She also 
talked about problems in their offices, including rats, 
dirty bathrooms and a system of dealing with people 
that left them frustrated and angry.

Mary Flowers agreed that the situation was a mess 
and needed to be changed but she had no ideas on how 
to do so. Michelle Saddler said yes, “But the situation 
is getting better and we need to know that. We need 
to be patient and let them take care of things.” This 
was a blatant lie and disrespectful to the audience and 
everything we’d been saying. I challenged Saddler and 
other people joined in and a heated argument started 
with Saddler blaming the audience members for the 
problems!

Unfortunately, the forum ended without any talk of 
the kind of new society that might address these prob-
lems and what that would mean for the current situa-
tion.  —Suzanne Rose

by Artemis
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of a CNA campaign over staffing, as if healthcare access 
and staffing were separate issues.

SEIU, our union for service workers, would have 
jumped at the chance to comply with management’s de-
mands if they represented the nurses and therapists. 
SEIU officials agree with management that the offi-
cials are the union and they manage the rank and file. 

Kaiser negotiates in secret with SEIU. Rank-and-
file members are not involved until they are asked to 
endorse a pre-ordained result. Many workers complain 
that when they want to file a grievance, SEIU officials 
never return their calls. But we workers are summoned 
by SEIU to attend meetings where the corporate head-
quarters announce new cost-control mandates.

Kaiser management was recently caught, like VA 
officials, doctoring records to hide lengthy wait times 
for mental health services. Previously, in June 2013, 
the California Dept. of Managed Health Care had fined 
Kaiser $4 million—the second largest penalty in the 
agency’s history—for systematic negligence and denial 
of access to mental health services for its members. 
KAISER DEHUMANIZED PATIENTS & WORKERS

When six mental health patients took their own 
lives last October (See Aug. 13 East Bay Express), care 
workers demanded that Kaiser increase staffing, giv-
en their “unsafe and unsustainable” workload. Their 
demands were ignored. The widow of a patient who 
committed suicide complained, “No one at Kaiser ever 
looked at my husband as a human being. They treated 
him like a medical record number...I thought Kaiser 
would be cost-effective...a fatal mistake.”

The capitalist wants to forget about the actual 
laborer in the workplace where what is important is 
getting them more profit out of our labor power. SEIU 
follows management in forgetting the laborer, which 
cannot be separated from labor power. This separation 
is at the heart of our alienation in the shop.

Management begins its systematic negligence to-
wards patients by ignoring the thoughts and opinions 
of us workers. Patients are treated like commodities on 
an assembly line because workers’ activity, our labor 
power, is treated as a commodity first. It is from this 
commodity every other commodity is derived.

This attitude separating thinking from doing unites 
management and labor officials. Treating patients like 
human beings begins with treating the worker like a 
complete human being. Only by reclaiming our laboring 
activity united with our thoughts can we, as a society, 
overcome the barriers to humane care for patients and 
a humane workshop.

Detroit—“Water is a Human Right!” was the cry of 
over 1,000 who marched here on July 18. Protesters in-
cluded retired city workers, small union contingents, 
Netroots Nation Convention bloggers and nurses from 
National Nurses United. Since March, Detroit’s Wa-
ter and Sewerage Dept. (DWSD) had shut off water to 
15,000 residents behind by up to $150 or behind 60 days 
on their bills.

For the city to exit bankruptcy, Detroit’s Emergen-
cy Manager Kevyn Orr’s “Plan of Adjustment” requires 
DWSD (which serves Detroit plus 127 surrounding 
communities) to become a major revenue source instead 
of a liability with a $93 million debt. Orr proposed re-
gionalizing or privatizing water service, which would 
greatly limit Detroit’s elected city government’s control 
over the water system. 

For decades before Orr escalated DWSD hostili-
ties—including a new 8.7% rate increase only in Detroit 
to compensate for the city’s unpaid bills—citizens have 
been angered by DWSD’s arrogant and incompetent 
customer service. One payment center—where custom-
ers often wait for hours—has no public restroom!

After the UN condemned the water shut-offs 
in June and bankruptcy Judge Steven Rhodes 
demanded an explanation, Orr reversed course, 
declared a 15-day moratorium on water shut-offs 
and suddenly returned control of the department 
to Mayor Mike Duggan. Duggan announced that 
he would resume the shut-offs on Aug. 25, with a 
substantial support system for needy customers.

Neither the moratorium nor assistance funds 
would have happened without the ongoing protests, 
which focused international attention on the July 18 
demonstration. Activists blocked the gates at Homrich, 
holder of a $6 million contract for water shut-offs. Al-
though the contract covered business as well as resi-
dential customers, Homrich was equipped only for resi-
dential shut-offs. Since then DWSD says they are also 
shutting off businesses. Protests forced the reopening 
of a million dollar water assistance fund, which only be-
came available on July 7. On July 24, a Canadian Water 
Convoy brought bottled water to a People’s Water Sta-
tion at a downtown church. 

The Canadian water was symbolic. People like me 
from all over the city are sharing our water with peo-

Detroit says ‘Water is a Human Right!’
ple who don’t have it—like the family with the broken 
pipe—as an additional protest. Most people are angry; 
many may not be visibly protesting but are doing so 
with methods like sharing water, chasing off the turn-
off water crews, or supporting illegal turn-ons.  With-
out active serious protests we wouldn’t have gained 
even modest improvements.

Unfortunately much public discourse has fo-
cused on whether Detroit residents should pay 
their bills. The debate ignores the realities of 
poverty and the battles with customer service to 
correct billing errors. 

Nearly one-third of Detroit residences are blight-
ed—homeowners in poverty and landlords who don’t 
pay taxes or make repairs. One family hasn’t had run-
ning water since February because of broken plumbing. 
Why should any customers pay for DWSD’s decades-
long history of corruption and mismanagement? 

Detroit activists continue to hold “Freedom Fri-
days” (patterned after North Carolina’s “Moral Mon-
days”) to keep up the pressure for water as a human 
right. For more information, visit http://DetroitDebtM-
oratorium.org.  —Susan Van Gelder

Workers paid weakly
New York—It insults our intelligence to claim that 

the proposed increase in the minimum wage from the 
existing $7.25 an hour to $10.10 in 2016 is enough to 
keep a family above the poverty line. President Obama 
signed an executive order raising the minimum wage 
for workers on future federal contracts, and 65% of 
Americans approve raising the minimum wage for all 
workers. Yet there is vehement opposition from reac-
tionary forces, and opposition from the Republican-con-
trolled House dooms the measure.

The standard of living of Americans today is less 
than it was in 1972. If wages had kept up with increas-
es in productivity and inflation, the average worker’s 
wage of $20.39 an hour today would be about $38 an 
hour. By the same measure, the minimum wage would 
be $18 an hour. An estimated 27.8 million people would 
benefit even from $10.10 an hour, reducing by 4.6 mil-
lion the number of people living in poverty.

Opponents claim raising the minimum wage would 
result in layoffs and higher prices while only benefiting 
teenagers in summer jobs, although the average min-
imum-wage worker in this non-recovery is 35. These 
kinds of bogus arguments, although they monopolize 
the media, are beside the point. 

The point is the welfare of the American people, 
and the ideas proposed for solutions nibble around the 
edges without dealing with the essential failures of the 
economic system that generates these contradictions 
that produce the inhumanity we face over things like 
the minimum wage.  —Michael Gilbert

Put miners in charge 
Detroit—A mid-May fire killed 301 miners by car-

bon monoxide poisoning due to mine owners’ negligence 
in the worst coal mine disaster in Turkey’s history (See 
July-August N&L). First reports indicated that the fire 
started when a transformer blew up. A subsequent in-
vestigation revealed that smoldering coal had caught 
fire, but gave no explanation of why it was smoldering. 
There was speculation about defective electrical wiring 
insulation in contact with coal.

Prime Minister Recep Erdogan went to Soma, the 
site of the mine. Instead of displaying compassion, he 
became combative with the stricken mourners. He ex-
pressed the capitalist excuse that such accidents occur 
in mines. (This same sentiment expressed by United 
Mine Workers union President Tony Boyle following the 
Farmington mine disaster in West Virginia in 1968 cost 
him the union presidency in spite of fraud and murder.) 
Erdogan’s behavior infuriated the Turkish people, and 
precipitated protests throughout the country—protests 
that were dispersed by tear gas and water cannon.

  Four coal company officials have been arrested, 
including the mine manager, and charged with causing 
many deaths and injuries by their negligence. Accord-
ing to Turkish law, the penalty is three to l5 years in 
prison, but it remains to be seen if they will even be put 
on trial. The judge assigned to the case raised an inter-
esting question, asking mine officials why they didn’t 
act to warn the miners of danger when sensors detected 
the carbon monoxide before the fire started. A satisfac-
tory answer is yet to come.

In charge of the mine since 2009, the Soma Mining 
Company hasn’t explained how the fire spread over 2.3 
square miles underground. The answer may never be 
known, because the company has sealed the mine.

Miners and mine investigators had made many re-
ports of safety violations before the fire. As usual, these 
violations were only disclosed after the tragedy. There 
is no one who knows the safety conditions in a mine as 
well as the miners who work there every day. That is 
why the mines will never be safe until the miners have 
effective control of safety in the mines.

—Andy Phillips

The process of steel production, in contrast to as-
sembly line work, imposes a rhythm of all-out team 
labor, then waiting for the next task. Workers shower 
at the job—like a military unit or a sports team. Homo-
phobes have predicted a breakdown in morals if Gays 
were allowed in a barracks or locker room. It turned out 
that Gays and Lesbians were already there. 

Steel Closets: Voices of Gay, Lesbian, and 
Transgender Steelworkers, by Anne Balay, proves 
that LGBT steelworkers were in the mills. Balay 
based her book on the experiences of 40 long-time 
steelworkers, 20 men and 20 women. Homopho-
bic and transphobic workplaces and threats of 
violence forced almost all workers to hide their 
sexual orientation and gender identity, and large 
chunks of their lives, at work. The current Unit-
ed Steelworkers (USW) contract with steel com-
panies omits sexual orientation protections. One 
worker who was outed by his ex-wife was fired 
the next day. 

An official at USW headquarters in Pittsburgh 
noted that there were no official complaints of LGBT 
discrimination filed through the union. The risks of fil-
ing a complaint might outweigh the costs of further ha-
rassment. Many of the workers in the book mistrusted 
union stewards who discouraged LGBT workers from 
filing grievances, or did not pursue grievances that, in 
their minds, affected just a single worker or two.

The testimony from the 20 Lesbian workers be-
gins in 1974 when steel companies hired women for the 
first time—women had not even been hired in steel as 
war workers in World War II—in a consent decree that 
also mandated increased hiring of African Americans. 
Balay concludes from their stories that Gay men had 
it rougher in the mills than Lesbians, partly because 
simply being women was threatening in itself to some 
bosses and co-workers. Yet they had to stay closeted: 
two former co-workers only knew each was a Lesbian 
when the book’s contributors met at a book launch.

 By providing proof that LGBT steelworkers exist, 
this book has become a weapon in the class struggle. 
A Gary, Ind., local worked with Balay on a resolution 
mandating inclusion of gender identity and gender ex-
pression under members’ protections, and saw it rati-
fied at the 2014 USW Convention in August.

—Bob McGuire 

WORKSHOPTALKS
continued from p. 1

Homeless on the move
Los Angeles—On Aug. 1, 30 Los Angeles Commu-

nity Action Network activists of all races, including 
many formerly homeless, protested in Skid Row and ad-
jacent downtown. We were demanding that the home-
less be housed in the largely vacant Cecil Hotel, which 
had been designated low-income housing. Earlier this 
year the LA County Board of Supervisors and the hotel 
owner agreed to house the homeless at the Cecil, but 
changed their minds because of pressure from down-
town developer and gentrifier Tom Gilmore.

With a caravan of shopping carts used by the home-
less and the sound of drums, we marched in high spirits 
from Skid Row to Gilmore’s office, protesting his and 
the Central City Association’s opposition. Our banners 
and signs included: “Would you like to see me in a tent 
or in the Cecil?” and “House keys not tents!” We chant-
ed, “People that live in the streets, can’t afford a bite to 
eat,” and “Housing is a human right!”

We then marched to the Cecil Hotel and set up a 
symbolic homeless tent. We ended our protest by chant-
ing: “We’ll be back, we’ll be back!” —Basho

Altgeld Gardens residents picketed the Chicago Housing Authority on 
June 26. They told N&L that the CHA contracts with Walsh Construction 
to work on housing projects like Altgeld Gardens, which is 97% Black. 
But Walsh refuses to follow Section 3, which requires 30% of new hires 
to be CHA or low-income Chicago area residents. Picketers said that 
Walsh won’t hire community residents or African Americans at all, even 
residents who are qualified and have union cards. 

Picketing for jobs

‘Steel Closets’

 Franklin Dmitryev / News & Letters
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specification, as also the reverse process from individ-
ual to universal through canceled individuality or spe-
cific determination.”3 

TAKE A SECOND LOOK at the phrase, “the 
mediated result” and remember that our object is the 
party and that we are working out the triangular rela-
tionship not only politically but philosophically; that, 
syllogistically speaking, the party is the totality, the 
mediated result of the three layers

4
 and at the same 

time it is what it is by its relationship to the proletariat 
outside, on the one hand, and to the universal of social-
ism, on the other hand, except 
that the two are now not “on 
the one hand” and “on the oth-
er hand” but interpenetrated.

Hegel goes on (p. 804): 
“Spirit is the movement of the 
self which empties (external-
izes) itself of self and sinks it-
self within its own substance, 
and qua subject, both has gone 
out of that substance into it-
self, making its substance an 
object and a content, and also 
supersedes this distinction of 
objectivity and content” [PhB, 
p. 804; PhM, p. 490].

So Socialism too as it “ex-
ternalizes” itself in parties, 
and in this case I mean not 
the vanguard grouping but 
the Paris Commune, the Sovi-
ets, the CIO, and so is Hegel 
talking of history: “The other 
aspect, however, in which 
Spirit comes into being, His-
tory, is the process of becom-
ing in terms of knowledge, a 
conscious self-mediating pro-
cess—Spirit externalized and 
emptied into Time” [PhB, p. 
807; PhM, p. 492]. But he does not leave it at history 
(which includes historic development for us not only 
of the above, but the historic development of the party 
1903, 1920-3, now). He ends Absolute Knowledge with:

“The goal, which is Absolute Knowledge or Spirit 
knowing itself as Spirit, finds its pathway in the recol-
lection of spiritual forms (Geister) as they are in them-
selves and as they accomplish the organization of their 
spiritual kingdom. Their conservation, looked at from 
the side of their free existence appearing in the form of 
contingency, is History; looked at from the side of their 
intellectually comprehended organization, it is the Sci-
ence of the ways in which knowledge appears. Both to-
gether, or History (intellectually) comprehended (beg-
riffen), form at once the recollection and the Golgotha 

of Absolute Spirit, the reality, the truth, 
the certainty of its throne, without which 
it were lifeless, solitary, and alone” [PhB, p. 
808; PhM, p. 493].

NOW THE WAY I SEE THIS con-
nect with the Logic [SLII, p. 466; SLM, p. 
824] where I left off before I began jumping 
around, is that where the “various phases” 
could have meant stages of development 
within the party such as 1903, 1920-23, etc., 
the recognition of the different manners of 
the existence of Absolute Idea as Nature and 
Spirit, or the country and something like 
the CIO rather than a “strict party” meant 
you are a fool if you cannot recognize the 

party in that for that is socialism just as at one time it 
was sufficient to define it as “electricity plus soviets.”

5
 

The world concepts, the American roots, and us. We will 
come back to that, but now I wish to return to Hegel 
as he develops his Absolute Idea logically. On the next 
page (467) he writes: “Thus the logical Idea has itself as 
infinite form for content....As opposed to form, content 
appears as Other and as given....”

“The Absolute Idea itself has only this further con-
tent, that the form-determination is its own perfected 
totality—the pure Notion....What remains therefore to 
be considered here is not a content as such, but the uni-
versal element of its form—that is, the method.” [SLII, 
p. 467; SLM, p. 825].

In the party both as political organization and as 
3. G.W.F. Hegel, Phenomenology of Mind, translated by J.B. 

Baillie (Allen & Unwin, 1931), p. 790; quotations in this let-
ter are from this edition, hereafter referred to as PhB. Page 
numbers are also given for the translation by A.V. Miller 
(Oxford University Press, 1979), hereafter referred to as 
PhM, in this instance p. 480.

4. The Johnson-Forest Tendency, led by C.L.R. James, 
Dunayevskaya, and Grace Lee Boggs, developed a theory 
of “three layers” within organizations, roughly the intel-
lectual leadership, experienced activists, and rank and file. 
Dunayevskaya’s May 1953 letters heralded a new concept of 
the relationship between the “movement from theory” and 
the “movement from practice that is itself a form of theory.”

5. Lenin stated that “Communism is Soviet power plus the 
electrification of the whole country” (Collected Works of V.I. 
Lenin—hereafter referred to as LCW—Vol. 31, p. 419).

FROM THE WRITINGS OF
RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA

Editor’s note: Dunayevskaya’s May 12, 1953, 
letter—presented in two parts, here and in the next 
issue—is one of the historic-philosophic writings in-
cluded in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Hu-
manism, which singled out her May 1953 letters on 
Hegel’s Absolutes as that philosophic moment. On the 
25th anniversary of the book’s publication, we consid-
er that a new exploration of its contents is timely for 
our world struggling for the survival, deepening and 
spread of today’s revolutions, beset as they are by both 
counter-revolution and self-limiting ideologies.

1953 letters on Hegel’s Absolutes

Dear H [Grace Lee Boggs]:
I am going to take the plunge and if it turns out 

that I have behaved like a bull in a china shop—well, 
I simply have to take my chances or I will never get to 
sleep nights at all. There is no concrete problem that I 
meet daily, no matter how minor, that doesn’t send me 
scurrying to [Hegel’s] Logic and by now I’m so drunk 
with it all that I brazenly shout that in the dialectic of 
the Absolute Idea is the dialectic of the party and that 
I have just worked it out.

Just like that. I have taken the plunge. But I will 
restrain myself from beginning with the conclusions 
and the differentiation of us from Lenin and even us 
from 1948

1
 but I will have you bear with me as I go 

through the whole last chapter of the Logic. However, 
before I do so, let me state what I am not doing: 1) I am 
not touching upon the mass party; the workers will do 
what they will do and until they do we can have only 
the faintest intimation of the great leap. 2) This is not 
1948, but 1953; I am not concerned with spontaneity 
versus organization, nor with Stalinism which the 
workers will overcome.

I am concerned only with the dialectic of the van-
guard party of that type of grouping like ours, be it 
large or small, and its relationship to the mass.

LET’S BEGIN WITH THE BEGINNING: “The 
Absolute Idea has now turned out to be the identity of 
the Theoretical and the Practical Idea....’’2 At this mo-
ment this means to me that the party is the identity or 
unity of the activity of the leadership and the activity 
of the ranks. “Each of these by itself is one-sided and 
contains the Idea itself only as a sought Beyond and an 
unattained goal; each consequently is a synthesis of the 
tendency, and both contains and does not contain the 
Idea...” [SLII, p. 466; SLM, p. 824]. And further down 
on the same page we have the warning that the Abso-
lute Idea “contains the highest opposition within itself.”

While the staggering truth of this last phrase sinks 
in, I will make one more quotation from that page: 
“The Absolute Idea is the only object and content of 
philosophy. As it contains every determinateness, and 
its essence is to return to itself through its 
self-determination or particularization, it 
has various phases. It is the business of phi-
losophy to recognize it in them. Nature and 
Spirit are different manners of presenting 
its existence...” [SLII, p. 466; SLM, p. 824].

Because the party is the only object and 
content of our philosophy here, I wish to 
make two jumps here. One is to contrast to 
the manner in which Other is explained on 
this page where “Notion...as person, is im-
penetrable and atomic subjectivity; while at 
the same time it is not exclusive individual-
ity, but is, for itself, universality and cogni-
tion, and in its Other has its own objectivity 
for object” [SLII, p. 466; SLM, p. 824]. Here then Other 
is the proletariat outside. What I wish to contrast to it 
is the description of Other when the Notion is further 
developed on p. 477 where Other turns out to be, not 
the proletariat outside, but the party itself. Hegel says:

“The second or negative and mediated determina-
tion is at the same time the mediating determination. 
At first it may be taken as simple determination, but in 
truth it is a reference or relation; for it is negative—the 
negative, however, of the positive, and includes the lat-
ter. It is not therefore the Other of a term to which it is 
indifferent, for thus it would be neither an Other, nor a 
reference or relation; it is the Other in itself, the Other 
of an Other. It thus includes its own Other, and so is 
contradiction, or the posited dialectic of itself” [SLII, 
pp. 476-77; SLM, pp. 834-35].

The other jump that I referred to that I wish to 
make is to leave the Logic for a moment and go to the 
last chapter in [Hegel’s] Phenomenology. In that chap-
ter on Absolute Knowledge Hegel writes: “The object 
as a whole is the mediated result [the syllogism] or 
the passing of universality into individuality through 

1. C.L.R. James’s Notes on Dialectics, or “Nevada Dialectics,” 
was written in 1948.

2. G.W.F. Hegel, Science of Logic, Vol. II, translated by W.H. 
Johnston and L.G. Struthers (MacMillan, 1929), p. 466; quo-
tations in this letter are from this edition, hereafter referred 
to as SLII. Page numbers are also given for the translation 
by A.V. Miller (Humanities Press, 1969), hereafter referred 
to as SLM, in this instance p. 824.

the realization of the theory of knowledge, the “form-
determinations” or form of relations between leaders 
and ranks, between the various layers, and within each 
layer tells the whole story. There is no content outside of 
that. Or, once again to stick close to Hegel, “The method 
therefore is both soul and substance, and nothing is ei-
ther conceived or known in its truth except in so far as 
it is completely subject to the method...” [SLII, p. 468; 
SLM, p. 826].

HEGEL BRINGS THIS development of method 
to a climax by contrasting sharply what it is to inquir-

ing cognition, where it is “in 
the position of a tool, of a 
means which stands on the 
subjective side, whereby the 
method relates itself to the 
object” [SLII, p. 469; SLM, p. 
827] to what it is in the dialec-
tic: “But in true cognition the 
method is not merely a quan-
tity of certain determinations: 
it is the fact that the Notion 
is determined in and for itself, 
and is the mean only because 
it equally has the significance 
of objective, so that, in the 
conclusion, it does not merely 
achieve an external determi-
nateness through the method, 
but is posited in its identity 
with the subjective Notion” 
[SLII, p. 469; SLM, p. 827].

It is directly after this 
that Hegel discloses to me 
the secret of something that 
I have been chewing over like 
a dog does a bone, for many 
a moon—the intuition of the 
leader which he calls “in-
ternal intuition.’’ First, let’s 
watch the process of arriving 

at internal intuition: 1) method only has to have a be-
ginning and so that is where we must begin; 2) but this 
beginning (and he warns later that “neither in actual-
ity nor in thought” is there any beginning “so simple 
and abstract as is commonly imagined”) is not “the im-
mediate of sensuous intuition” which “is manifold and 
individual”; 3) no, this beginning is “internal intuition” 
[SLII, pp. 470-71; SLM, pp. 827-29].

Secondly, note the contrast between “the immedi-
ate of sensuous intuition” and which comes from that 
which is, from the way, we would say, the third layer 
lives, and “the internal intuition” of the leader which 
comes from the way he thinks.

Jam these two opposites together, and you will 
first understand a sentence back on p. 467: “The self-
determination therefore in which alone the Idea is, is 
to hear itself speak...” [SLII, p. 467; SLM, p. 825]. In a 
word, the self-development of socialism, objectively and 
subjectively, gives off impulses which come one way 
to the leader, another way to the class as a whole, but 
what is important is that it is determined to appear “to 
hear itself speak.” And the beautiful part about the “in-
ternal intuition” is that this “beginning must be inher-
ently defective and must be endowed with the impulse 
of self-development” [SLII, p. 471; SLM, p. 829].

So that, finally, we reach Hegel’s conclusion that 
nothing in life or in thought has a beginning so simple 
as is imagined but that “every beginning must be made 
from the Absolute, while every progress is merely the 
exhibition of the Absolute....The progress is therefore 
not a kind of overflow, which it would be if in truth that 
which begins were already the Absolute; rather the 
progress consists in this, that the universal determines 
itself and is the universal for itself, that is, is equally 
also individual and subject. It is the Absolute only in its 
completion” [SLII, pp. 471-72; SLM, p. 829].

SO ALTHOUGH WE BEGAN WITH the univer-
sal of socialism and although we have seen socialism in 
the various phases of the Commune, the Soviets, the 
CIO, it is not yet IT for it can be it “only in its comple-
tion.” The new society will not be until it is; now we see 
only intimations, approximations, but it is nevertheless 
all around us, in the lives of the workers and in the 
theory of the party, so until the solution of the conflict 
and the abolition of the division [between mental and 
manual labor], we are back to stages of development: 
“cause is the highest stage in which the concrete Notion 
as beginning has an immediate existence in the sphere 
of necessity; but it is not yet a subject which, as such, 
preserves itself also in its actual realization” [SLII, p. 
472; SLM, p. 830].

Here I wish you to remember that in this page 
and in the next is where Lenin made his own 16-point 
definition of the dialectic, the essence of which was 
three-fold [LCW 38, pp. 220-22]: 1) the transforma-
tion of anything into its opposite (collapse of Second 
International); 2) the absolute in every relative which 
is the transition to something else (Monopoly as eve of 

continued on p. 8
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have rid ourselves of the birthmarks of capitalism when 
a new generation can finally see all its potentiality put 
an end once and for all to the division between mental 
and manual labor.”4

Other Marxists have mined CGP for its critique 
of Ferdinand Lassalle’s doctrines or for theoretical in-
sights or rationalizations on the nature of the state or 
the transition from a capitalist to communist society. 
But Dunayevskaya is the only one to focus on how it il-
luminates the relationship of philosophy to revolution-
ary organization. She developed this further by show-
ing it as the only full organizational 
expression of Marx’s 1844 “philosophic 
moment,” meaning the moment of birth 
of a historic philosophy. 
MARX’S PHILOSOPHIC MOMENT

From its very beginning with his 
1844 Economic and Philosophic Manu-
scripts, Marx’s new Humanism spelled 
out liberation as full human develop-
ment, as a negation of communism’s 
negation of private property. But that 
was not explicit in the organizational 
manifestos and addresses that fol-
lowed. Marx certainly steered clear of 
utopian and anarchist efforts to draw 
up blueprints for the new society. 

Only with CGP—after all that de-
velopment of ideas, which was both the 
action of cognition developing the logic 
of the ideas and the response to the 
experiences in activity, organization, 
and the battle of ideas—only then did Marx write 
an organizational document that developed the 
negation of the negation as a “general view” of 
the future. CGP demonstrates the inadequacy of 
a “first phase of communist society” as a first ne-
gation of capitalism, and shows how it logically 
leads to the need for revolutionary organization 
to be grounded in the negation of the negation, 
spelled out in Marx’s “general view of where 
we’re headed for” after revolution.

None of this penetrated post-Marx Marxists’ un-
derstanding of CGP. After 15 years, the party still re-
sisted, reluctantly publishing it at Engels’ insistence, 
and only as “a contribution to the discussion” as they 
wrote a new party program, which was accepted as a 
“Marxist” model.

Lenin was the first to pay serious attention to CGP 
in his The State and Revolution. However, his analy-
sis was limited to the need for revolution to smash the 
state and how the ensuing non-state form must wither 

away. His concept of organization remained 
Lassallean and vanguardist. 

Karl Korsch, who did pose the revo-
lutionary nature of the dialectic and used 

it to attack the betrayal of the Second In-
ternational when World War I broke out, 

wrote a celebrated 1922 introduction to CGP, 
which virtually reduced it to “materialism vs. 

idealism.” His view that “Lenin’s State and 
Revolution elaborates all the relevant passages 

of CGP” did not allow him to work out an inde-
pendent concept of organization.

From there on, post-Marx Marxist commen-
tary on CGP mostly reiterated Lenin or singled out 

specific theoretical points, aside from Stalinism’s to-
tal perversion of it to baptize the continued existence 

of the law of value and the state under nationalized 
industry and the Plan—that is, state-capitalism—as 
socialism.

Before 1979, Dunayevskaya’s references to CGP 
primarily referred to the all-important projection of “af-
ter labor has become not only a means of life but life’s 
prime want”—going all the way back to an uncited ref-
erence in her 1942 “Labor and Society.”5 

The exception is her attack on Stalin’s claim that 
the law of value operates under socialism. Because the 
Stalinist argument misused CGP’s discussion of “low-
er” and “higher” phases of communism, she hit back to 
make the point that it was not Marx’s concept, and that 
“It should be noted that [the Stalinists] thereby com-
pletely identify ‘distribution according to labor’ with 
distribution according to value.”6 She was not making 
an argument there about what would happen after the 
revolution, except that if it was socialism the law of val-
ue would be abolished. 

Dunayevskaya’s Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Lib-
eration, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution—whose 
grappling with Marx’s last decade opened up a new 
concept of the totality of Marx’s Marxism with revolu-
tion in permanence at its center—took up CGP for the 
first time as the inseparability of organization and phi-
losophy. 

This was deepened with her very last writings, 
4.  Ibid., p. 7.
5.  Raya Dunayevskaya, The Marxist-Humanist Theory of 

State-Capitalism (News and Letters, 1992), p. 18.
6.  From Dunayevskaya’s 1944 article “A New Revision of 

Marxian Economics,” The Marxist-Humanist Theory of 
State-Capitalism, pp. 83-84.

by Franklin Dmitryev
In the era of Arab Spring, the creativity of masses 

in motion has brought new life to the question of revo-
lutionary organization. From the Arab countries to Is-
rael, from Spain to Occupy Wall Street, the mass occu-
pation of public spaces has been the most visible form 
of organization. 

There has been much analysis and debate over why 
these movements have been so successful in challeng-
ing the existing social order, in some cases bringing 
about political revolutions, yet have not uprooted that 
order in social revolutions.

Not to be overlooked among their accomplishments 
is the revival of a spirit of revolution. The North Af-
rican revolutions smashed the vanguardist views that 
revolution was no longer possible unless a party leads 
the masses, or that they require a blueprint to convince 
them of the viability of an alternative to capitalism.

Unfortunately, the broader debate has hardly 
touched on the relationship between organiza-
tional forms of masses in motion and the organi-
zation of thought. Consider analyses of the Occupy 
Movement. Those who appreciate its creative forms of 
organization generally act as if the movement’s sponta-
neous development can substitute for the role of ideas 
in setting its direction.1 

The pitfalls of this attitude can be seen more 
clearly where a revolution did overthrow a dictator, 
as in Egypt. The relations and ideas of the old order 
find ways of rearing their heads–not only through out-
side military and economic force, but from contradic-
tions  within  the revolution. The attempt to make a 
“non-ideological” revolution allowed the default ideolo-
gy of capitalist society, equating freedom with elections 
plus markets, to eclipse the self-activity of the masses 
and their forms of self-organization. 

The alternative to leaving all responsibility for 
ideas on the shoulders of spontaneity cannot be the 
widely discredited concept of the “vanguard party to 
lead.” The philosophy of revolution in permanence as 
an organization of thought must find an organizational 
expression, not to command or replace the movement 
from practice, but to unchain its self-development 
through a new relationship of theory and practice.
MARX’S CONCEPT OF ORGANIZATION

Raya Dunayevskaya, the founder of Marxist-Hu-
manism, began exploring this question well before the 
vanguard party fell into disfavor. A key aspect was the 
inseparability of Karl Marx’s concept of organization 
with his concept of revolution, as seen in his 
Critique of the Gotha Program (CGP). 

The Gotha Program was written by a 
leader of a socialist party in Germany that 
was thought of as “Marxist”—though not 
by Marx—as the basis for merging with 
another socialist party in 1875. Marx 
criticized it for taking an “outrageous 
step backwards” from the scientific 
understanding that he had forged of 
capitalism and its transcendence.2 
He mailed his scathing critique to 
the party leaders, who, however, 
did little with it. CGP was not 
published until 1891, years af-
ter Marx died.

The new program marked a 
shocking retrogression from the high points 
achieved by those earlier movements and by the de-
velopment of Marx’s body of ideas. He had experienced 
the revolutions that swept Europe in 1848 and the 1871 
Paris Commune, had participated in and observed rev-
olutionary parties and forms of organization emerging 
spontaneously from the masses, and had written his 
greatest theoretical work, Capital, whose post-Com-
mune French edition “has philosophy spelled out in the 
most concrete terms from fetishism of commodities to 
the new passions and new forces that go against the ac-
cumulation of capital,” as Dunayevskaya put it.3 

She wrote, “[N]o matter how Marx kept from try-
ing to give any blueprints for the future, [when he was 
confronted with the Gotha Program there was no way] 
not to develop a general view of where we’re headed for 
the day after the conquest of power, the day after we 

1.  See Ken Knabb, “Looking Back on Occupy,” www.bopsecrets.
org/recent/occupy-looking-back.htm; David Graeber, The 
Democracy Project: A History, a Crisis, a Movement (Spiegel 
& Grau, 2013); Rodrigo Nunes, “The Lessons of 2011: Three 
Theses on Organisation,” metamute.org/editorial/articles/
lessons-2011-three-theses-organisation.

2.  Quoted from CGP, which is available in many print editions 
and online at marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1875/gotha/. 
For a detailed discussion, see Raya Dunayevskaya, Rosa 
Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of 
Revolution (University of Illinois Press, 1991), chapter 11, 
“The Philosopher of Permanent Revolution Creates New 
Ground for Organization.”

3.  “Presentation on Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy 
of June 1, 1987,” in Raya Dunayevskaya, The Philosophic 
Moment of Marxist-Humanism (News and Letters, 1989), p. 
6. A new edition of this piece was featured in the March-
April 2014 issue of N&L.

which made a category of the philosophic moment. She 
maintains that Marx’s philosophic moment articulat-
ing his new humanism was ground for organization 
throughout his life. Yet she sees it being expressed 
explicitly as the relationship between organiza-
tion and principles only in CGP. She posed this 
while singling out the negation of the negation 
in Marx’s 1844 articulation of a new Humanism.7 

It is worth recalling how Marx’s statement of a 
general view of future society arose from his critique of 
a specific organizational program. The Gotha Program 

called for “a fair distribution of the 
proceeds of labor,” and said, “the pro-
ceeds of labor belong undiminished 
with equal right to all members of 
society.”

Criticizing the imprecision of 
this formulation, Marx restated it in 
these words—not as a statement of 
his own views but rather to make it 
possible to criticize its inadequacy at 
the highest level: 

“Accordingly, the individual pro-
ducer receives back from society—af-
ter the deductions have been made—
exactly what he gives to it.”

He showed that this represented 
a deeply inadequate vision of a new 
society, and concluded by criticizing 
its focus on distribution of means of 
consumption. 
TOWARD A NEW, HUMANIST 
SOCIETY

A number of Marxists took CGP seriously in theo-
rizing what a new society might encompass. Gajo Petro-
vic, a Yugoslav Marxist humanist, criticized the Stalin-
ist use of the “lower and higher phases.” He points out 
that for Marx these phases are not distinguished by 
distribution (“remuneration according to labor,” etc.), 
nor by forms of economic production. Those, he says, 
are the ultimate determinant in the epoch of “alienated 
class society.” 

“But the society that has to arise as a nega-
tion of capitalism has to be, according to Marx, 
not merely a negation of the capitalistic eco-
nomic order; it must also negate the relationship 
between the ‘spheres,’ which was characteristic 
of class society; it must abolish not only the pri-
macy of the economic sphere, but also the split of 
man into mutually estranged spheres.”8 

Petrovic goes on to quote Marx from his 1844 philo-
sophic moment, that positive humanism beginning 
from itself in “real life…is the positive actuality of man 
no longer mediated like communism by the transcen-
dence of private property….Communism is the neces-
sary form and the energizing principle of the immedi-
ate future. But communism, as such, is not the goal of 
human development, the form of human society.”9

“In other words,” continues Petrovic, “communism 
is the ‘lower’ phase, and real life is the ‘higher’ phase….
according to Marx, communism is the emergence of 
humanism.”10

Compare what Louis Dupre saw in CGP: In the 
new society, “Labor cannot be equalized….Such a policy 
may be necessary during the period immediately fol-
lowing the overthrow of the capitalist economy, but it 
cannot be the ideal of a society where labor is ‘not only 
a means to life, but life’s prime want.’ 

“Marx’s critique of mathematical equality in social 
distribution, however brief, is crucial to understand-
ing his attempt to reintegrate the sphere of economics 
with social life as a whole….he in fact denounces the 
independence of the economic sphere itself….Marx’s 
critique of the economic system is at the same 
time his critique of the society that has allowed 
its independence. The concept of productive activity 
that guides his Critique of the Gotha Program goes to 
the heart of Marx’s conception of culture….A reunited 
society integrates all productive activity….”11 

As important as these discussions are, Dunayevs-
kaya viewed this section of CGP as Marx’s exposition 
of the working out of the dialectics of revolution, of how 
revolution in permanence had to continue even after 
“communism” was reached.

Uniquely, she saw Marx as putting forth dialec-
tics of revolution inseparable from organization. Yet 
she noted the limitation of his only having singled out 
“principle” and not “philosophy,” concluding that, while 
CGP remains ground today, it does not suffice. That 
does not absolve us of working out what it means for 
our time. That begins with the labor of allowing phi-
losophy to play its role in revolution by ensuring that it 
has an adequate organizational expression.
7.  The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism, pp. 3-5.
8.  Gajo Petrovic, Marx in the Mid-Twentieth Century (Anchor 

Books, 1967), p. 159.
9.  I’ve substituted Dunayevskaya’s translation here, and 

excerpted differently from how Petrovic does it on p. 160.
10.  Marx in the Mid-Twentieth Century, pp. 160, 162.
11.  Louis Dupre, Marx’s Social Critique of Culture (Yale 

University Press, 1983), pp. 184-85, boldfacing added.

Karl Marx’s ground for organizationESSAY

Karl Marx in the 1840s
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New York News and Letters Com-
mittee prepared a flyer on Eric Garner 
headlined: “Wanted For Murder: Daniel 
Pantaleo.” It denounced the fact that the 
cops who killed Garner are still working 
and getting paid; noted the lack of jus-
tice for poor, young, and working-class 
people; and called for building 
a movement on the principles 
of Marxist-Humanism. In Har-
lem, two women asked for more 
flyers for friends. One young 
Black man, a former prisoner, de-
nounced both police violence and 
U.S. military force overseas. In a 
vigorous discussion with several people, 
all agreed that it is a travesty of justice 
that these cops are free, when anyone 
else charged with homicide would have 
been locked up. The events in Ferguson, 
Mo., were on the minds of many. M.G.

 Queens, N.Y.
***

At the rally in Chicago in support 
of Michael Brown, I talked to some guys 
who remembered the protests over the 
police killings of LaTanya Haggerty and 
Robert Russ. The fact of police killings of 
Black youth wasn’t new to them, but the 

heavy militarization was a disturbing 
development. I also noticed that all the 
military equipment Ferguson cops were 
wearing and shooting could have been a 
lot more useful if it had been given to the 
Free Syrian Army. Anti-racist activist

 Chicago
***

Besides the mur-
der of Michael Brown 
and Eric Garner, there 
has been an epidemic 
this year of brutality 
and murder. The New 
York Amsterdam News 

story, “Is Police Brutality a National 
Epidemic?” noted the Los Angeles Police 
murder of Ezell Ford (see p. 11), the Dal-
las police murder of Andrew Gaynier—
who, his attorney says, was unarmed 
when shot by the cops—and another 
possible police murder in Ferguson. Lat-
er there was another police murder in 
St. Louis. Since Michael Brown’s death 
on Aug. 9, there have been nearly 20 po-
lice murders nationwide. In 2014 alone, 
more than 600 people have been killed 
by the police in the U.S. Outraged

 New York City

***
Murrieta, Calif., has been getting 

a lot of publicity because people there 
(some, no doubt, outside agitators?) 
forced buses to leave without placing 
the migrants in a Border Patrol facility. 
Here in Escondido the City Council is 
very anti-migrant. If the Planning Com-
mission decision, rejecting a proposed 
shelter for unaccompanied migrant 
children arrested by the Border Patrol, 
is appealed to the Council, don’t expect 
anything different. Probably most of 
them won’t study the information they 
receive, just like the Planning Commis-
sion. Former social worker

 Escondido, Calif.
***

If classroom size was limited so that 
the ratio of students to teachers was 28 
to 1, many laid-off teachers would be re-
hired and students would learn more.

Manel
Los Angeles

***
I’ve been thinking about what hap-

pened to the movement in Wisconsin in 
2011. At one point the national union 
leaders took over and made a choice to 
steer the movement towards electoral 
politics to recall Gov. Walker. That 
failed. The union leaders stopped the oc-
cupation of the State Capitol Building 
and disregarded people occupying it who 
were talking of a general strike. They 
pulled away from the self-organization 
of a mass action. How could that win? 
The leaders thought they might not be 
able to control that. Organizer

 Illinois

•
BATTLEGROUND DETROIT

A quick report from battleground 
Detroit: a couple of thousand people 
filled downtown July 18, spearheaded 
by the various coalitions resisting emer-
gency management, bankruptcy and 
pension cuts; with numbers from the 
NetRoots Convention—young internet-
savvy activists—and a large contingent 
of nurses. As one old leftist told me, 
“It’s great to see so many young people 
here we don’t know, so we don’t just 
have to keep talking to the usual sus-
pects.” Because of the water shut-offs to 
residences, now totaling about 15,000, 
the march and rally focused on the de-
mand for a moratorium on water shut-
offs. The water department, now con-
trolled by the emergency manager, has 
no plans to alter the shut-off program. 
A lot of media were there and hopeful-
ly the growing public outcry will have 
some effect. Activist

 Detroit
***

Retired City of Detroit workers 
picketed AFSCME Council 25 head-
quarters because the union withdrew 
its appeal in the upcoming trial to deter-
mine whether Detroit is even eligible for 
filing bankruptcy, and whether all the 
proposed cuts to pensions in the Plan 
of Adjustment will be enacted. Answer-
ing AFSCME’s claim that they got the 
best deal possible, one retiree countered, 
“This is having a snowball effect all over 
the country, with other pension systems 
now under attack. Why couldn’t the 
union at least let it go forward without 
oral arguments? There are no guaran-
tees of anything in this plan—the cuts 
could increase.” Retiree

 Detroit

•
WOMEN’S LIBERATION

It was wonderful to read about 
Mo’ne Davis, the Philadelphia Little 
League African-American girl pitcher 
who led her team to a 4-0 victory against 
Tennessee by pitching a complete game 
shutout early in August. Her victory 

shows not only her own power, skill and 
presence, but the efforts of the move-
ments for freedom of Blacks and women. 
I remember when girls were not allowed 
in Little League and how hard they and 
their parents had to fight just so a girl 
could play. Even now it is not easy. Much 
resistance and prejudice remain, which 
is clear from the statistics: of 9,000 Lit-
tle League World Series participants, 
only 18 were girls. I hope that Mo’ne 
has opened the floodgates and that no 
girl will ever have to think twice about 
participating in any sport; and I hope 

she and her supporters real-
ize that she is standing on 
the shoulders of two inter-
twined movements for lib-
eration.

Feminist
Chicago

***
Regarding the Women’s 

Liberation page of the July-
Aug. issue of News & Letters, reading of 
women in jail because of suspicion over 
their miscarriages is outrageous! They 
must be freed. Jailing such women is a 
dangerous direction, in which I believe 
extreme so-called “pro-lifers” would like 
the USA to be headed. We, who trust 
women, must make our voices heard. 
Each person’s body is her or his own. 
Trust women.

Feminist
Sagamihara, Japan

***
Recently, a friend of mine had an 

abortion. She has consistently been 
against abortion, but was unexpect-
edly pregnant, and though it was hard, 
knew it was the right choice for her. I 
just wanted to say the work everyone 
does escorting women through the lines 
of anti-abortionists is awesome. And the 
people who protest just may end up com-
ing in for services. Keep it up, y’all!

Em Bl clinic connections
USA

•
PRISON AND 

SOCIETY
The rac-

ism in prisons 
is not a mere 
reflection of 
racism in so-
ciety. Prison-
ers’ solidarity 

against it is widely recognized as “in-
spiring.” But it’s more. It takes a huge 
amount of reexamination of who you 
are. In prisons you are actually condi-
tioned to hate the “other.” If we on the 
outside can try to do what the prison-
ers are doing, that could mean the end 
of this alienating society.

 Urszula
 Bay Area

***
Thank you for sending me that short 

collection of articles about the hunger 
strike, Pelican Bay Hunger Strikers. It 
is very good. I passed it around my pod 
so everyone else could read it and we all 
agreed that it is a good and true repre-
sentation of our struggle that was well 
put together. I would personally like to 
thank News & Letters for bringing our 
cause to a wider audience and all the 
support. From my heart you are honored 
and truly appreciated.

  Prisoner
 Pelican Bay

READERS’VIEWS
U.S. CRISES: RACISM, POLICE, LABOR STRUGGLES

Regarding “New York City and 
Ferguson, Missouri, police show pat-
tern of violence against Black people” 
(Aug. 11 N&L web statement): In 2009 
in the UK we saw something similar. 
Police officers killed a man in the vicin-
ity of a political protest, then told the 
press he’d collapsed from a heart at-
tack and that protesters had impeded 
police paramedics attempting to save 
him. Subsequent video footage exposed 
this for a lie, yet British journalists 
were perfectly happy to publish this ac-
count as factual simply because of who 
was saying it and who they regarded as 
credible.   Dan 

 UK
***

Serious, accurate journalism, in-
volving not just fact-checking but real 
comprehension, suffered a huge loss 
nearly 20 years ago when the six unions 
representing the Detroit News and Free 
Press couldn’t win their strike—even 
with broad community support—
against the billionaire Knight-Ridder 
and Gannett corporations. Many pro-
fessional workers—from printers to 
drivers to writers, photographers and 
editors—lost their jobs and union pro-
tections. The quality of “news” report-
ing tanked. Susan

 Detroit
***

“Fast food workers betrayed by so-
called ‘leaders’” (July-Aug. N&L) said, 
“The movement in New York City last 
year was designed to put Mayor Bloom-
berg in a bad light as far as justice de-
mands go. The call for $15 an hour was 
used as a mobilizing tactic, as was the 
call for the right to organize unions.” 
That is just nutty! The people suffer-
ing under $7.25 an hour, now $8, are in 
a living hell. It had nothing to do with 
Bloomberg!  Tom

 New York

The point of the fast food article 
is not that workers’ demands were 
wrong, but that the change from last 
year to this year constituted a sellout 
by the union leadership. Saying that 
people thought they were fighting for a 
living wage means that the goals of the 
workers and the goals of the organiz-
ers from the union bureaucracy were 
different. Union leaders designed last 
year’s campaign to embarrass Bloom-
berg by having him veto the increase in 
the minimum wage. Now that de Bla-
sio is in office, the mass mobilization 
of fast food workers in NYC ended. No 
revolutionary should defend those who 
stand in the way of the self-organiza-
tion of the working class.

 Michael
 Queens, N.Y.

***
“Right wing wins in Europe” (July-

Aug. N&L) says that disillusionment 
with mainstream political parties does 
not necessarily translate into support 
for the revolutionary Left. That is not 
helped by clueless leftists announc-
ing their “anti-imperialist” support for 
Assad or Putin, and never making any 
convincing connection between impe-
rialism and oppression of the working 
class at home.  Franklin

 Chicago
***

“Stop Israel’s war on Gaza: the 
need for revolution in life and thought” 
(July 28 N&L web statement) skillfully 
ties in the current regional political cli-
mate without neglecting the barbari-
ties of Israel’s onslaught. It’s refresh-
ing to also see somebody point out the 
military and political ineffectiveness of 
Hamas rocket fire without simultane-
ously falling into pacifism or denying 
the Palestinians the right to armed re-
sistance. Dan

 UK

COMMENTS FROM THE NEW NEWS & LETTERS WEBSITE

TO OUR READERS: Can you do-
nate $5, the price of a subscription, 
for a prisoner who cannot pay for 
one? It will be shared with many 
others. A donation of $8 pays for a 
subscription plus the Pelican Bay 
Hunger Strike pamphlet to be sent 
to a prisoner.

Visit the new, greatly improved News 
and Letters Committees website!

New features include:

• Ability to make com-
ments on all articles, 
like those excerpted be-
low!

• All back issues now 
available, from the very 
beginning in 1955!

• Event listings for News 
and Letters local meet-
ings and more!

• Easier to navigate, with 
more pictures!

• More special articles, alerts and announcements!
• Improved search!

There will be more new features in the coming months.
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I am in the movement still because 
of the Free Speech Movement (FSM)—
it turned my life around. I studied ev-
erything about the New Left. I came 
to Berkeley and decided this is where I 
needed to be. I was a part of the People’s 
Park Movement, which has now turned 
into its opposite. Now it is a turf war: 
homeless people vs. youth who can’t af-
ford to go to college. The worse society 
gets, the worse People’s Park gets. It’s a 
mirror of society. They are fighting over 
crumbs. Lew

Bay Area
***

I appreciated the way N&L chose 
to excerpt Dunayevskaya’s writings 
on the Free Speech Move-
ment. This being the 50th 
anniversary, there will 
be major Berkeley, Calif., 
remembrances of this de-
fining event of the 1960s. 
Dunayevskaya’s analysis 
linked the FSM to the Hu-
manist vision of Marx from 
the 19th century, thereby 
helping to capture the full 
significance of this youth 
revolt as it was happen-
ing. Publishing her view 
today—this fusion of the 
idealism and action of the 
1960s youth with its Civil Rights ori-
gins and the emancipatory radicalism 
of Marx—far from being only a remem-
brance, reaches to the here and now. It 
can be a contribution toward grasping 
the methodology of uniting theory and 
practice, which is needed now more than 
ever in today’s freedom movements.

Eugene Walker
Mexico City

***
In Hal Draper’s book on the FSM, 

his big category to describe it was the 
rise of a non-ideological Left. That hides 
two aspects: 1. the movement itself as 
an idea is not merely ideological, but is 
thoroughly objective; and 2. The party’s 
theoretical constructs pretended to be 
scientific, but are really ideological, 
under which is subsumed the realm of 
the concrete. In contrast, Dunayevskaya 

brings out the idea, beginning with the 
Black struggle in the South, as the most 
objective element in reality, through 
which the concrete moves. When the re-
volt reached the university, the divide 
was not only over the role of youth, but 
also over differing attitudes “to ideas 
and reality.” Ron Kelch

Oakland, Calif.
***

The essay “The Left and the Maid-
an” illuminates the thinking of young 
Ukrainian rebels as they swiftly became 
revolutionary, thanks to internal dis-
cussion in the face of outside pressures 
and inspiration from revolutions like 
the Arab Spring. In the article next to 

that, Dunayevskaya traced 
a similar transformation in 
the white college students 
whose eyes were opened by 
participating in the Black 
Civil Rights Movement to 
change the South. When 
they came home to face re-
pression at the University 
of California, they could see 
themselves as revolution-
ary subjects alienated from 
their own humanity in the 
capitalist system, North 
and South.

Reader
Detroit

***
Reprinting the FSM article helps 

reclaim our history that may be forgot-
ten. The real challenge is not to leave it 
at past history. How do we write about 
the movement today the way Dunayevs-
kaya was writing at the time? The ar-
ticulation of what it would take for an 
organizing idea that can transform ev-
erything is the practice of philosophy.

 Urszula Wislanka
Oakland, Calif.

•
MIDEAST AND U.S.

Angelenos want Israel to stop the 
bombing of Gaza. We’ve had many dem-
onstrations. On July 20, 800 to 1,000 
gathered at the West LA Federal Build-

ing to demonstrate. The following Sun-
day, 300 protested there again. There 
were many Palestinian flags and signs 
including “Israel bombing—not in our 
name” and “Egypt, Open the Gaza Bor-
der.” On Aug. 2, about 1,000 protested 
against the Israeli bombing for five 
hours with LA police in riot gear and 
a squad of County Sheriffs standing 
around as we occupied four corners of 
high-traffic Wilshire Blvd. I was happy 
to be a part of those demonstrations that 
are taking place in cities throughout the 
world. Basho

Los Angeles 
***

There is a part of the Left that re-
fuses to condemn IS because they per-
ceive that to do so would mean they 
support the U.S. But to not condemn 
IS means, among other things, that you 
don’t care about women’s freedom, that 
it’s OK with you for a group to demand 
allegiance to an oppressive religion and, 
if you refuse, to be put to death, that 
waging war against civilians is permis-
sible—and the list could go on and on. 
The Left, in order to be considered Left, 
has to condemn religious fascism. To 
confuse that condemnation with support 
of the U.S. is just a stupid Leftist delu-
sion. Women’s Liberationist

Chicago

•
VOICES FROM BEHIND THE BARS

Nuclear titans, East and West, are 
locked in a geopolitical struggle—China 
is rearing its head—for the world’s natu-
ral resources. The ongoing depredation 
of natural resources has so harmed the 
ecosystem that it is questionable if the 
earth will be able to sustain life as we 
know it. Environmentalists’ struggle to 
save the planet isn’t an issue separate 
from all other flashpoints of revolt. Im-
mersion within a particular struggle 
should lend itself to relating to other 
struggles. There is an unmistakable 
commonality inherent in various forms 
of struggle that are grounded in human-
ism. Faruq

Represa, Calif.
***

As a youth, I was in and out of pris-
on, because I was scared of my abusive 

parents. To survive, I had to lash out, 
to do ugly things. I spent time in soli-
tary. Being in solitary made me more 
vicious—that was the expectation I was 
living up to. I want to leave this world 
with human dignity. Solitary only breaks 
people. To be away from people is insan-
ity! To continue to punish people instead 

of trying to 
help them is 
not the solu-
tion. I’ve been 
on hunger 
strikes before 
and it does 
not feel good. 
But if the only 

way I can be validated as a human being 
is going on a hunger strike, I’d rather 
not eat. I need human dignity more than 
I need food. In solidarity with the men a 
lot of us women refused to eat. 

F.G.
Chowchilla, Calif.

***
I am fighting to get the guards to 

do sheet exchange in this hole at New 
Folsom. We have not had clean sheets 
in almost three weeks. The others would 
rather sleep on soiled sheets in midsum-
mer heat than risk the repression that 
may come down from the pigs for mak-
ing them get off their ass and give us 
something that we are supposed to have 
coming in the first place! They tried to 
give only me new sheets. I refused them. 
The struggle is not about self. I will 
take them when everyone gets theirs. 
Fifteen, 20 years ago the whole unit 
would be flooding, setting fires, kicking 
the doors over treatment like this! My 
revolutionary ethics as a prisoner activ-
ist will not be watered down because of 
others’ will to submit to the guards’ in-
humane treatment.

New Folsom Prisoner
Represa, Calif.

***
It often seems that the prisoncrats 

are trying to cut us off from the world, 
especially when it comes to news and 
culture. The only reason guys get to 
see art magazines here now is because 
I donate my old ones (a present from a 
friend) to the library.

Robert Taliaferro
Wisconsin

THE FREE SPEECH MOVEMENT AND THE BLACK REVOLUTION
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continued from p. 1
of the world’s preoccupation with an immediate coun-
ter-revolution to carry out its counter-revolution in the 
Middle East” (Crossroads of History, p. 107).

For example, Israel used the occasion of Russia’s 
crushing of the Hungarian Revolution in 1956 to join 
with imperial powers Britain and France in attacking 
Suez; and in 1981, Israel 
used the Stalinist impo-
sition of martial law in 
Poland as an excuse to 
attempt to annex Syria’s 
Golan Heights. Today’s 
Israel tried using the 
cover given by various 
retrogressive forces—
from Putin’s attack on 
Ukraine, to the racist 
police attacks in Fer-
guson, Mo., to the IS’s 
massacres in Syria and 
Iraq, to Assad’s geno-
cide in Syria—to carry 
out its current war. But 
the Israeli attack on the 
people of Gaza was so 
heinous that protests broke out worldwide—including 
within Israel itself—and all eyes turned to Gaza.

The inhumanity that protesters were opposing was 
expressed by Knesset member Ayelet Shaked on Face-
book on July 1: “They are all enemy combatants, and 
their blood shall be on their heads. Now this also in-
cludes the mothers of the martyrs, who send them to hell 
with flowers and kisses. They should follow their sons, 
nothing would be more just. They should go, as should 
the physical homes in which they raised the snakes. Oth-
erwise, more little snakes will be raised there.” 

As we pointed out in 2011, “Something is becoming 
more apparent in the Middle East. Whenever counter-
revolution raises its head, it begins looking in the direc-
tion of Palestine…In a grim historic irony, Palestinians 
today find themselves in a similar historic situation 
to Europe’s Jews in the 1930s. A victory for world re-
action…could profoundly endanger the Palestinians’ 
very existence” (“Counter-revolution targets Palestine,” 
N&L, May-June 2011, p.12).
COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY THREAT

This is one reason why it also has to be understood 
that 2014 is not 2011. Intellectual flames lit by the Arab 
Spring brought regular people out into the streets and 
squares, discussing revolution and talking of and expe-
riencing new human relations in a way unseen for de-
cades. Now the genocidal counter-revolution waged by 
Syria’s Assad has cut through all ideological illusions. 
It has revealed the essence of bourgeois society, and the 
ultimate relation of counter-revolution to revolution. 
There really is no compromise possible. While Netan-
yahu’s government isn’t strictly comparable to Assad’s 
regime, it is also uncompromising in its attack on all 
progressive possibilities.

The Israeli strike at the Palestinian unity govern-
ment (which was open to negotiation with Israel) is 
only one example. Another is the continuing effort to 
render any two-state solution impossible through the 
expansion of West Bank settlements. This promotion 
of naked criminality and brutality has devastated both 
Palestinian and Israeli society. Netanyahu has declared 
the two-state solution to be dead. His neo-fascist Cabi-
net members openly express their desire to annex the 
entire West Bank. For them, Gazans exist to be killed 
or dispersed. 

Even protests within Israel itself have met with 
violence from Kahanist thugs. It testifies to the dismal 
retrogression in Israeli society due to the continuing oc-
cupation.

Anti-fascist historian Zeev Sternhell is right in ob-
serving that Israeli society has in many respects moved 
nearer to fascism (see “Israeli Freedom Graffiti,” page 
9). Already West Bank settlers have welcomed delega-
tions of European neofascists as visitors, who view the 
settlers as allies in their “crusade” against a mythical 
monolithic Islam that resembles nothing as much as 
their older theory of the “world Jewish conspiracy.” 

It becomes ever clearer that under Netanyahu, Is-
rael has become wedded to the most racist, reactionary 
right-wing forces in U.S. and world politics. Again, as 
with European neofascists, these forces are historically 
steeped in anti-Semitism. Yet again, this is ignored, as 
long as these “Christian Zionists” express their support 
for the State of Israel. 
WORLD CONNECTIONS INESCAPABLE

Israeli activist Elizabeth Tsurkov perceives the 
danger: “Polls consistently show that younger Israelis 
are much more racist and nationalistic than older peo-
ple. They also show that the sectors of society growing 
fastest are the ultra-Orthodox, who are not pro-peace. 
They’re not interested in it at all.” However, her call 
for other governments to put pressure on Israel to end 
its illegal occupation of Palestinian territory seems un-
likely to gain much traction at this moment.

Has there ever been a time when Israel enjoyed 
such “good” relations with all the major imperialist, 
or even Middle Eastern regional imperialist, powers? 
Ironically, in the context of world counter-revolution, 
Israel is approaching the long-desired goal of being 
viewed as a state like any other: that is, with a criminal 
ruling class, a history of alibis, a hair trigger, a bru-

talized underclass, and 
a security apparatus 
ruthless and top-heavy 
enough to hold it all to-
gether.

As hard as it may 
seem, solidarity will 
have to be worked out as 
a principled solidarity 
that comes from grass-
roots actions. We have 
already seen, in regard 
to the Syrian Revolu-
tion, the many barri-
ers and difficulties. In-
deed, right in the midst 
of many Gaza support 
demonstrations this 
problematic was being 

worked out actively as Syrian revolutionary youth stood 
side by side with Palestinians, Jewish Voice for Peace, 
and so many others.

In spite of all, it remains a fact that the world has 
had that vision of revolutionary possibility. The vision 
of new human relations can be developed as a power-
ful factor in fighting against this latest world stage of 
counter-revolution. It is already, implicitly, what all 
these rulers are fighting against. It is what motivates 
much of the support for Gaza that has brought thou-
sands into the streets, all over the world. Even the Is-
raeli government has begun to realize that it is fighting 
an idea whose time has come–the idea of freedom–that 
calls for the uprooting of all oppressive relations, and 
the creation of a new human world. It is a struggle that 
is taking place today all across the globe.

August 20, 2014

Israel decimates Gaza 
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socialist revolution); and 3) thought reflects reality (ob-
jective world connections). That we can fit Lenin in too 
here historically can now be seen from the fact that in 
the previous section on “The Idea of Cognition” Lenin 
had gone further, saying that “Man’s cognition not only 
reflects the objective world but creates [it]” [LCW 38, p. 
212], but when he reached the Absolute Idea it was not 
the creativity that he developed but the objective world 
connections because to him in 1915 the Idea as “objec-
tive truth” [LCW 38, p. 217] of necessity predominated 
over any actual reconstruction of society, or the 1917 “so-
cialism looking at us through all windows” [LCW 25, 
p. 363].

WE, HOWEVER, CAN GO FURTHER, and not 
only further than Lenin but further than we ourselves 
did in 1948, when the Nevada Dialectics so profoundly 
held forth on the positive in the negative. But holding 
fast to the positive in the negative then meant only the 
general development of socialism through overcom-
ing Stalinism, whereas now we can be more concrete, 
at least in relation to our own organization where the 
mediating determination is a negative but the nega-
tive “of the positive and includes the latter” [SLII, p. 
477; SLM, p. 835]. Now you can see why some 11 pages 
back I called attention to this further determination of 
Other as “its own Other...the posited dialectic of itself”: 
“The first or immediate term is the Notion in itself, and 
therefore is the negative only in itself; the dialectic mo-
ment with it therefore consists in this, that the distinc-
tion which it implicitly contains is posited in it. The 
second term on the other hand is itself the determinate 
entity, distinction or relation; hence with it the dialectic 
moment consists in the positing of the unity which is 
contained in it” [SLII, p. 477; SLM, p. 835].

We have reached the turning point despite the 
unity or the party as a totality, since “The negativity 
which has just been considered is the turning point of 
the movement of the Notion. It is the simple point of 
negative self-relation, the innermost source of all ac-
tivity, of living and spiritual self-movement, the dialec-
tic soul which all truth has in it and through which it 
alone is truth; for the transcendence of the opposition 
between the Notion and Reality, and that unity which is 
the truth, rest upon this subjectivity alone. The second 
negative, the negative of the negative which we have 
reached, is this transcendence of the contradiction, but 
is no more the activity of an external reflection than the 
contradiction is: it is the innermost and most objective 
moment of Life and Spirit, by virtue of which a subject 
is personal and free” [SLII, pp. 477-78; SLM, p. 835].

NOW STAND UP AND SHOUT PERSONAL AND 
FREE, PERSONAL AND FREE, PERSONAL AND 
FREE AS LENIN SHOUTED LEAP, LEAP, LEAP 
WHEN HE FIRST SAW DIALECTICAL DEVELOP-
MENT TO BE THAT AND ALSO THE OBJECTIVE 
WORLD.

To be continued next issue
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Solidarity with Gaza demonstration in Beirut, Lebanon, July 21.

Hassan Chamoun, www.flickr.com/photos/hasslas/14736994673
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The People’s Climate March will be hitting the 
streets of New York on Sept. 21. It will precede the 
Sept. 23 Climate Summit called by the UN supposedly 
to “mobilize action and ambition on climate change.” 
The march will call for “a world with an economy that 
works for people and the planet; a world safe from the 
ravages of climate change; a world with good jobs, clean 
air and water, and healthy communities.”

Activists will also hold a Climate Convergence al-
ternative summit. Recognizing that the UN process is 
captive to corporations and the governments that rep-
resent them, the convergence urges the movement to 
address root causes of global warming.

The official summit of government, “business, fi-
nance, civil society and local leaders” is a tacit reaction 
to the hollowness of 20 years of UN climate conferences. 
All participants agree that the 2015 Paris conference 
has “no chance” (in a U.S. climate negotiator’s words) of 
meeting the long-stated goal of limiting warming to 2°C 
(3.6°F). Now they are trying to manage expectations by 
telling us the question we should be asking is “Are all 
the major emitters participating?” 

How the emissions-control programs of the “ma-
jor emitters” work tells all. This year, Kenyan police 
burned 1,000 more homes of the Sengwer, an Indige-
nous forest people, continuing a seven-year genocidal 
campaign. In countries like Kenya, Indigenous people 
are accused of degrading forest and driven out, then 
the state replaces forest with plantations, applying for 
carbon offset credits for its “reforestation.” Profiting by 
adding emissions in the name of decreasing them!

How many times do the powers that be have to 
prove their bankruptcy before no one takes them seri-
ously? The momentum of globalized capitalism is going 
to drag humanity down with it unless we can toss it out 
and build a society on new human foundations.

—F.D.

People’s Climate March
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London—The UK government may have a fight on 
its hands as activists and lawyers tighten the noose 
on British weapons sales to the Israeli Defence Force 
(IDF). The advocacy group, Campaign Against Arms 
Trade (CAAT), has challenged business secretary Vince 
Cable over the UK’s export of weapons, claiming ship-
ments to Israel may be illegal if used in Gaza. 

“The public is rightfully shocked by the bombard-
ment that has been taking place and the UK needs to 
take responsibility by revoking all current (arms ex-
port) licenses,” said CAAT spokesman, Andrew Smith, 
on Aug. 12. “It should announce a full embargo on all 
arms sales to Israel as well as an end to all military-
industrial collaboration with Israel.” 

Despite citing Israel’s alleged “right to self-
defense,” the government subsequently bowed to pub-
lic outrage by launching an inquiry into existing arms 
sales. Documents obtained by The Independent claim 
that a total of 130 UK weapon manufacturers share 42 
million pounds worth of armament deals with the IDF. 
The European Union legislates that arms exports must 
be subject to specific criteria regarding the likelihood of 
weapons being used on civilians and the human rights 
record of the purchasing nation. Yet as of Aug. 16 the 
Department for Business, Innovation and Skills was 
reported to be considering prohibiting just 12% of cur-
rent export licenses only in the event of a breach of the 
then existing ceasefire between Hamas and Israel. Un-
til then, current exports would remain at full capacity. 
WHAT ARMS CONTROL POLICY?

According to CAAT, what constitutes a breach of 
the ceasefire has not been defined, which leaves open 
the question of British weapons being utilised in al-
leged war crimes. “We always hear about the strength 
of the UK’s arms control policy, but this underlines how 
poor it actually is,” said Smith. “Even by Vince Cable’s 
own admission, UK weapons may have been used in 
Gaza. The UK’s failure to even suspend these licenses 
unless the violence resumes is simply not good enough. 
It is a very weak position, and it will be seen as a sign 
of political support for the Israeli government and mili-
tary.” 

CAAT believes that the UK currently sells com-
ponents to the IDF used in the manufacture of armed 

drones such as the Hermes, as well as equipment used 
to maintain the Merkava series of battle tank. Addi-
tional items on sale are thought to include bulletproof 
jackets, components for naval warships and ammuni-
tion for a variety of small arms. IDF officials have cited 
the Hermes as constituting the “backbone” of its recon-
naissance and targeting operations, with the drone 
having seen extensive action thus far in Operation 
“Protective Edge.” 
IDF TARGETING CIVILIANS

Yet it’s the IDF airborne campaign that has be-
come notorious when it comes to targeting civilian ob-
jects, with the United Nations and International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC) citing extensive damage 
to schools, hospitals and water infrastructure. In the 
latter case, the IDF is reputed to have intentionally 
fired on Gaza’s water pumping stations and sewage 
treatment facilities on several occasions, at one point 
leaving “hundreds of thousands” without drinkable wa-
ter, according to ICRC. In a press release last month, 
the ICRC described “repeated bombing...devastating 
Gaza’s fragile water infrastructure.” The above consti-
tutes a direct violation of Article 54 of Additional Proto-
col One to the Geneva Conventions, where it’s explicitly 
“prohibited to attack, destroy, remove or render use-
less objects indispensable to the survival of the civil-
ian population” with “drinking water installations and 
supplies and irrigation works” being cited specifically. 
MOUNTING OPPOSITION

Britain has shared in the escalating outrage over 
Israeli forces, with several demonstrations drawing 
sizeable numbers and over one hundred thousand pro-
testors hitting the streets of London last month. “There 
is a deep and longstanding movement in solidarity with 
the Palestinians that encompasses trade unions, com-
munity groups, faith groups and activists,” said Lind-
sey German, convener of the Stop the War Coalition. 
“But it is also partly because our government is seen 
as complicit in Israel’s oppression of Palestinians. We 
provide arms, we trade with Israel, and we defend the 
actions of the government there.”   —Dan Read

by Dee Perkins
With the Employment Non-Discrimination Act, 

which would add sexual orientation and gender iden-
tity as protected categories, going nowhere, President 
Obama signed an executive order July 21 prohibiting 
such discrimination by federal contractors, which em-
ploy some 28 million workers, and, further, protecting 
federal employees from discrimination based on gen-
der identity. Importantly, the order does not include 
new religious exemptions, which are a cover for overt 
discrimination; however, it retains 2002 Bush-era reli-
gious exemptions for hiring. Executive orders can be re-
voked by future administrations, so without Congress 
enacting these provisions into law, this step forward is 
precarious.

*   *   *
Dubbed Tehranto, Toronto has emerged as a haven 

for Iranian LGBT people. Home to the second-largest 
Iranian population outside of Iran, the Canadian city 
boasts that one of the top 10 reasons to love this city is 
“Because We’re a Beacon for Gay Refugees.” In a 2013 
Pew report, Canada tied the Czech Republic for third 
place as most accepting of LGBT people (Spain and 
Germany placed first and second, while the U.S. came 
in with Brazil at 13th, behind Mexico). The U.S. takes 
in more refugees than Canada, but many LGBT Irani-
ans choose north over south because of the comparative 
lack of rights and protections in the U.S., as well as 
social services. Too, LGBT Muslims have found a spiri-
tual home in Toronto’s El-Tawhid Juma Circle, where 
congregants sit intermingled and leading prayer is not 
exclusive to men.

*   *   *
The Anti-LGBT American Evangelical Right are 

expanding their exportation of hate, intensifying their 
efforts now in Latin America. Hoping to replicate in-
roads in Africa such as with Uganda’s Anti-Homosex-
uality Act, infamously christened the “Kill the Gays” 
bill, Americans Mat Staver, close ally of Scott Lively, 
and Samuel Rodriguez have joined forces to form a 
merger of the National Hispanic Christian Leader-
ship Conference with the Latin-American based orga-
nization, Conela. The new group launched its political 
campaigns in Peru, where its influence is already in 
evidence, but their success is far from a foregone con-
clusion. Marriage equality is already a reality in Mexi-
co City, Argentina and Uruguay. In June Uruguay and 
Chile, along with Ireland and France, supported an 
amendment to the UN “Protection of the Family” reso-
lution to define family more broadly and acknowledge 
the diversity of family, including those headed by single 
parents, grandparents and LGBT parents. That stand 
was unsuccessful, but “La lucha continúa./The struggle 
continues.”

Q U E E R N O T E S

UK arming of Israel is challenged
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Israeli freedom graffiti

Oakland, Calif.—Accompanying the above Jerusalem 
graffiti image of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu is the inscription, “Whoever believes in him is 
afraid.” It is part of a graffiti slideshow presented here 
Aug. 16 by a friend of News and Letters Committees 
upon her return from studies in Israel. The range of the 
carefully stenciled graffiti, one of the last forms of open 
dissent, is posted by leftists lauding pro-Palestinian 
politicians and calling Israel “the Terrible,” anarchists, 
feminists and Gays. Some examples are: “All cops are 
bastards”; “One of three women are raped thanks to 
Knesset”; “City of David and Jonathan, we exist!” in 
English, Russian, Arabic and Hebrew.

Since the Gaza war, Israel has seen a near total, 
self-imposed cessation of criticism among the intelli-
gentsia. A law professor was threatened with sanctions 
by his dean when he expressed his regret over the loss 
of life on both sides in the war. Anti-war demonstrators 
are attacked by the right even in liberal Haifa.

This situation, where any sympathy for the “other” 
is deemed a subversive act or treason, signaled to Is-
raeli professor Zeev Sternhell the end of Israel’s democ-
racy and the beginning of fascism (see “Signs of fascism 
in Israel reached new peak during Gaza op, says re-
nowned scholar,” Haaretz, Aug. 13, 2014). Sternhell, a 
Holocaust survivor from Poland, is well regarded glob-
ally for his studies on the rise of European fascism. He 
was the target of a terror attack in 2008 by a right-
wing Israeli and now says he is witnessing the end of 
his view of Zionism which was “to create a safe home for 
the Jews...a home in which you don’t step on anyone’s 
back or suppress anyone.” 

We should continue to support and encourage 
the other Israel, trying to find its voice in these bleak 
times. That voice spoke loud on Aug. 16, breaking for a 
moment the prevailing atmosphere of fear and hate, as 
10,000 filled Tel Aviv’s Rabin Square demanding that 
Israel negotiate with Hamas to end the blockade of 
Gaza and with the new Palestinian government to end 
the occupation. —Ron Kelch

Let Intersex children 
decide for themselves

South Carolina parents Mark and Pam Crawford, 
the Southern Poverty Law Center and Advocates for 
Choice filed federal and state lawsuits against South 
Carolina’s Department of Social Services and the 
healthcare workers responsible for the genital normal-
izing surgery performed on the Crawfords’ adopted 
child, known as M., as an infant. While in state cus-
tody, doctors decided it was best to assign infant M. a 
female sex. 

However, M. considers himself a male. The Craw-
fords believe M. should have been allowed to remain 
Intersex until M. could decide on the type of surgery or 
reject surgery altogether.

Dr. John Money of Johns Hopkins Medical Center 
popularized genital normalizing surgery in the 1950s. 
The first child that he operated on he assigned to be-
ing female, but that child grew up feeling like, and as 
an adult came to identify himself and live as, a male. 
Money’s theory that the gender of children is easily 
influenced by how they are raised, known as Optimal 
Gender of Rearing, was shattered. Yet, forced genital 
normalizing surgery is still widely practiced worldwide 
(see “Intersex Voices,” July-August News & Letters, 
page 9). —Elise Barclay
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Protests stop Israeli 
ship from unloading
Oakland, Calif.—On Saturday Aug. 16 thousands of 

marchers descended on Pier 57 at the Port of Oakland 
to prevent unloading of an Israeli ZIM Lines cargo ship. 
“Block the Boat” organizers say the Piraeus, originally 
scheduled to dock at 5:00 AM, rescheduled to 3:00 PM 
due to the presence of demonstrators. It didn’t land at 
3:00 PM either. 

The massive crowd was met by a long line of 
riot cops defending the pier. We chanted, “Hands 
up, don’t shoot!” in solidarity with Michael 
Brown, the unarmed Black teen shot to death by 
a white cop in Ferguson, Mo. (see p. 11).

One speaker said ZIM Lines delivered supplies 
to the South African military during apartheid. An-
other passed on a rumor that the Ferguson police were 
trained in crowd control by the Israeli Defense Force.

The vessel managed to tie up Tuesday morning 
only to find a big picket line dock workers refused to 
cross for safety reasons. The Piraeus was forced to leave 
and return when it was safe to unload. 

—David M’Oto

Photo by Kerry
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McFarland, Calif.—Spurred by the racist response 
of the minutemen, teabaggers, etc., to the busloads 
of immigrant children from Central America, Valeska 
Castaneda and Cindy Gonzales with others organized 
a “Trail for Humanity,” a 300-mile march from Merced, 
Calif., to the Mexican border. The march started on 
July 22. All along the way marchers have been joined 
by San Joaquin Valley activists, speaking about the is-
sues in their various locales. On July 31 they reached 
McFarland, just south of Delano, the historic beginning 
of the farmworkers’ struggle. McFarland is now home 
to several private prisons, including a newly opened 
prison for women.

After a whole day of walking we met at 5:00 PM 
in a park. It was still well over 100 degrees as Debbie 
Reyes, a Valley organizer, greeted the marchers: “I am 
witnessing warriors with love in their hearts, braving 
this heat! Love is what makes us come together this 
day, for immigration reform, for the locked-up women.”

Castaneda spoke about her reasons for marching: 
“I witnessed a seven-year-old child being picked up 

and deported to a detention center in Mexico. I know 
people are dying in the Sonora Desert. I wanted to draw 
attention to the fact that it is not just undocumented 
who are being deported. Many legal immigrants are get-
ting swept up and deported. Since we’ve started march-
ing we’ve taken up not just immigration but lots of local 
community issues: the use of pesticides, the pollution in 

the soil, in the air, etc. It creates lots of health problems: 
our walkers have asthma and other diseases, yet they 
have walked the full 15 miles every day for the past 10 
days! Even our smallest child, five years old, walked no 
less than seven miles!”

Diana Block, representing California Coalition for 
Women Prisoners, said: 

“We are honored to join the ‘Trail for Humanity.’ 
They try to divide us, but our issues are very close. 
Instead of releasing women prisoners, about 3,000 of 
whom were found eligible for Alternate Custody Pro-
gram, they are opening yet another prison.”

Jorge, one of the marchers told his story: 
“I am concerned about the undocumented. I am 

here under the Dream Act, but it is an uncertain sta-
tus. I can’t get financial aid or be sure I can get a work 
permit after I graduate college. I finished high school in 
Mexico, but I had to re-start it here. I’ve been working a 
minimum-wage job while going to school....

“Since the Dream Act passed I’ve been able to quit 
my job. We, all the marchers, have been in the U.S. more 
than 10 years. We have been paying taxes all that time. 
I have not seen my grandmother for over 10 years. I am 

their first grandchild and they cry when we talk, not 
having been able to hug me all this time. We need im-
migration reform. 

“I consider myself an American—I’ve lived here so 
long, I know people here, my daughter was born here. 
But because I am ‘undocumented,’ I could not get a driv-
er’s license. Getting pulled over for any little thing, like 
a busted tail light, was an expensive ticket for driving 
without a license. It increased my stress levels.

“The influx of children across the borders is a symp-
tom of big problems in Latin American countries. [See 
“Honduran Youth Flee,” p. 12.] In the short term we need 
to keep the children, give them an opportunity here, since 
clearly their parents don’t have possibilities to raise them 
there. We do have the power to help. In the long term, we 
need to be humane everywhere!”

The march to the prison was led by the children 
aged five to seven, who also led the chants: “Undocu-
mented and unafraid!” “Sin papeles y sin miedo!”

After the march we assembled in the park again. 
We heard from many other valley activists speaking, for 
example, to the difficulty in being openly lesbian in the 
immigrant rights movement. 

One young man said, “I am going to say something 
controversial. We talk about human rights. But rights 
are still something that can be granted, or taken away. 
That is not enough, it is not yet freedom!”

 —Urszula Wislanka

continued from p. 1
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in a Damascus suburb.
Forced to respond to war crimes, the U.S. and Rus-

sia actually certified Assad’s legitimacy in return for 
his promise to turn over his stockpile of chemical weap-
ons. But Assad continued mass killings the convention-
al way—with guns, artillery and barrel bombs—mas-
sacres world leaders pretended not to notice. 

Once Obama was invested in Assad’s survival, 
it was only logical to tolerate the Islamist forces that 
nominally opposed Assad, but in practice targeted au-
thentic revolutionary groups. Even now, both Assad 
and IS are again attacking Aleppo.
U.S. HUMANITARIAN HYPOCRISY 

To gain backing for finally using air strikes against 
IS, Obama led with the humanitarian mission: the res-
cue of thousands of Yazidi people. If successful, this 
would make one in a row for the U.S. confronting geno-
cidal attacks in Iraq. Reagan did not even blink at Sad-
dam Hussein’s use of poison gas against thousands of 
Kurds in 1987; George H. W. Bush exhorted Marsh Ar-
abs in southern Iraq to rise up in 1991, but then stood 
by and watched Saddam massacre them. 

Obama assured a war-weary nation that he could 
wage war without U.S. “boots on the ground.” It could 
only help him that war criminals like Cheney again 
spoke out to counsel a return to total war, and Sen. Mc-
Cain wanted full-scale attacks on IS, the very group he 
consorted with in Syria last year. 

Obama’s public opposition to the 2003 in-
vasion of Iraq paved the way for his election in 
2008, yet in office he has continued Bush’s policy 
there. Sticking to Bush’s timetable for leaving 
Iraq arbitrarily stretched out the bloodshed un-
til 2011. He continued backing Noury al-Maliki, 
the man Bush had installed in 2006 to run Iraq, 
despite U.S. aid and arms that never made it to 
Sunni Arab and Kurdish areas. Only now has he 
forced a new face to lead the U.S. client state of 
Iraq: Haider al-Abadi, from al-Maliki’s own Is-
lamic Dawa Party. 

After IS forces pushed back Kurdish peshmerga 
forces equipped with Saddam-era light weapons, both 
the European Union and the U.S. agreed to send arms 
to the Kurds directly for the first time. That ties in with 
Obama’s other two stated objectives for air strikes that 
he threatens might last for months: retaking the Mosul 
Dam over the Tigris River and defense of the U.S. Con-
sulate in Erbil. Clearly the boots on the ground he has 
in mind are the peshmerga, hoping that their determi-
nation to defend Kurdish autonomy could be useful to 
U.S. interests.
SUPPORT THE REVOLUTIONARIES, NOT ISIS

Some activists seem willing to forgive IS all their 
atrocities and counter-revolutionary acts because they 
are fighting U.S. imperialism. Others have given IS 
credit for fighting imperialism 100 years later, because 
the map of the proposed Caliphate rips up the arbitrary 
borders that imperialists in World War I drew to carve 
up the Ottoman Empire. 

We already know that the counter-revolution can 
cross borders. Our concern is to let revolutions freely 
cross borders, as movements from Tunisia to Egypt to 
Syria to Spain have done during Arab Spring in op-
posing state-capitalist rulers who consistently choose 
order over the threat of a revolution that might be the 
beginning of a new human world.

Food and mail cut
Amarillo, Texas—The Texas prison system cut the to-

tal number of first-class letters per month that indigent 
prisoners are allowed to send from five per week to five 
per month. This has backed up my correspondence. By 
the end of the first week I have already posted my five 
outbound letters for the month. Those five letters, plus 
others, were written back in the first part of the previ-
ous month so that I do not miss a mailing/submission 
dates on my educational courses. When you go from 
20-25 personal correspondences a month to five, it is 
the most “productive” silencer the prison system has 
enforced yet.

I give you the Texas Prison System, which was 
forced by federal legal actions (multiple Ruiz v. Estelle 
filings) to cease violating openly and intentionally, all 
prisoners’ constitutionally protected rights to humane 
treatment, access to courts, basic necessities, etc.
MONEY IS NOW A NECESSITY FOR JUSTICE 

The Texas Department of Criminal Justice is not 
trying to completely return to the days when only pris-
oners who had money or had family and friends who 
had money, were able to handle their appeals and civil 
rights violations suits. Now prisoners have no access 
to the federal courts’ rulings through the law library 
because the rulings have been removed as “too old.” But 
prisoners may purchase copies of “foundation cases” 
from the State Law Library.

To do so, prisoners must have money or ac-
cess to those who do. Thus, indigent prisoners no 
longer have open access to the courts. But hey, 
that’s OK because the courts don’t care—neither 
state or federal.

How did the powers that be come to believe that 
they could get away with what they are doing world-
wide? At what point in time did the 1% say now is the 
moment to undo years and years of having to treat folks 
as human beings with rights? The worst part is that 
“things” are going to get even worse before people stand 
up and say, as a whole society, that is enough. I believe 
that by 2016 food riots will be a daily happening and 
that food stamps and welfare programs will no longer 
exist. But hey, the Navy will have brand new subs and 
fleet carriers.
FOOD IS NOW A ‘PRIVILEGE’

This unit has cut the amount of food each pris-
oner is given (kitchen personnel say the food has not 
been reduced, but there are empty spots on the trays 
now). Whether this is to force an increase in prisoners’ 
purchases from the prison commissary, I do not know. 
What I do know is that prisoners who are indigent and 
can’t go to the store are getting thinner and starting to 
get that “look” about them that I saw in Central Amer-
ica in the faces of poor kids.

I have been noticing more and more prison-
ers with sores and red splotches on their arms, 
legs and faces. Anyone who gets a scratch, nick, 
or a cut talks about it taking a very long time to 
heal—if it does at all. I am not a doctor, but I be-
lieve I am seeing mass malnutrition and border-
line scurvy.

I find it hard to believe when I see a prisoner that 
goes to the commissary standing next to a one that does 
not, that both are not only eating in the same chow hall 
but are housed on the same cellblock in the same country.

Keep getting the real news out to the people. With 
each passing day that simple need becomes harder to 
meet. More folks are waking up to what they have been 
ignoring for far, far too long.

—Man in a Cage

House of no justice
Represa, Calif.—I’m writing this letter in response 

to the article “Prisons: Gang Ties Alleged in Hunger 
Strike” (San Francisco Chronicle, July 14, 2011). I am 
an inmate at New Folsom State Prison and was per-
sonally involved in the statewide hunger strike that 
started on July 1 in protest of California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitiation’s (CDCR) practices of 
cruel and unusual punishment. The allegations made 
by CDCR spokesman Terry Thornton, that this hunger 
strike is gang-related and was synchronized through 
organized criminal networks, are absurd. We learned 
of the hunger strike through California Prison Focus 
newsletter, not some criminal network.

Clearly the CDC (not Rehabilitation) is using the 
media to spread propaganda to diminish the severity of 
our issues and discredit this hunger strike by claiming 
inmates were ordered by a gang to starve themselves. 
More than 150 inmates of all races and ethnicities here 
participated as an act of solidarity and advocacy for our 
own class interest.

Many of us are destined to the same fate as those 
already indeterminately placed in a Security Housing 
Unit (SHU). We are deprived of any and all rehabilita-
tion and subject to severe isolation and sensory depri-
vation. Within the prison there are daily acts of vio-
lence. I have been in CDCR for six years and have never 
been in any verbal or physical altercation with another 
inmate and/or correctional officer. Nor have I ever been 
cited for any gang related conduct or activity, but yet I 
have been labeled by prison administrators as a prison 
gang member and deemed a threat to the safety and 
security of CDCR.

Does this make any sense? Where is the justice in 
this? It’s costing taxpayers roughly $70,000 a year (not 
including healthcare cost) to keep me in a SHU. The 
next 15-plus years of my sentence will be spent in com-
plete isolation, even from other inmates, never being 
able to call or hug my grandmother, who has ovarian 
cancer, attend religious services or even rehabilitation 
programs. I’ve been sentenced to a house of justice but 
yet there is no justice for me!

This is why I, as well as many other inmates, par-
ticipated in this hunger strike and support the Five 
Core Demands: 1. Individual accountability; 2. Abolish 
the debriefing policy and active/inactive gang status 
criteria; 3. Comply with U.S. Commission 2006 recom-
mendations regarding an end to long term solitary con-
finement; 4. Provide adequate food; and 5. Expand and 
provide constructive programming and privileges for 
indefinite SHU status inmates.

Your readers have a right to read the truth and 
facts, not propaganda from prison officials.  —M.B.

‘Trail for Humanity’ links immigration, environment, prisons
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Los Angeles—On Aug. 17 over 1,000 protestors gath-
ered at the downtown LA Police Department (LAPD) 
headquarters. We were there not only in support of 
Michael Brown, but also to protest the many killings 
over the years of Black, Brown and even a few white 
youths by police of the LAPD, LA County Sheriffs, and 
other surrounding city police departments.

The focus was on Ezell Ford, an unarmed 
Black youth who had been diagnosed as a bipo-
lar patient. He was gunned down Aug. 11 by two 
LAPD cops in South Central LA, two days after 
Michael Brown was killed. Signs expressed the 
need for justice for the many unarmed victims of 
police violence in the past several years. 

At about  3:30 PM, hundreds of us protesters 
marched a mile to Union Station to meet and support 
Ezell Ford’s 42-year-old aunt, Theresa Robinson, who 
stated, “It feels good to know that he is supported. Jus-
tice is what we want, not just for my nephew but for all 
the people police have shot. It has to stop.” 

After the marchers returned, the protest continued 
at LAPD. One sign read, “Justice for Ezell Ford. LA Dis-
trict Attorney Jackie Lacey bring murder charges now.” 
Banners read, “Stop the racist attack against Black and 
Brown communities”; “Jail the killer cops”; “A badge is 
not a license to kill”; “End the policy of cover-up and 
blaming the victims.” 

A speak out was held in the street where various 
youths and organizers spoke.  At  5:00 we marched on 
Spring Street, which is being gentrified, and on Main 
street in Skid Row back to the LAPD in a high spirit of 
togetherness chanting “No Justice! No peace! No racist 
police!” and “Don’t Shoot” as we held up both arms.

After we returned to LAPD headquarters, many 
demonstrators remained and formed groups to discuss 
the event, some still holding up signs to passing cars.

 —Basho

From NY to Ferguson, demonstrations against killer cops

everyone that people of color, especially young men, 
routinely have to hold their hands up and hope that is 
enough to keep the police from shooting them. A little 
African-American girl lifted in her mother’s arms rein-
forced our resolve by holding up both her hands with a 
solemn expression on her face.

There were a number of speakers and people read-
ing their poetry, rapping or singing. The crowd was 
so big and so tightly packed that it was hard to hear. 
But when we chanted together, it was clear: “Hands 
up, don’t shoot!” “Black lives matter!” “All lives mat-
ter!” And when a speaker referred to Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.’s denunciation of the triple evils of racism, 
militarism, and capitalism, the crowd roared.
‘HANDS UP, DON’T SHOOT!’

It was also clear that, while the organizers were 
mostly Black, all races were well represented in the 
crowd. Young people were most numerous, but many 
middle-aged and old people participated as well.

We heard later that there were rallies in five loca-
tions in New York City, including thousands who shut 
down Times Square, and that thousands rallied in 
Washington, D.C.

The rally ended after one hour, but many people 
stayed to march around the block numerous times and 
later took to the streets.

One day is not enough to vent all the outrage kin-
dled by the recent killings, which we recognized as the 
latest in a long history of racist and oppressive violence. 
As one speaker declared: In 2014, “Racism is alive, y’all, 
but so are we.” —Participant

New York, N.Y.–There are certain facts in the case 
of the police murder of Eric Garner which are not in 
question. The use of the chokehold by the NY Police 
Department (NYPD) has been illegal for over 20 years. 
Eric Garner was a 43-year-old father of six. Although 
a big man, he had asthma, and the people who live in 
his neighborhood said that he could barely walk a block 
without stopping to catch his breath. He was no danger 
to the seven police officers who subdued him.

All the videos taken of the arrest clearly show 
Garner standing by himself, telling the cops that 
he had done nothing and asking to be left alone. 
Their response? One jumps Garner from behind 
and puts him into a chokehold while a swarm of 
other cops jump all over him. The video shows 
him yelling that he cannot breathe until he goes 
limp and falls unconscious. 

One video supports Garner’s contention that he 
was not selling loose cigarettes (loosies) but trying to 
break up a fight. Another shows Garner lying on his 
side on the ground, cuffed, completely motionless, ap-
parently not breathing, while a contingent of New York 
cops does little but stand around. 

The first official story was that Garner had died of 
a heart attack in the ambulance. Segments of the New 
York press were happy to report that the heart attack 
was probably caused by his obesity and diabetes, letting 
the cops off the hook. 
CORONER RULED HOMICIDE

Now we know the first story is false. The coroner’s 
office ruled Eric Garner’s death was a homicide, and 
he was dead before he was put into the ambulance. The 
medical examiner ruled that Officer Pantaleo’s choke-
hold caused Garner’s death. His videotaped arrest and 
final pleas of “I can’t breathe!” sparked outrage in poor 
and working-class neighborhoods all over the city.

Eric Garner’s only offense in the eyes of the police 
was that he was selling individual cigarettes to people 
who couldn’t afford a pack. When Bill de Blasio’s new 
Police Commissioner William Bratton took office, he 
declared that he was going to focus on “quality of life” 
issues. This is a euphemism for hassling poor people. 

Are the Mexicans playing music on the sub-
way? Lock them up. Are people selling loosies? 
Lock them up. Smoking weed in the projects? 
Lock them up. Drinking something from a brown 
paper bag? Lock them up. Are kids riding bicy-
cles on the sidewalk? Give them a deferred jail 
sentence the first time and lock them up the sec-
ond. Bust people on the subway for performing in 
exchange for donations. 

Bratton’s (and de Blasio’s) “quality of life” mantra 
is designed to make New York more comfortable for the 
upper class, who don’t like to have all these poor people 
hanging out on street corners talking and carrying on. 
The “quality of life” mantra is a part of the gentrifi-
cation of working-class and poor New York. And now 
it has another victim: Eric Garner. As we go to press 
there have still been no indictments of the cops respon-
sible for Garner’s death. —M.G.

�

by Suzanne Rose
The government of London has been accused of 

failing in its duty of care towards disabled people, after 
an inquest heard how a disabled woman wrote a sui-
cide note blaming the “bedroom tax” for her decision 
to kill herself. The bedroom tax forces homeowners to 
pay for unoccupied bedrooms in their home. Stephanie 
Bottrill wrote in her letter about the stress and anxi-
ety the government’s housing policies were causing her. 
She expressed her unhappiness at being pushed by 
the housing department to decide in just half an hour 
whether she would move to a smaller property.

*   *   *
The nearly two million people with disabilities in 

Zambia face significant barriers to HIV prevention, 
testing and treatment. While the government has 
made significant progress in responding to the crisis, 
few programs are accessible to people with disabilities, 
and social stigma prevents their access to HIV services 
on an equal basis with others.

*   *   *
Schools in Kibera, Kenya, often reject children 

with disabilities. Stephen, age 18, has cerebral palsy 
and has never been able to attend school more than a 
few days. He is left alone in his home watching televi-
sion while his mother has to go to work. One school his 
mother tried wanted extra fees for his care. There are 
no schools in Kibera for children with special needs, 
and teachers of supposedly integrated schools often 
argue that they don’t have adequate facilities to ac-
commodate children with disabilities. Schools that 
will take them are poorly staffed with many workers 
not caring about the children but only about the extra 
money they get for enrolling them.

HANDICAPTHIS!

continued from p. 1
Thousands in Chicago

NYC Police murder 
Eric Garner

Kansas City for Michael

Over 700 people gathered in the Plaza in Kansas City, Mo., to protest the 
police murder of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mo., and the militarized 
attacks on protesters. A line of young people chanted “Hands Up Don’t 
Shoot,” while others honored a dozen Black men and women previously 
executed by police—from Oscar Grant to Eric Garner.

�
We march in Oakland

Oakland, Calif.—Several hundred came out on Aug. 
14 to a vigil in Oscar Grant Plaza, as part of a na-
tional day of protest over the police murder of Michael 
Brown. We read out the names of a growing number of 
unarmed young Black men executed by the police like 
Alan Blueford who was shot and killed in Oakland on 
May 6, 2012, and whose mother spoke at the rally. 

After a period of silence, trying to absorb the grue-
some reality of just how many have been victims of this 
state terror, one person raised his hands and others 
joined him as we all began to chant, “Hands up, don’t 
shoot,” which an eyewitness said were Michael Brown’s 
last words when he was gunned down.

One Iraq war veteran on seeing the Ferguson 
police, said their aggressive display of combat 
readiness was more than what he experienced in 
Iraq. The militarized police war on minority com-
munities, made visible by the assaults coming out 
of Ferguson against the protests over Brown’s 
murder, is only now being mentioned by some 
politicians as an issue. 

One thing Oakland has in common with Ferguson 
is the still Great Depression level of unemployment 
in the Black community. With a deeply ingrained rac-
ism and the militarization of the mind, capitalist rul-
ers have declared war on its permanently unemployed 
army. The Black community, joined by others in solidar-
ity, is saying in unison with “hands up” we want to be 
recognized as humans and full members of society.

—Marxist-Humanist marcher

YOUTH IN ACTION
by Michael Gilbert

On June 11 in Salt Lake City, Utah, about 50 
students, faculty and community members expressed 
alarm at a meeting over the fate of campus space used 
mainly by international students and students of col-
or. Salt Lake Community College interim President 
Deneece Huftalin planned on destroying the Multicul-
tural Initiatives Department offices and Center. After 
Huftalin faced serious criticisms, she is backtracking. 
Students, faculty and community members vowed to 
continue to fight for both the department and the space 
if Huftalin makes any moves to cut either of them.

*   *   *
On July 28 more than 100 Dreamers—undocu-

mented youth who came to the U.S. before they were 
16 and lived here continuously for at least five years—
and their parents launched Dreams From Our Fami-
lies at the White House to highlight their stories. They 
demanded relief from deportations that have affected 
millions. Throughout the year they pressured the Pres-
ident, demanding action on immigration issues, build-
ing on the successes of the Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals Program. Oliver Merino, a Dreamer 
leader said, “We’re demanding that the President show 
leadership and fulfill his promise to extend adminis-
trative relief to millions of undocumented families that 
have roots in our country, like my mother.”

*   *   *
After 14 months of protests, the University of Texas 

at Austin has cut ties with the global outsourcing firm 
Accenture and scaled back the “shared services” plan. 
The plan would have cost $54 million, created central-
ization and eliminated 500 jobs. The protests escalated 
in July when the administration arrested 18 students 
for staging a peaceful sit-in in President Bill Powers’ 
office, hours after 200 faculty and staff rallied against 
Accenture. Although UT has significantly scaled back 
shared services to about $5-$7 million, Save Our Com-
munity Coalition (SOCC) continues to oppose the ex-
pansion of shared services and worries about how UT 
will measure its success. They are calling on the ad-
ministration to involve SOCC members in any future 
decisions regarding plans for shared services. 

*   *   *
On July 30, 20 activists and students were ar-

rested during a protest outside REI in Rockville, Md. 
They came together to demand REI stop stocking The 
North Face, whose parent company VF Corp. is linked 
to ongoing labor violations  in Bangladesh—including 
a deadly factory fire in 2010 where 20 died. Despite re-
peated incidents, VF Corp. has refused to sign the Ban-
gladesh Accord on Fire Safety. United Students Against 
Sweatshops activists are targeting VF Corp., one of the 
largest apparel companies in the world, for its failure 
to sign the Accord on Fire Safety and make a binding 
commitment to improve the factories that produce its 
goods. 

Justice for Ezell Ford
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Honduran youth fleeWORLD   VIEWIN

by Eugene Walker
Demagogic Republican politicians, Tea Partiers 

and others—as well as supposedly humane President 
Obama—proclaim a “crisis” around Central American 
youth without papers entering 
the U.S. Both sides want to de-
port as many youths as quickly 
as possible. They don’t men-
tion that this youth exodus 
has complex roots within Hon-
duras, El Salvador and Gua-
temala, and in the U.S.’s long 
history of exploitative, mili-
taristic relations with these 
countries. Violent street gangs 
often associated with narco-
trafficking, corrupt govern-
ment officials and politicians, 
and extreme poverty all play 
a role in youth fleeing these 
Central American countries. 

Take Honduras: its capi-
tal Tegucigalpa, and its second 
largest city, San Pedro Sula, 
have as high a murder rate as any city in the world 
outside of a war zone. Youth are forced into gangs on 
penalty of death if they refuse, forced to deal in drugs. 
Young women—children, really—are forced into prosti-
tution. These are not huge metropolitan centers, so how 
did the cities become so out of control? 
U.S. RESPONSIBILITY FOR ‘CRISIS’

The U.S. bears great responsibility. First, gangs 
and gang violence increased dramatically in the 1990s 
when the U.S. deported large numbers of violent gang 
members residing in the barrios of Los Angeles—the 
18th Street and Mara Salvatrucha gangs—to El Sal-
vador and Honduras. This connection with drugs and 
gang violence was our export to Central America. 

Second, as the U.S. carried on its “war on drugs,” 
concentrating on Colombia and the Caribbean corridor, 
the drug traffickers developed routes through Central 
America. It is estimated that close to 80% of cocaine-

smuggling flights to the U.S. pass through Honduras.
Third, and most decisive, has been the U.S.’s con-

tinued support for those that overthrew the democrati-
cally elected Honduran government of José Manuel 
Zelaya in 2009. That coup has led to continual state-

sponsored repression. 
Opposition el-

ements have been 
eliminated, many 
murdered by state 
forces. The coup mak-
ers organized a phony 
election, and the new 
president, Porfirio 
Lobo, was quickly 
recognized and sup-
ported by the U.S. 
Ever since, Honduras 
has been in a down-
ward spiral of gang 
violence and drug 
wars. In the half de-
cade since the coup, 
poverty, inequality 
and unemployment 

have all increased; gang violence and drug trafficking 
have exploded. 
AID USED TO CRUSH OPPOSITION

Meanwhile, the government prefers that its mili-
tary and police focus their attention on crushing any 
opposition from campesino movements and other social 
activists rather than intercept the narco traffic and 
stop gang violence. The U.S. barely says a word, and 
continues its enormous aid to the police and military in 
the name of the war on drugs.

Faced with this reality, what choice do Honduran 
parents and youth have? To be forced into gangs, drugs, 
prostitution, to die in the streets or to flee? Is it any 
wonder that they try to escape such a life, and not nec-
essarily only to the U.S., but to poverty-stricken, but 
relatively peaceful, Nicaragua?

The “crisis” is not that of a few tens of thousands 
seeking shelter in the U.S. The real crisis, the real trag-
edy, is the willingness of the U.S. to deport as many of 
these children as possible. Leaving them to face ques-
tions of life and death, of crime and drugs, of rape and 
prostitution, of poverty and misery, alone. 

U.S. imperialism 
comes home

It was revelatory, back in 2003, to see that one of 
the sick, brutal guards in those infamous photos at Abu 
Ghraib prison in Iraq had been recruited right out of 
the U.S. prison system—he had been a brutal guard 
at State Correctional Institution-Greene, in Pennsylva-
nia. It was a vivid demonstration of how imperialist op-
pression is tied to domestic repression in the U.S.  

This was also shockingly apparent in the heavily 
militarized police presence in Ferguson, Mo. Militar-
ily decked out police are attacking those protesting the 
murder of Michael Brown. Much of that gear has been 
given for free by the Defense Department to local police 
forces who bulk up on these steroids and become the 
equivalent of state security services that bolster dicta-
torships around the world.

It’s important to remember that imperialism grows 
from the oppression of the worker at the point of pro-
duction, but that whatever is done in its name “over 
there” will ultimately be used to control workers “here.” 
Imperialism is the great school of unscrupulosity.

—G.E.

The fighting between Ukraine government troops 
and separatist rebels continues as Russia and the West 
maneuver for power. Even the murderous downing of a 
passenger jet by a surface-to-air missile, killing all 298 
on board, over separatist-controlled eastern Ukraine 
has not slowed down the fighting. The rebels, who con-
trolled the crash site, refused for days to allow rescuers 
to recover the bodies, no doubt trying to cover up any 
evidence of their role in the missile attack. 

The Ukrainian government has ordered its 
troops to retake separatist territory, launching 
shelling of Donetsk and Luhansk. Civilian deaths 
are in the thousands. The Ukraine government is 
resisting calls for a humanitarian ceasefire, gam-
bling that Russia will not invade. 

For its part, Putin’s Russia has amassed tens of 
thousands of troops on its border with Ukraine. Some of 
those troops have begun crossing the border. Whether 

this is a bluff to prevent Ukraine troops from decimat-
ing pro-Russian fighters or the prelude to actual occu-
pation is an open question. The U.S., Germany, France 
and their NATO apparatus has been warning Russia 
against an invasion. 

We are experiencing the biggest East-West crisis 
since the end of the Cold War. Last issue we wrote of 
“The Ukrainian Cauldron” threatening to boil over. We 
also published notes from independent Ukrainian Left 
activists analyzing and critiquing their own activity 
during the Maidan actions that brought down the old 
corrupt government. Since then the situation has only 
deteriorated. The need for developing “a pole of attrac-
tion” within Ukraine, both in terms of an emancipatory 
vision and in practical action, remains the greatest 
challenge. Without that, we only have the maneuvers 
and wars of small powers, and the threats of large pow-
ers, all of whose intentions are to bury any seeds of au-
thentic liberation under their bootheels.  —E.W.

It was devastating to learn of the sudden and unex-
pected passing of Syrian poet Alisar Iram in July. Her 
work had made a vital contribution to my understand-
ing of the meaning of Syria’s Revolution, seeing it as 
she did against the backdrop of thousands of years of 
human civilization and values. As a poet, artist, blogger 
and activist, she fought to defend the great and small 
monuments of Syria’s past and to support the freedom 
struggle in which lies humanity’s future. Her commit-
ment to women’s liberation was absolute.

It was her sensitivity to every aspect of human 
creativity that made her the revolutionary spirit she 
became. In the brutal response of Assad’s regime to 
peaceful protests, and in the terrorism of fundamental-
ists alike, she detected a nihilism and anti-humanism 
that was the ultimate enemy of humanity. By no ac-
cident, these writings of hers became central to News 
and Letters Committees’ organizational Perspectives 
this year.

One of her last writings included this re-
flection on the Theatre of the Absurd: “We are 
the Theatre of the Absurd; here on Syrian soil 
Brecht, Camus, Sisyphus, Ionesco and the rest 
of them would have started looking for other oc-
cupations. But since I am here in the middle of 
this absurdity that predicted the present and 
the past, let me stretch my Theatre of the Absurd 
which is Syria today to the future. 

“What do I predict, what do I see? I see ab-
surd enlightenment, I see the absurd light of the 
mind triumphant, I see absurd freedom born of 
the absurdity of tyranny, I see the absurd birth 
of universal morality, I see humanity which has 
undergone the ordeals of fire, death, savagery 
and destruction emerge to lead the conscience of 
the world and the sensibilities of the world and 
the awareness of the world to that evolutionary 
leap which we have been awaiting for thousands 
of years.”

This millennium-spanning perspective is charac-
teristic of the thought of the Syrian Revolution. Alisar’s 
ideas will live on to influence that evolutionary leap 
she wrote of. As the world observes the first anniver-
sary of Assad’s genocidal sarin gas attacks on Aug. 21, 
her spirit will be there, fighting.

 —Gerry Emmett

In memoriam: freedom 
fighter Alisar Iram

Ukraine: biggest East-West crisis in decades

July 31 demonstration in Lafayette Park prior to a civil disobedience action 
at the White House in Washington, D.C.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/umwomen/14804232595

Who We Are And What We Stand For
News and Letters Committees is an or-

ganization of Marxist-Humanists. It has always 
stood for the abolition of capitalism, both in its 
private property form as in the U.S., and in its 
state property form that appeared as the Rus-
sian Revolution was transformed into its op-
posite. That retrogression anticipated the next 
stage of development—the age of state-capi-
talism. We stand for a society of new human 
relations, what Marx called a new Humanism.

News & Letters was founded in 1955, the 
year of the Detroit wildcat strikes against au-
tomation and the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
against segregation—activities which signaled 
a new movement from practice that was itself 
a form of theory. News & Letters was created 
so that the voices of revolt could be heard un-
separated from the articulation of a philosophy 
of liberation.

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987), founder 
of the body of ideas of Marxist-Humanism, was 
Chairwoman of News and Letters Commit-
tees from its founding to 1987. Charles Denby 
(1907–1983), a Black rank-and-file autoworker, 
author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Jour-
nal, was editor of the paper from 1955 to 1983. 

The articulation of the relationship be-

tween the movement from practice which is 
itself a form of theory and the movement from 
theory to philosophy is reflected in Dunayevs-
kaya’s three major works.

Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until To-
day (1958), established the American roots of 
Marxism while presenting a comprehensive 
attack on present-day Communism, which 
is a form of state-capitalism. It re-established 
Marxism in its original form as “a thorough-
going Naturalism or humanism,” while point-
ing to the new Humanist philosophy expressed 
by the working class. It presented history and 
theory as emanating from the movement from 
practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sar-
tre and from Marx to Mao (1973), written after 
the failed revolts of the 1960s, articulated the 
integrality of philosophy and revolution as the 
characteristic of the age and, tracing it histori-
cally, caught the link of continuity with the Hu-
manism of Marx. As against the vanguard party, 
the integration of dialectics and organization 
reflects the revolutionary maturity of the age 
and the passion for a philosophy of liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and 
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (1982) explores 

Marx’s body of ideas from his discovery of a 
continent of thought and of revolution in his 
youth to the “new moments” of his last decade. 
Written for our time of revolutions in devel-
oping countries, the rise of the international 
women’s liberation movement, and global eco-
nomic crisis, it reveals the absolute challenge to 
make real Marx’s “revolution in permanence” 
as the determinant for the relationship of theo-
ry and practice and as ground for organization.

These works spell out the philosophic 
ground of Marx’s Humanism. American Civili-
zation on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard (1963, 
1983) concretizes it on the American scene 
and shows the two-way freedom road between 
the U.S. and Africa.

In 1989 News and Letters Committees 
published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 philo-
sophic breakthrough—her two letters on 
Hegel’s Absolutes—and her 1987 Presentation 
on the Dialectics of Organization and Philoso-
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Human-
ism. 

This body of ideas challenges all those de-
siring freedom to transcend the limitations of 
post-Marx Marxism. In light of the crises of our 
nuclear-armed world, climate change, and failed 

revolutions, it becomes imperative not only 
to reject what is, but to further work out the 
revolutionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The recreation of Marx’s philosophy as 
Marxist-Humanism is recorded in Dunayevs-
kaya’s archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collec-
tion—Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its 
World Development, deposited at Wayne State 
University in Detroit and available to all.

We aim to continue to develop Marxist-
Humanism and make it available to all who 
struggle for freedom. In opposing this capitalist, 
racist, sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have adopted a committee form of orga-
nization rather than any elitist party “to lead.” 

We participate in all class and freedom 
struggles, nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: “It is our aim…to pro-
mote the firmest unity among workers, Blacks 
and other minorities, women, youth and those 
intellectuals who have broken with the ruling 
bureaucracy of both capital and labor.” We do 
not separate mass activities from the activity 
of thinking. Send for a free copy of the Constitu-
tion of News and Letters Committees or see it 
on our website: www.newsandletters.org. 
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