
tinued in Istanbul and other towns in the days that 
followed. The youth too made their actions felt, as 
1,500 students marched in Gaziantep and high school 
students throughout the country are wearing black in 
solidarity with Aslan. Demonstrations of people wear-
ing black continue with many chanting, “You will never 
walk alone” and men held a march in Istanbul wearing 
skirts in solidarity with women on Feb. 21.

Actions crossed national borders as Turks took 
their protests to Trafalgar Square in London. By Feb 
17 protests not only continued in Turkey but were also 
in at least three places in Cyprus; 200 demonstrated in 
Frankfurt, Germany, as well as in Hamburg and Berlin. 
ERDOGAN’S OWN WAR ON WOMEN

Ever the clumsy, slobbering, lying opportunist who 
is the leader of a misogynistic war against Turkish 

women, President Tayyip 
Erdogan realized by Feb. 
16—fully five days after 
Aslan was murdered—
that he better speak out. 
He vowed he would “per-
sonally follow the case so 
that they will be given the 
heaviest penalty. I am al-
ready following the case. 
Violence against women is 
the bleeding wound of our 
country.” 

That is true—for just 
one example: from 2003 
to 2010 there has been 
a 1,400% increase in the 
number of murdered wom-
en. When Erdogan’s so-
called “Justice and Devel-
opment Party” (AKP) came 
under criticism for those 
facts, they tried to alter the 
statistics. 

Erdogan’s policies, 
however, are their own kind 

of violence aimed at depriving women of hard fought for 
freedoms. Erdogan opposes equality between women 
and men as going “against the laws of nature”; he has 
proposed limits on abortion, making that procedure ex-
tremely difficult for poor women by ending abortions 
in state hospitals; he aims to ban all abortions after 
four weeks of pregnancy; his government has enacted 
legislation making divorce more difficult; his deputy 
prime minister—revealing Taliban-like thinking—sug-
gested that women shouldn’t laugh in public; his Prime 
Minister urges youth to marry before graduating from 
college; his Health Minister strongly suggests that 

by Terry Moon, Managing Editor
Another savage sexual assault and murder—this 

time in Turkey on Feb. 11—brought forth thousands of 
demonstrators, mostly women, throughout the country 
and beyond. Özgecan Aslan was a 19-year-old student 
taking a bus home at the end of the day. 

Her murder is a reminder of a similar brutal rape 
and murder of 23-year-old medical student Jyoti Singh 
Pandey in late 2012 that galvanized women through-
out India (see “Rape protests in India,” Jan.-Feb. 2013 
N&L). Like Pandey, Aslan fought back when the driver 
tried to rape her. Then the driver, Ahmet Suphi Altin-
döke, stabbed her and beat her to death with an iron 
bar. In an effort to hide the murder, Altindöke with his 
father and a friend, took Aslan’s body, burned it, defaced 
it by cutting off her hands and dumped her in a river so 
that when she was found 
she was only recognizable 
by her clothes.
‘NO MAN’S HANDS 
WOULD TOUCH HER’

Turkey erupted in 
demonstrations starting 
at Özgecan Aslan’s fu-
neral, where over 5,000 
came and women refused 
the orders of the Imam 
there to step back dur-
ing the ceremony. Instead 
they stepped forward to 
the front lines and then 
did something unprec-
edented: women stepped 
forward to carry her coffin 
and to bury her, vowing: 
“No other man’s hands 
would touch her again.”

Since then the dem-
onstrations have deep-
ened and spread. As in 
India, the government’s 
first response was to at-
tack the protestors. On Feb. 14, women protested in 
Istanbul and marched to Taksim Square, where they 
condemned the government for ignoring the issue of 
violence against women and for not officially condemn-
ing the murder and attempted rape of Aslan; 50 women 
trying to hang banners in the Square were arrested. 
Thousands more protested in the Kadiköy district. In 
Ankara, protesters had to contend with police attacks 
as they occupied a park. Over 3,000 demonstrated in 
Mersin. At the demonstration of thousands in İzmir 
the women banned men from their protest. Protests 
broke out in at least ten other Turkish cities and con-

WORKSHOPTALKS From Turkey to USA, women as 
force & reason fight inhumanity

continued on p. 10

Women and men gather in Taksim Square in Istanbul, Turkey, on Feb. 14, to 
protest the murder of Özgecan Aslan.

Reclaim our labor
by Htun Lin

Dockworkers in Oakland, Calif., and up and down 
the West Coast, labor in an increasingly hi-tech work-
place. They have seen their ranks decimated over the 
decades by automation accepted by labor bureaucrats 
of the International Longshore and Warehouse Union 
as “necessary progress.” Yet in February the rank-and-
file dockworkers fought back against the machine. They 
have been able, after months without a contract, to 
show their power to shut down a sizable segment of the 
capitalist economy with a work-to-rule action.

Work to rule means doing everything method-
ically, correctly, without cutting corners. That’s 
essentially what mental health workers demand-
ed when they struck for a week in January. Men-
tal health workers and dockworkers showed that 
workers have the power to reclaim our labor. 

Working in healthcare today is very alienating. It 
has been transformed in a way that is felt profoundly. 
The workplace is drowning in fancy hi-tech machines. 
Cadres of bureaucrats spend their working hours pro-
moting the product of healthcare with marketing cam-
paigns. The rank and file hear daily admonitions to 
smile more and are told, “Just be glad you have a job.” 
Bureaucrats preach “customers come first,” while cut-
ting service and staffing.  Hospital and HMO executives 
are in a race to eliminate labor as much as possible in 
their “product.”

Conventional wisdom would have us believe that 

Photo by Selim Girit

Solidarity with striking oil workers
Martinez, Calif.—On Feb. 12, climate justice activ-

ists and nurses from the California Nurses Association 
(CNA) joined a picket line in solidarity with United 
Steelworkers (USW) at the Tesoro refinery. Over 5,000 
USW workers began a nationwide strike on Feb. 1 at 
nine refineries and two plants. It was the first national 
refinery strike since 1980. The key issue in talks with 
oil companies, represented by Royal Dutch Shell, is 
workplace health and safety. By Feb. 22 the strike ex-
panded to 15 plants, including 12 refineries, producing 
over 18% of U.S. capacity.

Environmental justice activists came from nearby 
residential communities like Richmond, which was hit 
with a huge plume of toxic fumes after a refinery explo-
sion at Chevron in August 2012. A refinery worker on 
the picket line said, “Every worker knows what caused 
that explosion, and that it could have been avoided. 
Management made a conscious decision to order work-
ers to take the risk after they figured their risk/reward 
odds. They lost the bet. Workers here aren’t going to 
gamble with ours or the community’s health and safe-
ty.”

Over 100 nurses from CNA made up the largest con-
tingent of picketers, who stopped many delivery trucks 
from entering the refinery. Nurses said their solidarity 
action was natural because they have been engaged in 
their own prolonged struggle for workplace health and 
safety for nurses as well as for their patients.

Workers from very different fields, coming together 
with members of the surrounding community, signal a 
new multi-dimensional fight against capital’s disregard 
for human life.  —Marxist-Humanist picketers

�

Strike’s broad support
Neighbors and local businesses around refineries 

are supporting strikers with food and supplies. Nurses 
have vigorously voiced support and joined picket lines. 
Environmental groups such as Oil Change Interna-
tional and Greenpeace have also issued statements of 
support, which has not always been the case. Many have 
come around to the view that worker safety goes hand 
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The Jan. 25 electoral victory of Greece’s Syriza 
party was an important first step in resisting the bru-
tal austerity that has been imposed on the Greek and 
European working classes as capitalism’s response to 
its own intractable, seemingly endless crisis. Unem-
ployment is conservatively estimated at 25.8% with 
youth unemployment at 49.6%; nominal wages have 
fallen 23.5%; and public health care spending has fall-
en by 40%. These conditions are unlivable. 

The subsequent meeting on Feb. 21 between the 
new government leaders and European Union bosses 
was widely presented as a defeat for Syriza’s anti-
austerity agenda. It would be more accurate to call it a 
recapitulation of the last few hundred years of history 
in one afternoon. That people’s democratic aspirations 
and the rule of capital are incompatible is a fundamen-
tal lesson of the modern world.

Seldom does history present a clearer example of 
Marx’s categories come to life than in the Greek people’s 
struggle today. Marx’s discussion of the historic ten-
dency of capitalist accumulation culminates in just the 
problem: What form will be taken by wealth? “Wealth” 
as capital will be translated into the vicious zero-sum 
game seen in Greek and European austerity. The real 
wealth of human freedom and self-development begins 
with the negation of that anti-human logic. 
NEED FOR REVOLUTIONARY IDEAS

As Marx demonstrates in Capital, this debt is re-
ally a form of primitive accumulation, with all the vio-
lence this implies. The demand of European bankers 
and officials that Greece should squeeze ever more 
from the life of its people is an extension of the same 
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WOMENWORLDWIDE

a person can fit in if they pretend to be a cisgender 
male, white heterosexual. Penny calls a woman’s opin-
ion “the miniskirt of the internet” because any woman 
expressing one will be harassed online, threatened with 
physical attacks, and then shamed and blamed for this 
treatment with moralistic overtones. She discusses how 
the attitude that there is nothing wrong with this has 
stifled women and minority participation on the inter-
net and in the sciences, both of which will play a big role 
in the future.
GENDER’S RELATION TO CAPITALISM

Unspeakable Things is also important because it 
discusses the negative effect patriarchal gender roles 
have on men, which has worsened in today’s economic 
climate. This effect can cause men to lash out at them-
selves or against those not like themselves. Penny dis-
cusses how it is important to feminism to encourage 
men to talk about gender and sexuality and how power-
ful is the insight that can result.

While she does not critique the words “masculine” 
and “feminine,” Penny does explain how patriarchal ste-
reotypes of how the genders should behave are harmful 
to everyone. She also connects this critique with one of 
capitalism, although not in depth. Since creativity and 
curiosity are important to the internet, and since that 
is where members of oppressed social groups meet and 
communicate, Penny says today’s youth have the ability 
to overthrow old systems and create a new society. She 
calls for revolution and is optimistic about its success.

—Adele

Review of Unspeakable Things 
Unspeakable Things: Sex, Lies and Revolution by 

Laurie Penny (Bloomsbury Publishing Plc., 2014) de-
scribes how neoliberalism, defined as “the attempt to 

reorganize society and 
the state on the basis of 
an ideal of ‘the market,’” 
is the new face of capital-
ist patriarchy. Under neo-
liberalism, even feminism 
has been repackaged once 
again as the opportunity 
for middle-class women to 
climb the corporate ladder 
and earn more money with 
which to buy more prod-
ucts. Since “the self is just 
an entrepreneurial proj-
ect,” women and men are 
urged to spend labor and 
money to make themselves 

fit into patriarchal gender roles to be more marketable 
as workers and as lovers. No one is supposed to notice 
that the economic situation is worsening or to demand 
justice for poor women, who are instead scapegoated.

Laurie Penny—a 27-year-old journalist and blogger 
who reports on international social justice movements 
such as Occupy, in which she is also an activist—writes 
eloquently about her own experiences trying to negoti-
ate our culture’s demand that women constantly man-
age their image, which is then subject to self-scrutiny 
and public surveillance. She discusses how all women 
must walk the impossible tightrope of trying to be 
nonthreatening and conventionally attractive to men 
only to be called a mindless slut if they succeed. She 
explains how increasing numbers of young women and 
Queer youth develop self-harming behaviors due to this 
pressure. As a teen, she was hospitalized for anorexia, 
but the treatment consisted of making the patients con-
form to a conventional “feminine” appearance to appear 
adjusted to society.
WOMEN AND ONLINE HARASSMENT 

Penny’s book is important for anyone trying to un-
derstand or accept the reality of the difficulty of being 
female in the public sphere. Part of that sphere is now 
the internet, which started with the promise of being 
open to people of all identities regardless of gender, 
sexuality, race or class. This turned out to mean that 

by Artemis
In February, Geraldine Blankenship died at the 

age of 90 in Flint, Mich. As a teenager, she worked with 
her parents and the United Auto Workers to organize 
the Flint Sit-Down Strike. The strike lasted from Dec. 
30, 1936 to Feb. 11, 1937, when GM agreed to recognize 
the union as a bargaining group for plant workers. She 
is the last surviving member of the Women’s Emergen-
cy Brigade, which organized “to protect our husbands 
and sons from violence” when police confronted strik-
ing workers. She continued to be an activist for workers’ 
and women’s rights and asked that memorial contribu-
tions be made to Planned Parenthood.

*   *   *
Since 2003, Feb. 6 has been the International Day 

of Zero Tolerance for Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), 
a UN-sponsored awareness day. This year’s theme was 
“Mobilization and Involvement of Health Personnel to 
Accelerate Zero Tolerance to Female Genital Mutila-
tion” since healthcare workers have performed FGM 
on 18% of victims, with this rate reaching 74% in some 
countries. However, programmatic evidence suggests 
that FGM can be stopped in one generation, and activ-
ists worldwide have used social media to spread aware-
ness of the dangers of FGM and its presence in Western 
countries including the U.S.

*   *   *
Mary Harris “Mother” Jones, called “the Most 

Dangerous Woman in America” in 1902 by the U.S. At-
torney General, was the 
most well-known labor 
organizer of the early 
twentieth century. The 
Working Women’s Histo-
ry Project has announced 
the opening of a Mother 
Jones Museum in the Mt. 
Olive, Ill., town hall in 
June 2015. It will include 
participatory exhibits ex-
plaining the struggles of 
immigrant workers, in-
cluding activist women, 
in the nearby coal mining 
towns. The Museum is located near the Historic Moth-
er Jones Monument and the Union Miners Cemetery 
where Mother Jones is buried alongside those she said 
had “died for industrial liberty.”

Chicago—UltraViolet (UV), a mostly online 
petition-generating organization, has protested rapper 
Rick Ross’ song bragging about drugging and raping a 
woman; demanded justice for a victim of rape after a 
Montana judge sentenced her attacker to only a month; 
and does work around abortion rights including going 

after phony abortion clinics, so-called crisis pregnancy 
centers (CPCs) run by right-wing fanatics. They recent-
ly went out into the real world by holding 25 or so “meet 
and greet” events in 15 different states. The one I went 
to was Jan. 25 on the north side of Chicago.

The organizers thought ten would come, but over 
30 showed up—mostly young women, the majority 
white but also several women of color, and a few men. 
The organizer, Suzanne, gave us a short history: UV 
was started by two women two years ago who thought 
rapid responses were needed on women’s issues from 
the workplace to pop culture. 

She told of some of the campaigns UV is in-
volved in, including bringing to light the immi-
gration detention center in Texas where over 40 
women have been sexually assaulted by guards 
and the U.S. refuses to investigate; the punitive 
anti-abortion laws being introduced in Congress 
and the states; and work around preventing CPCs 
from continuing to post lying ads on everything 
from the Yellow Pages to Yahoo.

At the end of the introduction we broke up into 
several groups around organizations who work with 
UV. We had our choice of: the Chicago Abortion Fund; 
Chicago Women’s Health Center; FURIE (Feminist Up-
rising to Resist Inequality and Exploitation); Planned 
Parenthood; Black & Pink, which is an “open family of 
GLBTQ prisoners and ‘free world’ allies who support 
each other”; Howard Brown Health Center; Illinois 
Choice Action Team, which escorts at clinics that offer 
abortion services; and Rape Victim Advocates.

I met with FURIE, where we had a lively discus-
sion about fighting back against CPCs, taking the fight 
to them with demonstrations in front of these faux 
“clinics,” spreading the word about them at community 
centers and neighborhood health centers that are ap-
pearing more frequently in storefronts and strip malls. 

The meet and greet was a great beginning, and 
showed that feminism is alive in Chicago, and includes 
a diverse population of young women, those who are 
GLBTQ, advocates for the disabled, and most commit-
ted to changing a sexist, racist, capitalist society. Ultra-
Violet should step into the physical world more often.

—Women’s Liberationist 

UltraViolet goes live

This year is setting a horrible record for the num-
ber of Transgender women killed across the U.S. Last 
year there were 12. This is not an insignificant number, 
but it pales in comparison with the fact that in Janu-
ary and February of 2015 alone, either seven or eight 
(depending on whose number you use) Transgender 
women have already been murdered. 
CLIMATE OF VIOLENCE

The murders reflect a systematic climate of vio-
lence directed against Transgender women nationwide: 
in Miami a 46-year-old Latina Trans woman, Kristina 
Gomez Reinwald, was killed, probably by an acquain-
tance, although initially the cops and media falsely said 
she had killed herself; Bri Golec, 22, of Akron, Ohio, 
was stabbed by her father; Yazmin Vash Payne, 33, of 
Los Angeles was stabbed by her boyfriend and died in a 
burning house; Ty Underwood, 24, of North Tyler, Tex-
as, was shot by her boyfriend on Jan. 26; Penny Proud, 
21, was killed, allegedly during a robbery in New Or-
leans on Feb. 19; Taja DeJesus, 36, of San Francisco 
was stabbed by a male acquaintance on Feb. 1; and La-
mia Beard, 30, of Norfolk, Va., was shot by an unknown 
person on Jan. 17. 

What these killings have in common is that 
they were directed against, with a few excep-
tions, young Trans women—a majority of whom 
were women of color—who did not hide that they 
were Trans. A large number of these murders in-
volved domestic violence.

At a recent LGBTQ conference (the “Q” can stand 
for “questioning” or “Queer”) in Denver, Colo., the is-
sue of violence against Transgender women of color was 
widely discussed. The Advocate newspaper has covered 
these crimes, and the National Coalition of Anti-Vio-
lence Programs has called these murders an “alarm-
ing, fatal epidemic of violence against transgender and 
gender-nonconforming women, specifically transgender 
women of color in the United States.” They also not-
ed that 72% of LGBTQ homicide victims in 2013 were 
Transgender women, while 67% were Transgender 
women of color. 

Local media, in covering these murders, partici-
pates in this oppression by referring to the victims as 
men and using the masculine pronoun in reference to 
them, although they clearly and strongly identified 
themselves as women.  —Natalia

Transgender 
women murdered

Women in solitary
I truly appreciate your newspaper as it keeps me 

well informed on the movements throughout our sys-
tems. I’d like to comment on the article in your last is-
sue, “What Solitary Means” (Jan.-Feb. N&L). It is no 
better in our women’s SHU (Security Housing Units). 
Days turn into weeks, years, to where you lose all sense 
of being. 

I am a life prisoner at CIW (California Institution 
for Women). I’ve been in the other level four prison and 
I must admit that here at CIW we are locked in more 
than we’ve ever been in the other level four. And this 
prison is supposed to be an honor to be in. 

The warden only cares about herself looking 
good as she parades “Sacramento” [state offi-
cials] through. I notice she never shows them our 
true inner living and the running of the housing 
units aside from the honor cottages. Talk about 
the drug abuse. That’s so obvious. They turn the 
other way. 

What about the women killing themselves or at-
tempting to? It’s always about “It’s the inmate.” I say: 
look deeper into your staff and work on the problem 
from the staff on up. Then and only then will the popu-
lation calm the violence within. —CIW life prisoner

Chicago women holding signs where they had written what they pledge 
to do “for women’s rights” in 2015 at the UltraViolet Chicago meet and 
greet on Jan. 25.

Subscribe to News & Letters!
Yes, you can read News & Letters online at 
www.newsandletters.org but subscribing 
for only $5 a year means that this paper 
can continue to be printed and available 
to prisoners 
and to those 
without access 
to the internet. 
It means that 
our articles 
can be posted 
in factories, 
workplaces and schools and that you can 
help the only Marxist-Humanist newspaper 
in the world continue to flourish. 

♀
For ordering information see page 7.
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CTU strike frames vote
Chicago—Election Day in Chicago, Feb. 24, made 

the historic nine-day Chicago Teachers Union strike in 
2012 a pivotal issue again as the candidate supported 
by the CTU forced Mayor Rahm Emanuel into a runoff. 

The $30 million campaign war chest of “Mayor 
1%” was not enough to buy him a majority, with 
voters making the election a referendum on 
union busting, privatization of public jobs, shut-
tering services like mental health clinics in Black 
and Latino areas, and above all closing 50 public 
schools and overcrowding other neighborhood 
schools while paving the way for more privately-
run charter schools.

Illness prevented CTU President Karen Lewis 
from directly challenging Emanuel, and CTU-endorsed 
Chuy Garcia had no money. But endorsements from 
prominent Black and Latino Congressmen and from 
Barack Obama did not give Emanuel a majority in any 
Black ward, as issues of the 2012 strike and its wide-
spread public support still festered. 

—Bob McGuire

the union and labor officials are one and the same.   
Conventional wisdom would also have us believe that 
health insurance is healthcare. In my own medical 
workplace, both assumptions are the dominant ideol-
ogy.  

That’s because we work at Kaiser under a Labor-
Management Partnership (LMP). The LMP has been 
the dominant force for over a decade in our shop. The 
ideology of the LMP is what has brought us to the sorry 
state of healthcare at Kaiser today.

The HMO industry perverts healthcare re-
form’s “Affordable Care” concept to their narrow 
ends, cutting services wherever they can, in or-
der to enhance their bottom line.

On the front lines, we know that healthcare is not 
a product but a human relation. Seeing that relation-
ship under attack,  many veteran doctors, nurses and 
health workers have thrown in the towel and decided to 
leave through early retirement. Those of us who remain 
at work struggle with the daily stress and health risks 
from ever-increasing speedup. What is eating at a lot 
of us more than speedup is the persistent dehumaniza-
tion of healthcare. Patients are treated like commodi-
ties on an assembly line, and workers are treated like 
appendages to the machines.
ISOLATED AMID MACHINES

Nurses say they could now go for days in a ward 
while rarely having the opportunity to speak to col-
leagues down the other end of the long football field-
sized hallway. The reason is both new physical archi-
tecture and new software architecture. Each worker, in 
their own respective pod, is tethered to the computer in 
isolation from others. All sorts of bells and alarms keep 
going off, and the human providing bedside care is un-
able to keep up.

Rank-and-file workers in the new Kaiser build-
ing say they feel like they are in a prison, constantly 
hounded by the warden over their performance scores, 
exacerbating the feeling of isolation. The cumulative ef-
fect of chronic stress from struggling with daily speed-
up is causing many healthcare workers to seek mental 
health care themselves.
COMMUNITY HOSPITALS UNDER STRESS

But the system failure is nationwide, even in the 
public sector. Doctors Medical Center  in San Pablo, 
Calif., faces the same problem all community hospitals 
across the country currently face. It relies on govern-
ment funding to care for the poorest and sickest. It is 
forced to eliminate services because chronic budgetary 
shortfalls have been exacerbated by the proliferation of 
private HMOs enabled by Affordable Care Act’s (ACA) 
private exchanges.

Patients are dying because of closed emer-
gency rooms in their community hospitals. In 
an ACA environment, the private sector through 
private exchanges is growing rapidly at the cost 
of publicly funded community hospitals.

We have to create a path out of this morass where 
extreme alienation comes from not only technology, the 
machine, but also machine-like thinking, dominating 
us and disconnecting us from each other. 

WORKSHOPTALKS
continued from p. 1

in hand with preventing spills and other accidents, and 
that the corporations, not the workers, are the enemy.

The United Steelworkers—which represents 
30,000 oil industry workers at refineries and other fa-
cilities—emphasized safety as the central issue. Wages 
and health benefits 
are also on the table. 
Oil companies are 
making billions in 
profits—almost $90 
billion by just the big-
gest five in 2014.
CAPITAL FIRST, 
SAFETY SECOND 
OR NOT AT ALL

A key sticking 
point is the compa-
nies’ insistence on 
running the plants 
too short-handed for 
safety. Forced over-
time leads to fatigue, 
a known safety haz-
ard. Workers demand 
stronger safety proto-
cols, including expanded authority to stop work when 
they see a dangerous situation. 

Even when workers do have the authority to 
stop work in unsafe conditions, they face pres-
sure from management to keep working. The 
strikers also demand an end to subcontracting 
maintenance work that had been done by union 
members. 

Solidarity with striking oil workers
Refining oil is a dangerous industry, with dozens 

of refinery fires and over 100 workers killed in an aver-
age year. Long-term exposure to toxic chemicals results 
in sickness and death not only for workers inside the 
plants, but in surrounding communities—which are 

usually mostly Black or La-
tino and never rich.
NO PROTECTION FOR 
NEIGHBORHOODS

As if to illustrate what 
the workers are up against, 
on Feb. 18 a massive explo-
sion blasted the ExxonMo-
bil refinery in Torrance, 
Calif., which was not one 
of the facilities on strike. 
Four contract workers were 
injured. 

The police advised 
residents to stay inside 
with windows sealed—the 
“shelter-in-place” emer-
gency procedure used as a 
fallback by authorities who 
haven’t bothered to provide 
real protections for people. 

Some 30 schools were also told to shelter students in 
place.

Last November the Torrance refinery, where 
a worker was killed in 2009, was cited for 25 safe-
ty and equipment violations, including a lack of 
emergency procedures related to respirators. 
Most of the plant’s recent violations stem from 
cutting corners or covering up accidents and haz-
ards—business as usual at capitalist production 
facilities, where workers are always squeezed to 
produce more in less time at lower cost.

The lives lost, crippled or shortened are viewed as 
a part of doing business. Workers and neighbors are 
pressured to accept these conditions as the price of get-
ting jobs and revenue for community services. Environ-
mental justice activists have long called this “environ-
mental blackmail.”
IT IS CAPITALISM THAT DESTROYS JOBS

When workers demand better pay and safer condi-
tions, and when communities demand an end to toxic 
emissions into their air, water and soil, capitalists and 
their mouthpieces howl that radicals and agitators are 
trying to destroy jobs. These same mouthpieces relish 
the way capitalist “progress” destroys jobs every day 
through automation, outsourcing or competition, which 
they celebrate as “creative destruction.”

A “Green New Deal” or “just transition”—centered 
on creating millions of jobs through government renew-
able energy programs plus training and compensation 
for workers thrown out of jobs—has been discussed as 
a basis for a labor-green alliance, but it is designed to 
moderate, not replace, the capitalist economy with its 
inherent tendency to disrupt industries and cause mas-
sive unemployment. 

Mainstream environmental groups and union 
bureaucrats shy away from a total transforma-
tion of this society. This parallels the mainstream 
environmental movement’s attempts to incorpo-
rate the movement against environmental racism 
into the narrow horizons of existing NGO/foun-
dation/Democratic Party politics.

Support the striking oil refinery workers! Help 
fight the capitalists and at the same time challenge 
the ways would-be allies box in rank-and-file workers’ 
thoughts and goals. Support their reach for a totally 
new society where people aren’t forced to sell their la-
bor power at the price of exploitation, lack of control 
over the labor process, risk to life and limb, undermin-
ing the environment and climate, and poisoning them-
selves, their families and their neighbors.

—Franklin Dmitryev

continued from p. 1

Support picket line at Tesoro refinery in Martinez, Calif., on Feb. 12.

Will UAW represent 
rank and file again?
Detroit—There will be a laundry list of grievances 

presented at the United Auto Workers (UAW) union 
bargaining convention to be held in Detroit, Mich, in 
March. Many of these grievances have been festering 
throughout auto plants in the country since 2009, when 
General Motors and Chrysler went bankrupt. 

Since 2007, the contract has included a no-strike 
clause. Now that the UAW can strike after the contract 
expires, auto workers are watching to see what UAW 
president Dennis Williams will do.

There is little question what the major focus for 
Williams will be. He has  already given notice that a 
wage increase, which auto workers haven’t had for ten 
years, is a top priority. There is also speculation that he 
will try to eliminate the two-tier wage system now in 
effect, wherein new hires start at $14 an hour, or about 
half of the rate for long-term workers. This has long 
been a source of friction between recent hires and vet-
eran workers, because a young worker doing the same 
job as an older worker gets paid half as much.

Since the economic recovery, the auto companies 
have made billions of dollars in profits. The more than 
140,000 union auto workers naturally feel entitled to 
share in those billions, especially since it is their labor 
that has produced all of the billions in the first place.

There are some indications that Williams will be 
restrained in his aggressiveness by his efforts to or-
ganize unions at Volkswagen in St. Louis and at Mer-
cedes-Benz in Alabama, to avoid the impression that 
he is a firebrand out to pillage the South. This attitude 
will not sit well with the rank-and-file auto workers, 
who need and want a fighter. —Andy Phillips

News & Letters photo/Urszula Wislanka

Editor’s note: As a part of acquainting readers with 
News & Letters over its first 60 years, we spotlight here 
the regular feature “Coal and its People” which featured 
the voices of coal miners, many from West Virginia and 
Pennsylvania. Below we excerpt from the introductory 
statement and a miner’s story, both from the initial June 
24, 1955 issue, when coal miners had long earned the 
title of shock troops of American labor. 

A Coal Section because...
Morgantown, W.Va.—The coal miners of America 

have played, are playing and will play in the future, 
an important role in the shaping of the history of the 
United States. In the achievements of labor in this coun-
try, the miners occupy a singularly important position. 
They have been in the forefront of the battles that have 
resulted in gains, both large and small, for the whole of 
American labor. The term “Shock Troops of American 
Labor” has been applied to them with good cause.

And yet, it is not by accident that the miners occu-
py this position. It is a natural result of the conditions 
of their work and the lives that they and their families 
lead. This knowledge, however, is known to very few 
outside of the ranks of the miners themselves. Most of 
the things that the public hears about the miners cen-
ter around strike situations. The press that reports the 
occurrences is almost invariably prejudiced in favor of 
the company’s position. The miners themselves have no 
press wherein their views or positions are honestly pre-
sented. There is, of course, The United Mine Workers 
Journal, but this official publication of the UMW gener-
ally concerns itself with the dealings of high politicians. 
It’s a rarity to see anything of the day-to-day existence 
of the men appear in its pages.

It is, nevertheless, the day-to-day experiences of 
the men that change their attitudes and aspirations. It 
is from an understanding of these circumstances that a 
true insight can be gained into why the miners act as 
they do, and why they must do it.

The man I work with
Fairmont, W. Va.—When I first got the buddy I work 

with, I had heard what the others had said about him—
that he was lazy, didn’t want to work, made his buddy 
carry his load of work, and so on. But I knew that the 
company didn’t like him, so he must have something in 
his favor.

No matter what it was that had to be done or how 
much, he had his one pace and that was slow. Nobody or 
nothing could change that. There would be times when 
I’d get real sore at him. 

Then I started to do some thinking. I began to re-
alize that he wasn’t such a bad buddy at all. With the 
way things are in the mines now, he’s just right for me. 
The bosses are always on your necks trying to get you 
to put out more. But that just isn’t going to happen with 
a buddy like mine. We’ll go along and do our work, but 
there isn’t anything extra they can put on us. We work 
together fine now. 
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF
RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 1843-73. It made clear Marx’s new historic points of 

departure that occurred in the 1860s. Ever since John 
Brown’s attack on Harpers Ferry, Marx had been talk-
ing about a new epoch that was dawning, which was 
sure to bring about a civil war in the U.S. In discuss-
ing how Marx began once more to rework Capital in 
1865-67, I said: “There is the Jamaican Negro revolt in 
1865. There was the Polish revolution, 1863. Then there 
are the Factory Reports. Marx asks Engels for a pam-
phlet on Machinery. He works out the average work-
ing wage. The whole history now becomes the history 
of production, not the history of theory.” I concluded, 
“Dialectically, the problem 
of form is the problem of 
the contract today.”

Many packages sent 
in the relief caravan con-
tained the name and ad-
dress of the worker who had 
sent it and who was asking 
for correspondence with 
the miner who received it. 
One miner summed up the 
feelings of many: “We have 
never had relief operate 
this way.” It was the rank-
and-file to rank-and-file 
development that likewise 
opened a new stage in the 
consequences of this great 
movement from practice.

Although the rank-
and-file miners who were 
direct participants when 
I debated with Harry 
Braverman in Pittsburgh 
correctly predicted split 
[with the Socialist Work-
ers Party (SWP)], we didn’t 
actually go through with it 
then. Just as 1950 was not 
over when the miners went back to work in March 1950 
but re-emerged the next year when they wildcatted 
over seniority in September 1951, so, though the JFT 
had not left the SWP when we submitted our document 
on “State-Capitalism and World Revolution” in August 
1950, we did finally leave Trotskyism for good and all 
in August 1951. 
FRACTURES IN JOHNSON-FOREST TENDENCY

The shock was that it was also the beginning of the 
end of a united Johnson-Forest Tendency. Where I pro-
posed that the first issue of the new paper we planned 
to issue should be devoted to the new miners’ seniority 
strike, Johnson (James) opposed. He insisted that “our 
membership and their friends are the only audience I 
have in mind for the paper. If a mighty bubble broke 
out, 500,000 miners vs. John L. Lewis, and shook the 
mine fields, I would not budge an inch from our pro-
gram.” We then went “underground,” publishing only 
a mimeographed paper until 1953. It was during this 
period, 1951-52, that I continued my work on both phi-
losophy and the book, writing a 54-page outline which 
I developed on the basis of the Feb. 15, 1950, meeting. 

The differences that developed between Forest and 
Johnson occurred, after all, in a most critical period 
both internationally and nationally—1950-53. The Ko-
rean War and McCarthyism were raging and the death 
of Stalin brought it to a climax.

The death of Stalin lifted an incubus from my brain, 
and it was inconceivable to me that it wouldn’t do that 
for the Russian and East European workers. I looked 
forward to great explosions. Charles Denby (the Black 
production worker who was to become editor of News & 
Letters when finally the break between me and Johnson 
occurred) called as soon as his shift ended to tell me of 
the excitement in his factory as the radio blared the 
news of Stalin’s death. Each worker was saying that he 
had just the person to take Stalin’s place—his foreman.

Denby felt the workers he knew would not only un-
derstand the problems the Russian workers faced, but 
that they would find lessons for their own struggles 
against both the union bureaucrats and the company. 
He raised the question I had been discussing with him 
sometime before, on the 1920-21 Trade Union debate 
between Lenin and Trotsky. He said that if I could put 
that story in the framework of what the workers were 
experiencing right then, he would by happy to distrib-
ute it to his fellow workers and tell me their comments. 
A NEW RETURN TO HEGEL’S DIALECTIC

I spent the next few weeks writing the essay on 
that debate, which I called “Then and Now.” I decided 
also to send it to West Virginia and asked that our com-
rades there should try to get the reactions of the miners 
to both Stalin’s death and the trade union debate. 

Once again I felt the compulsion to return to work 
on the Hegelian dialectic. What had begun in 1948 with 
the translation of Lenin’s Philosophic Notebooks made 
me go this time directly to the Absolute Idea itself, six 
weeks before the actual first rebellion from under to-
talitarianism did erupt in East Germany on June 17, 

Editor’s note: From the News and Letters pam-
phlet The Coal Miners’ General Strike of 1949-50 and 
the Birth of Marxist-Humanism in the U.S. we excerpt 
from Raya Dunayevskaya’s “The Emergence of a New 
Movement from Practice that Is Itself a Form of Theo-
ry,” on miners’ contributions to the philosophic birth of 
Marxist-Humanism.

Miners inspired Marxist-Humanism

by Raya Dunayevskaya
The dialectic of the 1949-50 Miners’ General 

Strike, as it was transformed from a Lewis-authorized 
strike that already had lasted some six months into a 
challenge to John L. Lewis himself, laid the ground for 
new ways of thinking. The historic rejection by the min-
ers of Lewis’ order to return to work had imbued the 
old slogan, “No Contract, No Work,” with new mean-
ing because of the totally new question the miners 
raised: “What kind of labor should man do?” In a word, 
by being concerned not just with the unemployment 
that is always caused by new machinery, but with the 
unbridgeable gulf between manual and mental labor, 
which the continuous miner widened, they were point-
ing to new directions. 

I had for some years been developing the theory 
of state-capitalism. To me the Miners’ General Strike 
seemed to touch, at one and the same time, a concept 
Marx had designated as alienated labor and the abso-
lute opposite to it, which Marx had spelled out as the 
end of the division between mental and manual labor.
MINERS SHOW TODAYNESS OF MARX

Indeed, the todayness of Marxism shone through 
brilliantly in the miners’ attitude to a passage I had 
read to them from Marx on the “automaton”: “The light-
ening of the labor, even, becomes a sort of torture since 
the machine does not free the laborer from work, but 
deprives the work of all interest.” Even the fact that the 
miners did not know that this passage was from Marx 
created a translucence when they insisted that the man 
who wrote that must have been in their mine, it was so 
perfect a description of Automation, specifically their 
continuous miner which they called a “man-killer.”

It led me to conclude that two new vantage points 
were needed for the book I had been working on, titled 
State-Capitalism and Marxism. One was that the 
American worker should become a point of departure 
not only as “root” of Marxism but as a presence today. 
I therefore proposed to my co-leaders in the Johnson-
Forest Tendency (JFT)—C.L.R. James and Grace Lee 
Boggs—that a worker be present at future discussions 
of the drafts of the book. The second vantage point was 
to be the dialectic as Lenin interpreted it in his Ab-
stract of Hegel’s Science of Logic. Four months before 
the strike erupted, I had finished the first-ever Eng-
lish translation of that historic 1914 encounter of Lenin 
with Hegel and, with brief comments, had transmitted 
it to James and Lee. A three-way correspondence re-
sulted, centered on the relationship of the dialectic to 
Lenin as well as to our age.

While we seemed to be as one on the need to work 
out the relationship between objective and subjective 
for the state-capitalist age that Lenin had worked out 
for the monopoly stage of capitalism, that relationship 
between objective and subjective was spoken of only 
“in general.” Now, however, with an ongoing strike in 
progress, what had been a discussion of ideas assumed, 
to me, concreteness and urgency. Indeed, it gained a 
whole new dimension through what the miners were 
doing and thinking.
KEY IS LABOR SOLIDARITY FROM BELOW

The workers who had voted down Lewis’ order to 
return to work were already near starvation. Then, on 
Feb. 14, 1950, miners in Scotts Run voted for the mo-
tion that “Red” and Andy brought to a meeting to es-
tablish a committee of miners to go to the rank-and-file 
of other unions to ask for help. Clearly, a great deal 
more than just getting money was involved in that mo-
tion. The point was how to do away not only with mere 
“charity” donations but with dependence on union lead-
ers. Approving this motion signified establishing labor 
solidarity from below. Three days later, this motion was 
implemented at an area-wide meeting of local unions.

It was on Feb. 15—the day after the miners had 
taken the first action to establish that new Miners’ Re-
lief committee—that James, Lee and I held the first 
meeting on the book at which a worker was present. 
(He happened to be the one who would soon arrange 
the largest meeting in Detroit to raise a caravan of help 
for the miners.) Here is the way I began my presenta-
tion: “Just as the 1945-46 General Strike transformed 
the abstract Russian Question on property forms into 
one of actual production relations, so at present the 
struggle of the miners and the new content they have 
infused into ‘No Contract, No Work’ is what gave me the 
impulse to go into the essential dialectical development 
of Marx himself.”

I then proceeded to trace Marx’s own development 

1953, to be followed very shortly by revolt within Russia 
itself, in Vorkuta. 

In a letter on Hegel’s Science of Logic, I wrote to 
Grace on May 12, 1953: “I am shaking all over for we 
have come to where we part from Lenin. I mentioned 
before that although in the approach to the Absolute 
Idea Lenin had mentioned that man’s cognition not 
only reflects the objective world but creates it, with-
in the chapter he never developed it.” In disagreeing 
with Lenin for telling us that the last half of the final 
paragraph of Hegel’s Logic is unimportant, I argued: 
“But, my dear Vladimir Ilyitch, it is not true; the end of 

that page is important; we 
of 1953, we who have lived 
three decades after you and 
tried to absorb all you have 
left us, we can tell you that. 
You didn’t have Stalinism 
to overcome, when transi-
tions, revolutions seemed 
sufficient to bring the new 
society. Now everyone looks 
at the totalitarian one-
party state; that is the new 
which must be overcome 
by a totally new revolt in 
which everyone experiences 
‘absolute liberation.’” 

I concluded the let-
ter of May 12 by insisting 
that I agreed with Lenin’s 
interpretation of Nature 
as practice and could see 
why he was so attracted 
to it and stopped there, 
but that I would continue, 
as Hegel advised, to the 
other “sciences” where he 
first concludes his view of 
the Absolute, Nature and 
Mind. The next week, on 

May 20, I concentrated on the final three Syllogisms of 
Hegel’s Philosophy of Mind—paragraphs 575, 576 and 
577. Where Para. 575 at once established that practice, 
too, is “implicitly the Idea,” and in Para. 576 Hegel still 
says “philosophy appears as a subjective cognition,” it is 
only in Para. 577 that the unification of the two—theo-
ry and practice, subjective and objective—takes place. 
And while I was excited enough to then say: “We have 
entered the new society,” the new for our age was the 
fact that practice, as “implicitly the Idea,” meant to me 
that mass practice is itself a form of theory. 
BIRTH OF A NEW HUMANISM FOR OUR AGE 

Silence on the part of my co-leader became intoler-
able once I had written those letters—that is to say, 
once I had written out all that had been churning in 
me ever since 1948 and my translation of Lenin’s Ab-
stract of Hegel’s Science of Logic; once I had experi-
enced in the post-World War II period what Lenin had 
undergone at the simultaneity of World War I and the 
collapse of the established Second International; once 
I had grasped the concept of philosophy as action, as 
giving action its direction, and the following year had 
experienced that magnificent Miners’ General Strike; 
once spontaneity appeared in an altogether different 
form in 1953 in East Germany, where the first revolt 
ever from under the heel of Stalinism raised the new 
slogan of “Bread and Freedom.” 

I tried not just philosophically but concretely to 
work out what these new movements from practice sig-
nified. I didn’t fear the “Absolute” once I saw it as so 
new a unity of theory and practice as to signify both to-
tality and new beginning. It was, indeed, this new con-
ception of the movement from practice that was itself a 
form of theory that dictated the form in which I cast the 
work on which I had been laboring for some ten years. 
The book I had variously referred to as “Marxism and 
State-Capitalism,” “the Marx book,” and “the Lenin 
book,” I now (in 1957, when I was free of Johnsonism 
and no longer restricted by factionalism) called Marx-
ism and Freedom, from 1776 Until Today.

I could then openly dialectically declare: “This book 
aims to reestablish Marxism in its original form, which 
Marx called ‘a thoroughgoing Naturalism or Human-
ism.’” Moreover, the Introduction proceeded to explain 
the new way of writing: “No theoretician, today more 
than ever before, can write out of his own head. Theo-
ry requires a constant shaping and reshaping of ideas 
on the basis of what the workers themselves are doing 
and thinking. At least, it dictated the method by which 
this book was written. This work is therefore dedicated 
to the autoworkers, miners, steelworkers and student 
youth who have participated so fully in the writing of 
this book. They are its co-authors.”

As Andy Phillips put it: “To some, many of the 
things the miners did seemed spontaneous, as though 
the actions came from nowhere. Just the opposite is 
true. The spontaneity of the miners flowed from their 
own repeated collective thought and action that preced-
ed their ‘spontaneous’ activity.’” 

A pivotAl moment for lAbor And for 
revolutionAry thought

The Coal Miners’ General 
Strike of 1949-50 and the 
Birth of Marxist-Humanism 
in the U.S.
Participants telling their 
story include— 
• A Missing Page from 

American Labor His-
tory, by Andy Phillips

• The Emergence of a 
New Movement from 
Practice That Is Itself 
a Form of Theory, by 
Raya Dunayevskaya 

Order for $10 + $2 postage from News & Letters.
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PHILOSOPHIC DIALOGUE

 60 YEARS OF N&L The todayness of Selma, USA, 1965

by Charles Denby
The arrest of over 3,500 Negroes in Selma, Ala., in 

three weeks just because they tried to vote, the sight of a 
Negro woman pinned to the ground by three fat deputies 
of Sheriff James Clark while Clark beat her face in with 
his billy club, the sight of a long line of Negro high school 
and grade school boys and girls who demonstrated in 
support of their parents’ right to register and then were 
forced to run three miles with police billy clubs and elec-
tric cattle prods jabbed into their backs and ribs—these 
things expose the great lie of President Johnson’s Great 
Society for all the world to see. 

During the [1964] election campaign, Negroes 
were yelled at by everybody, es-
pecially their own leadership, to 
stop their demonstrations and 
to give the administration and 
the Civil Rights Bill a chance to 
work out the issues. Just a week 
before the Selma demonstra-
tions broke out, Roy Wilkins, 
head of the NAACP, said on a 
nationwide TV interview that 
he did not think Negroes would 
demonstrate in 1965. He said 
the Negroes would wait to see 
what the government would do 
in enforcing the Civil Rights 
Bill, and if it did nothing that it 
would catch hell in 1966 demon-
strations.
GREAT SOCIETY EXPOSED

What Wilkins could not 
see was perfectly clear to the 
Negroes. The Johnson Admin-
istration had already been 
openly exposed by the Mis-
sissippi Freedom Democratic 
Party when they challenged 
the official white Mississippi 
Democrats who had supported 
Goldwater—and the majority in 
the Great Society’s Congress sup-
ported those race haters.

There is also the question of the tests the Negroes 
must pass to be eligible to vote. After many of the lead-
ing law brains in Detroit took the test, 95% of them 
failed it, even Detroit’s anti-Negro prosecutor Olsen. It 
would not be surprising if LBJ failed the test—and yet 
they say anyone with a sixth-grade education should be 
qualified to vote in the South.
FEDERAL RULING A JOKE

Since the demonstrations President Johnson was 
forced to declare at a press conference that every citizen 
in the country should be allowed to vote, and that this 
even included those in Selma. But every Negro in the 
South knows that there is a wide space between words 
and actions. While the President was saying it, the U.S. 
District Judge in Mobile, Ala., issued an order which 
was described as one that would “speed up” registration 
of Negroes. In reality he was turning down the appeal 
by the Selma Negroes for an order compelling the Dal-
las County Board of Registrars to meet more often than 
two days a month. 

When we think of any Negro mass movement in 
Alabama, we must also think of Governor Wallace. In 
every city, large or small, he has a Bull Connor at the 
head of his law enforcement who does not care one bit 
about human rights or the Federal Constitution. The 
only language he knows is his own law and disorder.

Selma’s Bull Connor is Sheriff Clark. And if Sheriff 
Clark ordered those Negroes trying to register to vote 
to jump into the Alabama River that practically runs 
through Selma, and they refused, this would be refus-
ing to obey law and order.

When the ruling came down from the Federal judge 
ordering Sheriff Clark not to interfere with those trying 
to register to vote, the joke was that at the same time it 
gave Sheriff Clark the right to keep “law and order” at 
the county courthouse, so that he and his deputies had 
a clear hand to do as they pleased.

It gave him the right to force the Negroes to go in 
the back door of the Court House to try to register. It 
was after the ruling that he beat the Negro woman in 
the face, grabbed another woman by the back of the 
neck and rushed her that way for a whole block, and 
threw her in a patrol car, kept arrested Negroes in an 
open compound in a cold rain, and poked cattle prods 
in the ribs, backs and heads of adults and youngsters.

All of this was done in the presence of federal offi-
cers who are supposed to see to it that people are treat-

ed justly. These federal officers across the street taking 
notes, what are they writing down? If they took their 
pencils and wrote down one word on every page, they 
would have the issue at stake. That word is freedom.

To Sheriff Clark, Governor Wallace and the race 
haters in Selma, the fact is simple. In Dallas County, 
where Selma is the county seat, there are 15,000 Ne-
groes of voting age and 14,440 whites. There are only 
355 Negroes registered so far, compared to 9,543 whites.

Senators Eastland and Stennis, Democrats from 
Mississippi, blame “Communist forces” inside and out-
side the U.S. for hoping to fan the fire of racial hatred 
in the Southern states. They never mention the KKK, 
White Citizens Councils or Birchites as the fomenters of 
racial hatred. To them any Negroes trying to register to 
vote in the South must be subversive because they know 
that when the Negroes get the vote, Eastland and Sten-
nis will not be allowed to sit in Washington to continue 
spreading slander about the inferiority of Negroes in re-
lation to whites.
A NEW CHAPTER IN HISTORY

The Negro Revolution has 
made some greatly needed prog-
ress when it has hit a place like 
Tuscaloosa, Ala., the home of the 
University of Alabama, and the 
birthplace of the KKK in the state. 
When the revolutionaries there 
meet little or no opposition in de-
segregating restaurants, that is a 
new chapter in history.

This movement in Selma has 
also had a big impact on Negro 
teachers. It has given them the 
courage to join in the struggle. 
Ever since the Supreme Court 
decision outlawing separate but 
equal education in the South, Ne-
gro teachers have been the target 
of pressure by the white-controlled 
school boards. Hundreds and thou-
sands have been fired from their 
jobs for having membership in the 
NAACP, a much lesser crime in 
the South than registering to vote.

But this year, practically every 
Negro teacher in Selma, and there 
are no white teachers in a Negro 
school there, joined in the registra-
tion battle. Over 100 marched to 
the courthouse together and were 

arrested while they were cheered 
for their actions by their students and the parents of 
the students. They even marched at night to show that 
night-time registration is needed.

They are making revolutionary changes all over 
the state. A Negro teacher in Lowndes County—which 
is almost all rural and has a population of 15,447, 80.7% 
of which is Negro, with not one registered to vote—said, 
”We’re next, and all of us are anxious to get going.” She 
said there is not the slightest bit of fear among any of 
the Negroes, even though it has been predicted that the 
whites in Lowndes County will react violently to the 
Negroes. “We feel that freedom is something worth dy-
ing for,” she said. “Because even if some get killed, oth-
ers will carry on until we achieve full human dignity.”

One teacher in Selma said that what amazed her 
was the fact that even some local whites took part in 
the demonstrations. She wrote News & Letters that the 
day after the order was given to Clark not to interfere, 
some white youth standing on the corner yelled to the 
Negroes marching to the courthouse to “Keep on going, 
you have your rights.” They were the first ones that 
Sheriff Clark arrested, she said.
NOTHING CAN STOP IT

Nothing anybody can say or do can stop the forward 
march of the Negroes. Even the Negro leaders cannot 
stop it. They seem to sit on the fence until the struggle 
is in high gear, and then jump off running so they can 
say, “We were there too.” The Congressmen that went 
to Selma made their position clear before they left. One 
of them, from California, said they were not going to 
“test” anything. They were not even going to stay over-
night, they were just going to see for themselves what 
was going on, as though they did not know.

What is happening in Selma is felt all over the 
country. In the factories of Detroit, Negro and white 
workers feel it, but they do not talk to each other about 
it. There is a block. Reuther and the UAW leadership 
have not taken an open stand on what is going on down 
South, or in the North. But what Reuther does is say 
what the federal government ought to do, not what the 
union ought to do. He doesn’t commit either the union 
or himself. He says the federal government should su-
pervise the registrations down South. 

Even though the Negroes do not have the support 
of many people that are in positions of power to help 
them, like the labor leaders, and still keep on their fight 
to get their freedom against the power of the segrega-
tionist South, something is still very much in need. The 

point just can’t be to fill up the jails. They have been 
filled before and are being filled now as the Negroes 
fight for their freedom. Filling jails is not the goal.

What is needed now is a philosophy of freedom, a 
total view, to give all of these actions some meaningful 
direction. Without a view that can bring these forces 
working for freedom together, white and Negro, youth 
and workers, to help them move together in a way that 
will get their freedom, jails will be filled for nothing.

All the changes that have been won in race rela-
tions in the past three years—and they are greater 
than anything that has happened in the South, and 
in the North, for 100 years in this country—can all be 
lost.The battle of the Negroes in the South is not just a 
question of the right to vote, but a question of making 
this country a better place for every human being. It is 
a question of individual freedom and human justice for 
all people, not some abstract slogan called the Great 
Society. A great society can be reached all right, but it 
will only come when all of the forces moving for freedom 
come together and move together. 

Because, for Hegel, subjectivity and objectivity 
constitute the same unit in opposition, in his work we 
witness  subjectivity coming out of objectivity. For ex-
ample,  Science of Logic  is divided into  objective  (Be-
ing and Essence) and subjective (Notion) logic. When, 
in the last part of the Doctrine of Essence, objectivity 
finds itself equal to itself in the form of reciprocity, we 
make the big leap toward the subjective notion: It is the 
transition from necessity to freedom which constitutes 
the very essence of the whole movement from Being 
to Notion—but that just now, after all its self-develop-
ment, has come to the fore. This reminds us of Marx 
saying that the realm of freedom must emerge from the 
realm of necessity; this means that, only after the hu-
man race has taken control of the capitalist means of 
production and put them at its own service, can it begin 
constructing a new—human—world. 

In the Idea of Cognition section from the Doctrine 
of the Notion, we see an opposite movement: it is the 
subjective Idea of the Good creating, only by the force 
of its will, the objective world. This movement comple-
ments itself with the transition from this Practical 
Idea, through itself, to the Absolute Idea: the merging 
of subjectivity and objectivity, of the Theoretical and 
the Practical Ideas in the same unit.

In Hegel’s  Philosophy of Mind, we can see again 
the transition from objectivity to subjectivity: it is the 
Free Mind that has left behind “all that interferes with 
its universalism.” From here we go to Absolute Mind, 
where we find the final three syllogisms: Logic-Nature-
Mind; Nature-Mind-Logic; Mind-Logic (Idea)-Nature. 
In these syllogisms, we witness the same spiral move-
ment of subjectivity (Mind) coming out of objectivity 
(Nature) and, at the same time, subjectivity (Logic) giv-
ing birth to objectivity (Nature). 

In her May 20, 1953, Letter (see Jan.-Feb. 2015 
N&L), Dunayevskaya interprets the Hegelian dia-
lectic in a revolutionary way. In her May 12, 1953, 
Letter (Sept.-Oct. 2014 and Nov.-Dec. 2014 N&L), 
she had already seen that Science of Logic didn’t 
end (as Lenin believed) with the mere transition 
from the Theoretical to the Practical Idea, but 
with the merging of both in the Absolute Idea. 

Now, at the end of Philosophy of Mind, she real-
izes that “the movement is from the logical principle or 
theory to nature or practice and from practice not alone 
to theory but to the new society which is its essence.” 

Furthermore: “Nature, standing between the Mind 
and its essence, sunders itself, not indeed to extremes 
of finite abstraction, nor itself to something away from 
them and independent—which, as other than they, only 
serves as a link between them: for the syllogism is in the 
Idea and Nature is essentially defined as a transition-
point and negative factor, and as implicitly the Idea.” If, 
for her, Nature can be translated as Practice, and this 
is the mediation between Logic and Mind, then Nature/
Practice is the idea in itself.

What philosophical-political conclusions can be 
made? 1) That practice is itself a form of theory, as prac-
tice  is the Idea in itself; therefore, the actions of the 
masses are forms of theory in themselves. This breaks 
completely with the vanguardist idea of the “backward-
ness of the masses.” Dunayevskaya dedicated her first 
book, Marxism and Freedom, to making this clear.

2) However, practice alone is not enough to bring 
a new world; we should develop this theory implicit in 
practice itself—and for doing so, our theory should be 
rooted in dialectical philosophy. That would explain 
the main objective of her second book, Philosophy and 
Revolution.

3) Just this total merging of the Theoretical and 
the Practical Idea can give birth to a new world: it is the 
Absolute Idea and the Absolute Mind that Dunayevs-
kaya read as entering a new society. —G.W.F. Hector

Editor’s note: As a part of acquainting readers with 
coverage of the forces of revolution in News & Letters 
over its first 60 years, we here reprint from February 
1965 “Continuing Magnolia Jungle terror exposes real-
ity of ‘Great Society’” by Charles Denby, founding editor 
and Worker’s Journal columnist until his death in 1983. 
He wrote this in the midst of the bloody campaign for 
voter registration in Selma, Alabama. 

On the 1953 letters

Charles Denby
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Your online statement “On Greece 
and Syriza: Against the inhumanity of 
austerity, we pose the fullness of human 
liberation!” makes clear how political 
parties should root political actions not 
just in tactics and strategies but in a hu-
manist philosophy of liberation. Without 
that, although they speak “anti-imperi-
alist” language, they are nothing. But 
as the statement says, the rank-and-file 
(workers, youth, women, national 
minorities), whose demands 
made possible the electoral 
triumph of Syriza, “are those 
best-placed to move beyond 
the failings and blind spots of 
Tsipras and others who may 
fall short of asserting human 
liberation as the ultimate goal. 
It is they who command our deepest 
solidarity.”

 Revolutionary
Mexico

***
Your statement on Greece poses 

serious questions about the revolution-
ary character of Syriza. I agree with the 
basic premise that revolutionary forces 
cannot build a revolutionary movement 
in alliance with fascists. We should be 
declaring war on all fascists, driving 
them out of the political realm forever. 
Narrow nationalism of whatever sort 
is the counter-revolution in theory and 
practice. It is no wonder that the Stalin-
ists and fascists find common ground 
in Russia today. Ultimately true revo-
lutionary change is impossible via the 
electoral path. It will be the masses in 
arms, liquidating the entire bourgeois 
structure, abolishing the standing army 
and police, that will carry the revolution 
to its ultimate victory. Activist

New York
***

Syriza doesn’t claim to be anti-
capitalist. It has a clear mandate to fix 
capitalism. I am convinced that Tsipras 
has read Gramsci and Laclau. He is not 
going to go for unpopular left-wing re-
forms before he establishes a hegemony 
and a clear social consensus. That is 
why the priorities of his government are 
the renegotiation of the debt and the 
“social salvation” plan. Nevertheless, 
the government’s program is the most 
socially progressive the country has ever 
seen. Given the circumstances, a coali-
tion with Independent Greeks was the 
most sensible choice. IG are conserva-
tive and nationalist, but they look like 
progressives compared to Golden Dawn 
or even New Democracy. They favor re-
verting unjust reforms, raising the min-
imum wage, taxing the oligarchy, etc. A 
real revolutionary change would not rely 

just on political change, but on a wider 
shift in consciousness and praxis. What 
catapulted it to power was the support 
of the middle classes. Syriza is in this 
sense conditioned by the individualistic 
and consumerist expectations of its elec-
toral base. The important thing is that 
the social movements make use of the 
opportunities afforded by Syriza’s win, 
and also avoid the pitfalls. The hot issue 

right now is demobilization, since 
all the desire for social change 

is channeled towards state 
power. While many of the so-
cial struggles of the last few 
years were about reinstat-
ing the “public,” a lot of them 

were about the “commons.” We 
should find a space for the lat-

ter in the public agenda and find a 
way to open a dialogue between Syriza’s 
“return to growth,” top-down, capital-
driven program of economic reforms on 
the one hand, and the commons-based, 
peer-to-peer, cooperative, autonomous 
alternatives on the other. T.K.

Athens, Greece
***

“On Greece and Syriza” is an excel-
lent article. It takes up the inhuman-
ity of austerity programs, which means 
poor people get poorer, those above pov-
erty sink into it—women, especially 
single mothers, are hit hardest of all. 
Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany 
could care less, while the new govern-
ment in Greece is siding with the people 
and fighting against European imposi-
tion of austerity.

 Kathy B.
Northern Calif.

***
Where do you get legitimate con-

firmation that President Assad’s gov-
ernment used chemical weapons on 
civilians in Syria and that Hamas rep-
resentatives claimed responsibility for 
Naftali Fraenkel, Eyal Yifrach and Gi-
lad Shaar (“Israel decimates Gaza as 
world faces global counter-revolutions,” 
Sept.-Oct. 2014 N&L)? I do not compre-
hend how you report that Hamas, a re-
sistance movement to occupation, does 
not represent the Palestinian people. If 
you have a direct poll consensus of Pal-
estinian people or a list of statements 
and signatures of the masses of Pales-
tinians, it would be supportive but in its 
absence it appears to be speaking for a 
people that does not seem to be fighting 
Hamas but rather colonial powers of the 
Zionist state! Who else is defending Pal-
estinian people to the best of their abil-
ity with their lives, not comments? I’m a 
U.S. New Afrikan prisoner and it’s con-
fusing reading leftist papers in the U.S. 

while knowing the history of U.S. “intel-
ligence forces” connections and control-
ling of “media outlets.” Your view is that 
Hamas is doing more harm than good? I 
will conclude respectfully for the stance 
you do take against capitalism and im-
perialism with your supportive paper. 
I am grateful for your free solidarity to 
prisoners. 

Sehu-Kessa-Saa Tabansi
Frackville, Penn.

***
Editor’s note: Hamas official Salah 

al-Aruri’s Aug. 20, 2014, claim that the 
Qassam Brigades of Hamas were re-
sponsible for the “heroic operation” of 
kidnapping the three youths was widely 
reported. If we went by a poll, we could 
not say the U.S. government does not 
represent the masses. Revolutionaries 
need a deeper, dialectical view, which 
does not settle for the lesser of two evils. 
Let’s not ignore the evidence reported in 
the article you criticize showing how the 
masses understand that neither Hamas 
nor the Palestinian Authority is capable 
of representing their demands, and the 
meaning of the criticism from the youth 
often reported in N&L. Why deny reality 
in order to defend any and every entity 
claiming to oppose U.S. imperialism? 
Even Hamas broke with Syria’s Assad, 
overseer of one of the most brutal prison/
torture/genocide systems in the world. 
The article’s point is that the vision of 
revolutionary possibility embodied in the 
actions of masses in motion in the Arab 
Spring remains a revolutionary force in 
the world.

***
“The Syrian Revolution and its phi-

losophy” (Nov.-Dec. 2014 N&L) is a bril-
liant article. Thank you for the perspec-
tive and the aims with which you write.

Student
Durham, N.C.

***
Workers 

are under at-
tack in the 
“people’s re-
publics” of 
Donetsk and 
Luhansk 
carved out 
of East Ukraine with Russia’s help. The 
Luhansk authorities banned indepen-
dent unions, first of all the Independent 
Union of Miners. They threatened the 
life of its leader, Mykola Koziuberda, 
who had to flee. Mass media are forbid-
den even to mention banned organiza-
tions. In Donetsk, Ivan Reznichenko of 
the Independent Miners Trade Union of 
Ukraine was murdered—by pro-Russian 
separatists, according to a report. Sup-
port the independent unions of Ukraine, 
in both East and West! Find out more at 
http://ukrainesolidaritycampaign.org/.

 Anti-imperialist socialist
Midwest

•
HERE COME THE REFORMERS!

“Chicago teachers’ strike reviewed” 
(Jan.-Feb. N&L) noted how “reform-
ers” were conducting a relentless battle 
against fair and equitable education. Ev-
ery time you hear the word “reform” in a 
political context, you always know that 
the poor and disenfranchised are going 
to suffer the brunt of those “reforms.”

Reformed
Wisconsin

***
The unprecedented budget cuts 

that Illinois Gov. Bruce Rauner wants 
to make in human services are nothing 
but a thinly disguised, calculated attack 
against the poor, including children, se-
niors and the disabled. His Republican 
cronies call him “courageous” for his new 
budget, but he is a coward of the worst 
kind. He attacks the most vulnerable 
while leaving the rich untouched. It is 

crucially important that we fight back 
against these cuts, as for some people it 
is a matter of life or death.

Disability rights activist
Chicago

•
WOMEN’S FREEDOM

What is so transparent, so 
abhorrent, are folks who 

are fascinated by saving 
fetuses. I used to think 
they all just hate women 
(and yeah, many of them 
do, including the women 
anti’s). But now I think 

a large chunk of them are 
just on another planet and 

so inhuman in general that they de-
lude themselves into believing they are 
good, that they themselves are humane 
because they care so much for a not-
yet-human. What compassion! While 
they focus their attention on fetuses, 
they can easily be pro-war (death), pro-
death penalty, anti-welfare, anti-pub-
lic-education, anti-environment, pro-
patriarchy (man as head of household) 
and still tell themselves they love people 
and god and are good and moral. Guilt-
free. They are really wacked and I wish 
they’d just stay out of women’s vaginas 
and lives.

Angry feminist
Chicago

***
Time and again, women are made 

the scapegoats for an economy that pro-
vides fewer and fewer jobs. Ethel Dun-
bar wrote in N&L about the women who 
worked in factories during World War II, 
when the men were in the armed forces 
overseas. Those factory jobs empow-
ered the women, despite the racism and 
alienating capitalist mode of produc-
tion. As Karl Marx had written nearly 
a century earlier, factory work brought 
people together in new ways with a po-
tential for cooperation, a socialization 
which fueled the growth of workplace 
unions. But as Dunbar wrote, “as soon 
as the war ended, all the women were 
laid off.” Their newly discovered ideas 
of freedom were not erased, but lay 
dormant until the Women’s Liberation 
Movement exploded in the 1960s.

Community activist
Detroit

•
AGAINST RACISM

Marissa Alexander (see “Stopping 
violence,” Nov.-Dec. 2014 N&L) is out of 
jail on two years’ house arrest in a plea 
deal. Judge James Daniels overturned 
her first conviction, citing that the in-
structions the jury had been given were 
wrong. For a few moments in November 
it looked like she might have to return to 
prison because she violated her deten-
tion by running some errands. Her cor-
rectional service counselor erroneously 
thought the errands—for buying clothes 
and going to the bank—were within the 
scope of her detention. Judge Daniels 
ruled that Alexander committed no will-
ful violation.

Kaitlin
Chicago

***
On a windy night, 28 degrees, 100+ 

students at Rhodes, a small college in 
Memphis, Tenn., held a candlelight 
vigil for the young Muslims murdered 
in Chapel Hill, N.C.: Deah Barakat, 
Yusor Mohammed Abu-Salha and Ra-
zan Mohammad Abu-Salha. The media 
coverage has been disappointing, double 
standards glaring, but the words of the 
students and the attendance that night 
were heartening.

Liz D.
Memphis

I saw the “60 years” banner and 
how about that as a great legacy to 
Raya and her vision all of those years 
ago! How much has changed and how 
much has remained the same. Racism 
and sexism may have evolved to not be 
as out in the open as the issues were in 
the 1950s, but I feel that the subtlety 
(or attempts thereof) of today’s racial 
and gender issues is more of a slap in 
the face. As much as things changed for 
people of color and women, so much re-
mains the same if not worse.

 Robert Taliaferro
Black River Falls, Wisc.
***

I hope in your looking back and 
forward in your 60th year of publica-
tion you run articles by founding editor 
Charles Denby. He really was an excel-
lent writer. I read his pieces in Ameri-
can Civilization on Trial and the man 
could really get down to basics and at 
the same time probe deep into all the 
forms of racism in America.

Avid reader
New York

***
Terry Moon’s essay on the Wom-

en’s Liberation Movement and its 
history with News and Letters Com-
mittees (“60 years of News & Letters,” 
Jan.-Feb. N&L) shows how different 
N&L was from the rest of the Left even 

back in the mid-1960s. When I was 
hanging around Colorado University 
in 1969-70, the male Left’s sexism was 
rampant. The WLM was considered 
to be a joke, except by the women who 
took a stand and said “No more!” When 
one of them offered me the WLM but-
ton with the clenched fist inside the 
women’s symbol, I began wearing it 
immediately. Revolutionary

 New York
***

Moon talked about how the Left 
treated the early Women’s Liberation 
Movement. Many on the Left today are 
no better. When I discovered News and 
Letters in the 1980s, I had become dis-
gusted by the fact that many so-called 
Left groups thought they could get 
away with calling themselves “revo-
lutionaries” while ignoring the WLM. 
Marxist-Humanism was and remains 
a “breath of fresh air” to me. Its philos-
ophy of human liberation depends on 
the idea of woman as reason. Women 
are not just “included” in the organiza-
tion but are inseparable from it and its 
philosophy. Suzanne Rose

Chicago
***

“The leap to freedom is from ne-
cessity....” Thank you, Terry Moon.

Miriam F.
New York City

60 YEARS OF NEWS & LETTERS

REVOLT AND COUNTER-REVOLUTION, FROM GREECE TO SYRIA

READERS’VIEWS
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NEW!

N&L is going strong with great cov-
erage of the major domestic and interna-
tional events. Wow, what a whirlwind we 
have had the past 6-12 months. Thank 
you for showing that freedom’s drive 
seems irrepressible and for continually 
articulating Marx’s core vision of a free, 
humane, human society. I am so heart-
ened by the youth activism around po-
lice violence. What a time to be alive! 
Even the Republicans feel compelled 
to talk about economic inequality! The 
link between economic destruction, com-
munity dissolution and police state re-
pression, both federal and local, is clear 
even to the minimally attentive citizen. 
The time is ripe for a clear Marxist-
Humanist message as an alternative to 
the corporate-controlled political parties 
and media of the U.S.  Prisoner

Bastrop, Texas
***

If the lyrics of “Glory” weren’t per-
fectly clear, “Justice is juxtapositioning 
us/justice for all ain’t specific enough/
It’s why Rosa sat on the bus/It’s why 
we walk through Ferguson with our 
hands up…” John Legend and Common 
drove the point home in their Oscar ac-
ceptance speeches: “Selma is now…we 
see you, we are with you.” Although the 
word “glory” in Black music refers to a 
religious transformation, it can certain-
ly represent a new, human society as 
well, rooted in the kind of freedom Raya 
Dunayevskaya’s May 20, 1953, letter 
discovered in G.W.F. Hegel’s Philosophy 
of Mind. “Free will in a new 
social order…not the free 
will of the Ego…but the free 
will of the social individual.” 

Susan Van Gelder
Detroit

***
Through Marxist-Humanism I have 

become aware of the power of abstrac-
tions, i.e., how they are essentially the 
determining factor through which we 
humans structure our social relations 
with other humans. That awareness 
prompted me to examine all my present 
social relationships from the standpoint 
of the Marxian concept: humanism as 
the expression of the manner in which 

a human being is human to another 
human. The change agent is the social 
entity of the new society struggling to 
transcend the perversity of capitalist re-
lations. The perversity lies in the nature 
of capital’s production process where 
dead labor dominates living labor and 
whereby humans have material rela-
tions with each other and things have 
social relations. It is that inverse social 
relation which must be transcended if 
humanity is ever to really breathe free 
from all that interferes with it. Faruq

Represa, Calif.
***

Marxist-Humanism gives us a deep-
er ground than Gramsci for understand-
ing the relationship between philosophy, 
practice, and the mediation between 
both: organization (see “Philosophic 
Dialogue,” Jan.-Feb. N&L). Organiza-
tion should be rooted in dialectical phi-
losophy, as well as in the practice of the 
masses as itself a form of theory; with-
out that, it is nothing. I had a friend who 
read Gramsci, Lenin, even Mao, and all 
the theoreticians who talk about organi-
zation and “revolutionary intellectuals.” 
He concretized that into a vanguardist 
organization. He understood the idea of 
the “organic intellectual” as “Marxist” 
intellectuals inside the academy strug-
gling against “traditional intellectuals” 
for hegemony of knowledge. For him, 
masses are not the social subjects; in-
tellectuals are. The relation between 
theory, practice and organization can be 

developed from within MH 
itself, and in a more pro-
found sense—for it is rooted 
in the absolute method. In 
Dunayevskaya’s Rosa Lux-
emburg, Women’s Libera-
tion, and Marx’s Philosophy 

of Revolution, as well as in her unwrit-
ten book about organization and phi-
losophy (examined in E. Gogol’s Toward 
a Dialectic of Philosophy and Organiza-
tion), we can find several pathways for 
understanding and developing this rela-
tionship. G.W.F. Héctor

Mexico

• 

SAVING THE PLANET
Calling themselves the #Flood11, 

eleven activists who participated in last 
September’s Flood Wall Street action af-
ter the People’s Climate March are re-
fusing to pay fines related to charges of 
disorderly conduct. Instead, when their 
trial begins March 2, they plan to use 
the necessity defense to argue that Wall 
Street, through its investments in fossil 
fuels, is the real harbinger of disorder. 
Please see a collective statement from 
#Flood11 and sign and circulate the pe-
tition at  http://systemchangenotclimat-
echange.org/article/flood-wall-street-
goes-trial. Pete R.

Brooklyn
***

Our tax money supported the devel-
opment of nuclear fission, then the labs 
at Oak Ridge and Rocky Flats to figure 
out how to get lots of fissionable pluto-
nium and uranium. The whole world put 
up with the fallout from nuclear tests in 
the atmosphere—a sacrifice that will go 
on for generations. Then we supported 
the outrageously expensive “Atoms for 
Peace,” which was a gloss on the need 
to generate plutonium for the cold war. 
Of all the public money for private en-
terprises, that is the most horrible. 
The amount of student debt is about 
the same as what the administration 
is planning for the next decade to “up-
grade” and “modernize” our nuclear ar-
senal. A jubilee for the students would 
be a much better way to spend money 
than promoting the unspeakable filth of 
more nuclear enterprise with its impos-
sible waste. Nuclear opponent

Chicago

•
VOICES FROM BEHIND THE BARS

Thanks again for your continued 
coverage of prison activism. Your com-
mitment reminds me how important 
N&L is in a media environment that 
ignores the plight of two million second-
class citizens of the U.S. in prison and 
the millions more who are out of prison 
but because they show up as ex-cons on 
background checks are legally allowed to 
be discriminated against.  Prisoner

Bastrop, Texas

Wisconsin spends $100 million a 
year locking up parole violators who 
have done almost nothing, yet Gov. Walk-
er intends to cut $300 million from the 
University of Wisconsin’s budget to alle-

viate a nearly 
$3 billion 
shortfall—to 
gut education 
to the point 
that almost 
ensures that 
mass incar-
ceration will 

continue. It’s another way to disenfran-
chise the Black community without poll 
taxes. 

Prisoner
Black River Falls, Wisc.

***
I am a politicized prisoner who is 

very interested in your newspaper but at 
the current moment I’m without funds 
and would like if you can please provide 
me with a donor subscription. I highly 
appreciate your time and assistance. To-
gether we can end all oppression! In love 
and struggle supreme,

Prisoner
Huntingdon, Penn.

***
I like everything about this paper 

because it keeps me updated on what’s 
going on in the SHU. After five years in 
the Corcoran SHU, I know the struggle 
we convicts are going through. A lot of 
mistreatment is going on. Your newspa-
per exposes those doings. I’m about to 
get out after doing 13 years and I’d like 
to continue getting the paper so I can 
continue to know the truth about what’s 
going on in the mind of the Beast.

Prisoner
Represa, Calif.

TO OUR READERS: Can you 
donate $5 for a prisoner who cannot 
pay for a subscription to  N&L? It 
will be shared with many others. 
Prisoners are eligible to continue 
their subscriptions when they first 
get released, at a time when the sys-
tem tries to make them forget the 
struggle.

MARXIST-HUMANIST PHILOSOPHY IN THE WHIRLWIND OF EVENTS
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by G.W.F. Héctor
Mexico City—On Jan. 31 around 100 members of the 

community police of Guerrero went to Chilpancingo, 
the capital of the state, to protect its people from 
narco-traffickers and state 
violence. They were sum-
moned by the people them-
selves. However, the official 
police didn’t let them in. Be-
cause of this, the communi-
ty police moved to a small 
town, Petaquillas, seven 
miles from Chilpancingo, 
where the community re-
ceived them.

Seven days later, 
the army tried to enter 
Petaquillas to apprehend 
the community police. 
However, the population 
defended their police with 
sticks and stones. They 
even captured six soldiers, releasing them hours later. 
The army decided to withdraw.
IDEAS BECAME PART OF THE STRUGGLE

One could be tempted to say that this was just an 
act of strength, a battle won by force. However, by put-
ting their bodies between the army and the community 
police, by accepting and sheltering the latter in their 

town, the community of Petaquillas put their ideas into 
the struggle as well: the right to autonomy and self-
government. This was made clear by what the popula-
tion shouted at the army during the confrontation: “Let 

the people have their 
own police, because you 
don’t do anything, you 
work for the narco-traf-
fickers!”

How is this action 
of self-defense related 
to the struggles for 
freedom on a major na-
tional scale—specifical-
ly, with the protests for 
Ayotzinapa seen in the 
last five months? (See 
“Letter from Mexico: 
Mexican protests deep-
en,” Jan.-Feb. N&L.) 
Some say that the 
movement for Ayotzina-

pa has come to an end, that the mass demonstrations, 
especially in Mexico City, haven’t shown a significant 
development recently. In some sense this may be true. 
At the same time, however, the struggles for autonomy 
in “rural” states like Guerrero, Oaxaca, Michoacán and 
Chiapas are becoming deeper. 

These movements are not a direct conse-
quence of the protests for Ayotzinapa, but a re-
sult of centuries of people’s organization. Never-
theless, the Ayotzinapa protests have given them 
new life, and put them in a national focus. People 
throughout the country have turned to the mass 
movements going on in those states, and have be-
gun to find there a source of practical and theo-
retical inspiration for social uprooting. 

An important example is the proposal for boycot-
ting the 2015 elections. This is not just not voting or 
annulling the vote, but aiming to actually prevent the 
elections from taking place. The idea was born from the 
popular movements in Guerrero. It has been accepted 
nationally. Trying to concretize it could be a crucial 
step in the construction of a people’s self-government.

Returning to Petaquillas, Guerrero: What does 
an act of popular defense, like the one that took place 
there, tell us about the possibilities of deepening the 
social movement? What does it mean, theoretically and 
practically? These are questions that both mass move-
ments from below and revolutionary organizations 
should try constantly to answer, in order to go forward 
on the road for freedom.

Letter from Mexico

Guerrero in a national focus

Marx and Transgender
Leelah Alcorn’s last words, making her suicide 

an appeal for Transgender people to be “treated like 
humans” and to “fix society” if her death is to “mean 
something” were stunning. Her words are reminiscent 
of what Karl Marx wrote in his 1844 humanist writings 
about the need for people to be “treated like humans” 
and live in a “human world.”

What Marx contrasts to a human world is the 
“upside-down” world of money exchange with its “con-
founding and confusing of all natural and human quali-
ties.” In our alienated world money can actually be ex-
changed for “love.” When Marx says “you can exchange 
love for only love,” he shows that this can be realized 
only through “self-deriving humanism.” 

Marx’s point of contention with Hegel is that this 
act of emergence cannot be abstract or formal but only 
as a “corporeal” human being whose activity unites 
both idealism and materialism as it reflects back in-
nate human objective powers (Marx-Engels Collected 
Works, Vol. 3, p. 336). 
MARX SPEAKS TO/FOR A ‘HUMAN WORLD’

Though Marx didn’t write about Queer and Trans-
gender, innate objective powers which emerge instinc-
tually are constantly expanding, transforming nature 
and human nature. Marx’s concept of “corporeal” or 
embodied dialectic speaks to a “human world” where 
Transgender people are “treated like humans,” because 
of his designation of what is specifically human species 
“life activity”: “free, conscious activity” in distinction 
from its appearing “only as a means to life” (276).

This dialectical perspective of beginning from “life 
activity” is the most objective and empirical in letting 
the material world, including the material basis of life 
in one’s body, speak for itself. Dialectics never sub-
sumes the concrete under some abstraction.

Though Marx enunciated his universal of hu-
man species life activity in contrast to alienated 
labor in which one sells one’s ability to labor as a 
mere means to life, the most fundamental relation 
he singles out is the man/woman relation because 
in it there is a “natural species relationship,” in-
cluding material reproduction of the species. 

Through this direct natural connection between 
the sexes one can see the degree to which humans have 
attained their “species-being,” that is, the degree to 
which they are acting as “free, conscious” agents and 
the degree to which another human is needed as a hu-
man (295-96) or a free, conscious agent.
‘THE INDIVIDUAL IS THE SOCIAL BEING’

Alcorn’s message confronts a fundamental abuse 
and oppression of youth: not allowing one to freely de-
termine one’s relation to one’s own body. The oppres-
sors here happen to be Christian parents, refusing to 
acknowledge her freedom and exercising their power to 
stop her from undergoing treatments before reaching 
puberty.

“Fixing society” can only come from the activity of 
the individual consciousness becoming a “theoretical 
existence as a social being.” That is why it is important 
to take Alcorn’s message seriously and to encourage 
others struggling with the same questions to work out 
a theoretical expression of a human world beginning 
from their own experiences. “Above all,” Marx contin-
ued, “we must avoid postulating ‘society’ as an abstrac-
tion vis-a-vis the individual. The individual is the so-
cial being” (299).

  —Ron Kelch

Stop Israeli settlements
Los Angeles—On Feb. 5, I joined six CODE Pink 

members and supporters at the Wilshire Blvd. RE/
MAX Mega Group to protest the illegal Israeli settle-
ments in the West Bank of Palestine, and to speak to 
the owner of the franchise.

RE/MAX is an international real estate corpora-
tion that sells land and property in the occupied West 
Bank settlements to Jewish people only. CODE Pink’s 
flyer stated, “These settlements have displaced thou-
sands of Palestinian families...and are in direct viola-
tion of international law.”

We entered their office lobby after  4:30 PM with 
signs such as “Every settlement is an obstruction to 
peace.” This caused their secretary to disappear from 
the reception desk. We decided to wait there until the 
office closed and confront the owner and staff as they 
left. But after 40 minutes, the secretary reappeared and 
listened to our group’s issues, after which she accepted 
several petitions and documents which explained the 
reason for our protest.
 —Participant

King march transformed 

Los Angeles—The annual Martin Luther King 
march here on Jan. 19 was changed after Michael 
Brown, the unarmed Black teenager, was shot dead by 
the police in Ferguson, Mo., under circumstances that 
some called an outright murder. Young activists carried 
pictures of 21 youths who were recently killed by the po-
lice. We lay down in the street, just like dead people af-
ter being shot by the police, while another group vented 
their anger, shouting, “Don’t shoot, hands up!” 

Marchers carried signs saying “Black lives matter!” 
Other people had signs demanding criminal charges 
against the police who shot the youth. One protester’s 
sign quoted Dr. King: “An injustice to one is an injustice 
to all.” Another proclaimed, “I can’t breathe!” A Black 
woman stated that she has sent her two sons to live 
with relatives since she feared for their safety in L.A. 

The Black community is energized and angered 
by the brutality of the police. One observer stated that 
maybe the writing on the police car, “to protect and to 
serve,” means that the police serve the community of 
the cops rather than the people!

 —Mannel

E D I T O R I A L
continued from p. 1

by Suzanne Rose
Several hundred people with physical and men-

tal disabilities and their supporters blocked streets in 
Taipei, Taiwan, during a march and rally in November. 
Many lay down in the street while others held up signs 
to bring attention to the hurdles experienced by people 
with disabilities. They called for a law to uphold equal 
employment opportunities for people with disabilities.

*   *   *
In New Delhi, India, women and girls with dis-

abilities are being dumped into mental hospitals and 
institutions by family members and the police with 
horrendous consequences. They face unsanitary con-
ditions, risk physical and sexual violence and receive 
involuntary treatment, including electroshock therapy. 
Once locked up, they have little hope of ever getting out. 

*   *   *
Nine months after a then Mississippi judge 

smacked a mentally disabled man and yelled “run, 
n_____, run,” a grand jury indicted him for “simple 
assault on a vulnerable adult.” Twenty-year-old Eric 
Rivers, who is Black and has special needs, was work-
ing at a Canton, Miss., flea market when Judge Bill 
Weisenberger attacked him. 

HANDICAPTHIS!

alienation and dispossession seen in the conquest of the 
Americas, and its genocide and slavery as the funda-
mental building blocks of modern bourgeois society. 

That Syriza attempts to embody a form of anti-
capitalist politics makes it the necessary object of 
revolutionary criticism. Its electoral victory was made 
possible by a worldwide movement, begun and inspired 
by the Arab Spring revolts. This world movement is 
profoundly anti-racist, cross-cultural and internation-
al, as well as anti-capitalist. That’s why Syriza’s base 
includes workers, feminists, youth, environmentalists 
and LGBT people, the many voices of the 2011 occupa-
tion of Syntagma Square in Athens. At such a time of 
ferment, revolutionary thought will either rise to the 
moment and develop further, or it will die.

Nothing could be in greater contradiction to the 
movement that lifted Syriza to prominence than the 
parliamentary alliance with the racist, theocratic Inde-
pendent Greeks party. They also opposed austerity, but 
from a far different position. This alliance has since led 
reactionaries and neo-fascists from Marine Le Pen in 
France to Alexander Dugin in Russia to hail Syriza as a 
potential model for their own plans. While party leaders 
may regard this alliance as necessary to bolster their 
stand against the European Union, European Central 
Bank, and International Monetary Fund, it was a slap 
in the face to many in the party rank-and-file.

The way new Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras spoke 
with a forked tongue following the Feb. 21 concessions 
made to the austerity regime also represents a deep-
rooted problem. In calling the negotiations “a decisive 
step, leaving austerity, the bailouts and the Troika,” 
Tsipras displayed Syriza’s pragmatism of “many levels 
of discourse,” telling an audience what it wants to hear.

This led Greek Leftist Manolis Glezos to say, “The 
fact that the Troika has been renamed ‘the institutions,’ 
the Memorandum has been renamed the ‘Agreement,’ 
and the creditors have been renamed the ‘partners,’ in 
the same manner as baptizing meat as fish, does not 
change the previous situation....For my part I apologize 
to the Greek people for having assisted this illusion.”
DANGERS OF RETROGRESSION

Tsipras’ pre-election visit to meet with the Serbian 
“Movement of Socialists” also remains troubling. These 
are the dregs of the tendency once spoken for by ren-
egade Marxist humanist Mihailo Markovic, author of 
the Memorandum that became a warrant for genocide 
in Bosnia and Kosova in the hands of Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic. The party’s current leader, Alexan-
der Vulin, serves as Serbia’s Minister of Labor, slashing 
workers’ wages and retirement and disability benefits.

It would be easy to say, with the all-too-knowing 
attitude of the old Left, well, nothing is to be expected 
from the election of a party as contradictory, in some re-
spects as compromised, as Syriza. That attitude cedes 
too much power to Tsipras and other leaders who are 
where they are only because masses of people rejected 
the logic of capitalism in opposing austerity.

There is no escape from the problematic of our 
time, the sharpness of revolution and counter-revolu-
tion contending while the prolonged global capitalist 
crisis refuses to end. Where is the needed banner of a 
total uprooting of the system and creation of new hu-
man relations as the goal? 

The people who carried on the spirit of Syntagma 
Square by organizing mutual support, defending immi-
grants, fighting the fascist Golden Dawn party, and by 
asserting their own voices as women, youth, workers, 
LGBT, immigrants, environmentalists and internation-
alists are those best placed to move beyond the failings 
and blind spots of Tsipras and others who fall short of 
asserting human liberation as the ultimate goal. It is 
they who command our deepest solidarity.

Women in the community police
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Q U E E R N O T E S

Chicago—On Feb. 19 I attended a program at the 
Chicago Temple-United Methodist Church concerning 
the horrendous state budget cuts that Illinois’ new gov-
ernor, Bruce Rauner, wants to make. Over 250 people 
braved one of the coldest days of the year to raise their 
voices there, and at the outdoor Thompson Center rally 
that followed. Many talked about the effects the cuts 
would have on their lives.

Rauner, who was called “an immoral man” by a 
clergyman who spoke, plans to gut vital programs rang-
ing from mental health services to student loans. One 
woman spoke of how childcare cuts would mean the loss 
of her job and her healthcare. “But,” she added, “I can’t 
go on Medicaid because he wants to cut that too!”

A disabled woman talked about how cuts to the 
homecare program could mean that she wouldn’t be 
able to hire people to help her anymore, including the 
aide who helps her get out of bed in the morning. My 
daughter is a person with disabilities, and I work as her 
personal attendant. If these cuts go through, I fear that 
they will cut the hours my daughter can pay me, leav-
ing us without enough money to survive. I would also 
lose my health insurance and could no longer get the 
medications that keep me out of the hospital.

Rauner’s $1.5 billion Medicaid cuts will have 
a devastating impact on those who depend on 
this program for their healthcare. “Some people 
will die from these cuts,” a woman at the rally 
said. Taxes that should be collected from the rich 
could fund these programs, but there was no 
mention of the rich in Rauner’s budget. It is all 
about taking whatever he can get from those who 
can least afford it.

Rauner also called for an “aggressive review” of eli-
gibility for enrollees in the health insurance program 
for low-income and disabled people. This implies people 
are lying about their incomes and disabilities.

Cuts to homecare and disability programs will 
force more seniors and those with disabilities into 
nursing homes, such as the ones Rauner owns, making 
him richer. These nursing homes cost the state two to 
three times more than providing home services. What 
he would like to see for the ill is warehousing of people 
as is happening in prisons now. It flows from having no 
regard for the lives of people who aren’t like him.

This is exactly in line with the logic of capi-
tal. The owner of one large chain of nursing 
homes has openly stated that “assisted living” 
is the wave of the future and envisions provid-
ing “services” at 20% cheaper than today’s nurs-
ing homes. It is no coincidence that abuses have 
occurred in his institutions. This is the planned 
common future of the “baby boom” generation.

These inhuman cuts today foreshadow what tomor-
row’s capitalism has in store for us. Our lives depend on 
fighting this inhuman logic.  —Suzanne Rose

Yanis Varoufakis, the Finance Minister in Greece’s 
Syriza government, shows where postmodernist 
attacks on Marx lead politically. This self-declared 
“erratic Marxist” states forthrightly that the task of 
today’s Left is to 
save capitalism 
from itself, 
which requires 
“forging alliances 
with reactionary 
forces” (“How I 
became an erratic 
Marxist,” by Yanis 
Varoufakis, The 
Guardian, Feb. 
18, 2015).

In his mind, 
c a p i t a l i s m ’ s 
collapse would 
only help the Right 
so it becomes 
the Left’s task to 
save European 
capitalism “to buy 
the time we need 
to formulate its alternative.” However, the agenda he 
lays out is all about saving capitalism, not formulating 
an alternative. 
THEORY ASSUMES LEFT’S POWERLESSNESS

Why in Varoufakis’s mind is the Left not in a 
position to oppose capitalism instead of saving it? One 
clue is his total lack of mention of the actual movement 
in Greece, including one of the world’s most vibrant 
occupation and assembly movements, whose militancy 
Syriza worked to contain in 2011-12.

He is correct that Marxist-Leninist and social 
democratic parties abandoned the category of freedom, 
which the Thatcher Right exploited. He does not grasp 
why. Beyond much of the Left’s attachment to defending 
the totalitarian and clearly unfree USSR and China 
as “socialist,” state-capitalism expresses itself in the 
administrative mentality that still pervades the Left, 
and for which leaving out freedom is no mere rhetorical 
mistake but a basic element of its attitude. 

In Varoufakis’s hands, freedom is reduced to 
indeterminacy and contingency, which he counterposes 
totally undialectically to economic determinism. 
This repeats the postmodernist post-Marxist 
argument of Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe’s 
Hegemony and Socialist Strategy: Towards a Radical 
Democratic Politics, which uncouples freedom from 
the emancipation of working classes from alienation 
through the revolutionary transformation of the mode 
of production. It suffuses his muddled revision of 
Marx’s concept of labor. 

Not only does Varoufakis omit the domination of 

Greece: postmodernism in power Budget cuts are 
death sentences!

by Elise
Lesbian teenager Jessie Hernandez was shot and 

killed by police in Denver on Jan. 26. Her supporters 
held a vigil that night, then demanded of District At-
torney Morrissey that the investigation into her killing 
be transparent. Denver Freedom Riders, an anti-racist 
group, chanted, “Jessie’s life matters!” at the police sta-
tion of the officers, Greene and Jordan, who killed her. 
The NAACP’s September 2014 report, Born Suspect: 
Stop-and-Frisk Abuses & the Continued Fight to End 
Racial Profiling in America, reveals that Queer people 
of color are most at risk for police profiling.

*   *   *
The China LGBT Awareness Campaign bravely 

launched the “Love Is Not A Choice” ad campaign just 
before Valentine’s Day. The campaign streams ads on 
social media sites, showing actual same-sex couples do-
ing ordinary things. The ad reads, “Love is not a choice. 
We did not choose to be homosexual. We just are. Hap-
pily, the world is big enough for all of us.” The text for 
photos of straight couples reads, “We did not choose to 
be heterosexual.” 

*   *   *
The Tennessee Trans Justice Project has a mission 

to “shine a light on inequalities suffered by the trans-
gender community, including: barriers to healthcare, 
discriminatory hiring practices, violence and assault.” 
The Project’s first major event was a Visibility March 
in Legislative Plaza in Nashville on Feb. 22 to increase 
Trans visibility, bringing awareness to Trans people 
who were murdered or who committed suicide.

*   *   *
Michael Mason, a pioneer of British GLBT journal-

ism, died the weekend of Jan. 31. Mason was news edi-
tor at Gay News from 1972 until the early 1980s, and 
then founded Capital Gay, which ran from 1981 until 
1995. Capital Gay’s reporting on the HIV pandemic and 
advice on safer sex is credited with saving the lives of 
many people, Queer and straight.

photo/theliberal.ie

Detroiters fight to 
keep their houses

Detroit—The number of Detroiters helping their 
neighbors resolve property tax foreclosure (approxi-
mately 37,000 of the 62,000 foreclosed residences are 
occupied) has grown by leaps and bounds as community 
groups all over the city host meetings on what can be 
done. Every home saved is one less blighted property, 
one less property that would otherwise drag down the 
quality of life in our neighborhoods. Every resident 
helped is asked to spread the word and give back to the 
community.

Volunteers at these workshops all said that what 
was rewarding was seeing residents—who had entered 
stoop-shouldered, looking worried, barely making eye 
contact—exit with their heads held high, smiling, be-
cause they no longer feared losing their homes.

A small, vocal coalition made up of Detroit Evic-
tion Defense, Moratorium NOW! Coalition, People’s 
Water Board and Detroit Active and Retired Employ-
ees Association, protested Mayor Mike Duggan’s “State 
of the City” speech last month. The coalition said that 
the State of Michigan needs to use federal housing as-
sistance funds to keep people in their homes instead 
of using it to demolish vacant buildings. By paying off 
delinquent property taxes, further blight would be pre-
vented and the city could use the increased property 
tax revenues for demolition. 

The surge in tax-foreclosed properties has become 
the latest form of class war in Detroit. Along with the 
water shutoffs and the massive amount of mortgage 
foreclosures since 2008, whole areas of the city face 
complete depopulation. Not only Nature but capital-
ism abhors a vacuum and Black and poor people will 
be forced out while developers and speculators get 
rich. That is why it is so important for neighborhood 
residents to band together, so that the lofty words of 
the Mayor—“Every neighborhood has a future, and it 
doesn’t include blight”—become meaningful not only 
for developers and landlords but for those of us who 
have been here all along. —Susan Van Gelder
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dead over living labor as what characterizes capitalism. 
He replaces it with “quantification” of labor, which he 
conflates with its commodification. This is a way to 
smuggle “indeterminacy” into Marx’s central categories.

DIALECTIC RE-
PLACED BY INDE-
TERMINACY

On the basis of 
this revision, he blames 
Marx for the Left’s 
failures, insisting that 
we must “resist him 
passionately.” Marx, 
Varoufakis claims, 
knew “that capitalist 
dynamics spring from 
the unquantifiable 
part of human labor” 
and thereby “elevated 
radical indeterminacy 
to its rightful place 
within political 
economics.” He accuses 
Marx of toying with 

mathematical models so that Marx would not have 
to admit that his theories were “indeterminate” and 
“his ‘laws’ were not immutable.” The real target of his 
ire is Marx’s rigorously worked out law of motion of 
capitalism. Replacing it with “radical indeterminacy” 
justifies empiricist political oscillations—Varoufakis 
was earlier an adviser to Greece’s social democratic 
PASOK party—and pragmatic tactical maneuvers, 
while downgrading the role of a philosophy of revolution.

Varoufakis is rooted in Laclau and Mouffe, who were 
intellectual leaders at the university where he earned 
his doctorate. They, in turn, took to its logical conclusion, 
via Louis Althusser, Mao Zedong’s perversion of Marxist 
philosophy. Mao revised the concept of contradiction 
to an indeterminacy, undermining Marx’s law of 
motion of capitalism. Laclau and Mouffe dismissed the 
Hegelian—and therefore also the Marxian—concept 
of totality because supposedly the necessity involved 
in mediation excludes all contingency. They thus 
vulgarized the Hegelian dialectic of self-determination 
into determinism. Their attack on dialectics leads to an 
absurdly implausible choice between binary opposites: 
absolute determinism or absolute contingency.

The postmodern attack on totality and 
“essentialism” winds up denuding post-Marxist theory 
of its class nature and historicity, to paraphrase 
Dunayevskaya’s critique of Mao (Philosophy and 
Revolution, p. 164). What constitutes and organizes 
social relations is now “discursive structure,” not, as 
Marx would have it, human praxis as it occurs within 
and against historically specific class structures and 
relations of production. 

Moreover, “‘Society’ is not a valid object of discourse” 
(Hegemony and Socialist Strategy, p. 111). Let us bow 
to Margaret Thatcher, who famously claimed, “There 
is no such thing as society”! A Left rooted in this line of 
reasoning may very well come to power, but should not 
be surprised when it loses the ideological battle to the 
Thatchers of the world.

If “Society and social agents lack any essence” (p. 
98), then freedom is purely external to social agents, 
subjects of revolution do not create and determine 
themselves based on their social position and 
experiences, and there is no law of motion to society, 
no essence of capitalism, so abolition of capitalism is a 
merely contingent wish, not an essential goal. This is 
perfectly compatible with Varoufakis’s political actions.

The “erratic Marxists” throw out Marx’s philosophy 
of revolution in permanence and its power to open doors 
to a society on totally new, human foundations.

—Franklin Dmitryev

One of myriad demonstrations all through Greece (this one in Athens) against the austerity 
measures the European bankers want to impose on the Greek population.
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From Turkey to USA, women as reason fight inhumanity 
“women should not focus on any career other than the 
career of motherhood.” These “suggestions” are backed 
up by incentives, like a $4,000 subsidy to couples that 
marry early, and university students who are married 
don’t have to repay some of their student loans. With-
out publicity—and evidently without discussion—he 
has destroyed three state agencies created only after 
years of struggle to help women; and the list goes on. 
REVOLT REVEALS FREEDOM’S DIALECTIC

With violence against women so out of control in 
Turkey, the sexual assault and murder of Özgecan 
Aslan was no isolated event. But what is new—and 
what reveals the dialectic of freedom—is the reaction 
to it. It is this dialectic of freedom—self-development 
through contradiction—that we see everywhere when 
we look at women’s struggle for liberation and it is in 
that self-development that something new and chal-
lenging emerges. 

It isn’t as if women don’t have a great deal to fight. 
So intertwined are repression and the revolt against it 
that it is sometimes difficult to gauge if what we are 
experiencing is the darkness before the dawn or the be-
ginning of a deeper darkness. There are too many chal-
lenges to take them all up. Here we can only point to 
a few:

♀ The rise of ISIS is marked by brutal destruction 
of women’s freedom and lives. Anyone disagreeing with 
their inhuman theocratic view is obliterated. Women 
are bought and sold in cities ISIS controls in Iraq and 
Syria; and they are not sold just once, but over and over. 
They and others, including children, are enslaved. If a 
woman has any kind of public life not sanctioned by 
ISIS, she is sought out and murdered, often after being 
tortured. 

♀ In the U.S. the 
war on women’s repro-
ductive lives and deci-
sions is cruelly directed 
against poor women as 
theocratic right-wingers 
in state and national leg-
islatures, as well as from 
local courts to the U.S. 
Supreme Court, make 
laws putting contracep-
tion out of reach. They 
legislate laws delaying 
abortion for weeks un-
til it is either more ex-
pensive or illegal; drive 
abortion providers out 
of business with laws 
mandating unnecessary 
surgery-like facilities; strip abortion coverage—in some 
cases even when a woman’s life is in danger—from in-
surance; and impose inhuman schemes aimed at sham-
ing, intimidating, or outright lying to women in an ef-
fort to take away a woman’s control of her own body. 

♀ For decades women in Latin America have been 
murdered with impunity, so much so that women cre-
ated a word to describe it: femicide (see “Language and 
death in Juárez,” Jan.-Feb. 2014 N&L). In Mexico six 
women are assassinated every day. Maria de la Luz 
Estrada, head of the National Citizen Femicide Obser-
vatory, states: “The bodies show 20 or 30 blows. They 
slice off breasts and faces and throw the fragments in 
the garbage. In a macho society like Mexico, authorities 
are always questioning what the women did. What was 
she wearing? Was she sexually active?” The violence is 
endemic as well to Central America and when women 
and children flee for their lives they are locked up like 
prisoners by U.S. authorities and languish in jail-like 
conditions for months and even years.
DOMESTIC WORKERS ORGANIZE

Women fight back against all these oppressions, 
including against ISIS. For example, peasant women 
in Amerli, Iraq, helped fight off ISIS with weapons, in-
cluding machine guns, for weeks. And the world now 
knows about the women of Kobanê. As we wrote in our 
webpage statement, “Support the people of Kobanê’s 
struggle for self-determination!”: “The thousands of 
brave women who are fighting in Rojava as equals on 
the front lines represent an entirely different idea of 
humanity than the IS’s misogynist thugs who have 
come from around the world to crush every expression 
of human freedom.” (See http://newsandletters.org/sup-
port-people-kobanes-struggle-self-determination/.)

Revolt erupts from those most trodden on and of-
ten where it is least expected. In Lebanon, domestic 
workers—mostly women from other countries, includ-
ing Nepal, Sri Lanka, Philippines, Madagascar and 
Ethiopia—have organized themselves into a union two 
years in the making despite threats of violence from the 
Lebanese government. Such a union is unprecedented 
in the Arab world. The Minister of Labor, Sajaan Azzi, 
tried to prevent their founding conference, directly 
threatening the organizers as well as saying the po-
lice would attack the conference. The workers held it 
anyway. Two hundred made it to the founding meeting 

despite hundreds of workers being imprisoned in their 
employers’ houses and hundreds more being beaten 
and raped in an attempt to stop them attending. 

Lebanon has locked their workers into a catch-22 
with the Kafala system where the workers must be 
“sponsored” and the “sponsor” is almost always their 
employer. If they try to leave their jobs or fight for their 
rights, their sponsor/employer can cause them to lose 
their legal status. It is a system that seems designed to 

encourage slavery and abuse. 
Laws like this for migrant domestic workers ex-

ist in most countries. In Hong Kong 300,000 domestic 
workers, mostly from Indonesia and the Philippines, by 
law have to live with their employers and earn only a 
fraction of the minimum wage. If the employers break 
or terminate their contracts, the workers have only 14 
days to find another job or they are forced to leave the 
country. 

The U.S. is no exception and includes U.S. citizens 
under exploitative laws passed with racist intent. Do-

mestic workers/direct 
care providers, farm-
workers, day laborers, 
tipped minimum-wage 
workers such as res-
taurant workers, guest-
workers, workers in 
so-called right-to-work 
states, taxi drivers, 
workfare workers, and 
formerly incarcerated 
workers are all excluded 
from the protections of 
most U.S. labor laws.

As domestic work-
ers worldwide organize 
to change conditions, in-
cluding in the U.S., the 
depth of their demands 
as well as the exploita-

tion of their labor can be gleaned by the demand of a 
Filipina worker in Lebanon who declared: “We want to 
be treated like human beings, like real workers.” 
WOMEN: REVOLUTIONARY FORCE & REASON

Workers are treated so horribly in Lebanon that 
the Philippines now forbids its citizens from taking new 
work contracts there, which is especially significant 
considering that a large part of the Philippines econ-
omy depends on remittances from workers abroad. Of 
course Lebanon’s Azzi rejected the workers’ appeal for 
recognition of their union. Nevertheless, the meeting 
itself was a huge victory and it heralds the beginning 
of the end of the Kafala system and a new step forward 
for women throughout the Middle East.

When we look at women not just as revolu-
tionary force but as Reason, we can see that what 
is being articulated by women worldwide is new. 
Women are not only railing against sexism and 
challenging men to change what is often deadly 
behavior and when not deadly, deeply oppres-
sive; they are as well explicitly extending their 
critique to the state itself. 

Women in Lebanon know they are not only fighting 
their employers—who are quite often women—they are 
as well fighting a state that regards them as less than 
human and creates laws that allow them to be treated 
as such. After Özgecan Aslan’s assault and murder, the 
anger of Turkish women was not only aimed at men, 
but at the state whose leaders, laws, and police force 
are seen as accomplices in her murder and in the op-
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Özgecan Aslan 

continued from p. 1 pression of women in Turkish society. This was also evi-
dent in India after the brutal rape and murder of Jyoti 
Singh Pandey. The demonstrations in both countries 
spread like wildfires sweeping the nation and cross-
ing borders, making explict women’s determination to 
change the system. 

This same newness is evident in how in the U.S., 
but also worldwide, the struggle against rape has de-
veloped from one where women worked to establish 
that “Yes means yes; no means no, whatever we wear; 
wherever we go,” to an attack on what is now rightly 
called “rape culture.” It reflects a movement in thought, 
in Reason, to seeing that the problem women experi-
ence of being comprehended as full human beings is not 
women’s problem alone. It is rooted in the entire soci-
ety and, therefore, it is the entire society that must be 
transformed. This is a revolutionary perspective and a 
further needed development is to make that revolution-
ary perspective explicit.

Members of Illinois Choice Action Team escort women into clinics that offer 
abortion services, sheltering patients from often screaming mobs of anti-
abortion fanatics.

Photo credit: Benita Ulisano and ICAT
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Writing as a former anarchist and present-day 
Marxist-Humanist, it was a pleasure, albeit with reser-
vations, to read Wayne Price’s book on Marx’s Capital. 

It was a pleasure because Price is an 
anarchist who is very knowledgeable 
about several things: the character 
and functioning of the capitalist mode 
of production; how capitalism is ren-
dering the planet unlivable; why capi-
talism is an obsolescent system; and 
Marxist economics. 

Price presents a clear explana-
tion of what Marx wrote in Capital about the capitalist 
mode of production. He begins with the basics of Marx-
ism—the labor theory of value and the falling rate of 
profit as characteristics of the capitalist system—and 
then discusses the stages in the evolution of the capital-
ist system, closing with a section on state capitalism. 
He correctly sees state capitalism as the final stage of 
the capitalist mode of production, where private capi-
talist property is replaced by state capitalist ownership 
of the means of production and distribution. 

In the second place, Price is honest enough to 
state that anarchism is very weak when it comes 
to understanding the economics of the modern 
era, weak in explaining the workings of the capi-
talist system, while being strong in laying out a 
vision of a future society. But to overthrow what 
exists now, we have to understand it. This is why 
he tells his anarchist comrades that they should 
begin to seriously study Marx’s economics, espe-
cially Capital. 

In the third place, Price discusses the goals of au-
thentic socialism, the real alternative between social-
ism and barbarism, to quote Rosa Luxemburg, and he 
distinguishes the Marxist idea of socialism and com-

munism from the state capitalist totalitarian and ter-
rorist regimes who claimed to be Marxist. However, in 
several parts of the book, he claims to find in original 
Marxism the seeds of the later totalitarian perversion 
of Marxism. He expresses support for the council com-
munists and other Left-wing dissident Marxists of the 
post-Lenin era. 

While Price notes the degeneration of post-Marx 
Marxism in all its varieties and that anarchism had its 
historical failures and betrayals also (witness the Span-
ish anarchist leaders agreeing to join a bourgeois gov-
ernment and sacrifice the ideals of a libertarian revolu-
tion), he counterposes Marxism to anarchism by saying 
that the Marxists have murdered “tens of millions of 
working people in the name of communism.” But here 
Price is wrong. The butchers of the working class, the 
gravediggers of the revolution as Trotsky called them, 
were not the Marxists or even the Bolsheviks, but the 
Stalinist counter-revolutionaries who seized power and 
proceeded to liquidate any and all workers, students, 
peasants, Party members or intellectuals who posed a 
potential threat to their seizure of power. 

To ascribe the crimes of the Stalinists and their 
heirs to Marxism is as incorrect as saying that Marx 
is responsible for the crimes of the Nazis. After all, the 
Nazis claimed to be socialists and to be a worker’s par-
ty. They had a Left wing which was more socialist than 
nationalist. But just as Marx had nothing to do with 
the Hitlerian perversion of German socialism, so too 
Marx had nothing to do with the Stalinist perversion of 
the ideals of Marx.

Nonetheless, for anarchists and non-anarchists in-
terested in learning the basics of Marxist economics, the 
development of the capitalist system and the crimes of 
that system, Price’s book is an excellent place to begin. 

—N.S.

Stop nuclear power’s addiction to $$
Chicago—Five Nuclear Energy Information Ser-

vice of Chicago (NEIS) activists, some wearing white 
hazmat suits, protested nuclear power outside a down-
town City Club luncheon here on Jan. 27. 

The sidewalk action filled the day’s irony quota 
by begging for money for the nation’s major nuclear 
corporation. “Alms for Exelon!” was the cry. “Donate 
$100,000 to save Exelon. We’ll take your money here 
and now!” We failed to collect a single penny.

Inside, panelists boosting the “benefits” of nuclear 
power spoke to well-dressed, briefcase-toting invitees.

We were doing this to increase awareness 
that Exelon, a company which netted $1.16 bil-
lion on revenues of $23.5 billion from all of its en-
ergy holdings in 2013, is in the red on six nuclear 
power plants in Illinois, and is threatening to 
close them and eliminate people’s jobs unless Il-
linois can give them $580 million.

At the luncheon inside, Carol Browner, the former 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency administrator 
and a person with high credentials as an environmen-
talist, was one of the speakers who carried water for 
the nuclear industry’s foundering finances.

A Chicago Tribune article noted, “With 6% of nu-
clear power in the U.S. under financial threat, nuclear 
proponents are attempting to win over environmental 
activists. Who better to send the message that nuclear 
power is a clean form of power and worth saving than 
Browner, who changed her mind and began advocating 

March for Climate 
Leadership

Oakland, Calif.—Four to five thousand demonstrators 
formed a mile-long procession through downtown Oak-
land and around Lake Merritt on Feb. 7 in one of the 
biggest marches to date drawing attention to fracking, 
global warming and other contributors to environmen-
tal degradation. The March for Climate Leadership 
demanded justice for people of color, as they are dispro-
portionately harmed by toxic waste and sea level rise. 

—David M’Oto

Against police brutality
Los Angeles—About 500 people, mostly Black and 

Latino youth, gathered in front of Homer F. Brown Jr. 
Southwest Community Police Station on Feb. 21, on 
Martin Luther King Blvd. Anti-police brutality and 
anti-ever growing surveillance society has radicalized 
youth as well as concerned people from all walks of life. 
There were young people from college, high school and 
middle school, middle-aged minorities and groups of 
white participants who all had a clear message: "Don't 
shoot! Hands up!" and "We can't breathe!" as the march-
ers went to Crenshaw Blvd. and turned to Lemirk Park. 
We were demanding justice for Ezell Ford, Michael 
Brown and Mexico’s Ayotzinapa students, too. 

There were SEIU-ULTCW United Long-Term Care 
Workers, SEIU Local 721, African American Caucus, 
True Grit, Fight the Lockdown, Stop LAPD Spying and 
News and Letters Committees. Some of our demands 
were: "Ezell Ford deserves justice!" "Demilitarize cops 
under community control!" And there was a call for a 
National Day of Remembrance and Justice for Tamir 
Rice. People carried a picture of Malcolm X in celebra-
tion of his birthday. 

There was a huge police presence. They followed 
the march with ambulances and a police motorcade. 
The march ended in the park with speeches by religious 
and community leaders. 

—Mannel

YOUTH IN ACTION
by Natalia Spiegel

A 16-year-old Transgender Connecticut girl, Jane 
Doe, spent nearly two months in an adult correctional 
facility without being charged with a crime. In May 
2014 she was placed in a secure facility for delinquent 
boys but held in a separate room. Then she was trans-
ferred to a psychiatric institution, where in July she 
tried to escape. Doe has been shuffled between Con-
necticut facilities and spent time in an East Lyme men-
tal health unit where she was put in solitary confine-
ment. The Justice for Jane campaign wrote on facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/justice4janeCT/): “From a 
very young age, Jane was placed by DCF in extremely 
traumatizing conditions [in foster care], where she was 
subject to rape, assault, trafficking, and drug exposure. 
Much of this abuse happened at the hands of DCF em-
ployees.” Justice for Jane is demanding her release. 

*   *   *
The cell phone video that went viral of the bru-

tal beating of Halil, an 11-year-old boy, by a Burger 
King manager in Istanbul on Jan. 21 for taking left-
over French fries, highlighted the plight of Syrian 
refugee children in Turkey. Deaths of Kurdish—and 
now Syrian—children have been regular news items 
for decades. Since Dec. 15, four children have been 
killed by the police in just one small town. The video 
of the police shooting 12-year-old Nihat Kazanhan for 
throwing stones was publicly released and a police 
officer arrested. Children also suffer violence in Tur-
key’s notorious Aliaga Sakran Juvenile Correction 
Facility. 

*   *   *
On Feb. 2, students at Howard University Middle 

School of Mathematics and Science in Washington, 
D.C., a charter school, walked out of classes in pro-
test over the recent firings of instructors for teaching 
African-American history. Parents accused Princi-
pal Angelicque Blackmon of terminating three social 
studies teachers. Parents noted that the school bears 
the name of an historically Black university and the 
school’s student body is 90% African American. The 
principal and the school have yet to respond to the al-
legations. 

*   *   *
In February University of California Student As-

sociation called on University of California Regents 
to not only divest from pro-Israeli corporations, but 
to divest from all countries with a documented his-
tory of human rights violations. High on the list was 
the U.S. government, which the students cited for a 
range of abuses including drone strikes in Pakistan 
and Yemen, high rates of incarceration, disproportion-
ate targeting of racial minorities by police forces, the 
detention and deportation of undocumented immi-
grants, and its activities in “directly supporting and 
propping up numerous dictatorships around the world 
with weapons sales and foreign aid.”

The Value of Radical Theory by Wayne Price

News & Letters photo/David M’Oto

for nuclear power in 2011.”
Browner saying that nuclear power plants (NPPs) 

don’t emit CO2 does not change their huge “carbon foot-
print.” 
EXELON’S BAILOUT ADDICTION

This is the second time citizens have been asked to 
bail out Exelon. In the mid to late 1990s, when Illinois 
and other states deregulated electric power, Exelon 
was included in a national coerced rescue of about $110 
billion—a gift from an unsuspecting public, including 
Illinois tax- and rate-payers. Now they are coercing the 
legislature for another bailout.

Since the beginning of nuclear power during 
WWII, taxpayer money supported the research 
necessary to conceive of nuclear power plants. 
When “Atoms for Peace” came along, the public 
gifted private corporations with new NPPs they 
could use to sell electricity back to the public.

“Clean, safe, too cheap to meter” became “Un-
speakably filthy; prone to gargantuan, medium and 
small accidents, and too costly to matter.”

Nuclear power is a financial albatross. No amount 
of taxpayer or ratepayer subsidy over the last 60 years 
has been able to reduce its costs. On the contrary, they 
continue to balloon. The only conclusion to reach is that 
nuclear power makes no economic sense.
NUCLEAR: ‘TOO RISKY FOR WALL STREET’

With an increase in extremely hot days on the ho-
rizon, climate change could increase electricity demand 
in the Chicago area, according to The Risky Business 
Project. In the summer of 1988, drought, high tempera-
tures and low river volumes forced Commonwealth Ed-
ison to reduce power by 30% or shut down some of the 
reactors in Illinois’ Dresden and Quad Cities plants. 
“That was the first wake-up call that plants would be 
vulnerable in a climate-disrupted world,” said David 
Kraft, director of NEIS .

“Good policy for Illinois can’t have nuclear canni-
balize limited resources in the energy landscape,” said 
Becky Stanfield, Natural Resources Defense Council’s 
policy director of the Midwest, following the City Club 
luncheon. “That is doubly true because no matter how 
much money gets thrown at these plants, they are go-
ing to retire—and now is time to invest in the resources 
that will replace them.”

“Exelon is asking our state legislature to provide 
hundreds of millions of dollars to subsidize its fleet of 
Illinois nuclear plants,” NEIS member Maureen Head-
ington said in a statement submitted at the event. 
“Why should Illinois taxpayers be compelled to subsi-
dize an industry that is too risky for Wall Street?”

—January



Page 12 NEWS & LETTERS – www.newsandletters.org MARCH-APRIL 2015

WORLD   VIEWIN

Who We Are And What We Stand For
News and Letters Committees is an or-

ganization of Marxist-Humanists. It has always 
stood for the abolition of capitalism, both in its 
private property form as in the U.S., and in its 
state property form that appeared as the Rus-
sian Revolution was transformed into its op-
posite. That retrogression anticipated the next 
stage of development—the age of state-capi-
talism. We stand for a society of new human 
relations, what Marx called a new Humanism.

News & Letters was founded in 1955, the 
year of the Detroit wildcat strikes against au-
tomation and the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
against segregation—activities which signaled 
a new movement from practice that was itself 
a form of theory. News & Letters was created 
so that the voices of revolt could be heard un-
separated from the articulation of a philosophy 
of liberation.

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987), founder 
of the body of ideas of Marxist-Humanism, was 
Chairwoman of News and Letters Commit-
tees from its founding to 1987. Charles Denby 
(1907–1983), a Black rank-and-file autoworker, 
author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Jour-
nal, was editor of the paper from 1955 to 1983. 

The articulation of the relationship be-

tween the movement from practice which is 
itself a form of theory and the movement from 
theory to philosophy is reflected in Dunayevs-
kaya’s three major works.

Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until To-
day (1958), established the American roots of 
Marxism while presenting a comprehensive 
attack on present-day Communism, which 
is a form of state-capitalism. It re-established 
Marxism in its original form as “a thorough-
going Naturalism or humanism,” while point-
ing to the new Humanist philosophy expressed 
by the working class. It presented history and 
theory as emanating from the movement from 
practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sar-
tre and from Marx to Mao (1973), written after 
the failed revolts of the 1960s, articulated the 
integrality of philosophy and revolution as the 
characteristic of the age and, tracing it histori-
cally, caught the link of continuity with the Hu-
manism of Marx. As against the vanguard party, 
the integration of dialectics and organization 
reflects the revolutionary maturity of the age 
and the passion for a philosophy of liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and 
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (1982) explores 

Marx’s body of ideas from his discovery of a 
continent of thought and of revolution in his 
youth to the “new moments” of his last decade. 
Written for our time of revolutions in devel-
oping countries, the rise of the international 
women’s liberation movement, and global eco-
nomic crisis, it reveals the absolute challenge to 
make real Marx’s “revolution in permanence” 
as the determinant for the relationship of theo-
ry and practice and as ground for organization.

These works spell out the philosophic 
ground of Marx’s Humanism. American Civili-
zation on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard (1963, 
1983) concretizes it on the American scene 
and shows the two-way freedom road between 
the U.S. and Africa.

In 1989 News and Letters Committees 
published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 philo-
sophic breakthrough—her two letters on 
Hegel’s Absolutes—and her 1987 Presentation 
on the Dialectics of Organization and Philoso-
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Human-
ism. 

This body of ideas challenges all those de-
siring freedom to transcend the limitations of 
post-Marx Marxism. In light of the crises of our 
nuclear-armed world, climate change, and failed 

revolutions, it becomes imperative not only 
to reject what is, but to further work out the 
revolutionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The recreation of Marx’s philosophy as 
Marxist-Humanism is recorded in Dunayevs-
kaya’s archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collec-
tion—Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its 
World Development, deposited at Wayne State 
University in Detroit and available to all.

We aim to continue to develop Marxist-
Humanism and make it available to all who 
struggle for freedom. In opposing this capitalist, 
racist, sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have adopted a committee form of orga-
nization rather than any elitist party “to lead.” 

We participate in all class and freedom 
struggles, nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: “It is our aim…to pro-
mote the firmest unity among workers, Blacks 
and other minorities, women, youth and those 
intellectuals who have broken with the ruling 
bureaucracy of both capital and labor.” We do 
not separate mass activities from the activity 
of thinking. Send for a free copy of the Constitu-
tion of News and Letters Committees or see it 
on our website: www.newsandletters.org. 
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Nihilist Daesh attacks humanity, history
by Gerry Emmett

In response to its recent losses on the battlefield 
in Kobanê and elsewhere in Syria and Iraq, the so-
called “Islamic State” (scornfully called 
Daesh) has amped up its atrocities with 
more high-profile beheadings, the burn-
ing alive of a captured Jordanian pilot, 
the kidnap of hundreds of Assyrian 
Christian villagers, and the barbarous 
destruction of precious, irreplaceable 
cultural artifacts and manuscripts in 
Mosul, Iraq.

The murder of 21 Egyptian workers 
in Libya, singled out as Coptic Chris-
tians, is a bloody testimony to the spread 
of their murderous ideology. 
CHILD OF COUNTER-REVOLUTION

Daesh thugs smashed classical 
statues many thousands of years old. 
Hypocrites that they are, of course, they 
smashed what was too big to sell. The black market sale 
of antiquities has become another important income 
stream for them. There is no Chinese wall between the 

nihilism of IS/Daesh and the world counter-revolution 
whose essence it expresses—that is, the rejection of all 
human self-development and freedom.

Daesh has actually gained most of its strength 
only because 
the bour-
geois world 
preferred 
the “stabil-
ity” of a fas-
cist regime 
like that of 
Syria’s Assad 
to the mass 
uprisings 
of the Arab 
Spring.

Arab 
Spring revo-
lutionaries 
recognized the 

deadly nature of Daesh, in particular, and have been 
very clear on it. The late Syrian writer Alisar Iram, for 
one, saw where they were heading, long before they took 
their hammers into the Mosul Museum. She wrote: 

“What is happening in Syria is stranger than fic-
tion, an epic genocidal violence released by the regime 
which has severed the life forces of the nation, arresting 
its heart or leaving it in a comatose state, which gave 
the lurking monsters of barbarism the chance to unveil 
themselves and claim God and religion among their 
first victims. This is not restricted to the barbarians of 
Sunnism, wearing the mantle of al-Qaeda, but also to 
the barbarians of Shiism…

“The world is marching towards unravelling the 
mysteries of the universe, while al-Qaeda and affiliates 
(ISIS) are marching light-years backward in the direc-
tion of the void in an attempt to cancel civilization, his-
tory, cognition and cultural heritage...

“It is the absence of the humane and humanizing 
content, the absence of a vision of a better world, a more 
equitable and just world, that makes ISIS, for instance, 
the horror that it is...

“ISIS is a calamity born of a calamity. They are 
part of the chain of events that started with tolerating 
Assad against his people. We warned and warned about 
the vacuum that was created in consequence of the sav-
age, terrible onslaught by Assad on the Syrian people 
and their towns and cities. 

“We pointed out that Assad has managed to anni-
hilate the flower of the Syrian youths, the best of their 
activists, the would-be leaders culturally and morally, 
in addition to the bulk of the viable civil institutions, 
the coordination committees and community efforts at 
organization and maintaining the law, but to no avail. 

“Sacrificing that phase of the Syrian Revolution 
paved the way to the institutionalization of the violence 
of Assad and eventually the emergence of the so–called 
Caliphate of Daesh” (“Meditations on ISIS [Daesh]: The 
Birth of Islamic Colonialism,” July 11, 2014). 

The bourgeois world, preferring counter-revolu-
tion, has little solid ground to oppose Daesh and its ilk. 
U.S., Russian, Chinese, Saudi and Iranian imperialism 
have all had their part in its growth. That’s why the 
most effective struggle against this horror has been 
carried on by Syrian revolutionaries, and by the heroic 
defenders of Kobanê. 

Editor’s note: It is reported that in Brazil, 30,000 
people ages 15 to 29 are murdered each year. That’s 
around 82 young people killed every day. Of those youth, 
77% are Black. On average, police kill more than five 
people daily. Only 5% to 8% of homicides ever go to trial. 
Brazil has more homicides than any other country in the 
world. There were 56,000 murders in 2012. Never has 
there been so much murder in Brazil.

No, the “hands up, don’t shoot” pose in the photo 
above is not from Ferguson, Missouri, nor is it from 
New York City or any of the other nationwide protests 
going on across the U.S. in protest against a number of 
police murders of unarmed Black men in that country. 

No, the photo above features Black youth in Sal-
vador, Bahia, where young Afro-Brazilians are “in the 
target” of police and death squads in that heavily Black 

state. And it’s not just Bahia. States such as Paraíba, 
Espírito Santo, Rio de Janeiro and São Paulo, among 
others, should be placed on the list of states of emer-
gency due to their murders of Black youth. 

All told, police in Brazil kill five times more people 
than do police in the U.S. So what’s it going to take to 
create a sustained movement of resistance and interna-
tional coverage?  —Black Women of Brazil 

Do Black lives matter in Brazil?

Threats to Rohingya
Over one million Rohingya, a Muslim people living 

in Burma (Myanmar), are once again being subjected 
to the threats from the state. Burma’s rulers, who are 
closely related to the military junta that ruled previ-
ously, have issued orders to revoke their “temporary 
registration certificates.” These white cards give the 
Rohingya the right to vote, and to some education and 
health benefits. Revoking them raises once again the 
specter of wholesale expulsion. 

The government, along with a significant part of 
the Buddhist religious authorities, consider the Ro-
hingya to be “illegals,” claiming they are really Bengali, 
and should leave for Bangladesh.

In the most recent period some 140,000 Rohingya 
have been forced to flee to internment camps in the face 
of extremist Buddhists’ incitement of anti-Muslim ram-
pages. Some 100,000 others have fled the country. 

This is only the latest act against the Rohingya. 
A 1982 law denied them citizenship, and last Novem-
ber the government rejected a UN resolution calling for 
their citizenship to be restored. —E.W. 

Africa, oh Africa!
To learn of the ongoing slaughter of the innocents 

in the Central African Republic carried out by one 
faction or another, partially based in religion, in a land 
where the wealth of diamonds and the immiseration of 
the masses lie side by side; the permanent war in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo where millions 
have died from guns and disease as the natural re-
sources are gobbled up; the fate of Nigeria, a land of oil 
and deep poverty, of military coups, power grabs, and 
now of Boko Haram’s murders, rapes and kidnappings; 
and so many more African tragedies, each with its own 
history and reality—compels one to return to the great 
promise, and then great tragedy and betrayal, of the 
African Revolutions that emerged after World War II.

“The African revolutions opened a new page in the 
dialectic of thought as well as in world history,” wrote 
Raya Dunayevskaya in her 1973 book Philosophy and 
Revolution. That dialectic of thought was a search for a 
“new humanism.” 
REVOLUTIONARY AFRICAN HUMANISM

Dunayevskaya didn’t believe that emancipatory 
philosophy alone would create a new society. Her chap-
ter “The African Revolutions and the World Economy” 
discussed neocolonialism and imperialism. She saw 
the tragedy that “began so soon after revolution had 
succeeded” as not alone in the objective factors of capi-
talism—both the pull of the world market and capital-
ism’s failure to provide authentic development in the 
developing world—but equally in the division between 
masses and leaders, and in the failure to work out this 
new humanism as the direction for the future. 

Frantz Fanon had expressed this as “Let us com-
bine our muscles and our brains in a new direction. Let 
us try to create the whole man....”

Dunayevskaya argued, “It is not possible to com-
prehend the African reality apart from the compelling 
objective forces of world production, the pull of the 
world market, and the underlying philosophy of the 
masses which Marx called ‘the quest for universality.’” 
Are we lacking such a ground and vision for grasping 
and transforming today’s African reality, 50 years on?
 —Eugene Walker

Youth organized by the “Reaja ou Será Morto, Reaja ou Será Morta” 
(React or You Will Be Dead) campaign in Salvador, Bahia

Paris, Nov. 1, 2014: Kurdish organizations march at the World Day 
Against Daesh, for Kobanê, for Humanity.

Jiel Beaumadier
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