
Never- 
ending U.S. wars

as much as 8% from last year.
As 2015 begins, this new movement is coming 

face to face with its absolute opposite: an incoming 
Congress dominated by wealthy, right-wing racist 
white men—the very people who embody the idea that 
Black lives do not matter. They are already taking aim 
at women, people with disabilities, immigrants and 
the environment. The concept of “Two Americas” has 
seldom felt so true.
NEW MOMENT, PAST CONNECTIONS

Recently formed groups like We Charge Genocide 
make the same connection as the larger Black 
community between the murders of Michael Brown, 

Eric Garner, Trayvon 
Martin, Tamir Rice, 
Oscar Grant, Rekia Boyd, 
Renisha McBride, Jordan 
Davis, John Crawford, 
Dante Parker, Ezell 
Ford, VonDerrit Myers 
Jr., Laquan McDonald, 
Cameron Tillman and so 
many others. The hundreds 
of thousands who shut 
down main streets from 
New York to Los Angeles 
represent a new moment in 
which a young generation 
is connecting to high points 
of past struggle like the 
Civil Rights Movement and 
the 1992 L.A. Rebellion, 
and aiming to go further.

The new voices raised 
are critical of all aspects of life in a society which has 
been so poisoned by its festering racism and crisis-
ridden capitalism that it is no longer tolerable. They 
mean to tear this racist society up by its roots:

Tef Poe, Ferguson: “Mike Brown sparked a 
universal moment of clarity for young Black people. We 
feel as if no one in a position of power respects us. We 
feel as if we are not viewed as humans. Police officers 
blatantly referred to us as monkeys and dogs. A select 
few have lost their jobs as a result of their actions, but 
a great many remain gainfully employed.”

T-Dubb-O, Ferguson: “We got all these Black 
athletes, Black rappers, all these one-percents, record 
label owners, CEOs that’s not saying nothing, that’s not 
bringing nothing to the community. You’re bleeding the 
community dry. The shoes we buy, the clothes we buy, 
the music we play, the videos we watch. You glorify being 
from the hood but do nothing for it. You glorify being 
from the trenches but do nothing for it. When they killing 
us, you stand by silent. The streets don’t believe you.”

by Gerry Emmett
In the final analysis, racism is evil because its 
ultimate logic is genocide...To use a philosophical 
analogy here, racism is not based on some 
empirical generalization; it is based rather on 
an ontological affirmation. It is not the assertion 
that certain people are behind culturally or 
otherwise because of environmental conditions. It 
is the affirmation that the very being of a people 
is inferior...I submit that however unpleasant it 
is we must honestly see and admit that racism is 
still deeply rooted all over America.

—Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Protests erupted 

in cities across the U.S. 
and around the world 
following the Nov. 25 
decision by a St. Louis 
County grand jury not 
to indict Ferguson police 
officer Darren Wilson for 
the cold-blooded murder 
of 18-year-old Michael 
Brown (see articles, 
p. 9). Thousands marched 
under the slogan “Black 
Lives Matter!”

These demonstrations 
grew in the wake of the 
equally outrageous Dec. 
3 decision of a Staten 
Island, New York City, 
grand jury not to indict 
NYPD officer Daniel 
Pantaleo for the murder of Eric Garner—choked to 
death for the “crime” of selling loose cigarettes. This 
despite Garner’s murder being captured on video, the 
supposed NYPD policy prohibiting choke holds, and a 
coroner’s ruling of death by homicide.
POLICE GET AWAY WITH MURDER

In both cases, it was obvious the fix was in. 
“Prosecutors” never intended to hold these murdering 
cops responsible—in Ferguson badgering witnesses, 
knowingly introducing false evidence, and allowing the 
use of racist testimony as to Black men being “demons,” 
animals incapable of feeling pain, and other vile lies 
harking back to the days of slavery. It was the worst of 
America on display: racist, brutal and shameless.

The demonstrations answering it have been 
organized in large part by Black youth, including women 
and Queer youth, and attracted white, Latino and Asian 
allies. They have made important connections to other 
struggles; for example, Black Friday labor protests and 
calls to boycott Walmart helped lower holiday sales by 
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Revolt surges against racist 
system destroying Black lives
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Demonstration on Nov. 28 in New York City in solidarity with Ferguson, Mo., 
protesters and encouraging a boycott of Black Friday Consumerism.EDITORIAL

CNA nurses strike
by Htun Lin

The 2,600 mental health clinicians at Kaiser Per-
manente in California represented by National Union 
of Healthcare Workers (NUHW) carried out a week-
long strike beginning Jan. 12 over the HMO’s “failure 
to provide timely, adequate care to patients.” Kaiser’s 
mental health clinicians were adhering to their ethical 
responsibility to advocate for their patients by conduct-
ing a strike aimed at forcing Kaiser to uphold its con-
tractual and ethical obligations to its patients.

More than 700 other Kaiser workers joined the psy-
chologists, therapists and social workers represented by 
NUHW on the picket lines, including Northern Califor-
nia optical workers and Southern California medical so-
cial workers, speech pathologists, audiologists, health 
educators, and registered dietitians, who also report 
problems with inadequate staffing. Stationary Engi-
neers Local 39 conducted a sympathy strike Jan 16-19.
NURSES EXPOSE KAISER LIES

Kaiser management saw how many nurses sup-
ported the strike by not coming to work, so they prompt-
ly settled with the 18,000 CNA nurses by meeting their 
demand for better staffing levels. Nurses have docu-
mented growing trends of premature hospital discharg-
es and growing instances of denials of hospital admis-
sion, written off by management as “lack of beds.” In 
reality there were beds, but no nurses.

This lie was revealed by management’s own 
continued on p. 3
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European racism and economic decay
On Jan. 7, two French terrorists, Cherif and Said 

Kouachi—brothers who identified with al Qaeda and 
trained with them in Yemen—massacred 12, mostly 
journalists, but also a Muslim police guard, at France’s 
satirical, iconoclastic publication Charlie Hebdo. As 
they died in a shootout with police two days later, their 
associate, Amedy Coulibaly, took hostages at a Jewish 
market in Paris, killing four, before being killed. His 
wife, Hayat Boumeddiene, a suspected accomplice, ap-
parently fled to Syria to join the barbaric IS terror-state 
to which Coulibaly had declared allegiance in a video. 

The slaughter brought out hundreds of thousands 
in a show of solidarity and support for freedom of ex-
pression, including from France’s substantial Mus-
lim community, who, along with Muslim minorities 
throughout Europe, are increasingly the victims of rac-
ist violence and discrimination in the midst of deep un-
employment and permanent economic stagnation. New 
incidents of a widespread and ongoing anti-Muslim ter-
ror were reported throughout France—from three gre-
nades hitting a mosque in Le Mans to gunshots fired at 
a prayer room in Aude. This did not stop 20 imams from 

France’s Muslim federations who visited the Charlie 
Hebdo office and, without qualification, condemned 
those who killed the journalists and others as “crimi-
nals” and “barbarians.” 
TERRORISM BOOSTS RIGHT WING 

A demonstration of national unity on Jan. 10 drew 
1.5 million people as well as leaders from around the 
world to Paris. Marine Le Pen’s National Front (FN), a 
neo-fascist, anti-Islamic party with anti-Semitic roots, 
was pointedly not invited. Le Pen, who is an admirer 
of another neo-fascist, Russia’s Vladimir Putin, who 
helped her finance her last campaign, hopes to get a 
boost for her anti-immigrant, anti-Islam hate move-
ment against France’s five million Muslims, many of 
whom are in France as part of the legacy of the brutal 
French colonial subjugation of Algeria and other parts 
of Africa. The unprecedented gathering, reaffirming 
the values of “Liberty, Equality and Fraternity” that go 
back to the 1789 French Revolution will be tested in hu-
man relations where many French citizens are treated 
as “other” and scapegoated for the economic crisis.

continued on p. 11

The obscenity of George W. Bush’s U.S.-led inva-
sion of Afghanistan in 2001, on the pretext of avenging 
Sept. 11 by unseating the Taliban rulers for sheltering 
al Qaeda leaders, has been matched by the obscenity 
of Obama extending that war to an arbitrary end date 
more than 13 years later. Yet even the formal end of the 
U.S. war in Afghanistan at the end of 2014 was just in 
time for post-war wars to begin in Afghanistan itself—
where 13,500 U.S. and allied combat troops remain al-
though the “end” of combat had been declared—as well 
as in Iraq, Syria, Pakistan and Yemen.
U.S. WARS STOKE TERRORISM

That those wars have not stopped terrorism but 
stoked it was seen in the events in Paris and the mil-
lion who marched there on Jan. 11 against the mur-
der of those gunned down by French terrorists. They 
marched, not because of the world leaders gathered to 
look like they were at the front of the crowd but in spite 
of their hypocrisy, and to denounce that week’s massa-
cres (see article this page). 

Terrorists Cherif and Said Kouachi, while they 
were at large, bragged to the media that they had been 
trained and financed by al Qaeda of the Arabian Penin-
sula. The killing of Muslim policeman Ahmed Merabet 
outside the Charlie Hebdo offices prompted his mourn-
ers to add the slogan “Je suis Ahmed” to the ever-pres-
ent “Je suis Charlie.” His killing was akin to al Qaeda’s 
bombing in Sana’a that killed at least 37 on the same 
day as the Charlie Hebdo attack, or the al Qaeda killing 
of at least 49 Shia Houthi rebels in Sana’a on Dec. 31. 
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important. I met Dunayevskaya and Marxist-Humanist 
philosophy that was so difficult for me to understand 
that sometimes only a phrase—like “the leap to freedom 
is from necessity”—would strike a chord. While not un-
derstanding Hegel, I could feel what it meant to make 
such a leap, change one’s life completely, not because 
you wanted to, but because you had to. 

The philosophy was evident in the organization, for 
example, in the fact that the 1956 founding Constitution 
singled out women who—along with workers, Blacks 
and youth—are fighting for “totally new relations and 
for a fundamentally new way of life.” The changes that 
the Women’s Liberation Movement was inspiring the 

organization to make, made real 
the concept that “the movement 
from practice is itself a form of 
theory” and that it was unseparat-
ed from the movement from theory 
reaching to philosophy. In August 
1970 News & Letters created a 
page in each issue for articles from 
and about the women’s movement.
WOMEN KEY FROM THE 
BEGINNING

This was not a new develop-
ment. From the organization’s 
beginning in 1955, women were 
participants, thinkers and writers. 
The paper began with four women 

columnists: Ethel Dunbar, a Black working woman 
whose column, “Way of the World,” persisted into the 
1970s; white workers Jerry Kegg and Angela Terrano, 
whose column was titled “Working for Independence”; 
and Raya Dunayevskaya, whose “Two Worlds” column 
was at first published with no signature. 
CELEBRATING 60 YEARS

Throughout 2015, we will observe the 60th An-
niversary of the only Marxist-Humanist paper in the 
world by reprinting articles and other items that show 
how philosophy, unseparated from the movement from 
practice, has manifested itself in News & Letters. Any-
one can see for themselves, as all the issues are avail-
able on our website: www.newsandletters.org.

In this issue we reproduce the notice we printed 
asking for discussion on changing the slogan on the 
masthead from Marx’s statement that “The root of 
mankind is man” since several Women’s Liberation-
ists indicated that we didn’t feel that slogan included 
us. We also reprint an article about Njeri, a Kenyan 
woman active in the freedom movement there, as well 
as a short article from Jerry Kegg—all and more in an 
eight-page newspaper.

Please let us hear your thoughts about these his-
torical signposts as well as suggestions for ideas and 
practice for today and our future. It’s not as if the prob-
lems we faced in the mid-1960s have disappeared. The 
Left still tells women to wait; much of it is still wedded 
to vanguardism; the voices of those struggling for free-
dom are now quoted as the basis for others’ theories but 
are not comprehended as a form of theory; and to too 
many revolution means a change in leadership or shal-
low economic reforms when what we’re aiming for is a 
new society based on totally new human relationships. 
Which is why a philosophy—Marxist-Humanism—is 
still of the essence.

60 years of News & Letters 
by Terry Moon,  

Managing Editor
In 1969 the Women’s Lib-

eration Movement was less 
than a decade old and I had 

been an activist for two years in Detroit, Mich. Then, 
Detroit was a thriving working-class city with a large 
Black population—a demographic that drew the Left, 
every tendency: Trotskyist, Maoist, Stalinist, academic. 
Every one of them came to our “Independent Women’s 
Liberation” literature table in a Wayne State Univer-
sity building, to lecture us that Women’s Liberation 
was a diversion from revolution. It didn’t 
matter if their cause was stopping the 
Vietnam war, Black liberation, or anti-
imperialism; all acted as if women were 
not a part of what they were doing, and 
that fighting for women’s freedom could 
wait, wait, WAIT! 

There isn’t room here to tell all the 
stories of Leftist abuse—from having to, 
literally, fight to speak from the podium 
at rallies, to having men screaming in our 
faces that we “middle-class bitches” were 
not oppressed and tossing dirt and mud 
at us at demonstrations. When someone 
from News and Letters Committees came 
to our table, I expected the same.
MEETING PHILOSOPHY

Instead she asked about the demonstration against 
the Miss America Pageant in Atlantic City and invited 
me to write about it in the pages of News & Letters. 
Unlike any other existing Left organization, this one 
had been founded and was headed by a woman, Raya 
Dunayevskaya. At their meetings I heard Black and 
Brown working women speak of what they were think-
ing and doing, something rare in a university-based 
women’s movement. Interested in freedom and revolu-
tion, I knew the thoughts and actions of those who ex-
perience all the limitations of this society were vitally 

Men Explain Things to Me by Rebecca Solnit (Hay-
market Books, 2014).

This is a short book of seven essays mostly pub-
lished online over the past few years. What ties them 
together is that they eloquently describe how patriar-
chy attempts to distract us from the fact that seemingly 
isolated incidents and seemingly separate oppressions 
are part of a system of profound and devastating vio-
lence. 

The title essay from 2008 refers to the situation 
where a man explains a topic to a woman about which 
she has more knowledge. This essay is so popular be-
cause of how universally women have had this experi-
ence and it has been given the term “mansplaining.” 

Solnit presents her personal story of a man lectur-
ing her on the merits of an “important book” which had 
been written by Solnit herself. She points out that this 
is part of a pattern of silencing women which not only 
stifles us emotionally and professionally but allows 
men of the religious Right to make medically inaccu-
rate statements that affect reproductive rights. This 
atmosphere in which a man’s word is given more cred-
ibility than a woman’s has also led to women not being 
believed when they are victims of rape or assault.

Solnit discusses how, by being unmentioned in his-
tory, women have been silenced and how their ability to 
influence the world has been discounted. She explains 
that religious Right opposition to same-gender mar-
riage is caused by the Right’s insistence on traditional 
marriage in which the husband dominates the wife. 
She describes how situations intended to make women 
feel that the world does not belong to them are repro-

duced in how richer and more influential governments 
have oppressed and starved poor nations.

Solnit also states that feminists are making con-
nections between the many worldwide 
acts of violence, harassment, and 
silencing—declaring them human 
rights violations—and have coined 
the term “rape culture.” Except for 
a few cases, she does not delve into 
what feminists are doing about it, but 
she does call for more study into the 
causes of patriarchal, authoritarian 
violence. She also discusses the im-
portance of creativity in creating a 
more positive future.

Solnit emphatically makes the point several times 
that not all men are violent or condescending and that 
women can also engage in these behaviors. She states 
that male allies have always been important to femi-
nism and that their participation will be necessary in 
dismantling rape culture. 

She also makes the connection between patriarchy 
and capitalism, but with only few vague sentences. She 
does not explain why and how capitalism is damaging 
to people, other than to mention “competition and ruth-
lessness.” 

Other than that, Men Explain Things to Me is very 
valuable as a brief introduction to key feminist con-
cepts. Its analysis of patriarchal oppression is balanced 
by a reminder: we have had great success so far in what 
is still a long struggle. 

 —Adele

Men Explain Things to Me — a review

WOMAN 
 

REASON
AS

NJERI — LEADER OF 
AFRICAN WOMEN 

Reprinted from the first issue of News & Letters: 
Njeri is an African woman. Her home is in Kenya, 

a country in East Africa, which has been in the grip 
of civil war for almost three years. The civil war was 
started by the British authorities when they declared 
an Emergency in October 1952, because the people of 
Kenya were trying to help themselves. They want their 
rights as human beings, which the minority of white 
settlers had taken from them. 

Njeri is a woman of about 53 or 54. Like Harriet 
Tubman during our own Civil War, she cannot read or 
write legibly. She is in a prison camp with about 9,000 
other African women. She has been very badly treated 
and everybody thought she was going to die. 

This remarkable woman founded the first indepen-
dent women’s movement in East Africa. She started 
her work in 1940 when, independently of any men, she 
organized African women to establish, at the Kenya 
Teachers College, facilities for girls to equal those en-
joyed by the boys. But there is more behind the African 
women’s movement than this. Much more. It is not sim-
ply for equality with African men. It is for equality as 
Africans in relation to anyone else in the world. 

Njeri’s story, and the story of the people of Kenya, is 
told by Mbiyu Koinange, in THE PEOPLE OF KENYA 
SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES, which is dedicated to her. 

by Artemis

From the October 1970 News & Letters

On Nov. 15, 22-year-old Tugce Albayrak intervened 
when she heard the screams of two teenaged girls ha-
rassed by three men in the restroom of a McDonald’s in 
Offenback, Germany. When she left, the men assaulted 
her, sending her into a coma. When she was pronounced 
brain-dead and taken off life support, thousands of 
Germans declared her a hero and held candlelight vig-
ils across the country. After receiving a petition with 
100,000 signatures, German President Joachim Gauck 
said he’ll consider awarding her the national order of 
merit posthumously. 

*   *   *
At the Abortion Rights Festival in Stockholm, 

Sweden, on Dec. 7, three masked men yelling “fucking 
whores” threw a smoke bomb into a screening of Vessel. 
The award-winning documentary, directed by American 
Diana Whitten, is about Dutch physician Rebecca Gom-
perts and her organization Women on Waves, which 
uses a ship to provide abortion and contraception to 
women in countries with restrictive laws. In response, 
the Gothenburg Film Festival, one of Sweden’s largest, 
added the film to its January line-up, stating that “vio-
lence must never prevail over a film’s freedom.”

*   *   *
 Youth from countries in conflict zones attended 

Seeds of Peace International Camp in Maine, to get to 
know their supposed “enemies” as human beings. U.S. 
attendee Hannah Posner reported to womensenews.org 
that the most intense conversations were among the 
young women, who, unlike the young men, did not envi-
sion a future for themselves in their countries of origin 
due to intense patriarchal oppression. In contrast to 
sexists who claim U.S. feminism is a distraction from 
the more severe oppression of women in other coun-
tries, Posner discussed the past and current struggles 
of U.S. feminists, stating: “This experience demonstrat-
ed the importance of finding common ground and not 
idealizing womanhood in one nation while despairing 
over its state in another.”

“NO WOMEN WANTED” 
Reprinted from the first issue of News & Letters: 

About 85% of the workers in my plant are women. 
Yet in the recent union elections there wasn’t a single 
woman candidate for local chairman. The union big 
shot said the job was too big for a woman. I asked him 
if he thought women are too dumb to know what’s best 
for them since we are in the majority. He said the wear 
and tear and strain of the job was too much. A woman 
would just break down under it.

His wife must really have a tough job on her hands.
—Jerry Kegg

WOMAN’S VIEWPOINT
Fragment from the first issue of News & Letters, 
June 24, 1955: 

I believe the Women’s page should be a page for the 
women to express themselves—their day-to-day lives as 
housewives, mothers, working women, in their relation 
to men and children, and the jobs that their family is 
involved in.

To the many problems that families face, the only 
way a woman can try to solve them in this society today 
is by fighting against her husband or men and standing 
her ground for her rights...
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response to CNA’s one-day strike last year: “CNA’s as-
sertion their strike is for patient care access is really 
more about nursing staff,” as if staffing and access to 
care were separate issues.

In 2013, California’s Department of Managed 
Health Care (DMHC) fined Kaiser $4 million for sys-
temically understaffing its psychiatry department, fal-
sifying patients’ appointment records to conceal long 
wait times, and providing patients with misleading in-
formation regarding the care available to them. 

Spurred by whistleblower complaints from Kai-
ser’s own mental health clinicians, an investigation by 
the DMHC found the HMO guilty of “serious” and “sys-
temic” violations of California law (and industry stan-
dards) that put mental health patients at risk.

It was a situation nearly identical to the scandal 
that engulfed the Veterans Affairs Administration last 
year. The VA’s top man was ousted. Kaiser executives, 
however, continue to be lavished with unprecedented 
bonuses. 
PAY THE FINE, DENY THE CARE

Kaiser finally dropped its appeal and paid the 
DMHC’s $4 million fine last September, but has failed 
to expand its in-house staff of mental health clinicians. 
Kaiser merely shifted staff away from existing patients 
to handle the influx of new patients from private ex-
changes as well as from Medicaid expansion. 

The $4 million fine was treated by manage-
ment as a cost of doing business. It is a fraction 
of the take-home pay of top executives at the na-
tion’s largest HMO. It is a drop in the bucket com-
pared to its profit last year of $3 billion (up 40% 
from the previous year after scooping up 420,000 
new enrollees from the Affordable Care Act) and 
compared to the $21.7 billion it holds in reserves. 

Under California law, Kaiser is responsible for 
expanding its staff of providers in accordance with 
membership growth. Mental health workers at Kaiser 
facilities report that patients frequently endure waits 
of between four and twelve weeks for a return appoint-
ment, making effective, ongoing treatment nearly im-
possible. Patients and their families have filed four 
class-action lawsuits against Kaiser for violations con-
tributing to tragic outcomes, including suicides. 
BLOOD ON KAISER’S HANDS

“For patients suffering from depression, anxiety, 
and other debilitating mental conditions, these delays 
can be insurmountable obstacles, sometimes leading 
to tragic outcomes,” said Clement Papazian, a clinical 
social worker at Kaiser in Oakland and president of 
NUHW’s Northern California chapter of mental health 
clinicians. “We don’t want to see patients being ignored. 
Kaiser’s actions are doing real harm. Even suicides 
have been linked to Kaiser’s delays and denial of care.”

Workers taking to the streets and withhold-
ing our labor is a way to reclaim its meaning, 
when those charged with the authority to serve 
and protect are doing neither.

It takes the labor dimension to view life through 
the lens of humanity in its fullest capacity. It takes 
workers in self-conscious activity to comprehend the 
meaning of our own labor. Only then can society prac-
tice the concept of “Every Life Matters.”

WORKSHOPTALKS
continued from p. 1

Detroit—There has been much publicity about the 
federal indictment of Don Blankenship, owner of the 
Upper Big Branch Massey mine in West Virginia in 
2010 when the mine exploded, killing 29 coal miners. 
Reactions to the indictment have been varied, ranging 
from “momentous” to “changing the culture of coal”—a 
part of which is true, but in another sense reflects the 
distortions in the American justice system.

 The changed culture is reflected in the indictment 
itself, something that would have been unheard of 
several decades ago because of the tremendously 
powerful coal lobby in West Virginia. The coal lobby 
controlled the economy, politics and the courts. At that 
time, there never would have been a court case, let 
alone an indictment.

This decline in the power of the coal lobby 
mirrors the decline of coal itself, which at one 
time was pivotal to the national economy, but 
has a negligible effect today. Nevertheless, the 
coal lobby still exerts considerable power in the 
state, and uses that power to support mountain-
top mining and to thwart environmentally pro-
gressive programs that try to minimize the many 
dangerous aspects of coal mining.

The distortions in the justice system are clearly 
revealed in the huge number of violations that Blan-
kenship either initiated or permitted, which included 
two sets of books related to safety issues, one set of the 
real violations for the company, the other set with fewer 
and less serious violations for safety inspectors. This 
allowed the company to ignore the danger signs of roof 
falls, hazardous ventilating systems, and accumulation 

Murderous King Coal on trial
of deadly levels of coal dust. 

The autopsies of the 29 miners killed in the Upper 
Big Branch mine explosion revealed that 71% of them 
had black lung disease, compared with the industry av-
erage of 3.2%.

The evidence against Blankenship is so overwhelm-
ing that it is difficult to see how any verdict other than 
guilty can result, but many Massey miners and their 
families are fearful that Blankenship’s wealth and con-
nections may set him free.  —Andy Phillips 

Chicago teachers’ 
strike reviewed

How to Jump-Start Your Union: Lessons from the 
Chicago Teachers, Labor Notes, 2014, and Strike for 
America: Chicago Teachers Against Austerity, by Mi-
cah Uetricht, Verso, 2014.

In 2012 Chicago Pub-
lic Schools teachers put 
their philosophy of social 
movement unionism into 
practice by organizing 
and winning a landmark 
strike. They beat back 
“reforms” like increased 
reliance on student test 
scores for teacher evalu-
ations and fought mas-
sive closings of “under-
utilized” public schools 
in Chicago’s Black and 
Latino communities. 

Strike for America 
opens by contrasting 
“two versions of teacher unionism” on June 7, 2012, the 
day 90% of CTU (Chicago Teachers Union) members 
voted to authorize a strike. That same day Randi Wein-
garten, president of the AFT (American Federation of 
Teachers), CTU’s parent organization, praised Chicago 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s public-private partnerships 
(non-union charter schools).
EDUCATION BECOMING BIG BUSINESS

Weingarten’s business unionism model represents 
the trend in education today, with near-universal bi-
partisan support for conservative billionaire philan-
thropists who seek to privatize education: “the agenda 
to privatize public education and turn it into a market 
good requires an attack on teachers and their unions.” 
Uetricht asks if teachers’ unions will continue praising 
“neoliberal politicians and titans of capital who want to 
destroy them or confront those enemies and their ide-
ologies head-on.” 

Labor Notes dedicates its book to “Chicago’s stu-
dents and educators…and to readers…who will learn 
from CTU’s example.” Activist teachers who formed 
the Caucus of Rank-and-File Educators (CORE) “were 
inspired to join CORE because of the group’s bigger 
vision—not just bread-and-butter union issues but 
battling against racism and to improve education for 
all.” CORE won leadership of the CTU in 2010 “with 
the right combination of rank-and-file organizing, hard 
work, and trust in democracy,” culminating in the suc-
cessful strike, and fundamentally re-created the union 
as the voice and activity of its members and allies. 

The book’s detailed narrative reveals philosophy-
in-action underlying principles that the CTU refused to 
compromise. The CTU refused to narrow the basis for 
the strike, tackling everything from educational apart-
heid to the diversion of infrastructure funds to corpo-
rate interests. Shared goals strengthened community 
alliances to resist public school closures while new non-
union charter schools were opened. The union’s ideas 
about “The Schools Chicago’s Students Deserve,” shap-
ing organizing actions cooperatively with community 
partners. A new Organizing Department developed 
rank-and-file leaders and envisioned all members as 
self-determining union activists.
THE STRUGGLE AGAINST ‘REFORMERS’ 
Today Chicago public education continues to face unre-
lenting assault by “reformers.” In 2013 the appointed 
School Board closed 49 schools despite thousands of 
teachers, parents and students in the streets. 

New per-pupil funding has led to massive budget 
cuts and class sizes exceeding contractual limits. Bud-
get constraints force principals to lay off veteran teach-
ers to hire cheaper inexperienced ones; and custodians’ 
jobs represented by SEIU (which did not support the 
CTU strike) are now outsourced to mega-corporation 
Aramark. 

These kinds of assaults cannot be countered by 
standard union strategies. The CTU campaign for an 
elected school board may drain its resources. 

Uetricht describes “foundational principles of 
public education: to educate all children…to develop 
critical thinking and provide a broadly humanistic ed-
ucation...The art of teaching requires giving teachers 
freedom.” The entire labor movement can learn from 
Chicago teachers. —Susan Van Gelder
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Journey to Death’s door
 Jackson, Mich.—On Oct. 13 I was taken for a 

long ride to the Michigan Department of Corrections 
(MDOC) Duane Waters Hospital (Waters) in Jackson 
to have laser tomography (a sort of layered photo) of 
my eyes to see how far my macular degeneration (MD) 
has advanced. This road trip, my first in three years, 
revealed lots of road reconstruction, but none of it 
completed. Every road traveled was broken up into a 
bumpy, pot-holed mess, lined with hundreds of dead ash 
trees, boarded-up homes and businesses. This is what 
happens when people let the big corporations take the 
money and run. With the bankruptcy scam Gov. Snyder 
and the banks ran on Detroit, what I saw is a mere 
foreshadowing of what is to come. 

My trip was the result of two grievances I filed 
against the MDOC healthcare provider Corizon, Inc., 
for its refusal to provide me with the tinted glasses and 
Ocuvite vitamins I’d been getting for years due to my 
MD. Corizon somehow managed to get one of its sub-
contracted “optometrists” to claim my incurable MD 
had been cured. It took a while, but it finally dawned on 
some MDOC drone that they couldn’t argue a miracle 
MD cure in court; so I got my tinted eyeglasses and this 
trip to Waters, where it was concluded I should be tak-
ing Ocuvite for my MD. In sum, Corizon cancelled my 
decade-long prescriptions for Ocuvite and eyeglasses in 
order to pocket the $100 or $200 they cost a year and 
wound up costing state taxpayers thousands of dollars 
for my trip to Waters. 

When I finally arrived at the now mostly aban-
doned Jackson prison complex, I was greeted by an air 
of foreboding, typical of old prisons, along with an aura 
of death and decay. Surprisingly, after a multi-million 
dollar renovation over a decade ago, the old prison walls 
and gun towers were already crumbling and exposing 
the rebar, like the bones of a rotting corpse. 

Not having ever been to Waters, I was shocked 
to my core by the soul-chilling horror show waiting 
within. Stepping across the threshold of this particular 
Death’s door, I was greeted by the spectacle of ancient 
and sick prisoners in wheelchairs being rolled silently 
through the hallways, looking like so many ghosts in 
some haunted asylum. Especially the white guys—pale 
doesn’t even begin to describe them, more like see-
through. The Black guys were a bit more corporeal, as 
they were only a sickly yel-
low. A spectral panoply of 
forgotten men rolling back 
and forth before my eyes.

What’s the point of 
keeping guys locked up 
who are so ill and weak 
they cannot get in and out 
of wheelchairs on their 
own? For that matter, 
what’s the point of keep-
ing prisoners for 50, 40, 
even 20 years, good health or bad? No point, except to 
waste $2 billion or more per year of taxpayer money in 
order to keep it from being spent on the care and educa-
tion of children: children now designated by the mas-
ters, i.e., Scum in Charge of the Kleptocracy (SICK), 
as surplus population destined for the school-to-prison 
pipeline—more ghosts for the wheelchairs. 

I suppose the money could also be spent on Michi-
gan’s crumbling infrastructure—roads, bridges, etc.—
but there’s not much point in maintaining a fossil- 
fuel- based infrastructure when it’s feeding the global 
climate change rapidly making the earth uninhabitable 
for most animal life. A sad reality, indeed, but a more 
immediate sad reality is that the majority of the men I 
saw will die, miserable and alone, inside this hellhole 
just the other side of Death’s door.                    Dec. 4, 2014

—Rand W. Gould #C-187131, Thumb Correctional 
Facility, 3225 John Conley Dr., Lapeer, MI 48446, www.
freerandgould.com.
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF
RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA presents itself under the shape of necessity”; 3) From 

Mind Objective we reach Mind Absolute “that unity of 
mind as objectivity and of mind as ideality and concept, 
which essentially and actually is and for ever produces 
itself, mind in its absolute truth” [Mind, ¶385].

Hegel continues: “The two first parts of the 
doctrine of Mind embrace the finite mind. Mind 
is the infinite Idea, and finitude here means the 
disproportion between the concept and the reality—but 
with the qualification that it is a shadow cast by the 
mind’s own light—a show or illusion which the mind 
implicitly imposes as a barrier to itself, in order, by its 
removal, actually to realize and become conscious of 
freedom as its very being, i.e., to be fully manifested. 
The several steps of this activity, on each of which, with 
their semblance of being, it is the function of the finite 
mind to linger, and through which it has to pass, are 
steps in its liberation. In the full truth of that liberation 
is given the identification of the three stages—finding a 
world presupposed before us, generating a world as our 
own creation, and gaining freedom from it and in it. To 
the infinite form of this truth the show purifies itself 
till it becomes a consciousness of it.

“A rigid application of the category of finitude by 
the abstract logician is chiefly seen in dealing with 
Mind and reason: it is held not a mere matter of strict 
logic, but treated also as a moral and religious concern, 
to adhere to the point of view of finitude, and the wish 
to go further is reckoned a mark of audacity, if not of 
insanity, of thought” [Mind, ¶386].

(Remember “soviets in the sky”?)3

If we go from this audacious thinking directly to the 
Free Mind or end of Section 1 of Mind Subjective, we will 
meet with free will in a new social order: “Actual free 
will is the unity of theoretical and practical mind: a free 
will, which realizes its own freedom of will, now that the 
formalism, fortuitousness, and contractedness of the 
practical content up to this point have been superseded. 
By superseding the adjustments of means therein 
contained, the will is the immediate individuality self-
instituted—an individuality, however, also purified 
of all that interferes with its universalism, i.e. with 
freedom itself” [Mind, ¶481].

IN A WORD, NOT THE FREE WILL of the Ego, 
the unhappy consciousness, but the free will of the 
social individual, “an individuality ... purified of all 
that interferes ... with freedom itself” [Mind, ¶481].

To get to the “will to liberty (which) is no longer 
an impulse which demands its satisfaction, but the 
permanent character—the spiritual consciousness 
grown into a non-impulsive nature” [Mind, ¶482], 
Hegel cannot avoid history, the concrete development:

“When individuals and nations have once got in 
their heads the abstract concept of full-blown liberty, 
there is nothing like it in its uncontrollable strength, 
just because it is the very essence of mind, and that 
as its very actuality. Whole continents, Africa and the 
East, have never had this Idea, and are without it still. 
The Greeks and Romans, Plato and Aristotle, even 
the Stoics, did not have it. On the contrary, they saw 
that it is only by birth (as, for example, an Athenian or 
Spartan citizen), or by strength of character, education, 
or philosophy (—the sage is free even as a slave and 
in chains) that the human being is actually free. It 
was through Christianity that this Idea came into the 
world” [Mind, ¶482].

(I’ll be d—d if for us I will need to stop to give the 
materialistic explanation here. I’m not fighting Hegel’s 
idealism but trying to absorb his dialectics. Anyone who 
can’t think of the Industrial and French Revolutions as 
the beginnings of modern society, or know that when 
will to liberty is no longer mere impulse but “permanent 
character,” “spiritual consciousness” it means and 
can mean only the proletariat that has absorbed all 
of science in his person, that person better not try to 
grapple with Hegel.)

Then a rejection of property, the “have” of 

3. Irving Howe, then a Trotskyist, attacked the Johnson-For-
est Tendency for supposedly romanticizing American work-
ers, charging them with creating “soviets in the skies.”

Editor’s note: Raya Dunayevskaya’s May 20, 1953, 
letter is one of the historic writings included in The 
Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism, which 
singled out her May 1953 letters on Hegel’s Absolutes 
as that philosophic moment. Preceding issues of 
N&L printed its other contents. A new exploration 
of these writings is needed for our world struggling 
for the survival and deepening of today’s revolutions, 
plagued by both counter-revolution and self-limiting 
ideologies. All footnotes were added by the editors.

May 20, 1953, letter on Absolute Mind

Dear Hauser [Grace Lee Boggs]:
Please do not interpret this as any prodding of 

you to commit yourself on my analysis of the Absolute 
Idea; it is only that I cannot stand still and so rushed 
directly to the Philosophy of Mind. I then reread the 
Preface, Introduction, and Absolute Knowledge in 
the Phenomenology of Mind, the Introduction, Three 
Attitudes to Objectivity, and the Absolute Idea in the 
Smaller Logic and the Absolute Idea in the Science 
of Logic. After that I read from cover to cover Lenin’s 
phenomenal Vol. IX [of his Selected Works] which is 
the Absolute Idea in action, reread Marx’s [chapters 
on the] accumulation of capital and the fetishism of 
commodities in Vol. I of Capital, the final part in Vol. 
III [of Capital], and The Civil War in France. All this I 
did on my own time, so to speak, that is to say, between 
11 p.m. and 2 a.m. after putting in very full days and 
evenings in concrete organizational activity. I note 
these facts only in order to show how this Absolute Idea 
has me coming and going. Along with keeping all these 
in the back of my head then as I read the Philosophy 
of Mind, I made up the following outline of the 
development of the vanguard party and its relationship 
to the mass movements:

The party as a “simple” class instrument—Communist 
League, the First International (reflecting 1848 class 
struggles and the Paris Commune)
The party as divider of tendencies within Marxism—
Lenin’s party of 1903-17 (1905 and 1917 revolutions)
The party as divider of politics from economics—The 
German Social Democracy (trade union aristocracy 
of labor and 1914 betrayal)
The party as different social layers—1920—(in 
Russia, Lenin to leaders and ranks; in Germany, 
ranks to leaders)
The party as suppressor of ranks and destroyer of 
revolutionism—Stalinism—(Spanish Revolution, 
CIO, National Resistance Movements) 1923-53

Now ourselves, ‘41-’50—clarification of ideas, 
elaboration of theory, eyes on mass movements. ‘51-
’53—life in party and third layer as source of theory. 
Something totally new appears—

100 years becomes practically no more than mere 
background for listening and digging—B,1 Woman, 
Youth—all come from ranks—something like the 
Great Beginning in Russia. What is so remarkable 
is that it comes not as direct result of any revolution, 
but rather as the accumulated experiences and 
feelings and social thinking when placed in the proper 
theoretic and climatic atmosphere of live people.

To this the paper is the climax not alone because 
it has never been but because it could never have been. 
Only one who knew it could be could go through the toil 
of the negative, the labor and suffering, of not a single 
break in the cadre of the “continuators” of Leninism. 
And (note the “and” rather than a “but”) only when it 
did appear can we have the perspectives that we have. 
This therefore is not just a general interpenetration of 
objective and subjective but one so concrete that it is 
impossible to say where theory leaves off and practice 
begins. This can be so only because the elements of the 
new society are everywhere in evidence.

FIRST NOW YOU ARE where I was as I read the 
Philosophy of Mind which, to me, is the new society. 
That’s what materialistic reading of the final chapters 
of Hegel means to me. (To say the end of Hegel is highly 
idealistic is to deny that the dialectical laws apply in 
their totality.)

I limit myself to the following sections of the 
Philosophy of Mind: Introduction, Free Mind, Absolute 
Mind.

In the Introduction Hegel states what the three 
stages in the development of the Mind are: 1) in the 
form of self-relation where “the ideal of totality of the 
Idea” is, it is “self-contained and free”;2 2) Moving from 
the Mind Subjective he comes to the second stage or 
“the form of reality” and in this objective world “freedom 
1. “B” refers to Charles Denby’s Indignant Heart, first 

published in 1952. A greatly expanded book was published in 
1978 as Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal (Boston: 
South End Press); a new edition was published in 1989 by 
Wayne State University Press.

2. Hegel’s Philosophy of Mind (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1971), 
¶385. Hereafter referred to as Mind.

possession, and directly to the is of the new society: “If 
to be aware of the idea—to be aware, i.e., that men are 
aware of freedom as their essence, aim, and object—is 
matter of speculation, still this very idea itself is the 
actuality of men—not something which they have, as 
men, but which they are” [Mind, ¶482].

WE ARE READY FOR the Absolute Mind. I will 
limit myself to the concluding four paragraphs, 574-577.

Hegel begins his conclusions about philosophy 
which “is the self-thinking Idea, the truth aware of 
itself” by referring us to the Absolute Idea in the 
Smaller Logic, and there Hegel issued a warning: “It 
is certainly possible to indulge in a vast amount of 
senseless declamation about the idea absolute. But its 
true content is only the whole system of which we have 
been hitherto examining the development” [Hegel’s 
Smaller Logic, ¶237].

Back to ¶574: “This notion of philosophy is the self-
thinking Idea, the truth aware of itself—the logical 
system, but with the signification that it is universality 
approved and certified in concrete content as in its 
actuality.”

I’m here reminded of that total Introduction to the 
Smaller Logic (or perhaps it is time to begin calling it 
by its right name, Encyclopedia of the Philosophical 
Sciences, since the Smaller Logic is Part I of it and 
the Philosophy of Mind that concerns me now Part III) 
where he says “the Idea is not so feeble as merely to 
have a right or an obligation to exist without actually 
existing” [Smaller Logic, ¶6]. And most certainly 

Socialism “is not so feeble as merely to have 
a right or obligation to exist without actually 
existing.” Quite the contrary, the new society 
is evident everywhere, appears within the old.

Let us return to Hegel, still ¶574: “In this 
way the science has gone back to its beginning: 
its result is the logical system but as a spiritual 
principle: out of the presupposing judgment, 
in which the notion was only implicit and the 
beginning an immediate—and thus out of the 
appearance which it had there—it has risen 
into its pure principle and thus also into its 
proper medium.”

This appearance “gives the motive of the 
further development” [Mind, ¶575]. So, like all 
rational thinkers, we are back at the form of 
the syllogism: “The first appearance is formed 
by the syllogism, which is based on the Logical 
system as starting-point, with Nature for the 
middle term which couples the Mind with it. 

The Logical principle turns to Nature and Nature to 
Mind” [Mind, ¶575].

THE MOVEMENT IS FROM the logical principle 
or theory to nature or practice and from practice not 
alone to theory but to the new society which is its 
essence (note scrupulously how this development, this 
practice, sunders itself):

“Nature, standing between the Mind and its 
essence, sunders itself, not indeed to extremes of finite 
abstraction, nor itself to something away from them and 
independent—which, as other than they, only serves as 
a link between them: for the syllogism is in the Idea 
and Nature is essentially defined as a transition-point 
and negative factor, and as implicitly the Idea” [Mind, 
¶575].

Thus the sundering of practice has been neither 
to mount the “extremes of finite abstraction” nor 
as mere link between practice and theory, for the 
triangular development here means that practice itself 
is “implicitly the Idea.”

“Still,” continues Hegel, “the mediation of the notion 
has the external form of transition, and the science of 
Nature presents itself as the course of necessity, so 
that it is only in the one extreme that the liberty of the 
notion is explicit as a self-amalgamation” [Mind, ¶575].

BY ALL MEANS LET’S FOLLOW HEGEL 
and hold back from skipping a single link. But also 
let us not forget that this is only the first syllogism, 
while “In the second syllogism this appearance is so 
far superseded, that that syllogism is the standpoint 
of the Mind itself, which—as the mediating agent in 
the process—presupposes Nature and couples it with 
the Logical principle. It is the syllogism where Mind 
reflects on itself in the Idea: philosophy appears as a 
subjective cognition, of which liberty is the aim, and 
which is itself the way to produce it” [Mind, ¶576].

Here then Mind itself is “the mediating agent in the 
process.” I cannot help but think of Marx concluding that 
the Commune is “the form at last discovered to work out 
the economic emancipation of the proletariat,”4 and of 
Lenin in Vol. IX5 saying that the workers and peasants 
“must understand that the whole thing now is practice, 
that the historical moment has arrived when theory is 
being transformed into practice, is vitalized by practice, 
corrected by practice, tested by practice,” and on the 
same page: “The Paris Commune gave a great example 
of how to combine initiative, independence, freedom of 
action and vigor from below with voluntary centralism 

4. Marx, The Civil War in France.
5. This refers to Vol. IX of Lenin’s Selected Works.

continued on p. 8

Artist’s rendering of armed women of the Paris Commune, 1871, fighting against the 
bourgeoisie. Illustration from the London Penny, June 17, 1871.
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ESSAY
meet his fate.1 He decides that he’s done with just 
surviving, he is demanding human behavior. Naturally, 
the response from the police—the gatekeepers of 
estrangement—is to gang up on him, they essentially 
rape him without penetration, they find an erotic thrill, 
a power trip, from forcing his head to the pavement. 
He screams, “I can’t breathe, I can’t breathe.” We all 
can’t breathe, none of us—the wretched of the earth, 
the lumpenproletariat, the incarcerated—and one day 
we won’t breathe, and many of us won’t be remembered. 

The surplus population, those deemed unproductive 
by the white power structure, 
they cannot breathe. The family 
member of a murdered innocent 
teen, the next potential victim of a 
drone strike, she cannot breathe. 
The next person to be incarcerated 
for simple credit card fraud, he 
cannot breathe. The Transgender 
homeless woman, who is 
prevented from living, eating, 
sleeping and masturbating—the 
perks of private property—can no 
longer breathe. 

“It is not because the 
Indo-Chinese has discovered 
a culture of his own that he is 
in revolt. It is because ‘quite 
simply’ it was, in more than 
one way, becoming impossible 

for him to breathe” (Fanon,   Black Skin, White 
Masks).

After this pondering, this has become my 
conclusion—as I reflect on Marxism, the only salvation I 
can find in the work of Marx must necessarily be through 
reading his work through the lens of his humanism. I 
do this, because I cannot rely on deterministic readings 
of the Communist Manifesto (which I contend is not a 
deterministic text), nor can I rely on any Communist 
Party for my liberation. 

Throughout my readings of Marx, I have tried to 
tease out this dimension of his work—I painstakingly 
read each word I could find that would point me to this 
direction—not knowing that it was existent all along. I 
turned to the philosophical and economic manuscripts, 
which became a guide for me—“labor, capital, landed 
property, exchange and competition” (Marx, Economic 
and Philosophic Manuscripts)—it was illuminated to 
me that the very investigations within the study of 
Capital Vol. 1 (with methodological changes adopted 
in The German Ideology) depended entirely on the 
“connection between the entire system of estrangement 
[Entfremdung] and the money system” (Economic and 
Philosophic Manuscripts). 

It became clear that, despite cosmetic changes, the 
epistemological basis for his schematic continued to pit 
estrangement against the money system, just as the 
epistemological basis for Frantz Fanon’s investigations 
of settler violence was to pit estrangement against 
colonialism. In other words, Marx, unlike the political 
economists that preceded him, looked not to take 
universals a priori, but instead sought to deconstruct 
and ultimately challenge them in search of a more 
universal truth, the truly liberated human being. Every 
aspect of historical materialism should be henceforth 
subjected to its relationship with estrangement. This is 
a truly liberated reading of Capital! 

A clarification is in order: I am not advocating 
an abandonment of the schematics of Marx, nor an 
abandonment of his scientific method. I, like others 
before me, am merely calling for a rereading.2 

Recall that in the Communist Manifesto, Marx 
argues that “The theory of the communists can be 
summarized in one sentence. The abolition of private 
property,” whereas in the philosophical and economic 
manuscripts, he argues that “Private property thus 
derives from an analysis of the concept of alienated 
labor, i.e., alienated man, estranged labor, 
estranged life, estranged man.”

Estrangement in capitalism stems from 
appropriated labor, the denial of human autonomy; 
estrangement in racism stems from the denial of 
human autonomy by dehumanization. I as a Black man 
struggle, not because of the preordained dialectical 
material future that exists in the minds of the USSR 
ghost; just as my ancestors did, I struggle because I can 
no longer breathe. 

1.  For more information on the notion of Black expendability 
being linked to the reserve army of labor, see Salar 
Mohandesi’s article “Who Killed Eric Garner?” in Jacobin 
magazine, 17 Dec. 2014.

2.  In response to writers like Althusser who insist that there 
is a split between “Young Marx” and an “Older Marx,” Raya 
Dunayevskaya writes: “Humanism gives Marx’s magnum 
opus its force and direction. Yet most Western scholars 
of Marxism are content either to leave the relationship 
between the now famous Economic-Philosophic Manuscripts 
of 1844  and  Capital  implicit, or to make the continuity 
explicit only insofar as the ethical foundations of Marxism 
are concerned” (Dunayevskaya, Raya, “Marx’s Humanism 
Today,” 1965). 

by Mohammed Elnaiem
I do not carry innocence to the point of believing 
that appeals to reason or to respect for human 
dignity can alter reality. For the Negro who works 
on a sugar plantation in Le Robert, there is only 
one solution: to fight. He will embark on this 
struggle, and he will pursue it, not as the result of 
a Marxist or idealistic analysis but quite simply 
because he cannot conceive of life otherwise 
than in the form of a battle against exploitation, 
misery, and hunger.

—Frantz Fanon
As I reflect on the work of Karl Marx, I seek no 

fantastic solution to the deprivation of my humanity; 
I seek no organized scheme to offer me salvation, I can 
only narrate my own struggle. When James Baldwin 
recalled his flirtations with the Communist Party, he 
concluded that “it was dedicated to the liberation of all 
people—except me. It was again my liberation on their 
terms.” Today, at a time ignited with racial tensions, 
I am reminded that I am reflecting on Marxism as a 
Black man. I am writing this as I bear witness to an 
incarceration level of Black men higher than state-
sanctioned slavery ever was, higher than it had ever 
been before the Emancipation Proclamation! I am 
reminded that there will be no justice for the lynchings 
of Emmett Till and Eric Garner. Concerned with this 
juridical enslavement, I write this with my sympathies 
lying on the side of “the dangerous class, the social 
scum, that passively rotting mass thrown off by the 
lowest layers of old society” (Communist Manifesto).

Is it wrong for me to question whether or not 
history has progressed? 

Upon reading the Marxist progression of history, 
and “the conditions under which feudal society 
produced and exchanged,” I was struck by how, as 
feudalism outlived its usefulness, “the feudal relations 
of property became no longer compatible”—in a sense, 
those very conditions “had to be burst asunder; they 
were burst asunder” (Communist Manifesto). Feudalism 
was one of many ways that Man had come to learn to 
exploit humanity. Omnipotent, almost god-like, it was 
dethroned! This is what human beings are capable of. 

Naturally, as a Black man, I asked myself: Why—
through the dialectical crises of the social relations of 
production and the subsequent implosion of multiple 
outlived modes of production—has racism persisted like 
a stubborn leech? Why, despite the relations of property 
literally bursting asunder, does racism survive? How 
and why does racism, sexism, homophobia survive 
revolution after revolution? Will we again be left behind 
after the next revolution? 

Emmet Till and Eric Garner, Assata Shakur and 
Rasmeah Odeh—where is the progress? Or as some 
enlightened and well-meaning liberals may ask, “Why 
are we still protesting this?” 

“The current amazement that the things we are 
experiencing are ‘still’ possible in the 
twentieth century is not philosophical. 
This amazement is not the beginning 
of knowledge—unless it is the 
knowledge that the view of history 
which gives rise to it is untenable.” 
The response by Walter Benjamin, at 
least, is to move away from a historical 
analysis of the myth of “progress” to a 
historical materialist analysis of class 
struggle. The task is “to blast open 
the continuum of history”—it is, as 
Marx and Engels argued, the point 
when the very conditions of social 
life must, by necessity, burst asunder 
(Benjamin, “Theses on the Philosophy of History”). 

“This must be it, this must be the solution,” I 
ecstatically screamed. Perhaps the solution isn’t 
“progress”—perhaps it is taking up the mantle of 
liberation, compelling an end to history—not because 
it is inevitable, but because, by god, we won’t stop until 
it is won.

But then we were reminded by our comrades, 
“The class struggle is more important than your racial 
divisiveness.” We looked in incredulity, not so much at 
the monotonous and even hesitant tone, but because 
we Black men recall regurgitating the very same thing 
to Women, to our LGBTQ family—to our children. If 
I as a Black man demand the right to declare a class 
war against the ruling classes—then does not Valerie 
Solanas get offered the very same treatment? 

I took a step back and looked at the wisdom behind 
the comments of the typical old guard socialist. In a 
world of multiple overlapping power structures, shall 
there be no one left when all class struggle is resolved? 

I am not talking just about Freeman and Slave, 
Patrician and Plebeian, but White Man and Black Man, 
Black Man and Black Woman, White Man and Trans 
Woman, etc. I am talking about the multiple, coexisting 
social relations of domination—class struggle co-
constituted by, but appearing outside of, the realm of 
political economy. 

‘We all can’t breathe’

Reflections on Marx’s Humanism and Fanon
We were back to square one; it is funny how just 

asking these questions reignited my existential crisis 
at a time when I was sure that I could almost smell 
the diminishing scent of its ember. Convinced that I 
had almost grasped the right answers, I was suddenly 
enamored, yet burdened with the quest of finding 
the negation of the revolutionary negation, I was 
preoccupied with daring to imagine another world. I 
said to myself, “There is perhaps no progress, but there 
is class struggle. Maybe I am not equipped with the 
tools to blast open the continuum of history, as cruel 
a joke as it is—but the oppressed 
must pave the way forward.” 
Where then do we go from here? 
What of the question of the poor 
Blacks, who more often than not 
find themselves at the noose? Who 
is their exploiter, White America or 
the Black capitalist? I was wrong; 
I didn’t have all of the answers, 
especially to questions pertaining 
to blackness and poverty; I still 
don’t, but I am convinced of one 
thing—all intellectuals who claim 
to have all of the answers are, at 
least in my mind, suspect. 

Fanon too was faced with the 
crisis of trying to conceptualize 
blackness and poverty:

“It would never occur to me 
to ask these Negroes to change their conception 
of history. I am convinced, however, that without 
even knowing it they share my views, accustomed 
as they are to speaking and thinking in terms 
of the present. The few working-class people 
whom I had the chance to know in Paris never 
took it on themselves to pose the problem of the 
discovery of a Negro past. They knew they were 
black, but, they told me, that made no difference 
in anything. In which they were absolutely right” 
(Fanon,  Black Skin, White Masks).

Quite simply, the working-class Black Man and 
Woman asks: What should I—the Black Man, or 
Woman, in this capitalistic power structure—have the 
right to demand in this brutal world I was thrown into? 
“I have one right alone, to demand human behavior 
from the other.” 

The working-class Black demands human 
behavior. This is the Black man or woman who is not 
concerned with burrowing through historical African 
texts to define him or herself—the one who revolts not 
for reparations, nor to reclaim his or her stolen past, 
the fighter who is concerned with one thing alone: 
to survive. Survival is to this Black man or woman 
essential, this Black man or woman is confronted by 
both super-exploitation and a white power structure—
this Black man or woman was born free, but is no 

longer human. 
It is through the violence 

of the economy, through 
the oppressive, racist 
configurations of the forces of 
production from which one is 
deprived of humanity, deprived 
of the very right to dignity and 
life. 

Now imagine, if you will, 
if you found this Black man 
selling illegal cigarettes in a 
corner of Staten Island. New 
York City’s cigarette tax is 
5.85%, and by necessity a black 
market—in the double sense of 

the word—is created. Now imagine there were tens of 
millions of people engaging in this market, the thrown 
away, the abandoned, and the pauperized classes. This 
Black man, living in a country that has abandoned the 
idea that health is a right, was forced to quit his job 
due to asthma. Imagine that the customary standard of 
living required for him to live isn’t offered by the wage 
market. 

He has been made redundant, he has joined 
“a relatively redundant working population, i.e., a 
population which is superfluous to capital’s average 
requirements for its own valorization, and is therefore 
a surplus population” (Karl Marx, Capital, Vol. 1). 
He looks around, and sees his brothers and sisters—
who centuries earlier were forced out of Africa to 
build his economy—also made redundant, their lives 
devalued, their very existence terrorized through legal 
discrimination, police violence and underfunded schools. 

Nevertheless, he persists—he survives even though 
he cannot demand human behavior from his society. He 
is confronted daily, the pigs terrorize him—they try 
every day, every time they see him, they want to mess 
with him. One day, he decides to stand up, he decides 
that “It stops today.” 

It is on that day that he embodies the struggle 
for all of us to survive, the surplus population, the 
expendables; he embodies those of us who will someday 

Karl Marx

Frantz Fanon
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I was filled with grief after hearing 
that the cop who murdered Eric Garner 
was not indicted. I knew what the deci-
sion was before it was announced. Every 
28 hours a Black person dies from po-
lice violence. It’s not the job of law en-
forcement to be executioners. Man’s law 
is flawed because it looks at skin color 
as being the first indication of whether 
a person is considered criminal. The 
scales of justice have been off balance 
for a long time, and the current model 
is unsustainable. Which side are you on?

MarQuita
Memphis, Tenn.

***
I liked the Dec. 5 N&L statement, 

“From Ferguson to Staten Island: The 
logic of racism is genocide,” very much. 
I would like to know more thoughts on 
increasing dialogue…to what end? With 
whom? Reader

Springfield, Ill.
***

The N&L statement captures the 
totality of opposition to today’s racist 
police state in the context of the pres-
ent capitalist crisis. Demonstrations 
have continued practically daily here 
in Oakland. Part of the “political and 
philosophic dialogue” needed, in the 
Bay Area, is over the tension between 
some white anarchists, who substitute 
their opposition to police authority for 
the movement. For example, a Marxist-
Humanist, at the demonstration that 
blocked freeways the night the Fergu-
son non-indictment was announced, 
expressed her view that in light of the 
depth of racism towards people like 
herself, police authority is totally ille-
gitimate. Yet she questioned why more 
Blacks weren’t participating even as she 
sensed that anarchists, who immediate-
ly tested police authority with fires and 
looting, were tacking their own agenda 
onto this moment. Ron Kelch

Oakland
***

Not only is the logic of racism geno-
cide, racism is genocide. It was an act of 
genocide when millions of Africans were 
brought to the Americas as slaves to toil 
for their new masters. It was genocide 
when white European settlers extermi-
nated Native Americans. It’s genocide 
today when the levels of incarceration 
and of permanent unemployment are 
higher in Black and Latino communities 
than in any others. What is great is that 
people are fighting back. While young 
Blacks are taking the lead, at least here 
in New York City, thousands of young 
white people are joining the protests. As 

the N&L statement says, a new genera-
tion of revolutionaries has stormed the 
stage of world history.  Activist

New York
***

There is a “two-way road” between 
protests in the U.S. against racist 
crimes and protests in Mexico against 
the forced disappearance of the 43 nor-
malistas in Ayotzinapa. Demonstrators 

have showed 
solidarity with 
the other; both 
feel that the 
crimes have 
been com-
mitted by the 
same entity: 
the State— 

Mexican or American. Behind the State 
is always capital. The dialectic of the 
movement has within it the possibility 
of acknowledging that truth: in the U.S., 
it is especially Black and Latino youth 
who have risen as the main revolution-
ary subjects; in Mexico, it is students 
and youth who “have taken the lead.” 
Although all society is oppressed by cap-
italism, it is youth who suffer its more 
devastating effects. Black and Latino in 
the U.S. and students in Mexico have 
within themselves the possibility of an 
economic struggle against capital. We 
haven’t arrived at that moment, but it 
is of no less importance: youth and so-
ciety in general have acknowledged the 
State as the main enemy. Once the State 
is defeated, we will find behind it the 
next enemy: capital. Then, a crucial step 
towards the reconstruction of society 
would have been made. Compa

Mexico
***

National attention to the movie 
Selma is rooted in the millions of Ameri-
cans outraged by the police murders of 
unarmed Black men. Instead of worry-
ing about if the movie was “fair” to Pres-
ident Johnson, look at Charles Denby’s 
Indignant Heart. Denby, the Black au-
toworker editor of N&L from 1955 until 
his death in 1983, wrote: “…the march-
ers…changed the entire history of the 
county and raised the level of conscious-
ness of the Blacks like nothing that had 
ever happened before.…I believe that 
Selma would have been the place where 
the revolution could have started. And 
I believe Johnson knew that, and that’s 
why he federalized the Alabama state 
troopers and sent in thousands more to 
protect the Selma marchers.”  
 Remembering history 

Detroit

REVOLUTIONARY ROJAVA
“Revolutionary Rojava” (Nov.-Dec. 

2014 N&L) was excellent, letting us 
know what is happening in that “dis-
tant” part of the world. It gives us hope 
to know that “for years now Rojava has 
been making perhaps the most advanced 
revolution we will see anywhere in our 
lifetimes practically alone.” I translated 
this article into Spanish for Praxis en 
América Latina, the Mexican Marxist-
Humanist journal, to let Spanish read-
ers know about Rojava. Hector

Mexico
***

I recommend two libcom.org pages 
that might interest those into the Ro-
java revolution: “‘I have seen the future 
and it works.’—Critical questions for 
supporters of the Rojava revolution” 
https://libcom.org/library/%E2%80%98i-
have-seen-future-it-works%E2%80%99-
%E2%80%93-critical-questions-sup-
porters-rojava-revolution and “‘Rojava 
revolution’ reading guide” https://lib-
com.org/library/rojava-revolution-read-
ing-guide. a war

Cyberspace

•
YOUTH PROTEST

Nigerian scholar Akin Iwilade ob-
served that African youth-led protests 
against austerity bypass the estab-
lished opposition such as labor unions. 
The global economic crisis destabilizes 
established politics, enabling “a global 
youth culture of protest” and criticism of 
neoliberalism. African youth are moti-
vated by the economic crisis to construct 
“hybrid identities” using social media 
to address local issues. Urban lower-
middle class youth are the new activists 
because of their access to cell phones 
and the internet, as in recent protests in 
Uganda, Nigeria, Senegal, Kenya, Mo-
zambique, Tunisia and Egypt. He says 
they are “acutely aware of global dis-
courses of development and democracy 
and at the same time in touch with the 
local dimensions of exclusion and disem-
powerment.”  MIchael Gilbert

New York
***

Child poverty is appalling around 
the world, but truly appalling in the U.S. 
You figure that they spend $66 billion 
keeping people in prison, yet a fraction of 
that on childhood poverty issues. Nearly 
46 million people live below the poverty 
line, with nearly 16 million of those peo-
ple being children. Half of all kids with a 
single mom live in poverty. We have one 
of the highest child poverty rates in the 
world and, I believe, the highest when it 
comes to industrialized nations. Yet the 
only thing we tend to spend money on is 
the military (approximately $677 billion 
a year) and prisons (approximately $66 
billion a year).

Robert Taliaferro
Black River Falls, Wisc.

***
All children deserve to live in safety 

and to be well cared for. This is why I 
am glad that there was another protest 
against the badly run Alden Village 
North. Alden is a deadly place for chil-
dren. It needs to be shut down. I hope 
that the Illinois Department of Public 
Health will soon, finally, close it down. I 
hope to attend more protests against it. 
Closing Alden Village North would be a 
step towards all children being treated 
with dignity and respect.

For children’s rights 
Chicago

•
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
Thanks to continued effort by 

Wayne County Prosecutor Kym Worthy, 
the Detroit Crime Commission and the 

Michigan Women’s Foundation launched 
a fund-raising initiative to pay for test-
ing rape kits, 11,000 of which were dis-
covered five years ago in a Detroit Police 
Department warehouse, some of them 
over 30 years old. Despite this good 
news, I remembered an old anti-Viet-
nam war poster: “It will be a great day 
when the schools get all the money they 
need and the air force has to hold a bake 
sale to buy a bomber.” Will overwhelmed 
prosecutors now have to become experts 
in fundraising? Fundamental priorities 
in our society still need re-thinking.

Another grandmother for peace 
Michigan

•
DETROIT SOLIDARITY

Community organizations are gear-
ing up to assist 37,000 Detroit residents 

whose homes are up 
for the 2015 Wayne 
County Tax Auc-
tion. Many renters 
and owners have no 
idea that their hous-
es can be sold out 
from under them. 
In a one-square mile 
neighborhood con-

sidered to be viable, 32% of the homes 
are foreclosed, with 11% occupied hous-
es. Organizations are using electronical-
ly available data, mapped by the city last 
year with major support from real estate 
developers, to reach their neighbors to 
fight these foreclosures, recognized by 
many residents as a way of getting rid of 
impoverished and minority Detroiters.

Community activist
Detroit

***
I pledge $50 a month to News and 

Letters Committees. So far, my pension 
has not been reduced.

 Retiree 
Detroit 

•
PARIS MARCH

What gives me pause is seeing, at 
the lead of that Paris March, state of-
ficials and war criminals like Netan-
yahu—who has not answered for his 
state-sponsored terrorisms—and other 
leaders who rhetorically declare, “Je suis 
Charlie,” who may have their own state-
sponsored censorships as well as ethnic 
cleansings and terrorisms at home and 
elsewhere, from Rwanda’s genocide to 
the Armenian genocide.

 Htun Lin
Bay Area

***
Some claimed that the more than 

a million people who marched in Paris 
on Jan. 11 were “following” reactionary 
leaders like Netanyahu. But they over-
looked the fact that the government 
leaders were not leading the march 
but conducting a photo op on an empty 
street shut off to the public by security 
forces. They do not represent the true 
humanity of masses of people who really 
do want to transform the world.

Observer
Chicago

•
RECALLING MARY JO

In commemoration of what would 
have been the 70th birthday of Mary 
Joan Schmidt (Mary Jo Grey): Mary 
Joan devoted her life to the proletar-
ian movement. When the roll call of the 
revolution is announced, her name will 
be on the honor list. I am glad that I was 
able to meet her. Though she is no lon-
ger with us, her spirit lives on in News 
and Letters. Ex-postal worker

Michigan

READERS’VIEWS
FROM FERGUSON TO STATEN ISLAND

I’m still trying to process #enough-
isenough. On Dec. 4 we marched all 
over town and all traffic we passed was 
stopped. People would either lean out 
and honk and wave and shake hands, 
or grimace angrily in their cars. One 
man reached out to high-five me, and 
once our hands touched, he grabbed 
my hand and stared at me. We locked 
eyes for about four seconds, and then 
we both burst into tears. I squeezed his 
hand one last time and kept moving. 

In this photo, we were somehow 
all the way on the Rutherford Street 
Bridge in Charlestown, 
Boston, when we passed 
this bus that was stopped. 
The interior lights were 
still on, so we could see 
everyone inside. The 
driver was honking and 
showing support, and 
most passengers were 
curious. This man stood 
in his seat and looked 
out the window like this, 
occasionally nodding 
his head, just staring so 
intensely. One woman 
walked up, put her hands 
against the glass, and 
held them there while 
they stared at each other. 

After that, everyone 
passing by pressed their 
hand or hands against 

his. There were so many moments like 
this that we are all surely process-
ing over and over again. There was 
so much humanity that night. That is 
what this movement is about: human-
ity. Even from the periphery where I 
need to be as a white person, I feel and 
give so much life and love every time I 
hit the streets for this movement. The 
love permeates the determination and 
the fire and the will to succeed. And 
that, dear friends, is why we are going 
to win. Robin J

Boston

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH: THIS MOVEMENT IS ABOUT HUMANITY
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NEW!

Dunayevskaya’s May 12, 1953, Let-
ter (N&L,  Nov.-Dec. 2014, p. 4) shows 
another way of understanding Hegel’s 
chapter on Absolute Idea. 
Dunayevskaya states that 
“the dialectic of the Abso-
lute Idea is the dialectic of 
the party,” and then focus-
es on the paragraph of the 
Absolute Idea chapter that 
talks about the self-libera-
tion (and not just the tran-
sition) of the Idea—which 
releases itself into Na-
ture, and then into Spirit, 
in Hegel’s Philosophy of 
Mind. Dunayevskaya interprets this as 
the liberation of the masses in the mid 
20th Century from “one-party totalitari-
anism.” For her, “Mind is the new society 
gestating in the old.” But, in the Abso-
lute Idea chapter, Hegel just  intimates 
this  liberation, and does not develop it 
concretely. Dunayevskaya sees a relation 
with Capital’s chapter about accumula-
tion of capital in which Marx intimates, 
but does not develop concretely,  the 
liberation of the masses  from the “one 
single capitalist corporation.” Neither 
Hegel, Marx or Lenin, could develop this 
liberation,  for History was not mature 
enough—but it was in Dunayevskaya’s 
time. That’s why she recreated dialec-
tics with the new social subjects from 
below  in the epoch of state-capitalist 
regimes and the colonialist “crusades” 
in the Third World. That’s what we 
should do for our time—in this epoch of 
constantly renewed processes of primi-
tive accumulation of capital (neoliberal-
ism) and the appearance of Indigenous, 
Youth and Women rebellion worldwide. 
This is what we should do in Mexico, 
with the new moment of revolt after the 
state-instigated disappearance of the 
43 students from Ayotzinapa, Guerrero, 
the constant murders of women and, the 
state violence.  Hector

Mexico City
***

In the last two issues of N&L, read-
ers had the opportunity to grapple with 
Raya Dunayevskaya’s 1953 Letters on 
Hegel’s Absolutes. People willing to 

thought-dive will encounter a full com-
prehension of the philosophy of Marx-
ist-Humanism via the pages of N&L as 

the ground in which this 
generation of revolutionar-
ies can straddle the philo-
sophical void, and then set 
humanity on a path that 
hasn’t been trodden, totally 
in recognition of the multi-
dimensional nature inher-
ent in the process. If hu-
manity is ever to transcend 
the incubus of capitalistic 
social relations, then it has 
to be with the full embrace 

of Marx’s conception of the permanence 
of revolution. Faruq

Represa, Calif.

•
BHOPAL TOXIC DISASTER

On Dec. 3, 1984, 40 tons of methyl 
isocyanate gas leaked from a pesticide 
plant owned by Union Carbide in Bho-
pal, India, poisoning thousands of resi-
dents. In 1989, Union Carbide settled 
out of court with the Indian government 
for the paltry sum of $470 million, not 
enough to cover more than a hand-
ful of hospital visits per survivor. On 
the 30th anniversary of this deadliest 
industrial catastrophe in history, the 
International Campaign for Justice in 
Bhopal, India, demands that the disas-
ter site be cleaned up, survivors receive 
just compensation, and the company be 
held accountable. Tons of waste remain 
on site, residents have had no choice but 
to drink poisoned water, thousands con-
tinue to suffer from chronic conditions 
without adequate healthcare, and birth 
defects continue to appear in newborns 
of survivors. Dow Chemical in the U.S. 
and India, along with its wholly owned 
subsidiary Union Carbide, has eluded 
justice and denies responsibility. The 
U.S. government blocked attempts to 
hold Dow Chemical accountable on U.S. 
soil, and the Indian government has 
been complicit in the disaster from the 
beginning. We welcome the Indian gov-
ernment’s decision to reopen the 1999 

settlement and renew our commitment 
for justice. For more information about 
the Bhopal disaster and actions in your 
area, visit www.bhopal.net.
International Campaign for Justice in Bhopal

•
VOICES FROM BEHIND THE BARS

Greetings to you all in solidarity! I 
just wanted to check in with you all and 
also thanks for printing my letter on the 
struggle for the sheet exchange issue. I 
just put together a Zine, Prisoners Air 
Mail, and I used a photo out of your pa-
per, a Spanish girl holding a sign. I hope 
you don’t mind? Also, when I wrote the 
thank-yous in the Zine I made a com-
ment, “Anyone I didn’t mention will just 
have to sue me!” I take that back because 
I meant to thank N&L and forgot!  

 R.D. Hontiveros
Represa, Calif.

***
Thank you very much for sending 

me N&L. As a Marxist-Humanist com-
munist Gay person, I am deeply involved 
in your overall political philosophy. The 
aspects of the liberation of conscious-
ness and the application of justice for 
all people have a very positive resonance 
with me. Prisoner 

Brunswick, N.C.
***

I like 
N&L because 
it sheds light 
on matters 
the main-
stream me-
dia ignores. 
While the me-
dia focus on 
whether Mike Brown stole some cigars 
from a convenience store to basically ig-
nore the brutal nature in which he was 
murdered, N&L focuses on the racist pig 
that killed him in cold blood. The media 
focuses on Eric Garner’s physical health 
deficiencies to excuse the racist pig that 
put him in an illegal chokehold. N&L fo-
cuses on the NYPD’s reckless disregard 
for Black Life in Amerika. N&L is my 
“distraction” from the prison industrial 
complex. Prisoner

Portage, Wisc. 
***

I came across a few pages of your 
paper, and I am hooked. I am interested 
in receiving more information, old pam-
phlets, old newspapers and updated 
news so that I can better educate myself 
about your movements. I am a 33-year-
old Hispanic, incarcerated in various 
California State prisons in the SHU (se-
curity housing unit) since 2002. I will 
soon be paroled to society straight out of 
the SHU. I might want to contribute or 
help. Prisoner

Tehachapi, Calif.
***

I would like to thank you for the 
work that you do to keep us on the inside 
informed about what’s truly going on in 
the world. The news media only tells you 
what they are paid to tell you. I have a 
life sentence and have been in prison 31 
years. I’m somewhat alone in this world, 
but it’s a true blessing to have N&L to 
help me grow and to keep my brain from 
going dead. I want to keep the young 
people coming into this place informed 
with the truth in hopes that they will 
wake up and stop supporting the prison 
system. Prisoner

Mt. Sterling, Ill.
***

I’m a state prisoner who would like 
to receive a donated subscription of your 
paper if you have the available donors. 
I’m a genuine Marxist devoted to serv-
ing the people. I appreciate your time 
and assistance. Together we can make a 
difference in our world. Prisoner

LaBelle, Penn.
***

As long as I’ve been subscribing to 
N&L I’ve sent in a $10 check, $5 for the 
sub, which I think is too little, and $5 as 
a donation for the paper. So I’m sending 
you a check again for an annual renewal 
of my subscription for 2015 for $10, $5 
for my own sub and the other $5 for a do-
nation for a sub for a prisoner. For work-
er self-management of the economy and 
opposed to bureaucracy in all forms.  
 Subscriber

Berkeley, Calif.

DUNAYEVSKAYA’S LETTERS ON HEGEL’S ABSOLUTES

TO OUR READERS: Can you do-
nate $5 for a prisoner who cannot 
pay for a subscription to N&L? It 
will be shared with many others. 
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continued from p. 4
free from stereotyped forms.”6 And so I repeat Mind 
itself, the new society, is “the mediating agent in the 
process.”7

This is where Hegel arrives at Absolute Mind, 
the third syllogism: “The third syllogism is the Idea 
of philosophy, which has self-knowing reason, the 
absolutely-universal, for its middle term: a middle, 
which divides itself into Mind and Nature, making 
the former its presupposition, as process of the Idea’s 
subjective activity, and the latter its universal extreme, 
as process of the objectively and implicitly existing 
Idea” [Mind, ¶577].

No wonder I was so struck, when working out the 
layers of the party, with the Syllogism which disclosed 
that either the Universal or the Particular or the 
Individual could be the middle term. Note carefully 
that the “middle which divides itself” is nothing 
less than the absolute universal itself and that, in 
dividing itself into Mind and Nature, it makes Mind 
the presupposition “as process of the Idea’s subjective 
activity” and Nature “as process of the objectively and 
implicitly existing Idea.”

Here, much as I try not once again to jolt you by 
sounding as if I were exhorting, I’m too excited not to 
rejoice at what this means for us. But I’ll stick close 
to Hegel and not go off for visits with Lenin and 
Marx. Hegel says that the two appearances of the 
Idea (Socialism in the form of the Commune and the 
Soviets) characterize both [as] its manifestation and in 
it precisely is “A unification of the two aspects”:

“The self-judging of the Idea into its two 
appearances [¶575, 576] characterizes both as its (the 
self-knowing reason’s) manifestations: and in it there 
is a unification of the two aspects:—it is the nature of 
the fact, the notion, which causes the movement and 
development, yet this same movement is equally the 
action of cognition. The eternal Idea, in full fruition of 
its essence, eternally sets itself to work, engenders and 
enjoys itself as absolute Mind” [Mind, ¶577].

We have entered the new society.
W. [Raya Dunayevskaya]

6. See Lenin’s “How to Organize Competition,” in Selected 
Works, Vol. IX, p. 420.

7. In the 1974 edition this paragraph has vertical double lines 
drawn alongside it. 

FROM THE WRITINGS OF
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Revolt surges against racist system
Synead Nichols, New York: “People want to see 

change and artists do as well. We want to see that 
difference because we have a hope for this world. There 
is this utopia of things that we are striving for. Who 
knows if it can be had, but I think we can get there. It’s 
not an unattainable thing.”

Brianna Richardson, Ferguson: “What you see 
on the ground and what you see on the news is two 
completely different pictures. You’d think this is all 
about men, giving all these speeches, having all these 
ideas. When you’re there, you see women have a more 
prominent role. When it comes to being a Black woman, 
you deal with the oppression of both race and gender. You 
can’t turn one off. Black lives matter, Trans lives matter, 
women’s lives matter. I’m standing for all of Black lives.”

Ethan, We Charge Genocide, Chicago: “The 
American flag is stitched with the blood and agony of 
the denial of people of color’s humanity. The state is 
responsible for torturing and displacing Indigenous 
people with violent physical, spiritual and sexual 
assaults, along with 
poisoning all of our 
ecosystems. Rape is the 
second highest crime 
committed by police, at 
least 500 people tasered 
to death in the U.S., over 
12,000 human lives lost to 
police genocide.”
RIGHT-WING RACISM, 
ANTI-SEMITISM

The rulers know 
exactly what they are 
fighting. The right-wing 
propagandist who wrote a 
recent article in the cult-
owned Washington Times 
opined that billionaire 
George Soros was the 
real force behind the protests, and that his purpose 
was “to widen the scope of the incident to focus on 
interrelated causes—not just the overpolicing and racial 
discrimination narratives that were highlighted by the 
newspapers in August.” (“George Soros funds Ferguson 
protests, hopes to spur civil action,” Washington Times, 
Jan. 14, 2015.)

This resort to anti-Semitic conspiracy theorizing 
should surprise no one. Since 2008 the racist Right has 
engaged in a non-stop effort to crush whatever ideas 
of freedom and self-determination allowed President 
Obama to enter the White House—ideas, ironically, 
that he has largely repudiated or ignored himself. It 
has brought big corporate money together with formerly 
fringe elements, from the Ku Klux Klan to the John 
Birch Society, neo-Confederates and white nationalists, 
in the Tea Party and other falsely claimed “grassroots” 
organizations. 

These attacks are directed against the drive toward 
revolutionary democracy that is inherent to Black 
freedom struggles. A significant part of the ruling class 
has signed off on this fascist project. It is the way the 
issue of class is always played out in American society—
inseparable from the realities of racism.
THE MILITARIZATION OF SOCIETY

Class is also inseparable from the question of 
imperialism. The U.S.’s imperialist wars have fed the 
militarization of domestic policing that has been so 
much a part of the State’s response to the protests in 
Ferguson. As Amnesty International observed, the 
rights to peaceful assembly, freedom of association, 
and freedom of expression were seriously imperiled. A 
Marxist-Humanist activist on the scene said, “It may 
not be a revolution yet, but this sure feels like a war.”

Black and poor communities have long 
understood the role of the police as an occupying 
army. Ferguson is a perfect example: a community 
that has long been exploited and plundered, as 
St. Louis County squeezed the people with traffic 
fines and petty arrests, to the profit of the white 
power structure. When protests over Michael 
Brown’s murder began, they were immediately 
met with total disrespect, with riot police in 
military gear, tear gas and rubber bullets, sonic 
cannons, and continual escalation.

New York police union leader Patrick J. Lynch 
exemplifies this war spirit. After the recent protests he 
ghoulishly exploited the deaths of two police officers to 
say, “The Mayor’s hands are literally dripping with our 
blood because of his words, actions and policies and we 
have, for the first time in a number of years, become a 
‘wartime’ police department. We will act accordingly.” 
Mayor de Blasio’s bloody offense, in Lynch’s eyes, was to 
admit that he had warned his biracial Black/white son 
about how to act in encounters with police. This conflict 
reflects real divisions within the ruling class.

Like its complement, Russian ruler Vladimir 
Putin’s “Eurasianism,” this militaristic “white 
nationalism” wielding state power carries the seed of 
future imperialist wars within itself.

We have now suffered a full four decades of 
cancerous growth of the prison industrial complex, 
U.S. capitalism’s racist response to its structural crisis, 
which has targeted mainly Blacks—including Black 
women—Latinos, and the poor. The warehousing of 
millions, their disenfranchisement as citizens, and the 
denial of their humanity have created a social order 
in which Black youth are made to live continuously 
suspended over an abyss of non-existence.
BLACK YOUTH EMBODY MARX’S HUMANISM

The discovery of gold and silver in America, the 
extirpation, enslavement and entombment in 
mines of the aboriginal population...the turning 
of Africa into a warren for the hunting of Black 
skins, signalized the rosy dawn of the era of 
capitalist production.  —Karl Marx

Today’s youth have fully absorbed the reality 
of this racist prison system and been schooled by 
generations of resistance to it. They see its roots deep 
in the development of U.S. and world capitalism, in the 
genocidal conquest of the Americas and the enslavement 

of Africans. They are very 
close in this regard to 
Marx’s development of the 
absolute contradictions of 
capitalism, close enough 
to give every promise of 
the further development 
of revolutionary theory 
and practice.

This is no mere 
academic question. While 
the development of so-
called “identity politics,” 
hated by reactionaries, has 
yielded many important 
insights, and helped 
to unmask structural 
racism, it is by no means 
on the same level as the 

concrete struggles of California Pelican Bay prisoners 
who have in practice forged necessary alliances between 
Blacks, Latinos and whites. As one of them wrote, “At 
the heart of social movements is the fundamental quest 
to unify subjectivity and objectivity—in other words, for 
an individual’s thinking/feelings to be reflected in their 
given reality. With such a full expression of humanism 
society can be reconstructed on human foundations.” 
(Faruq, Pelican Bay Hunger Strikers: “We want to be 
validated as human.”)

While blank-eyed sociopaths like Wilson, 
Pantaleo and George Zimmerman are the 
template for the white supremacist mind, the 
absolute opposite can be found in the rich, 
revolutionary humanism developed through 
four centuries of freedom struggles, from Nat 
Turner, Sojourner Truth and John Brown to 
Martin Luther King, Ella Baker, Malcolm X and 
the National Welfare Rights Organization to the 
Pelican Bay hunger strikers.

This humanism in the spirit of Marx, Frantz 
Fanon and Marxist-Humanism is both entry point and 
touchstone for the development of revolutionary ideas 
today. This new movement builds on the spirit of the 
Arab Spring and the Occupy Wall Street movement it 
inspired. It parallels the humanism expressed by the 
Arab Spring revolutions, most significantly in Syria, as 
elaborated in the pages of N&L. The movements from 
practice have pushed theory to a higher level that can 
develop into a full philosophy of freedom. Who will now 
take responsibility for developing and articulating this? 
Marxism in its true form remains what it always has 
been, a collective creation of humanity that must be 
recreated anew in each generation.

News & Letters recognizes this historic moment, 
and we encourage the fullest political and philosophic 
dialogue within the movement. As Raya Dunayevskaya 
wrote in American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses 
as Vanguard (1963, 1983), the absolute challenge 
to our age is the concretization of Marx’s concept of 
“revolution in permanence.” The Black dimension is 
crucial to the total uprooting of existing, exploitative, 
racist, sexist society and the creation of new, truly 
human foundations.

Crescent City, Calif.—Nothing can prepare you for en-
tering the Security Housing Unit (SHU). It’s a world 
unto itself where cold, quiet and emptiness come togeth-
er, seeping into your bones, then eventually the mind.

The first week I told myself: It isn’t that bad, I 
could do this. The second week, I stood outside in the 
middle of the prison yard in my underwear, shivering 
as I was pelted with hail and rain. By the third week, I 
found myself squatting in the corner filing fingernails 
down over coarse concrete walls, my sense of human 
decency dissipating with each day. At the end of the 
first year, my feet and hands began to split open from 
the cold. I bled over my clothes, my food, between my 
sheets. Band-Aids were not allowed, and even confis-
cated when found.

My sense of normalcy began to wane after just 
three years of confinement. Now I was asking my-
self, can I do this? Not sure about anything anymore. 
Though I didn’t realize it at the time—looking back 
now—the unraveling must have begun then. My psyche 
had changed. I would never be the same. The ability to 
hold a single good thought left me, as easily as if it were 
a simple shift of wind sifting over tired, battered bones.
A GOOD DAY IN THE SHU

There’s a definite split in personality when good 
turns to evil. The darkness that looms above is thick, 
heavy and suffocating. A snap so sharp, the echo is 
deafening. A sound so loud you expect to find blood 
leaking from your ears at the bleakest moment. The 
waking is the most traumatic. From the moment your 
bare feet graze the rugged stone floor, your face begins 
to sag, knuckles tighten, flashing pale in the pitch of 
early morning. 

The slightest slip in a quiet dawn can set a SHU 
personality into a tailspin: if the sink water is not warm 
enough, the toilet flushes too loud, the drop of a soap 
dish, a cup...in an instant you bare teeth, shake with 
rage. Your heart hammers against ribs, lodges in your 
throat. You are capable of killing anything at this mo-
ment. Flash attack: a beating, any violent outburst that 
will release rage. This would be the time it’s best to 
hold rigid. Take a deep breath. Try to convince yourself 
there’s an ounce of good left in you. This is not a portrait 
you wish anyone to see. And then a gull screeches—
passing outside—another tailspin begins and you’re 
checking your ears for blood.

And this is a good day. —C.F. Villa

Participants at the Justice for All March on Dec. 13 in Washington, DC.
fuseboxradio

What solitary means
continued from p. 1
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Grassroots New York protests
New York—Entering historic Washington Square 

Park in Greenwich Village on Dec. 13, contingent after 
contingent chanted slogans demanding justice for Eric 
Garner and the end of police harassment in poor and 
working-class neighborhoods. The march of 30,000 was 
grassroots and unified. 

Most people carried handmade signs expressing 
outrage at police murders of unarmed Black men and 
women in New York, as well as in Ferguson and other 
parts of the country. Signs reminded us that Eric Gar-
ner’s family and children would be having their first 
Christmas without their father. 
‘BLACK LIVES MATTER’

One sign said, “De Blasio: You have blood on your 
hands.” Signs everywhere stated simply “Black Lives 
Matter” and “Ferguson.” That one word reminded peo-
ple that this was much more than a New York problem.

Along the parade route were the ubiquitous NYPD 
metal barricades and hundreds of police officers in front 
of virtually every building in this upper-class neighbor-
hood. Number One Fifth Avenue, an exclusive home to 
multimillionaires, had its own security. The march end-
ed at Police Headquarters, where we were greeted by a 
line of cops in riot gear. Along the way we chanted “No 
Justice, No Peace, No Racist Police!” “Black Lives Mat-
ter!” and we called for the indictment of the cop who 
killed Eric Garner. 
MULTIRACIAL RAGE

One of the most striking things about the march 
was its multiracial character—a large percentage of 
the protesters were young whites. They recognized the 
need to take a stand and did so. The outrage over the 
police killings has cut across race, age, and even class 
boundaries. 

In the end people discovered we had the power 
to bring midtown Manhattan to a screeching halt, to 
unite around a common idea, take to the streets, and 
build a movement to fight police terror in the streets of 
America.  —Participant

�
LA protests racist police kills

Los Angeles—Since Ferguson, Mo., police officer 
Darren Wilson shot and killed an unarmed Michael 
Brown on Aug. 9, Los Angeles activists have joined 
the many national protests against the racist killing 
of unarmed Black and Latino youths by police, in Los 
Angeles and throughout the country.

On Nov. 25, after a grand jury refused to indict 
Wilson, activists gathered at Leimert Park in the pres-
ence of the LAPD, who had closed Crenshaw Blvd. to 
auto traffic. A group marched up Crenshaw Blvd.—the 
beginning of almost daily protests. The following day, 
called by the Youth Justice Coalition, 1,000 people, in-
cluding Blacks, whites, Latinos and Asians, and air-
port workers, gathered at the intersection of Crenshaw 
and Martin Luther King Blvd. to continue the protest, 
chanting “Hands Up Don’t Shoot!”

Signs read: “Michael Brown shot 6 times by Fer-
guson police,” “Justice for Ezell Ford,” “Stop Police 
Occupation of our Community,” “Criminal Justice 
System=State-Sponsored Lynching,” “Elected Civilian 
Police Review Board Now,” and “Revoke Police License 
to Kill.” After several minutes of silence for Michael 
Brown, we marched to Figueroa St. and engaged in civil 
disobedience, stopping traffic.

On Dec. 5, 300 to 500 gathered at LAPD head-
quarters for a press conference against police killing of 
unarmed Black and Brown youths. Speakers included 
local clergy and an organizer with Black Lives Matter. 
We then marched eight miles to where an unarmed 
Ezell Ford was murdered by two LAPD officers. Re-
cords show that since 2000, 599 people have been killed 
by law enforcement in LA. From 2007 to 2014, of the 
324 killed, 32% were Black and Latino. 

In one demonstration, over 1,000 protesters 
marched through downtown. When the protesters 
started to march toward the corporate area and South 
Park, which is being heavily gentrified, the LAPD 
declared the protest illegal. They arrested over 200, 
claiming they had ordered the group to disperse, which 
no protesters heard. In an attempt to intimidate the 

by Suzanne Rose
Eight-year-old Dakota Nafzinger, who was born 

with no eyes, had his cane taken away from him by per-
sonnel at Gracemor Elementary School in North Kan-
sas City, Mo., and replaced with a foam pool noodle (a 
pool flotation device). Dakota was throwing his cane up 
and down in time to music when the driver took it away. 
The school thought he was becoming violent, so they 
took his cane and sent the pool noodle home with him. 
After a community outcry and support for Dakota, the 
school apologized and returned his cane.

*   *   *
The first to be singled out for systematic murder 

by the Nazis were the mentally ill and intellectually 
disabled. By the end of World War II an estimated 
300,000 people with disabilities had been gassed or 
starved, their fates hidden by phony death certificates 
and then largely overlooked in the years that followed. 
The last to have their suffering publicly acknowledged, 
they now have their own memorial in the middle of Ber-
lin: a 79-foot-long wall of blue tinted glass stands at 
Tiergartenstrasse 4, the site where dozens of doctors 
plotted and carried out the killings of patients under a 
program known as “Operation T4.” Before the program 
was halted in 1941, some 70,000 people had been killed 
in the first gas chambers at six sites across Germany. 
The Nazis’ mass murder of the disabled paved the way 
for what would later be carried out on an even larger 
scale against Jews and others in the death camps.

*   *   *
In the salt fields of Sinui Island, South Korea, 

known for its disabled and homeless slaves, Kim Seong-
Baek, who is half-blind, was forced to work without pay 
for 18-hour days, mining the big salt crystals in the 
mud around him. “It was a living hell,” Kim said in a 
recent series of interviews with The Associated Press. 
He tried to escape once, but was found, beaten and sent 
back to the salt mines. The farmers claim they are do-
ing people with disabilities a favor by forcing them to 
work.

Rage against lawless police murders
Al Qaeda of the Arabian Peninsula is not the only 

group which has grown and recruited heavily, exploit-
ing rage in the Muslim world at the U.S. presence in the 
Middle East. Many now compete with the U.S. in ex-
panding the body count of mostly Muslims in the region 
and in trying to kill the idea of freedom. Despite such 
formidable obstacles, Arab Spring revolutions have 
sprung up again and again in Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen, 
Syria and elsewhere. 

Amedy Coulibaly, who killed people at the Kosher 
market, pledged allegiance to the Islamic State which 
has been driven back from its control of Kobane by de-
termined Kurdish fighters aided by U.S. air strikes. 
Nevertheless, it continues its bloody sway over a large 
swath of Syria and Iraq. Meanwhile Assad, whose 
regime is responsible for more than 200,000 deaths 
among Syrians, has continued his counter-revolution, 
with U.S. complicity, by dropping barrel bombs on reb-
els and civilians in areas like Aleppo.
TALIBAN STILL IN AFGHANISTAN & PAKISTAN

Despite the Taliban having originally taken power 
in Afghanistan under the patronage of Pakistani secu-
rity forces, the Taliban in northwest Pakistan on Dec. 
16 killed 150 children and school personnel at the Army 
Public School in Peshawar. Taliban spokesmen justified 
the slaughter as retaliation for the army’s current cam-
paign against their bases.

In 2008 Barack Obama had secured the nomi-
nation for President thanks to his stance against 
Bush-Cheney’s 2003 invasion of Iraq. But Obama, 
trying to avoid the right wing blaming him for 
losing Bush’s war, promised to “be as careful get-
ting out as we were careless getting in.” This in-
exorably led to Obama’s escalation of “the good 
war” in Afghanistan and his refusal to cut short 
by a single day Bush’s planned campaign in Iraq. 

With U.S. troops diminished in Afghanistan but far 
from departed, President Ghani has initiated extensive 
maneuvers. He has met with the head of Pakistan in-
telligence, ISI chief Lt. Gen. Akhtar. Ghani also offered 
cabinet positions to the Taliban, and governorships 
of three southern provinces. The Taliban is currently 
not part of the ruling coalition only because it refused 
Ghani’s offer.

Rather than removing an oppressor, the U.S. inva-
sion added layers of obstruction to the liberation of the 
Afghan people. George W. Bush failed to gain the con-
trol of the Middle East that he and his cabal expected 
troops and bombs to bring. His legacy instead is the re-
cruitment opportunities he has provided for the Islamic 
State and other anti-American and anti-revolutionary 
groups, and forging a bipartisan U.S. consensus for per-
manent war, continued by Obama. 

protesters, they were illegally jailed overnight with no 
charges filed against them.

On Dec. 27, over a thousand mostly young Black 
activists demonstrated non-violently in the affluent 
Westside. In the weeks that followed, a group occupied 
the sidewalk to urge LAPD chief Charles Beck to fire 
the two cops who killed Ford and stop police killings. 
He has refused to do so. —Basho

�
Oakland Millions March 

Oakland, Cal.—Organizers of Oakland’s version of 
the Dec. 13 national Millions March called on Black 
marchers to move up front and also to take the mike 
during a rally on the steps of the Alameda County 
courthouse. They asked participants not to chant 
“Hands Up, Don’t Shoot” or “I Can’t Breathe.” The 
theme was community healing, and they tried to avoid 
confrontation with authority. 

On another day Black students from the Universi-
ty of California at Berkeley entered several restaurants 
frequented by whites in Oakland’s Rockridge district 
to read the names of Black and Brown men, women 
and children killed by cops. “Black Brunch” activists 
spent no more than ten minutes in each place. Custom-
ers and business owners were impressed. It was not at 
all like the raucous actions featuring white anarchists, 
some of whom turned out to be undercover police of-
ficers working as agents provocateurs. 

—David M’Oto
�

NYC youth demand justice
New York—First there was Ferguson. A young Black 

man dead, and the killer cop walks. Then, as if to pour 
salt in the wound, the killer of New Yorker Eric Garner 
also walked free. The city exploded, not with violence, 
but with the rage of people who said, in the words of 
Garner, “This has got to stop!”

The grand jury decision was beyond belief. The 
whole world had seen the video of the cops killing 
Garner. The whole world knew the coroner had ruled 
it a homicide. But Staten Island is the borough in New 
York City where lots of cops live.

On Dec. 4, with no official leaders, people began 
marching from the Brooklyn Bridge, blocking traffic, 
defying the police to arrest them, which they did not. 
They only prevented people from taking control of the 
Bridge as Occupy Wall Street had done. People rallied 
in Union Square and marched to Times Square, which 
filled with protesters. On the same day, hundreds more 
filled Grand Central Station and held a “die-in” to pro-
test the decision. 

In the days that followed, youthful protesters, 
Black, white, Latino, Asian, united by outrage, par-
tially shut down the Brooklyn Bridge and the West 
Side Highway, blocked tunnels connecting Manhat-
tan and New Jersey and tried to flood the Staten Is-
land ferry. Hundreds were arrested during “die-ins” at 
some of Manhattan’s busiest commercial intersections 
and transportation hubs. Demonstrators flooded into 
Macy’s flagship store in Herald Square, chanting “Eric 
Garner, Michael Brown, Shut It Down, Shut It Down!” 

Snaking through Midtown, protesters stopped at 
the James A. Farley Post Office, then marched to the 
Times Square Toys “R” Us store holding signs including 
“Claim Humanity” and “Racism Kills.” Others chanted, 
“No Justice, No Christmas!”

Such leaderless, self-organized, media-savvy pro-
tests organized and directed by young people haven’t 
been seen by New Yorkers since Occupy Wall Street. 
They have tied up the city while official “leaders” have 
been holding press conferences. The youth are not in-
terested in press conferences. They know the fight for 
justice will be in the streets. —Michael Gilbert

ADAPT warns Rauner
Chicago—On Jan. 12, about 25 of us from disabled 

rights organization Chicago ADAPT went to the Gover-
nor’s office in Chicago to deliver a letter to Governor-
elect Bruce Rauner, letting him know who we are and 
what our demands are. Three of us got to his office and 
delivered the letter and a banner listing our major de-
mands, including fully funding home healthcare. 

Rauner has made his living out of exploiting the 
disabled and elderly in his many nursing homes. A com-
rade delivered a copy of the letter to Rauner’s office in 
Springfield at the same time, but he couldn’t get past 
the security guards. He was forced to give the letter to 
one of the guards.

—Suzanne Rose

E D I T O R I A L
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Letter from Mexico

Mexican protests deepen
Mexico City—At the end of the Nov. 20 mass dem-

onstration in Mexico City in support of Ayotzinapa’s 
missing students, acts of repression from state forces 
became more open and intense. Federal and city police 
indiscriminately attacked families, including children 
and seniors, who were protesting peacefully. As well, 
the police arbitrarily apprehended 11 young protesters. 
Their purpose was to frighten people so they would stop 
demonstrating, and to try and divert the struggle from 
demanding the return of the missing normalistas (stu-
dents from the Normal school in Ayotzinapa) toward a 
strategy for avoiding state violence.
UNENDING DEMONSTRATIONS

Although such 
aims were partially 
fulfilled, the struggle 
continued to develop 
and search for a path-
way to full freedom: 

1) On Nov. 21 par-
ents and schoolmates 
of the disappeared 
students declared that 
they would no longer 
wait for official insti-
tutions in searching 
for their children. In-
stead, they announced 
that “The State was 
responsible and due 
to this, they won’t 
solve anything,” and 
asked for the help of 
the community police 
from Guerrero—an autonomous group created to de-
fend people from narco-traffic gangs.

2) On Nov. 25 there was a significant demonstra-
tion in Mexico City demanding the liberation of the 11 
youth imprisoned five days before. Parents and school-
mates of the normalistas were again present. This 
emphasized that their struggle was not separate from 
the new one for the liberation of the imprisoned, and 
against state violence. They made clear that the only 
way to stop state repression was by going out again to 
the streets, fighting for the construction of a new world.
ALTERNATIVE GOVERNMENTS PROLIFERATE 

3) On Dec. 1 another big demonstration took place 
in Mexico City. At the end, one of the normalistas’ 
parents announced that people from his hometown 
in Tecoanapa, Guerrero—one of the poorest in the 

country—had dismissed the state authorities and be-
gun developing a self-government, based on people’s 
councils and supported by the community police. Since 
then, some 28 towns and cities from the state of Guer-
rero (including Acapulco) have a popular government 
alternative to the official one. Here, we can’t avoid 
thinking of the Zapatistas’ experience. After acknowl-
edging that the state would never fulfill their demands, 
they focused on building Indigenous autonomy.

4) On Dec. 5 the normalistas’ parents were told 
(via a DNA test on burned remains) that one of their 
children was dead. Nevertheless, the next day, on the 
symbolic occupation of Mexico City (one hundred years 

since the entrance of Zapata and 
Villa’s troops to the city, in the 
context of the Mexican Revolu-
tion), they stated that they won’t 
sit and moan for their dead child, 
but would fight until they found the 
other 42 missing students alive.

5) Twenty days later, three 
months after the disappearance of 
the normalistas, a new global ac-
tion in support of Ayotzinapa took 
place. In Mexico, the demonstra-
tion ended with a call to continue 
the construction of the people’s au-
tonomy in Guerrero and to boycott 
2015 federal and local elections.

6) In addition to all this, there 
have been constant occupations of 
casetas (automobile tax stations) in 
several states, as well as the free 
subway brigades in Mexico City. 

There has been the creation of the National Students 
Coordination and the preparations for the first Nation-
al Polytechnic Congress, after the strike in that school 
(see Nov.-Dec. N&L, p. 11). All these actions are related 
to the movement for Ayotzinapa.

After Nov. 20 the struggle isn’t stuck in strategies 
for avoiding repression, but has gone in the search for a 
new—non-classist, non-sexist, non-racist—world.

—G.W.F. Héctor

What intrigues me in Franklin Dmitryev’s article 
in the last issue responding to Dunayevskaya’s May 
12, 1953, Letter is how he sees the development of Du-
nayevskaya’s thoughts on philosophy and organization 
where she went beyond the old ideas of the party to see-
ing the “party” as the new society being born from the 
old. It is a good thing that News and Letters Commit-
tees has broken sharply from all the Leninist formations 
without capitulating to a certain juvenile anarchist re-
jection of all authority or structure. I would like to add 
something, however: the idea of the organic party.

This idea is based on Antonio Gramsci’s idea of the 
organic intellectual, wherein, to cite an excellent anal-
ysis I found online, “Organic Intellectuals & Counter 
Hegemonic Theoretical Discourse” by Anthony Torres 
(asitoughttobe.com/2009/09/01/critical-theory): 

“...Gramsci maintained that the working class, and 
its surrogates, needs to develop its own ‘organic intel-
lectuals’ to articulate its coherent philosophy, in order 
to counter a bourgeois hegemony of ideas. Additionally, 
he believed that with the emergence of new modes of pro-
duction and the consequent emergence of a new class 
vying for dominance, there should develop a new class 
of intellectuals who give the ascending class homogene-
ity and awareness of its social interests and progressive 
role, not only in the economic sphere but also politically 
and culturally. 

“The struggle for social liberation demands the es-
tablishment of a rival hegemony, and thus a struggle to 
establish a cadre of rival ‘organic intellectuals’ to win 
over the bulk of ‘traditional’ intellectuals, as well as 
to articulate the interests of an ascending socially con-
scious class. 

“Here, one of the first tasks for socially progressive 
‘organic intellectuals’ is to discredit or dispute a domi-
nant ideological hegemony of the ruling class through 
opposing value systems. This implies that working peo-
ple and the oppressed must create a continuous expan-
sion of ‘consent’ in which various groups are melded to-
gether to form new alliances and historical blocs between 
‘traditional intellectuals’ and ‘organic intellectuals.’ 

“However, perhaps the most important, as regards 
the notion of organic intellectuals, is that for Gramsci 
there seems to be an explicit association that impacts 
and problematically binds his considerations of ‘organic 
intellectuals’ as being integrally related to an alterna-
tive ascendant revolutionary party as the intellectual 
wing of the working class. 

“Gramsci, it seems, believes that all members of a 
political party should be regarded as intellectuals. Here, 
what is critical is that the formation and function of an 
alternative party—which should be organizational and 
directive—be educative, in other words, intellectual.” 

If we apply this idea of the organic intellectual to 
the questions of organization, the “organic party” which 
is not a vanguard party consists of a social force which 
tries to establish a set of ideas which seek to overthrow 
the ideas of bourgeois society. Torres sees the “organic 
intellectual” in the context of the Leninist idea of the 
vanguard party. We can go beyond that, remaining true 
to Dunayevskaya’s rejection of vanguardism, by recog-
nizing that, even for her, the development of working-
class intellectuals, men and women from the factories 
and the fields, is key to the growth of a revolutionary 
organization. Dunayevskaya’s ideas on the Absolute 
Mind, concretized in the class struggle, acquire an or-
ganizational form—News and Letters Committees—
and in the context of that form, priority should be given 
to the development of a new type of party, the organic 
party, a unity of intellectuals and the new working-
class intellectuals that we hope to bring to fruition. 
IDEAS FOR THE FUTURE

News and Letters Committees and its members 
should recognize that in our total opposition to both 
capitalist and state-capitalist societies, in our embrace 
of the revolutionary aspect of Hegelianism, and in bas-
ing our philosophy on the humanism of Marx, we are a 
clear and distinct force in the Left, the organic party in 
gestation; and that in our public work, in our develop-
ment of a philosophic dialogue with other progressive 
forces, in our solidarity campaigns and in the prepara-
tion of the newspaper, we should recognize our unique 
character and contributions and act accordingly. 

Unlike vanguard parties, our goal is not the 
incorporation of a cadre into a certain fixed 
structure that Lenin advocated for in 1902 and 
rejected in 1905, but the development of “or-
ganic intellectuals,” thinkers and philosophers 
from the ranks of the Black masses as vanguard, 
women, youth, and workers, who themselves will 
take responsibility for the articulation and de-
velopment of a philosophy of revolution. If News 
and Letters Committees begins to see itself as a 
place where “organic intellectuals” from what-
ever class can be united in an organic party, in 
this new sense of identification, our work will be 
more fruitful. 

Comments are always welcome. After all, the only 
constant in this world, including in this organization, is 
the dynamic of change. —Michael Gilbert

PHILOSOPHIC DIALOGUE

Transgender Day of 
Remembrance

In cities across the world, the names of Trans-
gender people who were murdered or committed sui-
cide were read out at rallies on or around Nov. 20, the 
Transgender Day of Remembrance. The list is incom-
plete: many deaths go unreported. These deaths must 
end, now.

Ohio teenager Leelah Alcorn, who had been re-
jected by her family, posted her suicide note online last 
December: “Fix society. Please.” Then she walked into 
the path of a truck. It is estimated that over 40% of 
Transgender teenagers have attempted suicide before 
the age of 20 (see “Queer Notes” this page). 

Javier Noyle, of Peru, was one of the latest found 
shot to death. No country is safe.

Most societies are unsupportive of Transgender 
people and there are not enough services, support 
groups and safe spaces for them. In the U.S., Transgen-
der people of color are in even more danger.

Year by year, just a smattering of achieve-
ments are made. The advances toward full hu-
man rights and acceptance are too slow. 

The U.S. Department of Justice has declared that 
discrimination against the Transgendered is sex dis-
crimination, under Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act, thus promising some protections for Transgender 
workers. For example, Trans workers will have the 
right to sue employers for sex discrimination. 

Florida’s Miami-Dade County, where Anita 
Bryant once led the backlash against legal pro-
tections for Gays and Lesbians, passed a human 
rights ordinance that is inclusive of Transgender 
people. 

Internationally, Nepal’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
is seeking to allow people to identify as a third gender 
on passports. India’s Supreme Court ruled that people 
may identify as “other,” rather than having to identify 
as either female or male. These decisions at least pro-
vide Transgender people some legal protections and 
rights in practice. 

The online responses to Leelah Alcorn’s suicide 
show there is a stronger resolve to secure full human 
rights for Transgender people. To accomplish this, so 
that we may all live in a human world, a revolutionary 
movement is needed. —Elise Barclay

by Dee Perkins
The late December suicide of 17-year-old Transgen-

der youth Leelah Alcorn has shaken the public with an 
intimate glimpse into the torment of gender dysphoria 
in a too frequently uncomprehending world. In the sui-
cide note she posted to Tumblr, the Ohio youth recount-
ed that she “cried of happiness” when she found a term 
for who she was, Transgender, something she’d felt 
since she was four. Her parents treated her to so-called 
Christian conversion-therapy 
and the teen despaired of not 
receiving hormone therapy be-
fore completing puberty. Leelah 
concluded her note, “The only 
way I will rest in peace is if one 
day Transgender people aren’t 
treated the way I was, they’re 
treated like humans, with valid 
feelings and human rights. Gender needs to be taught 
about in schools, the earlier the better. My death needs 
to mean something. My death needs to be counted in 
the number of Transgender people who commit suicide 
this year....Fix society. Please.”

*   *   *
On Nov. 15 writer, activist, and Transgender pio-

neer Leslie Feinberg died at age 65 of complications 
from decades-old tick-borne infections. Author of the 
1993 award-winning coming-of-age novel Stone Butch 
Blues, which was groundbreaking as a tale of gender 
complexity, Feinberg complicated notions of gender, 
preferring the gender-neutral pronoun ze over she and 
he and hir over her and his. A creative and tireless ac-
tivist, she organized against anti-Black racism in At-
lanta and Boston, for Palestinian sovereignty, for AIDS 
patients in the early days of the epidemic, and for wom-
en’s reproductive rights. She rejected the state’s right 
or authority to confer family, underscoring the individ-
ual’s title to define family and loved ones, citing Marx, 
who wrote that in order for the individual’s relation-
ship to the world to be a human one, only love can be 
exchanged for love. Feinberg is survived by hir spouse 
Minnie Bruce Pratt and extended family of choice.

*   *   *
Russia has denied driver’s licenses to Transgen-

der people. In its unrelenting campaign against LGBT 
people, the “On Road Safety” law signed by Prime Min-
ister Medvedev on Dec. 29, outlines medical conditions, 
including mental and behavioral disorders—in which it 
counts, against all credible medical conclusions, Trans-
gender identity—that disqualify individuals from driv-
ing. 

Q U E E R N O T E S

Demonstration in Mérida, Yucatán, demanding justice for the 43 
disappeared students of Ayotzinapa.

http://callejerorev.com/2014/manifestacion-justicia-para-ayotzinapa-fotogaleria/
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continued from p. 1
An ugly fact is that Le Pen’s Muslim-hating FN 

is rising in the polls. The current “socialist” President 
François Hollande has done little to lessen the econom-
ic crisis and austerity policies that perpetuate deep un-
employment, giving youth, especially minority youth, 
little hope for a future. Religious fanatics’ nihilistic acts 
of terror and Europe’s resurgent fascism mutually re-
inforce each other.
NEW MOVEMENTS FOR TOLERANCE

In Sweden participants in a fascist anti-immigrant 
movement hurled petrol bombs at mosques, injuring 
and terrorizing those inside. There were three fire-
bombs in a single week over the holidays. The thugs 
have not been caught, but they have awakened a new 
movement where thousands take to the streets to de-
mand tolerance and the welcoming of immigrants. In 
Uppsala, locals responded with “love bombing” a dam-
aged mosque with messages of support and apprecia-
tion.

In Germany thousands marched against the anti-
immigrant and anti-Muslim “Patriotic Europeans 
Against the Islamisation of the West” (PEGIDA), vastly 
outnumbering them in Berlin and Cologne—but not 
in Dresden, where 18,000 PEGIDA supporters dem-
onstrated in spite of an appeal by German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel to shun the growing “right-wing extrem-
ism, hostility towards foreigners and anti-Semitism.” 

On Jan. 10, however, 35,000 came out to protest 
PEGIDA even in Dresden. PEGIDA has allies in the 
anti-euro Alternative for Germany party, whose chant 
that Germany is for the “volk” (people) explicitly ex-
cludes the millions of Turks and others who have been 
in Germany for generations, doing the jobs Germans 
won’t. 

Merkel is right to condemn the anti-Muslim 
marchers as having “hearts full of hatred” and 
to stand up to British Prime Minister David 
Cameron, who is trying to renegotiate provisions 
in the European Union to help him exclude non-
English from entering the UK. Psychological and 
physical anti-immigrant bashing also pervades 
England, where the growing UK Independence 
Party wants to withdraw from the European 
Union in order to “take back control of the UK 
borders.”

Yet Merkel’s economic policies and oversized in-
fluence over Europe’s whole economy—in particular, 
imposing austerity policies on countries in the Euro-
zone—have greatly exacerbated the suffering of the 
poor and minorities. Europe’s economy is sick and has 
sunk back into recession, never gaining even the anemic 
level of recovery the U.S. has achieved since the 2008 
global collapse. In December, the Eurozone dipped into 
outright deflation, signaling an intractable stagnation 
with no end in sight and a possible downward spiral in 
an economy that still has 11.5% unemployment. 
BARBARISM OF WAR HAUNTS EUROPE

The European economic union and the single cur-
rency Eurozone were designed to integrate Europe 
economically and overcome the 20th century tendency 
to degenerate into vile nationalism, genocidal racism 
and the barbarism of total war. Yet those very specters 
haunt Europe in today’s protracted economic crisis. 

Depression-level unemployment in countries like 
Greece and Spain has raised expectations that radical 
Left parties like Syriza in Greece may gain power in 
upcoming elections with a promise to renegotiate their 
externally imposed austerity. We can only hope that 
Europe’s crisis will be a moment of truth to go beyond 
electoral politics to break totally with capitalism and 
reconstitute reality beginning from borderless human 
solidarity on the ground.  —Ron Kelch

Racist Europe in decay

The world’s governments met once again Dec. 1-14 
to talk about climate change and once again succeed-
ed—in talking. The 20th “Conference of Parties” was 
held in Lima, Peru, and, rather than action, issued a 
“Call for Climate Action” 
without binding commit-
ments or effective moni-
toring. Even the voluntary 
goals begin in 2020, the 
year science says emissions 
must start to decline. 

The U.S. and other na-
tions as good as admitted 
the bankruptcy of capital-
ism by arguing that bind-
ing commitments had no 
chance of being adopted, 
so the approach must be to 
let each nation-state for-
mulate its own intentions. 
Then all can feign surprise when the intentions, even 
if carried out, turn out to total less than half of what is 
needed to meet their long-stated goal of limiting global 
warming to 2 degrees Celsius.

However, 50 countries advocated zero carbon 
emissions by mid-century and nearly 100 coun-
tries by 2100.

From its beginning in the 1992 Earth Summit, the 
UN climate change process has been trapped in the 
limits of the “politically feasible.” President Obama, far 
from being the exception, is the epitome of this prag-
matic mindset. He is laboring under the illusion that 
an infinite series of tiny steps—as many backward as 
forward—will someday lead us out of the wilderness.
THINK BLEAK FUTURE BEFORE YOU DIG

In reality, climate scientists have warned for years 
that most fossil fuel reserves must be left in the ground 
if humanity is to avoid disaster. The latest study, show-
ing that the vast majority of coal reserves, as well as 
much of the oil and gas reserves, must remain un-
touched, had no effect on negotiators—as if politics and 
science inhabited two separate worlds.

On the streets outside, over 15,000 people marched 
“in Defense of Mother Earth.” This was coordinated 
with an alternative Dec. 8-11 People’s Summit on Cli-
mate Change that explicitly denounced “the capitalist 
patriarchal system” and called for an alternative form 
of development.

Many participants of the People’s Summit and the 
march were Indigenous activists from Peru and neigh-
boring Ecuador and Bolivia. The high stakes were illus-
trated by the discovery of the bound and tortured body 
of José Isidro Tendetza Antún, an Indigenous leader 
from Ecuador who fought a major mining project there. 
He had planned to attend the summit. 
INDIGENOUS PROTEST STATE LEADERS

His comrades who did attend were harassed by Ec-
uador’s army, which even confiscated their bus. Peru-
vian marchers also spoke of a spate of murders of activ-
ists who had been resisting illegal logging and mining 
operations on Indigenous lands.

The divisions erupted right within the People’s 
Summit over an invitation to President Evo Morales of 
Bolivia to speak. While Morales is a hero to much of the 
international Left, Nilda Rojas, an Indigenous woman 

of Consejo Nacional de Ayl-
lus y Markas del Qullasuyu, 
protested that her community 
faces state violence on his 
watch. After opposition to hav-
ing government officials speak 
spread, including disruption 
by youth from the Ecuadoran 
group YASunidos  of a speech 
by the mayor of Lima, Morales 
did not speak.

It is true that ambiva-
lence surfaced within the al-
ternative events, including the 
juxtaposition of anti-capitalist 
declarations with appeals to 

governments and corporations. The overriding truth 
remains that the UN process driven by states and capi-
tal is a dead end, and the only alternative is uprooting 
the whole system from below to establish truly human 
forms of development. —Franklin Dmitryev

Read and write for
News & Letters

Celebrate 60 years of youth chang-
ing the world through their actions and 
thoughts—and contribute your own.

Participate in 60 years of rank-and-file 
workers recording their battles and speak-
ing for themselves.

Hear the voices of women as force and 
reason long before the birth of the modern 
Women’s Liberation Movement.

Follow the Black Dimension from the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott and Freedom Rid-
ers to the struggle for life and justice in 
Ferguson, Mo. and New York.

Help 
work out 
and deep-
en the 
philoso-
phy for 
our age, 
Marxist-
Humanism, 

that gives revolutionary action a direction.
In 1955 you could get News & Letters 

for the price of a cup of coffee. Now you 
can get it cheaper, just $5 per year for six 
issues.  To subscribe, see page 7.

Lima climate talks betray futureYOUTH ACTION
by Michael Gilbert

Angry youth in Kashmir hit the streets in No-
vember, raising anti-India and pro-freedom slogans as 
they carried the bullet-ridden bodies of two youths in 
a procession to Nowgam Chowk. Protesters demanded 
punishment for soldiers who had opened fire without 
provocation on the car the youths were riding in. Police 
cordoned off the area and didn’t allow people from out-
side to join the funeral prayers. After the funeral, police 
and paramilitary forces pushed back angry protesters 
marching back to town and later fired tear gas shells 
and pellets, injuring several people. 

*   *   *
Upwards of 10,000 students joined a national pro-

test in London on Nov. 19 opposing increases in tuition 
and demanding a return to free education. During the 
demonstration, protesters scrawled paint on the offices 
of the National Union of Students, which had opposed 
the protest. 

*   *   *
School officials in California banned the Mendocino 

High School boys’ and girls’ basketball teams from par-
ticipating in a holiday tournament because the stu-
dents planned to wear T-shirts with the last words 
of Eric Garner, “I Can’t Breathe.” They had worn the 
shirts in previous games. The boys’ team was allowed 
to play when all but one player relented, but not enough 
girls could be convinced to give up their protest, so their 
team was forced to sit out the tournament.

*   *   *
In Rabat, youth mobilized on Nov. 18 against priva-

tization of education in Morocco, using the slogan, “We 
are students, not customers.’’ The students said educa-
tion would become a commodity to be bought and sold, 
with the rich benefiting from new private schools. 

*   *   *
Filipino students from both private and state uni-

versities gathered in January at the Commission on 
Higher Education (CHED) in Diliman to protest tuition 
and fee increases. Sarah Jane Elago, National Union of 
Students of the Philippines president, told students af-
ter meeting with CHED officials: “They didn’t listen to 
us. This means there is no other way but to rely on our 
own strength to fight against these increases.” 

*   *   *
The Kiss of Love action began with a Facebook 

page asking the youth of Kerala state in India to par-
ticipate in a protest against moral policing. On Nov. 2, 
police in Kochi took 50 peaceful marchers into preven-
tive custody, citing law and order issues. Right-wing re-
ligious and political groups also gathered to physically 
prevent activists from kissing in public. Supporters of 
the campaign have been posting pictures of themselves 
kissing on social networking sites. Protests have spread 
across India. 

IN

  New York area readers—
    Join us for a study group on:

1965-2015: Fifty Years of 
Struggle and Revolution

     

On Saturday, Feb. 7, we will discuss:

※ Malcolm X’s assassination

※ Mass opposition to  
the war in Vietnam

※ Lyndon B. Johnson’s counter-
revolution in the Dominican Republic

We will meet at Freedom Hall,  
113 W. 128th Street, Harlem

For full schedule contact us at 
nynewsandletters@gmail.com

Malcolm X

Marchers in Lima, Peru, carry banner that says, “They wanted to 
bury us but they didn’t know that we were seeds.”

ChrisEaton.net
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Who We Are And What We Stand For
News and Letters Committees is an or-

ganization of Marxist-Humanists. It has always 
stood for the abolition of capitalism, both in its 
private property form as in the U.S., and in its 
state property form that appeared as the Rus-
sian Revolution was transformed into its op-
posite. That retrogression anticipated the next 
stage of development—the age of state-capi-
talism. We stand for a society of new human 
relations, what Marx called a new Humanism.

News & Letters was founded in 1955, the 
year of the Detroit wildcat strikes against au-
tomation and the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
against segregation—activities which signaled 
a new movement from practice that was itself 
a form of theory. News & Letters was created 
so that the voices of revolt could be heard un-
separated from the articulation of a philosophy 
of liberation.

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987), founder 
of the body of ideas of Marxist-Humanism, was 
Chairwoman of News and Letters Commit-
tees from its founding to 1987. Charles Denby 
(1907–1983), a Black rank-and-file autoworker, 
author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Jour-
nal, was editor of the paper from 1955 to 1983. 

The articulation of the relationship be-

tween the movement from practice which is 
itself a form of theory and the movement from 
theory to philosophy is reflected in Dunayevs-
kaya’s three major works.

Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until To-
day (1958), established the American roots of 
Marxism while presenting a comprehensive 
attack on present-day Communism, which 
is a form of state-capitalism. It re-established 
Marxism in its original form as “a thorough-
going Naturalism or humanism,” while point-
ing to the new Humanist philosophy expressed 
by the working class. It presented history and 
theory as emanating from the movement from 
practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sar-
tre and from Marx to Mao (1973), written after 
the failed revolts of the 1960s, articulated the 
integrality of philosophy and revolution as the 
characteristic of the age and, tracing it histori-
cally, caught the link of continuity with the Hu-
manism of Marx. As against the vanguard party, 
the integration of dialectics and organization 
reflects the revolutionary maturity of the age 
and the passion for a philosophy of liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and 
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (1982) explores 

Marx’s body of ideas from his discovery of a 
continent of thought and of revolution in his 
youth to the “new moments” of his last decade. 
Written for our time of revolutions in devel-
oping countries, the rise of the international 
women’s liberation movement, and global eco-
nomic crisis, it reveals the absolute challenge to 
make real Marx’s “revolution in permanence” 
as the determinant for the relationship of theo-
ry and practice and as ground for organization.

These works spell out the philosophic 
ground of Marx’s Humanism. American Civili-
zation on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard (1963, 
1983) concretizes it on the American scene 
and shows the two-way freedom road between 
the U.S. and Africa.

In 1989 News and Letters Committees 
published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 philo-
sophic breakthrough—her two letters on 
Hegel’s Absolutes—and her 1987 Presentation 
on the Dialectics of Organization and Philoso-
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Human-
ism. 

This body of ideas challenges all those de-
siring freedom to transcend the limitations of 
post-Marx Marxism. In light of the crises of our 
nuclear-armed world, climate change, and failed 

revolutions, it becomes imperative not only 
to reject what is, but to further work out the 
revolutionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The recreation of Marx’s philosophy as 
Marxist-Humanism is recorded in Dunayevs-
kaya’s archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collec-
tion—Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its 
World Development, deposited at Wayne State 
University in Detroit and available to all.

We aim to continue to develop Marxist-
Humanism and make it available to all who 
struggle for freedom. In opposing this capitalist, 
racist, sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have adopted a committee form of orga-
nization rather than any elitist party “to lead.” 

We participate in all class and freedom 
struggles, nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: “It is our aim…to pro-
mote the firmest unity among workers, Blacks 
and other minorities, women, youth and those 
intellectuals who have broken with the ruling 
bureaucracy of both capital and labor.” We do 
not separate mass activities from the activity 
of thinking. Send for a free copy of the Constitu-
tion of News and Letters Committees or see it 
on our website: www.newsandletters.org. 

N E W S  A N D  L E T T E R S  C O M M I T T E E S

Zapatistas and the Ayotzinapa rebellion
by Eugene Walker

San Cristóbal de las Casas, Chiapas, and Mexico City—
More than three months after the forced disappearance 
of their 43 sons—students of the Normal Rural School 
Raúl Isidro Burgos in Ayotzinapa, Guerrero—their fa-
thers and mothers continue their protests of pain and 
rage. Since Sept. 26, 
they have demanded 
an extensive, continu-
ing search for their 
loved ones, an insis-
tence that they be re-
turned to them alive. 

The parents forced 
President Peña Nieto to 
finally meet with them 
after his long silence 
and avoidance. They 
demanded an account 
of what happened, not 
evasion upon evasion, 
and transferring of 
blame. They refused 
to accept the govern-
ment’s half-baked theory that their sons were taken 
by a few rogue police and corrupt local officials, who 
then turned them over to a narco-gang to be murdered. 
Instead, the families pointed to both the federal and 
state governments’ responsibility to solve the murders. 
Crucially, the families have been the catalysts for hun-
dreds of thousands of demonstrators who participate in 
marches and protests throughout Mexico. 

Three caravans of parents, Ayotzinapa students, 
and their supporters traveled across the country, de-
manding the return of their children. In mid-November 
the parents arrived in Chiapas to share their pain and 
outrage with the Zapatista Indigenous communities. 
Zapatista Subcomandante Moisés responded: “Your 

words, your rage, your rebellion, your resistance have 
caused many people in Mexico and the world to awaken 
and begin to ask questions. For this, we thank you....
It is terrible and marvelous that the poor and humble 
families and students who aspire to be schoolteachers 
have become the best teachers this country has seen in 
recent years.”

At the end of De-
cember and the begin-
ning of January the 
parents returned to 
Chiapas to participate 
in the First World Fes-
tival of Resistance and 
Rebellion against Cap-
italism in unity with 
thousands: members 
of dozens of Indigenous 
groups who are part 
of the National Indig-
enous Congress, Indig-
enous Zapatistas and 
hundreds of support-
ers from throughout 
Mexico and from doz-

ens of other countries. This growing unity between the 
Zapatistas and the parents and students of Ayotzinapa 
signifies an important development in the continu-
ing resistance and protest in Mexico. At the Festival 
the Zapatistas focused on Ayotzinapa, linking it to the 
struggle against capitalism in Mexico and internation-

ally:
“What we know and are reminded of by the 

Ayotzinapa struggle is that it is only as organized com-
munities that we will find the truth. Not only the truth 
that has been disappeared in Ayotzinapa, but also all 
of the truths that have been kidnapped, imprisoned 
and murdered in every corner of planet Earth. It is 
upon this missing truth that we can build justice. We 
Zapatistas believe that trust must no longer be placed 
in the bad governments that exist all over the world. 
These bad governments only serve the big capitalists. 
These bad governments are merely the employees of 
capital. They are the managers, foremen, and overseers 
of the great capitalist plantation....

“The Zapatista men and women support you be-
cause your struggle is just and true. Because your 
struggle should be that of all of humanity....There are 
times when, as history unfolds, it places in front of us 
something that unites us, no matter the geography in 
which our dreams take place, no matter the calendar of 
our struggle. Ayotzinapa has become a point that has 
united us.”

In January, the protests and the demands for the 
return of the students alive are continuing. 

When Fidel Castro, after carrying out an inde-
pendent revolutionary struggle without Russia’s help, 
chose, after the Revolution, to align himself with 
Khrushchev and company (as the U.S. continued to iso-
late Cuba), and to construct a single-party state within 
Cuba, he could explain away his action as needed to 
defend the Cuban Revolution against the reality of 
Yankee imperialism. What possibility did the Cuban 
masses have to pose and debate liberatory alternatives 
for life and labor while the armed belligerency of the 
U.S. behemoth persisted? Fidel could use this reality 
against any in Cuba who wished to be independent of 
the U.S. and, at the same time, wished to pose an op-
position to the state-capitalist direction in which Cuba 
was headed. 

The U.S. proceeded to use the fight against “Cuban 
Communism” to destroy freedom movements in Latin 
America who rightly opposed U.S. imperialism and who 
were searching for an emancipatory alternative. Castro 
used the reality of U.S. imperialism as one way to pre-
vent open debate and genuine socialism within Cuba. 

Where do we go from here? The U.S. has certainly 
not given up bringing down the Castros; only the meth-
od is different. The pulls of neoliberal capitalism, the 
world market, are now the weapons. Within Cuba there 
are still those who search for an authentic socialism as 
opposed to state-capitalism. Do they have any possibil-
ity of resisting the vortex of capitalism’s world market?

Cuba-U.S. Relations

Sri Lanka Election
The important defeat of Mahinda Rajapaksa by 

Maithripala Sirisena in presidential elections this 
January occurred in a new moment in Sri Lanka. For 
a decade Rajapaksa has been running the country as 
a private family fiefdom. He carried out a brutal war 
against insurgents of the Tamil minority in the north 
and east of the country, resulting in the slaughter of 
tens of thousands of Tamil civilians in the last days of 
the war. The Tamils have faced a military occupation of 
their region for almost a decade. The Sinhalese major-
ity (70%) have as well grown restive under Rajapaksa 
family rule. Crime, a drug mafia, nepotism and corrup-
tion characterized his rule.

After Rajapaksa called a quick election for a third 
and possibly illegal presidential term, Sirisena, who 
has been an important minister in Rajapaksa’s regime, 
suddenly broke away in November. A “common opposi-
tion” candidacy was formed from groups of the Left and 
the Right. Sirisena won the election, primarily due to 
Tamil and Muslim support with sufficient defections 
from the Sinhalese Buddhist majority.

What now? Sirisena has promised to end “the Ex-
ecutive Presidency” in which Rajapaksa consolidated 
his authoritarian and military rule. Perhaps. But more 
crucial questions remain: 1) Will the Tamil people be 
able to achieve genuine self-determination, including a 
reckoning of the war crimes committed against them? 
2) Can the Sri Lankan people move out of the deep pov-
erty and underdevelopment that has persisted—from 
the long history with the “West” (Portugal, the Neth-
erlands, British imperialism), through “independence” 
in 1948, to today’s newest capital investments from 
China? The country’s official name is Democratic So-
cialist Republic of Sri Lanka. What socialism there is, 
is highly questionable. 

The terrorist cult Boko Haram has made its name 
through massacre, kidnap and rape. On Jan. 7, news 
from the town of Baga in northeast Nigeria, near 
Lake Chad, indicated that the largest killing yet had 
taken place, the massacre of over 2,000 people, mainly 
women, children and older people who couldn’t escape 
quickly enough. 

Thousands of buildings are reported to have been 
destroyed, and hundreds of people kidnapped. Amnes-
ty International quoted one woman as saying, “Boko 
Haram kidnapped at least 300 women and held us in a 
school in Baga. They freed the older women, the moth-
ers, and most of the children after three days, but they 
are still holding the younger women.”

According to Boko Haram’s twisted version of Is-
lam, women shouldn’t be allowed to attend school. (The 
group’s name roughly translates as “Western education 
is forbidden.”) Last April’s kidnapping of 300 Chiboki 
schoolgirls was also “justified” this way. 

The fate of young women who fall into their hands 
is to be sold in the market or, perhaps, like the 10-year-
old girl in Maiduguri, to be used as suicide bombers. In 
that attack on Jan. 10, over 20 people died.

 Many thousands more from the area of northeast 
Nigeria have become refugees, with 135,000 fleeing 
across the border into neighboring countries. Over 
850,000 people have been internally displaced. 

Like IS in Iraq and Syria, Boko Haram has de-
clared its own so-called “caliphate.” The group would 
like to expand its influence across the old borders, and 
has already attacked troops in Cameroon. They are 
currently said to occupy an area roughly the size of Bel-
gium.

In previous attacks on towns and villages, Boko 
Haram has commanded people not to vote in elections. 
Democracy is also proscribed in their eyes. As with IS, 
again, they intend to function as an occupying power.

The Nigerian government has done little so far to 
combat the insurgency, bogged down as it is in official 
corruption. Now military forces from Cameroon and 
Chad are reported to be heading toward Nigeria to help 
fight them, thus regionalizing the conflict. 

—Gerry Emmett 

Massacre in Nigeria


