
WORKSHOPTALKS
1949 strike today

by Htun Lin
It is becoming clearer to all, even to the rulers, that 

capitalism is not sustainable. All scientific data points 
to climate change, yet they continue to extract coal and 
petroleum at an unprecedented pace. We workers see 
from the inside that capitalism is coming apart.

We’ve seen the explosion at BP’s Deep Water Hori-
zon. Scores of coal miners are trapped inside mines—
from China to Turkey to Russia and Chile—as workers 
continue to die in the process of production for capital. 
1949-50 STRIKE IN U.S. STILL RESONATES 

The 1949-50 Coal Miners’ General Strike is histori-
cally significant, not only because it highlights resistance 
to the early stage of automation, but because the miners’ 
self-activity signified what Raya Dunayevskaya called 
“The Emergence of a New Movement from Practice That 
Is Itself a Form of Theory” (“Miners inspired Marxist-
Humanism,” March-April N&L). In this new movement 
against automation, miners dared to ask, “What kind of 
labor should humans do?” They thereby contributed to 
the philosophic birth of Marxist-Humanism. 

Dunayevskaya referred to this workers’ movement 
as “the dialectic of the 1949-50 Coal Miners’ General 
Strike.” With the founding of News and Letters Com-
mittees as organization and newspaper, and the writ-
ing of her first book, Marxism and Freedom, Dunayevs-
kaya dug deeply where Marx had—into the dialectic: 
the active side of philosophy as a living, moving force 
from subjectivities below. 
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by Gerry Emmett
“I don’t count on any government. I count on people 

who are able to amplify our voices. I count on them to 
come out and speak. I count on people, not governments. 
Our cause is a human one before it is a political one.” 
–Hakim Saeid, photographer, Yarmouk

“In terms of what people can do, I’ll give you a good 
example: Kobane. People gave it attention and aid was 
sent there.” –Hassan, activist, Yarmouk

After long silence, the world’s attention was once 
more belatedly drawn to the Yarmouk Palestinian ref-
ugee camp in Damascus, Syria. This time, it was the 
invasion of the camp April 3 by IS/Daesh terrorists, fa-
cilitated by another fundamentalist faction, Jabhat al-
Nusra. JaN has been occupying the camp for months, 
imposing previously unseen religious strictures on resi-
dents.
ASSAD BARREL BOMBS CIVILIANS 

IS may or may not have pulled back for the mo-
ment, following clashes with indigenous forces in which 
dozens were reported killed. The Assad regime has also 
continued to rain barrel bombs down, indiscriminately, 
killing civilians and damaging the one operating hos-
pital. Civilians attempt to flee when possible, but the 
regime’s siege that let hundreds of IS terrorists into the 
camp is seldom porous enough to allow anyone to leave.

As activist Qusai Zakarya of Moadamiya in Damas-
cus put it, “Believe me, infants would not be starving in 
my hometown if regime sieges could be evaded through 
tunnels or bribes. Those [IS] resources got in because 
the regime allowed them to enter.” It is the same pat-
tern of tacit collaboration seen elsewhere in Syria.

World in View

The deep crisis that jolted capitalism be-
ginning in 2007, persisting to this day, shapes 
the political as well as economic situation 
worldwide. So does the revolt that arose in 
the crisis. Internationally, it erupted most 
dramatically in the Arab Spring, as well as in 
occupations, strikes and protests in European 
countries from Greece to Spain. The depth, 
breadth and persistence of the revolt, togeth-
er with the intractability of the crisis, points 
to the possibility of a new society on human 
foundations. The fact that the old, crumbling 
order will not go away quietly explains why we 
mark the 60 years of activity of the Marxist-
Humanist organization News and Letters 
Committees—not as an anniversary but as an 
open window onto the needed philosophy of 
revolution, without which all revolutions and 
freedom movements remain incomplete.

Within the U.S. the revolt has ranged from the 
2008 factory occupation at Republic Windows and 
Doors in Chicago to prison strikes in Georgia and Cali-
fornia, from Texas women 
packing the statehouse to 
oppose a draconian anti-
abortion bill to the fight-
back against anti-Gay 
measures that spurred the 
legalization of marriage 
equality, from Occupy 
Wall Street’s nationwide 
spread to today’s struggles 
of low-paid workers for a 
living wage and the coast-
to-coast cry, “Black lives 
matter!”

I. Black 
Lives Matter

The long-simmering 
outrage of Black masses 
has broken out into a 
movement against this 
racist society, particu-
larly its pattern of racist 
killings by the police. It 
has not only reverberated 
internationally, but also 
made itself felt in the bat-
tle of ideas and the sphere of theory.1

Clearly, the subjective transformation has not 
overthrown the old order. The police have not stopped 
killing—as seen by the shootings of Antonio Zambrano-
Montes in Pasco, Wash; Tony Robinson in Madison, 
Wisc.; Aura Rosser in Ann Arbor, Mich.; Yuvette Hen-
derson in Emeryville, Calif.; and Anthony Hill in Cham-
blee, Ga. There is no confidence that the killers will 
suddenly start being convicted, even if one or two ex-
amples are made—as in the case in North Charleston, 
S.C., of Walter Scott. His killing in cold blood by white 
cop Michael Slager—who also placed a taser by his vic-
tim’s body to back up his lie that Scott posed a threat—
was simply too blatant to ignore, but only because a 
citizen videotaped the murder. 

The might of the federal government will not be 
brought to bear to convict the killers of Michael Brown 
and Eric Garner, killers set free by local prosecutors 
manipulating grand juries. Killer cops need fear noth-
ing like the persecution visited on whistleblowers who 
reveal secrets of corruption, torture, even murder, 
perpetrated by government agencies like the CIA and 
NSA. The Justice Department will force the restruc-
turing of one police department in Ferguson, Mo., but 
leave untouched the bulk of the racist, life-destroying 
national/state/local criminal injustice system. 

Every level of that system is racist, from traf-
fic stops, to treatment of young people by cops on the 
1.  See “‘We all can’t breathe’: Reflections on Marx’s Human-

ism and Fanon,” Jan.-Feb. 2015 N&L.

Draft for Marxist-Humanist Perspectives, 2015-2016

Decaying social order shows 
need for philosophy, revolution

Why we print the Draft Perspectives in News & Letters 
In 1975 News and Letters Committees printed its Draft Perspectives 

Thesis in News & Letters for the first time. The organization has contin-
ued the practice ever since. What follows is the 1975 explanation of why 
we decided to take such action and why we continue to do so:

With this special issue News and Letters Committees are breaking 
totally new ground for the Marxist movement. Publishing the Draft Per-
spectives Thesis for our coming national gathering directly in the pages 
of our paper is unprecedented, not only for all other organizations, but 
even for our own. We do it because our age is in such total crisis, facing 
a choice between absolute terror or absolute freedom, that a revolution-
ary organization can no longer allow any separation between theory and 
practice, philosophy and revolution, workers and intellectuals, “inside” 
and “outside.” We ask you to join in the discussion of these Perspec-
tives with us. We are not presenting any “pat answers” to the question, 
“Where Do We Go From Here?” We are raising the questions that de-
mand answers—and we ask you to help us in working them out.

street, to the court system, to prison. Within prison, the 
system uses brutality to break resistance but also insti-
gates racial divisions, which is why cross-racial organiz-

ing, as in the 2011 and 2013 
Pelican Bay hunger strikes, 
is so important—and why 
the voices of prisoners need 
to be heard. In News & Let-
ters they are heard in the 
context of a philosophy of 
freedom.

This is the broadest 
wave of protests against 
racist police since the 1992 
Los Angeles Rebellion and 
the revolts it sparked in 
dozens of communities 
across the U.S. The rapid 
nationwide spread of mili-
tant protests took estab-
lished leaders by surprise. 
They were started and 
dominated by youth of color, 

and attracted a significant 
minority of whites, as well 
as Black, Latina/o, Asian, 
and Native American.
BLACK WOMEN & 
YOUTH IN MOVEMENT

Today, women are, at 
least in some places, ac-

knowledged leaders in the Black Lives Matter move-
ment. In Ferguson Johnetta Elzie, 25, who lived near 
where Michael Brown was shot, decided to look into it 
herself when she heard about it on Twitter at the time 
Brown’s body was still lying in the street. She helped 
organize demonstrations and, with DeRay Mckesson, 
began to produce an email newsletter (thisisthemove-
ment.org) to tell the story of what was really happen-
ing in Ferguson. The newsletter now has over 14,000 
subscribers.

She also saw that most people on the streets in 
Ferguson were women, but at the meetings “and pri-
vate phone calls and the back door stuff…it would be 
predominantly male, predominantly heterosexual Black 
men. There would be little representation of everyone else 
that was out there in the streets….I would be silenced or 
people would speak for me instead of asking me…There 
would always be some man who would answer the ques-
tion for me while I’m trying to talk.”

She makes the point of how inclusive Ferguson has 
been because, she says, “Blackness is all-inclusive….
There are Gay and Lesbian folks, bisexual, there are 
religious Black people, there are atheist Black people.” 
This recognition, too, is new.
YOUTH IN THE LEAD INTERNATIONALLY 

As in movements from Hong Kong’s Umbrella Rev-
olution to anti-austerity direct actions in Greece, youth 
are in the forefront, challenging not only the government 
but established groups and their approaches.

continued on p. 7
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Protesters at national demonstration in St. Louis Oct. 11-12, 2014, against 
police killings. Actions were prompted by the murder of Michael Brown 
in Ferguson, Mo. 
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WOMENWORLDWIDE

fused the Imam’s orders to step to the back of the 
crowd. Instead women stepped forward to carry 
Aslan’s coffin and bury her, vowing: “No other 
man’s hands would touch her again.” (See “From 
Turkey to USA, women as force & reason fight in-
humanity,” March-April 2015 N&L.)

In Afghanistan at the burial the women chanted: 
“We want justice!” and “We are all Farkhunda!” A mem-

ber of WLUML said that at 
Farkhunda’s funeral, “For 
the first time in Afghanistan 
we stood tall to say that no 
man will touch her burnt 
body’s coffin.”

It didn’t end there. On 
March 24 thousands of dem-
onstrators marched on Af-
ghanistan’s Supreme Court 
demanding justice for Fark-
hunda, the second protest 
in as many days. Organiz-
ers estimated that 3,000 
marched—one of the largest 
demonstrations ever in Ka-
bul. Demonstrators shouted, 
“Justice for Farkhunda” and 

“Down with ignorance.” Afghans in other countries 
have demonstrated too.

At the March 24 demonstration, the head of the Af-
ghanistan Women’s Council, Fatana Gailani, expressed 
the hope that Farkhunda’s death would be a catalyst 
for change. Others thought the response to her death 
had brought people together who were sickened by the 
inhumanity of her attackers. Is this the beginning of a 
better life for Afghan women? 
WOMEN AS FORCE AND REASON

If Farkhunda had burned the Koran, would there 
have been an outcry? When it was thought she had, the 
police stood by and watched her murder. A spokesman 
for them said that the killing of “an unbeliever” was 
justified. What of the women who are jailed for years 
for running away from home to avoid a forced marriage 
or those who die from honor killings? Who carries their 
coffins or demonstrates in the streets shouting for jus-
tice for them? 

It means something that these women stood tall 
in Kabul. They took matters into their own hands and 
revealed their creativity through action, which is the 
way that genuine change comes about. 

Azaryun made this clear, saying: “I picked up 
[Farkhunda’s coffin] because I wanted to tell the women 
in this country that if we want to achieve anything we 
should sit up and do what we want to do. Do it like a 
woman. And if we stick together, we break taboos. We 
proved it yesterday. No one could stop us yesterday from 
being by Farkhunda’s side because we were together and 
supporters of each other.”

Afghan women demand justice
by Terry Moon

Is the March 19 murder 
of Farkhunda by a mob of men 
who beat her to death with 
stones and sticks, ran her over 

with a car, threw her body on the banks of the Kabul 
River and lit it on fire, a turning point for women in 
Afghanistan? Some are saying it is. 

Farkhunda was a 
27-year-old woman who 
was studying religion and 
thought she had a right to 
criticize mullahs selling good 
luck charms at a religious 
shrine in central Kabul. But 
then one mullah started 
screaming that she was an 
infidel and had burned the 
Koran. Even though Fark-
hunda had been at the shrine 
for hours castigating the 
trinket sellers as un-Islamic, 
the lynch mob believed the 
mullah and turned on her 
with inhuman fury. 

Her death was captured 
by cell phones and projected on social media. The im-
pact was profound. Nargis Azaryun, a youth activist 
and member of Women Living Under Muslim Laws 
(WLUML), expressed what many felt when she checked 
her facebook page that morning: “The first sentences I 
read about the incident left me in shock: ‘Today we killed 
a woman who burned the Koran. Allah Akbar.’… I cried 
for hours, thinking how helpless she was when they were 
kicking her. She kept screaming and saying, ‘I haven’t 
burned the Koran,’ but no one was listening to her….The 
police did not help her because everyone believed that she 
deserved to die, deserved to be burned to death….”

Because Farkhunda’s death was broadcast all over 
social media, because it was so horrific and because 
there was such an outcry—for once, instead of taking the 
man’s word as the unchallenged truth—her murder was 
investigated and she was declared “completely innocent.” 
AFGHAN WOMEN STAND TALL

Then women did something unprecedented: they 
went to Farkhunda’s family and asked if they could 
carry her coffin, this in a country where women are of-
ten banned from attending funerals. The women who 
made this move were activists, belonging to groups like 
WLUML, Solidarity Party, Women for Women Interna-
tional-Afghanistan; others held professional jobs in the 
city or university. 

There is no question that they were aware of 
what happened in Turkey in February at the fu-
neral of 19-year-old student Özgecan Aslan, who 
was savagely sexually assaulted and murdered. 
Over 5,000 came to her funeral where women re-

WOMAN 
 

REASON
AS

by Artemis

She’s Beautiful When She’s Angry is a docu-
mentary of the women’s liberation movement (WLM) in 
the U.S., from the late 1960s to the early 1970s. Film-
maker Mary Dore used a wealth of historical news cov-
erage to give a sense of the breadth of organizations 
and depth of demands in the explosive growth of the 
WLM. Activists, identified within archival footage—in-
cluding women like Fran Beal of the Civil Rights Move-
ment’s Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, 
Lesbian rights activist Karla Jay, and Judith Arcana 
of the abortion underground organization Jane—gave 
contemporary interviews interspersed in the film. 

The film includes comments of men and women ex-
pressing the post-World War II common “wisdom” that 
a woman’s place was in the home. The first objectives of 
organizations like the National Organization for Wom-
en were to confront barriers to women working, not just 
until a man needed that job, and earning wages equal 
to men—something women have yet to win.

The film showed the dismissive attitudes of 
men towards women—who were doing unsung 
work in student, Civil Rights and anti-Vietnam 
War groups—by showing crowds of male protest-
ers mocking women who tried to speak at the 
1968 Washington, D.C., anti-Vietnam War demon-
stration. It documented some of the many orga-
nizations that formed, including Redstockings—
one of the earliest, whose radical vision was one 
of a more human world. W.I.T.C.H./Women’s In-
ternational Terrorist Conspiracy from Hell and 
many independent groups focused on socialist 
feminism. 

The Boston Women’s Health Book Collective con-
centrated on health and sexuality and created the book 
Our Bodies Ourselves, which continues to be updated 
and has been translated and used in many countries. 
The Collective was influential in changing healthcare, 
helping women’s sexuality and healthcare concerns be 
seriously considered and researched. Chicago’s clan-
destine Jane Collective helped women obtain safe abor-
tions. Illegal and unsafe abortions were so prevalent 

New York—Police here have been told to halt stop 
-and-frisk policies because they unfairly target Black 
and Latino youth. But the Transgender community in 
Jackson Heights, New York, is undergoing its own par-
ticular form of stop and frisk. Trans women, especially 
Trans women of color, are stopped on a daily basis, told 
that they have to submit to a search (which they don’t) 
and if they are found in possession of a condom (which 
is legal) they are arrested for loitering or prostitution. 

The courts in Queens are dealing with an incred-
ible number of Trans women who are jailed on a daily 
basis. They are locked up with male prisoners, although 
they are self-identified as women, where they are sub-
ject to rape and brutality by prisoners and guards. If 
their cases are not heard immediately, they are shipped 
to Rikers Island prison, where they can be “lost” for 
months unless they have a lawyer or friend standing 
up for them. 

It gets worse. Many Trans women are told 
that they will not be arrested in exchange for per-
forming sexual acts with the police. This is the 
crudest type of extortion and blackmail: either 
have sex with me or to go jail. A man who forced 
himself on a woman saying he would give her 
freedom in exchange for sexual favors could be 
arrested for rape. But cops in Queens walk free. 
As one Trans women put it: “In Queens we are 
still living in the Dark Ages.” 

When a New York attorney who defends Trans 
women and sex workers was asked if it was safe at any-
time for a Trans woman to be in public as a woman, 
her answer was no. The police still do arrest “men” for 
dressing as women—something which was supposedly 
abolished in New York City decades ago. As one Trans 
woman put it: “It is time for Trans people to unite and 
fight for their rights just as Gay people did when Gay 
activity was forbidden.”  —Natalia Spiegel

Trans women must 
fight for rights

Chinese feminists had planned a demonstration 
against sexual harassment on public transportation for 
International Women’s Day and the 20th anniversary 
of the 1995 Beijing United Nations Fourth World Con-
ference on Women. But on March 6, police arrested at 
least ten Chinese feminist activists in Beijing, Hang-
zhou, and Guangzhou. Police broke into their apart-
ments and confiscated their computers, cell phones and 
documentation of activism. They were charged with 
“creating disturbance,” a charge used to detain, arrest, 
and harass civil rights activists. Five feminists remain 
in detention.

*   *   *
In February, Purvi Patel, age 

33, was convicted of feticide. In 
2013, she went to a South Bend, 
Ind., emergency room with heavy 
vaginal bleeding, telling the staff 
she had miscarried and placed 
the body of the second-trimes-
ter fetus in a dumpster. A jury 
found her guilty of the contradic-
tory charges of feticide and felony 
child neglect, sentencing her to 20 years in prison on 
flimsy evidence including an outdated and discredited 
forensic test. Laws passed to supposedly protect women 
from violence that causes miscarriage are being used to 
punish women for abortion and miscarriage.

*   *   *
Last year, the prestigious sci-fi/fantasy Hugo 

Awards went mostly to women and people of color fo-
cusing on progressive themes. Now, “Sad Puppies,” a 
campaign by bigoted sci-fi writers, is attempting to 
skew the Awards towards ultraconservative themes. 
N.K. Jemisin, a Black woman fantasy writer speaking 
at last year’s WisCon, a feminist sci-fi/fantasy conven-
tion, described the increase in sexist, racist, homopho-
bic and classist harassment in fandom. She stated this 
was a response to the successes of previously disadvan-
taged people and spoke of the importance of diversity in 
“dreaming” the world in which we want to live. 

*   *   *
In April, 78 mothers in the Karnes Detention Cen-

ter in Texas for migrant women and children went on 
a hunger and work strike to protest being detained 
(some for as long as 10 months) when they posed no 
threat and were seeking refugee status. They were also 
protesting their exploited labor and tainted water and 
food. The facility has had scandals since it opened in 
August 2014, including the sexual abuse of prisoners by 
guards and withholding life-saving medical treatment 
from children. The mothers were released after being 
held five days in a dark room and threatened with los-
ing custody of their children. Officials from the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security promised to meet with the 
women to hear their allegations.

Review of ‘She’s Beautiful When She’s Angry’
that on the eve of the 1973 Roe v. Wade Supreme Court 
decision, respected journalist Walter Cronkite reported 
on the national news that thousands of U.S. women be-
came seriously ill or died from complications of back-
alley butcher abortions each year.

A criticism of the WLM was that it was large-
ly a white women’s movement; that Black women 
who had to deal with both racism and sexism 
were overlooked. The film showed Black women 
as part of the WLM, including as founders of NOW, 
and as creating their own groups. The Black Sis-
ters United ran street patrols when there was a 
string of murders of women in Boston. 

She’s Beautiful packs a great deal of history in 
a small amount of movie time: the national women’s 
strike demonstrations on August 16, 1970, commemo-
rated the 50th anniversary of women winning the right 
to vote, showing the mass character of the WLM; the 
1969-70 protests against the Miss America Pageant 
in Atlantic City and its objectification of women; the 
fear of mainstream feminists that acknowledging the 
participation of Lesbians in the movement would mar-
ginalize the WLM; the eventual welcoming of Lesbians 
and other Queer women into the WLM; the demands 
that rape, including marital rape, and domestic vio-
lence be recognized as crimes that women did not bring 
on themselves. The film took up the vibrant feminist 
press, and even the News and Letters Committees pam-
phlet Notes on Women’s Liberation: We Speak in Many 
Voices, published in 1970, made an appearance. 

It was not within the scope of the movie to show 
how the WLM arrived at the present-day retrogressive 
war on women, although it did note the shameful attack 
on poor women over 40 years ago when President Nixon 
vetoed comprehensive childcare legislation in 1972.

Dore spent 21 years making She’s Beautiful When 
She’s Angry—mainly because she had trouble finding 
money to fund it. At a March 14 showing in Chicago, 
she answered questions from the audience and encour-
aged people to meet in person to build a new, vibrant 
women’s liberation movement.  —Kaitlin

Against all tradition, women in Afghanistan carry Farkhunda’s 
coffin.
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Dunayevskaya emphasized: “To me, the Miners’ 
General Strike seemed to touch, at one and the same 
time, a concept Marx had designated as alienated labor 
and the absolute opposite to it, which Marx had spelled 
out as the end of the division between mental and man-
ual labor.”
MARX KNEW WHAT MINERS FACED

 “Indeed, the todayness of Marxism shone through 
brilliantly in the miners’ attitude to a passage I had 
read to them from Marx on the ‘automaton’: ‘The light-
ening of the labor, even, becomes a sort of torture since 
the machine does not free the laborer from work, but 
deprives the work of all interest.’” Dunayevskaya noted 
that, “Even the fact that the miners did not know that 
the above passage was from Marx created a translucence 
when they insisted that the man who wrote that must 
have been in their mine, it was so perfect a description 
of automation…”

Here I see the worlds of the coal miner, the dock-
worker, and the healthcare worker intersect. That 
translucence exists for dockworkers today, who have 
witnessed their ranks decimated by automation, which 
their labor leaders called progress. It also exists with 
us healthcare workers. 

Marx’s premonitions on the “automaton,” where 
the machine does not free the laborer but rather tor-
tures her, “transforming and depriving the work of all 
interest,” is just as pertinent in today’s healthcare as-
sembly line as it is in manufacture or mining.  
AUTOMATION IS A ‘MAN-KILLER’

In 1949 miners called the continuous miner a “man-
killer.” In healthcare today, the din of alarms and bells 
from electronic equipment that caregivers are tethered 
to causes loss of interest and prevents the healthcare 
provider from keeping up with the machines. 

“Man-killer” would also be what it does to both pa-
tients and workers. Management has brought in mar-
keting consultants to “teach” us to provide more “com-
passionate” care, only because they know that inside 
the system there is none. We have seen them cook the 
books to hide real denial of care. Healthcare workers, 
seeing that kind of work-life as unsustainable, decided 
to walk off the job, to reject—in the same way miners in 
1949 rejected—the “ man-killer.”

That healthcare workers went on strike in spite of 
the largest existing Labor-Management Partnership, 
and that dockworkers struck despite ILWU officials 
considering automation as progress, recalls the day in 
1950 that miners continued their strike despite the or-
der from UMW head John L. Lewis to return to work.

As Andy Phillips, who as a striking miner pro-
posed rank-and-file caravans from other unions to sup-
port striking coal miners, put it: “To some, many of the 
things the miners did seemed spontaneous, as though 
the actions came out of nowhere.  Just the opposite is 
true.  The spontaneity of the miners flowed from their 
own repeated collective thought and action that preced-
ed their ‘spontaneous’ activity.” 

Durban, South Africa—On April 8 we supported a 
march against xenophobia organized by our comrades 
in the Congolese Solidarity Campaign together with 
the Somali Association of South Africa and other mi-
grant organizations. There was a permit for the march 
and yet the police would not allow it to go ahead. 
POLICE ATTACK PEACEFUL LEGAL MARCH

They stopped people from leaving their communi-
ties to travel to the march. They attacked the march 
with tear gas, water cannons and rubber bullets. One 
Congolese man was severely beaten by the police. One 
of our members, from the Marikana Land Occupation, 
had her leg broken during the assault by the police. 

We also noted senior police officers accus-
ing Abahlali: “What do you have to do with this 
march? Why are you supporting them?” We do not 
know who will be next. Some of the people who 
are now attacking people born in other African 
countries are saying that they will attack the In-
dians next.

But the violence used to expel us from this democ-
racy does not only come from the police. Since 2009 
we have also been openly attacked by the ruling party. 
On April 8 there was another march of so-called “lo-
cals’’ who were screaming and saying “awahambe“—
“foreigners must go.” We were not only assaulted by the 
police. We were also threatened and assaulted by this 
group who said to us: “Why are you supporting these 
foreigners?” Despite the violence and intimidation from 
the police and “the locals,” we made it to City Hall.

Many of the Congolese here in Durban are fleeing 
war and the destruction of their country. Yet here they 
are subject to more violence, including from the police. 
People in the Marikana Land Occupation have also 
been subject to serious violence, including regular evic-
tions, beatings, torture and assassination. Yet when we 
try to unite and to take to the streets to assert that 

South Africa bloodies Black workers
every person is a person, that everyone counts, we are 
openly beaten by the police. 

Once again we say that there is no democra-
cy for the poor in this country. It does not matter 
which country you were born in, or what part of 
South Africa you come from, or what language you 
speak. If you are poor and Black, you are excluded 
from this democracy with the open use of violence.

It is very hard for us to organize effective support 
in this crisis when we face violence from the state and 
from the groups attacking people on the streets. Many 
of our members are scared and they are scared for good 
reason. The attackers have often threatened that Abah-
lali will be next if we continue to support our African 
brothers and sisters.  —Abahlali baseMjondolo

Excerpted from the April 15, 2015, “Statement on 
the Ongoing Xenophobic Attacks.”

WORKSHOPTALKS
continued from p. 1

UAW to fight two-tier?
Detroit—Meeting on March 24-25, some 900 dele-

gates from more than 800 local unions representing au-
tomotive, aerospace, education, healthcare, public work 
and other areas of the economy heard reports and dis-
cussed strategies for the United Auto Workers (UAW) 
contract that expires in September 2015. 

While other unions were briefly noted, the focus 
of the Negotiating Conference was on the auto workers 
and the aim of “bridging the gap” in the two-tier wage 
system negotiated in 2007 to reduce costs for the crisis-
ridden companies. It permitted them to pay new hires 
$15.78 per hour, and after four years up to $19.28 per 
hour, compared with $28 per hour for older workers, 
even though they do the same work. 

This has always been a source of friction be-
tween older and younger workers, and it violates 
one of the main union principles—equal pay for 
equal work. At the present time, about 39,500 of 
137,300 hourly autoworkers, or 28% of UAW mem-
bers, make the lower wage scale. As expected, the 
resolution submitted to eliminate the two-tier 
system won unanimous support, although there 
were no specifics on how this would be done. 

What came as a shock to many at the conference 
was to hear UAW President Denis Williams say that he 
believed in a $15 an hour minimum wage. This is a near 
poverty wage, and many of the workers at the confer-
ence said they could not live on a wage of $15 an hour. 

Meanwhile, in the nation as a whole, labor has 
been under a vicious assault, and never more so than 
in the last decade. Since 2003, wages in manufactur-
ing have dropped 4.4%, from $16.38 an hour to $15.66 
an hour, reflecting the results of this assault. To halt 
this attack, and reverse the many defeats that labor has 
suffered, a profound change in labor leadership is re-
quired. There is no one promising in sight among union 
bureaucrats.

—Andy Phillips

Celebrating 60 years 
Marx spoke to 1975 

economic crisis

BP workers on strike
Chicago—On March 19 hundreds of workers from 

the BP oil refinery in Whiting, Ind., massed in front 
of BP corporate offices in Chicago. The 1,100 workers’ 
strike has continued over unfair labor practices. The lo-
cal issues centered on safety and staffing after BP re-
jected the pattern agreement of the industry with the 
United Steel Workers.

Picketers in Chicago chanted slogans like “One 
Day Stronger, One Day Longer!” behind a banner read-
ing “Safe Refineries Save Lives.” 

BP had killed 15 workers at Texas City, Texas, in 
2005, and the refinery industry has killed 27 more in 
the last five years alone—reason enough to stand firm 
against BP’s demands for concessions, especially on 
critical issues of life and death. As we go to press, the 
strike continues. —Bob McGuire 

Los Angeles—On April 4, protesters of all races 
marched downtown on the anniversary of Martin Lu-
ther King’s 1968 assassination. They included low-wage 
workers campaigning to raise the minimum wage to 
$15 an hour, uniting with the movement against police 
killing of unarmed Black and Brown youth. It included 
community, religious and immigrant rights groups. 
Organizations in the march included SEIU security 
guards, Clean Carwash workers, Central American Re-
source Center and LACAN.

We marched from Broadway and Olympic to the 
Union Rescue Mission on Skid Row protesting the LA 
Police Department’s Safe Cities Initiative program that 
criminalizes the homeless and resulted in the killing 
of a Black homeless man known as Africa. We then 
marched to LAPD headquarters where speakers ex-
panded on King’s words: “An injustice anywhere is a 
threat to justice everywhere.”  —Basho

Fight for $15 & Dr. King

In Chicago, Ill., thousands of home care, childcare, nursing home, and 
university workers and students marched for a living wage, starting at 
the University of Illinois and stopping traffic for hours. They were part 
of a nationwide protest for a living wage.

Amy Livingston for/News & Letters

In celebrating the first 60 years of News and Let-
ters Committees, we reprint excerpts from the Draft 
Perspectives for 1975-76 by Raya Dunayevskaya, the 
first printed in News & Letters. 

THE MOVEMENT KNOWS, of course, that 
the class enemy is at home, within each country. 
It knows full well that each existing state power is 
weighted down with fear of revolution. And it does not 
fail to appreciate that, no matter how deep the intra-
imperialist rivalries, capitalist class solidarity holds 
tightest and strongest against its own people. 

It is true, of course, that the economic crisis gen-
erates new forms of revolt, and with it the objective 
foundation for the self-development of the masses. 
The passion for philosophy has long been evident, 
but the “leaders,” “the Party,” the “intellectuals” have 
hardly met the challenge from below. Two full de-
cades have passed since the movement from prac-
tice has itself been a form of theory, but intellec-
tuals calling themselves Marxists are deaf to its call. 

Be it in East Europe where the masses fought 
for freedom from Russian Communist totalitarian-
ism, or in Africa where they battled for freedom from 
Western imperialism, or in China where the youth 
challenged existing state-capitalism as well as Mao’s 
Thought, or the Black Revolution in the U.S.A. as 
well as the anti -Vietnam war youth movement—all 
hungered for total solutions, but all they were of-
fered were mid-way houses, aborted revolutions, the 
Thought of the Chairman.

One thing is clear and that is that all profits 
come and can only come from labor in that hell-hole 
called automated production. And capitalism knows 
but one way of further raising labor productivity, by 
forcing wages down through an ever-larger unem-
ployed army outside, as well as through inflation. 
But even that has its limits. When more and more 
machines are used and less and less, relatively, of 
labor, then there is no way of stopping the decline 
in capitalism’s rate of profit. Not only does the very 
method of production bring about crises, but what 
exactly do the billions spent on arms produce other 
than destruction?

IN ANY CASE, Business Week (6-23-75) did sud-
denly start quoting what Marxist economists were 
saying on the decline in the rate of profit as endemic 
to capitalism. It even produced official graphs from 
the Federal Reserve Board, the Department of Com-
merce, Data Resources Inc. and its own data which 
all go to show that the long post-World War II boom 
has led to a slump in the rate of profits. What is sig-
nificant is that they had to stop laughing at “false” 
Marxist analysis long enough to show that it does ex-
ist. Which is certainly something that has not here-
tofore been admitted even as supposedly a “passing 
phenomenon.”
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF
RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA even though there are more women in the population 

than men, because far from a majority of all these 
women shared their views. The women represent dif-
ferent classes, with very different outlooks on many of 
the most basic goals.

But despite all these things in their favor, 
the Women’s Liberation Movement has found the 
need for philosophy. The division in the Students 
for a Democratic Society (SDS) was precisely on philo-
sophic questions. Their disintegration was the result 
of their total disregard for philosophy. It has brought 
the Women’s Liberation Movement to an impasse, too. 
But the movement is so objectively valid that no matter 
what, it will keep rising up, over and over again. The 
most important point of the whole movement is that 
the women are objecting to being object, instead of 
Subject, to use the Hegelian term. They are seeking to 
become whole human beings.

There is a division of Theory into two stages. 
Hegel says that everything depends on grasping 
Truth not as Substance, but as Subject as well. 
The initial stage has to be alone, because otherwise the 
new will not come out. This is why Lenin kept talking 
about the shyness of workers; and why it was important 
for Blacks not always to have some white looking over 
their shoulders. This independence is, however, not for 
separation, but to be able to develop to another 
stage. Then there must be a return to philosophy to 
develop positions in your 
own organization. This 
self-consciousness and 
“taking back our heads” is 
being done to free every-
one, not to make the same 
mistakes as men.

Raya took the ar-
ticle by Barbara B. in 
our pamphlet, Notes on 
Women’s Liberation: We 
Speak in Many Voices, as 
an example of what hap-
pens when you are not 
grounded in philosophy. 
The article was so anxious 
to establish that Marx was 
wrong that it claims that 
Engels’ theory was what 
Marx drew on for his theory of historical materialism. 
That is totally wrong factually, of course, which would 
be simple to prove even chronologically. But the most 
important error is not the factual one, but the meth-
odology involved. Marx’s historical materialism dem-
onstrated that exploitation of labor by capital is rooted 
not only in the division between mental and manual 
labor, but in the relationship of man to woman. And 
Marx showed that all history was movement. History 
is not “past.” It is present, too. All history is the his-
tory of class struggles. But you have to understand that 
part of the oppression is what the rulers do to rob you 
of your thought, as well as the fruits of your labor. They 
don’t want you to think—just to work. But the great 
truth is that no matter how much they may be 
oppressed, men and women do think, and they 
think their own thoughts. In fact, the more alien-
ated you are, the greater you are, because the greater 
is your quest for universality.

Let’s take two theoretical works on women to ex-
amine what they do and what they don’t do. One is 
Kate Millett’s Sexual Politics, and the other is Simone 
de Beauvoir’s The Second Sex. What is Millett’s failure? 
Hers is an excellent study, but because she is limiting 
her vision to only the woman aspect, she winds up say-
ing that we had revolutionary activity up until women 
got the vote and then, after 1920, it was all counter-
revolution. That is a fantastic thing to say when we 
have lived through the Spanish Revolution, the African 
Revolutions, revolutions all over the world. Moreover, 
she fails to see “transformation into opposite.” Thus, 
she criticizes Norman Mailer very correctly for many 
things, but fails to see that he was revolutionary at the 
end of World War II. His The Naked and the Dead was 
one of the greatest works to come out of that entire pe-
riod. She is not a philosopher, and she thus misses 
the mark as a result. In short, Millett wrote a great 
book, but it needs some criticism—and it is the sort of 
critique that we could do, not with any long thesis, but 
just a few short paragraphs making a few of these im-
portant points.

Now take de Beauvoir. She doesn’t like Engels, by 
the way. And she does mention Marx. However, she, 
too, goes nowhere. We could definitely have something 
to say on her works. Again, not a long thesis—a couple 
of paragraphs can say a great deal.

Finally, let’s come to Philosophy and Revolu-
tion, my book in progress, which you are here to help 
me finish. It has three major parts. Part I takes up 
Hegel, Marx and Lenin. One of the most important 
parts for us here is the section that deals with how 
Marx concretized Hegel and at the same time broke 
with the whole concept of what is theory. This is where 
history as process comes in. Part II deals with Al-

Editor’s note: In celebration of 60 years of News 
and Letters Committees, we print excerpts of a summa-
ry of a talk that Dunayevskaya gave to a conference on 
Women’s Liberation in Detroit, Mich., on Feb. 21, 1971. 
The purpose of the meeting was to help Dunayevskaya 
work out the final chapter of her book then in progress, 
Philosophy and Revolution. That last chapter would 
take up the “New Passions and New Forces” for the 
reconstruction of society. The Conference was also the 
beginning of the News & Letters—Women’s Liberation 
Committee. The entire summary can be found in the 
Raya Dunayevskaya collection, #4355.

The dialectic and women’s liberation

Raya began her presentation by pointing out 
that the core of the dialectic as a movement is 
the number two, and then went into some of the dan-
gers in this number two: We live in an age when even 
those opposites that are not antagonistic contradictions 
such as capital and labor are, nevertheless reveal the 
struggle of opposites: men and women; workers and in-
tellectuals; theory and practice; spontaneity and orga-
nization; philosophy and revolution. This duality in 
reality is the knot to be unraveled and we therefore 
might as well make it the focal point of this discussion 
as well.

Everything can be divided today into: I. the Idea 
as such, and II. the Idea whose time has come. For the 
Idea as such there are two dates in history to take up: 
1844 when Marx wrote his famous Economic and Phil-
osophic Manuscripts, and 1947 when these essays were 
translated into English by Raya Dunayevskaya. For the 
Idea whose time has come we will have to take up 
1965 when [the Women’s Liberation Movement] was 
the”new,” and 1971 when we must begin to consider our 
perspectives.

Marx called his philosophy a “new human-
ism.” In those 1844 essays he lashed out against both 
capitalism and vulgar communism. In the essay on 
“Private Property and Communism” he said that the 
most fundamental relationship of all human relation-
ships is that of man to woman. In 1947 when Raya 
translated the essays, however, what she stressed was 
Marx’s anti-capitalism and anti-vulgar-communism, 
as she was exposing the true state-capitalist nature of 
Russia which called itself “Communist.” She did take 
up the man/woman aspect of the essay twice. Once was 
in a discussion in 1947 with a professor who argued that 
it was not true that all contradictions are class contra-
dictions. Raya pointed to the essay on the five senses, 
where Marx says that “seeing, hearing, smell, taste, 
feeling, thought, perception, experience, wishing activ-
ity, loving” are all human relations to the world—and 
that it is private property that has made us so stupid 
that we think an object is ours only when we possess 
it directly—eat it, drink it, wear it, live in it, etc.—in 
short, use it. Raya had pointed out the class nature 
even in such a thing as “taste” by comparing the differ-
ence of hunger to a starving child or to a gourmet. As 
for “human nature,” there is no human nature except 
to be free. The other time Raya had taken up the man/
woman relationship as fundamental was in 1949 when 
the West Virginia miners were on strike, and only men 
came to a party that had been arranged. The men were 
promptly sent home to get their wives, without whom 
they could never have maintained their strike.

The transition point between “idea as such” 
and “idea whose time has come” is 1956 when 
News and Letters Committees wrote their Con-
stitution and women were singled out as one of 
the forces of revolution. We alone did that, and even 
reserved a special section of our paper for women, just 
as we had for Black voices. But because the women’s 
movement had not yet appeared, it nevertheless re-
mained “Idea as such.”

But the 1960s is a totally new stage. It is true 
that we have always pointed out the inter-relationship 
of the Abolitionist Movement and the Women’s Move-
ment. It is not denigrating that tremendous page in 
history to stress the “new” that has now appeared, and 
is different from all the past. There have been women’s 
struggles throughout history, but the simple truth is 
that none before ever did what the new women are do-
ing today. These new women had many things in their 
favor from the start: 

1. They were young, and I am not stressing that as 
a “generational aspect,” but to emphasize that it elimi-
nated from the start any nonsense that they were hav-
ing troubles with males because they “couldn’t get one.” 

2. They were from the Left, so they didn’t have to 
be self-conscious about any charges that they weren’t 
concerned with “humanity.” 

3. The Black dimension was present—that is, 
Black women joined in the charges against male chau-
vinism—so they didn’t have to worry about charges 
that they were anti-Black if they charged Black males 
with male chauvinism, too. 

4. They had no illusions about being a “majority,” 

ternatives: Trotsky, Mao, and Sartre. And Part 
III is “New Passions and Forces” which deals with 
the Blacks, youth and women. We have been able to 
show why the Black dimension and why the youth are 
these new passions and new forces, because, in fact, 
the Blacks throughout American history and specifi-
cally since the Montgomery Bus Boycott, as well as the 
Blacks in Africa, have raised questions of deep philo-
sophic import, whether it was Robert Moses on educa-
tion or Frantz Fanon on the whole African revolution. 
The same reason—that is, concrete questions that were 
raised—enabled us to show this on the part of youth, 
as well, whether it was Mario Savio on alienation, or 
the French revolt in May, 1968, where the new forms 
of student-workers committees were established. In 
the case of the women, we have not succeeded in hear-
ing quite that many new voices. What we do know is 
that self-development means that you will gain a 
new dimension in yourselves, will feel a totality 
in the new person you are becoming, as you give 
expression to what you are feeling and thinking. 
The proof of Marxist-Humanism will be in your own 
self-development.

� 
Marx captured a whole age, and while his philoso-

phy was based on the study of years and years of human 
activity, past and present, it contains the germs for the 
future. Theory means taking a part of the philosophy 

and developing it for 
your particular period. 
There are divisions in 
theory. You can anticipate, 
but only “in general,” not 
the particular. The im-
portant period is when 
you are able to single 
out the new category 
for your age. The theory 
of state-capitalism was 
analyzed in 1941, but the 
humanist dimension was 
not reestablished until 
1947. Every new stage of 
cognition comes only when 
a new stage of objectivity 
has been reached. Thus 
theory means recapturing 

the movement that was present in the philosophy, but 
not real yet. What it means is that when a new force aris-
es, you can catch it if you are rooted in the philosophy.

�
It sounds wonderful to say “unite all women”—but 

it is utopian to say we should (or could) unite all women 
in, for example, a day-care center issue. What have we 
decided are the most important elements in the move-
ment today? Proletarian and Black dimension. 
Therefore, concentrating on that, though it may sound 
“narrow,” is the only way to really broaden the move-
ment. Why is it that after all the magnificent demon-
strations throughout the past year, we hear complaints 
that no group is doing anything? Because of the class 
differences in the movement. There is “tokenism” of 
all kinds, on all kinds of questions—and some women 
are going to be allowed to break into new fields and get 
some good jobs—because the rulers are afraid of the 
real movement, from below.

What we are doing, because our philosophy is a 
total one, is listening to these voices from below, and 
working out a theory for the movement based on that. 
What we have to do is bring out the new dimensions 
of women as revolutionary force. The greatest strength 
of the movement is its spontaneity. This is the time 
when the objective time and the subjective situation 
have exploded. The self-development we are talking 
about is not the careerist woman, but the woman who 
thought she didn’t know how to speak. Ever since we 
began News & Letters, over 15 years ago, the tape ma-
chine has been the “magic box” that recorded what 
workers, Blacks, and women were feeling and think-
ing, and permitted us to transcribe those ideas and put 
them in the paper for others to share.

Correspondence has always been considered 
of primary importance to us, as well. Correspon-
dence with others, to share our ideas, and elicit theirs. 
In fact, the history of News and Letters Committees 
goes all the way back to the American Revolution on 
this question of correspondence—because it was dur-
ing the American Revolution that Committees of Corre-
spondence became one of the most important develop-
ments of the revolution. And that is exactly where our 
conception of our organization as a new form of “Com-
mittees of Correspondence” came from.

We cannot forget, either, that it is no accident that 
ours is the only Left political organization whose the-
oretical founder is a woman.

The work ahead is not going to be easy. But it 
will be exciting because it will be breaking totally new 
ground. It is work that needs to be done, and nobody 
else is doing it. Don’t forget that our magnificent or-
ganization did not come to be what it is easily. It took a 
lot of very hard work—and it is far from being finished.

Members of Women’s Liberation-News & Letters Committees marching in 
Detroit, Mich., in 1977 in support of the Equal Rights Amendment.
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search for their children. The disappearances sparked 
thousands to protest across Mexico and in the U.S., 
where they were joined by Occupy Wall Street Zapatista 
in a rally in Washington, D.C., in January. These 43 
disappeared students are only a few of thousands dis-
appeared and murdered in Mexico by drug gangs and 
local and national “law enforcement.” (See Jan.-Feb. 
News & Letters.)

The Caravana, which has stopped in many cities, 
forges solidarity with North Americans while empha-
sizing the U.S. government’s role in allowing the hor-
rible drug wars to continue. One Detroit organizer said, 

“We see the same thing here that has completely cor-
rupted Mexico. The stories we heard broke our hearts, 
but the people are not giving up.”

A woman outside the Mexican consulate joined us 
because her brother had disappeared in Mexico, and 
nothing was done. She wept as the names were called 
of the disappeared students. We have found that this 
issue resonates with Mexicans, because so many thou-
sands of people have gone missing with no arrests ever 
made. They call it impunity—impunidad.

Even though a group of us from Detroit and across 
the state offered hospitality and held fundraisers in 
preparation for Caravana 43 arriving in our cities, we 
can’t imagine doing what these parents are doing: tell-
ing the story over and over to strangers, getting back on 
the road and doing it all over, day after day. 

I am grateful for the courageous travelers from 
Ayotzinapa. We hope we have made a difference for 
them, as they have for us.  

—Susan Van Gelder

by G.W.F. Héctor
Mexico City—On May 2, 2014, a paramilitary group 

hired by the State murdered the Zapatista teacher Ga-
leano and destroyed an autonomous school building in 
La Realidad, Chiapas. One year later, with the help of 
Zapatista supporters worldwide, the Zapatistas fin-
ished reconstructing the building, now turned into a 
school and clinic. 

Following the grand opening, they published a se-
ries of communications. One of them stated:

“The entirety of the funds required to construct the 
huge buildings where the powerful hide…would not be 
enough to pay for even a single drop of Indigenous Za-
patista blood. That is why we feel that this is the most 
expensive building in the world….So [the mass media] 
should say…that Indigenous Zapatista girls and boys at-
tend the most expensive school in the world. And that the 
men, women, boys, girls, elderly, indigenous, Zapatistas, 
Mexicans, when they get sick in La Realidad, will be 
treated in the most expensive clinic on earth.”

They are saying that the Zapatistas don’t 
measure the value of a building by its price, but 
by its human value. We can confirm that, first, 
by attending to the concept of compa/work day 
(CWD), compa meaning comrade, which accord-
ing to them “could be thought of as equivalent to 
socially necessary labor time. However…CWD is 
not a unit of measure of value, [but] a referent in 
order to compare the individual and the collective 
(an individual would have taken almost seven 
years to do what a collective did in almost seven 
months).” 

The difference between the capitalist mode of pro-
duction, with its unstoppable need to accumulate value, 
and freely associated labor carried out by the Zapatista 
communities couldn’t be bigger. They produce use val-
ues—clinics, schools, etc. The work is done by people, 
for people, in a way that helps develop the physical and 
spiritual creativity of the community to its fullness: hu-
man power as its own end. 

The Zapatistas are not just creating a new 
world in practice, but in theory—as we have seen 
by the radical concept CWD, which opens new 
possibilities to emancipatory social movements. 
Or, better to say: They can develop revolutionary 
theory because they develop simultaneously a 
revolutionary practice (and vice versa). 

The Zapatistas understand this joining between 
theory and practice; that’s why they are organizing 
an international seminar of critical thought in Oven-
tik, Chiapas, in May. Their invitation refers to critical 
thought as a sentinel: “whoever works on analytic think-
ing takes a shift as a guard at the watch-post.” Further-
more: “[The critical thought] is…part of the whole, noth-
ing more, but nothing less,” as in a jigsaw puzzle, where 
“the whole exists because of all the parts, and of course…
each part acquires its meaning in relation with all the 
others.”

This analogy refers to the dialectic relation be-
tween theory and practice, whose understanding has 
made the Zapatista movement one of the most signifi-
cant. Not pragmatism, neither academic nor vanguard-
ist theoreticism, but practice itself as a form of theory, 
and theory itself as a form of practice, that’s what the 
Zapatistas have been developing in their action and 
thoughts for more than 20 years. Are we learning from 
the Zapatistas’ methodology and experiences?

Letter from Mexico

Zapatistas on praxisSeeking justice for 43 in Ayotzinapa 
Caravana 43 in Detroit

Detroit—The “Caravana 43,” some of the courageous 
parents of 43 students “disappeared” in September, 
from the Normal Rural School Raúl Isidro Burgos in 
Ayotzinapa, Guerrero, Mexico, arrived in Detroit April 
12 to raise awareness and funds for their continued 

12 years in the SHU
Pelican Bay Prison, Calif.—Twelve years have passed 

since I entered the Security Housing Unit (SHU) on 
gang validation. This year I turned  53 years old. My 
cognitive skills over this past decade have taken an odd 
turn. The deterioration is discernible. When I first ar-
rived I was attentive and, if you’ll excuse the expres-
sion, bright-eyed. I thought I could beat this thing, 
whatever this thing was. I confess—I was ignorant.

Today, I could be found at my cell front. 
My fingers stuffed through the perforated met-
al  door, a mechanism forged of heavy gauge. I 
hang limp. My head angled in a daze. My mind 
lost in a dense fog of nothingness. I’m withering 
away, I know it, and I no longer care. Hopeless-
ness is a virus that occupies a quiet space un-
der my tongue like some forgotten stone. But in 
truth, I am the forgotten one. I am the sum of the 
parts that make up the whole. Concentration: an 
abstract invention for those with half a mind if 
half a mind were the thing to waste. And some-
one screams behind me: waste not, want not. But 
what’s to waste when all you are is a virus that no 
one’s allowed to touch.

Funny. When I think of validation, I remember Fri-
days after work, cashing my paycheck, handing over a 
parking stub to the bank teller, asking to be validated. 
And I thought, how cool is this: validation for free!

Yes, this is me, the ignorant me. Today, wasting 
what’s left of the other half.
IMAGINING LIFE OUTSIDE

If I were to imagine life outside of Pelican Bay, out-
side of the SHU, I’d have to imagine a hospital. And be-
tween you and me, I don’t like hospitals. I don’t like the 
stench of sanitized sheets, industrial ammonia. Gowns 
that open from the back, polka dots and paper slippers.

Looney Tunes in loony beds, leather straps and 
leather masks. Shocks and shots and broken ribs. The 
truth is, we’re all broken in our own way. We’ve been 
undone, unwound. The inside  of our plastic skulls—
raked and routed. A composition of cracks and fissures 
where nothing will ever be the same again. To put it 
in better perspective, or at least one you’d understand: 
Once, long ago, I adopted a puppy. He was a miniature 
red Doberman. Naturally I named him Red. 

Red had been abused so terribly that in 
house-training him, if I raised my voice without 
warning, he’d shake something awful until he 
wet himself. I remember I had to hold him to feed 
him, otherwise he’d starve himself. Maybe he 
thought he was so bad he didn’t deserve food. So 
loathsome he didn’t deserve to be held. It took a 
long time for him to warm to me. 

I think what did it for Red was when I chose to sleep 
on the floor with him in my room. He must’ve seen me 
as his equal. I really liked the way he pressed his wet 
nose against my neck, in the middle of the night. I think 
in his own way he was thanking me for treating him, 
dare I say, humanely. Like family. Like a friend. And 
today, I imagine life outside of the SHU and a terrible 
sadness overwhelms me. I can’t help but wonder, what 
will I not be deserving of?

At 70, 80, who would want to hold and care for me?
—C.F. Villa

Caravana 43 in the Bay Area
Berkeley, Calif.—On April 2, students from the Nor-

mal Rural School in Ayotzinapa, Guerrero, Mexico, 
and parents of some of the 43 disappeared normalis-
tas brought “Caravana 43” to Civic Center Park near 
downtown.

A campesino on the panel told the crowd 
that he and other parents have been living at 
the school since September 2014, when the kid-
napping took place. They found comfort in being 
around the workshops and tables their sons used 
when they hoped to become teachers who would 
serve poor communities in Guerrero. He said the 
government is afraid of poor people with knowl-
edge.

One student from the school remarked that the 
law ranks students and teachers among delinquents, 
vandals and narco-traffickers. “But,” he continued, “the 
only weapons we have are our books and our conscious-
ness. They fear us the most because the conscious in-
dividual is more dangerous to a government than any 
drug dealer or criminal. A conscious people are a free 
people.” 

 —David M’Oto 
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READERS'VIEWS
WOMEN AS REASON

The idea of rape culture (“From 
Turkey to USA, women as force & rea-
son fight inhumanity,” March-April 
N&L) seems like it’s existed forever but 
maybe it has not been articulated that 
way till fairly recently? Terry Moon’s 
article showed that now it is being ar-
ticulated as demanding a transforma-
tion of all human relationships. What 
seems new to me is women’s demand 
for men to take responsibility and men’s 
willingness to do so as evidenced by the 
Turkish men demonstrating in skirts 
and the men in the U.S. speaking out 
against street harassment and domestic 
violence.  Social worker

Chicago
***

One of the most important sentenc-
es of “From Turkey to USA...” is the one 
about “the movement in thought” expe-
rienced by the Women’s 
Liberation Movement 
worldwide. In the dia-
lectical link between 
individual and social 
dimensions, women’s 
struggle is not just 
against “machismo,” as 
a question of behavior of 
men and women in “pri-
vate life,” but a struggle against “rape 
culture,” understood as the conjunction 
of economic, political and cultural deter-
minations that systematically reproduce 
the oppression of women. Even women 
exploit women, because it is the system 
that does that. There lies the impor-
tance of uprooting completely this capi-
talist, fascist, machismo society. Women 
from below are a decisive revolutionary 
subject for this transformation.

G.W.F. Héctor
Mexico D.F.

***
From the very beginning of the 

Women’s Liberation Movement there 
were women who had a deep critique of 
the entire society and wanted a revolu-
tion, wanted society to be completely 
transformed. But in terms of what has 
come from below, I think Moon caught 
that the critique of existing society is in 
some ways deeper. It means something 
different when a critique comes from be-
low and is so explicitly expressed.

Women’s Liberationist
Chicago

***
Purvi Patel was sentenced to 20 

years in prison for “neglect of a depen-
dent and feticide.” You cannot do both, 
of course, but what Patel did was nei-
ther. She self-induced an abortion and 
they’re lynching her for it. Women are 
still second-class citizens in America. 
We are, together, capable of change. To-
day. Now. I never thought, in my brief 
lifetime, that we would have less rights 
instead of equal rights. We are going in 
the wrong direction. Outraged 

Nashville

•
WE ALL CAN’T BREATHE

The essay, “Reflections on Marx’s 
Humanism and Fanon” (Jan.-Feb. 2015 
N&L) is a fine example of the connec-
tion between Marx and Fanon, i.e., the 
universality of humanism. In addition, 
it shows the relevancy of both men to 
our present world. Overthrowing the es-
trangement of life was what Marx and 
Fanon made their central focus. If an ef-
fort is made by humanity to burst asun-
der the existing oppressive social rela-
tions of capital, then it is wise to heed 
the call for a re-reading of Marx, par-
ticularly his humanist perspective. The 
imperative for humanity is to entirely 
uproot the abstraction of socially neces-
sary labor time, in its current guise of 
global capital. Then it will be possible 
for humanity to unfurl the banner of 
liberation, “From each according to her 
ability, to each according to her need.” 
Indeed, the fertile ground on which hu-
manity can begin to construct new soci-
etal relations is founded upon the prin-
ciple of humanism. Bro. Faruq

Represa, Calif.

To come to humanism as an answer, 
to grasp that about Marx in spite of what 
has been made of him over the years, is 
significant. The dream of a shared hu-
manity is the opposite of a nightmare of 
estrangement and is in line with Fanon, 
who said to leave Europe and to go on to 
create a new human being. Mohammed 
Elnaiem is speaking as a Black man but 
his hope is for a new humanity for every-
one. Prisoner support activist

California
***

Mohammed Elnaiem is questioning 
“progress.” Is there progress? Or is it 
only the struggle? Marx didn’t articulate 
“Black masses as vanguard at turning 
points in history,” Marxist-Humanism 
did that. There is something about the 
centrality of Black masses in defining 
what freedom means in the U.S., but 
also in the world today. You could say 
that there has been slavery all through-
out history. Yet the confluence of racism 
and revolution in U.S. history makes it 
unique.  Asian American

Oakland, Calif.

•
MIDDLE EAST

We are fighting to live free and safe 
here. In Yemen, a developing country 
facing a growing risk of civil wars and 
terrorist groups, we are definitely in 
need to tell the world what is happen-
ing. Women and children suffer the most 
persecution and violations in Yemen, es-
pecially during the wars. I live in Sana’a, 
the capital of Yemen, and there are a lot 
of daily war stories that should be told. 
The situation in Yemen is getting worse 
day by day. Civilian

Sana’a, Yemen
***

In At Tuwani in Palestine, where I 
have lived and worked as a human rights 
worker over the years, Jewish colonists 
and the Israeli military harass, attack 
and arrest Palestinians who attempt to 
graze their sheep on their own lands, 
which are in the process of being seized 
at gunpoint by the very same Jewish 
colonists and Israeli military. Ceylon

Memphis

•
60 YEARS OF N&L

Though the world is in a constant 
state of flux, this moment in history 
seems to be both more progressive and 
more dangerous than any other moment 
in history. The mainstream media is 
driven by commercialism and whatever 
idealism is maintained is due to ques-
tionable reasons. Then there is N&L. 
This paper talks about those who seem 
invisible to the mainstream media and 
gives a poignant voice to the otherwise 
voiceless. It provides an open forum for 
the free expression of ideas, the defini-
tion of history that without this publica-
tion may go undiscovered or ignored.

If not for N&L and the multi-na-
tional News and Letters family, we may 
not have seen the inside of a revolution 
in Ukraine, Egypt, Syria, or right here 
in these United States except through 
sound bites. We would not know about 
the plight of the prisoners in Pelican Bay, 
and we may have forgotten about those 
who languish in limbo at Guantanamo 
Bay. We wouldn’t see in-depth reporting 
on the fight of women or discussions on 
LGBT issues, and we would not discover 
that the economy at the grassroots level 
(i.e., the workers) is still as sick as ever.

Hegel writes that: “…nothing great 
in the world has been accomplished with-
out passion.” With N&L, passion has 
been defined and honored for 60 years. 
My association with News and Letters 
Committees has spanned 16 years, and 
the quality of the journalism and com-
mentary through the newspaper, and 

its proponents, have always been com-
pelling, insightful and true to—in my 
mind—the vision and body of ideas of 
Raya Dunayevskaya. In order to safely 
traverse a minefield, one must have a 
map. In order to progressively pursue a 
revolution, one must first have a voice. 
N&L and News and Letters Commit-
tees are those tools that allow all voices 
for change, freedom and humanity to be 
heard. Robert Taliaferro

Black River Falls, Wisc.
***

Congrats on the 60th birthday of 
N&L. I didn’t come to News and Letters 
Committees until 1960, the first youth 
of the New Left/Civil Rights generation.

Richard Greeman
France

***
I hope that friends of News and Let-

ters Committees will be encouraged by 
the publication of the Draft Perspectives 
to intervene in the process of forming 
the perspectives of News and Letters 
Committees. N&LC is alone among the 
Left in seeking to incorporate the ideas 
of people not in the organization in its 
perspectives. I think it is important that 
it begins by highlighting the new and 
historic role of the Black masses as van-
guard in challenging U.S. racism and by 
highlighting all the forces of resistance 
to this corrupt system. At the same time, 
we recognize that the forces of counter-
revolution are on the rise around the 
world, including in the U.S. 

I shudder at the thought of Scott 
Walker as president. He would drag la-
bor relations back to the 19th Century 
just as he is doing in Wisconsin. Here 
in New York, even with the election of 
a “progressive” mayor, police violence 
continues, homelessness is increas-
ing rapidly and the city government is 
busy making deals with major real es-
tate developers to build expensive hous-
ing without addressing the needs of the 
poor. As the Draft Perspectives notes, 
whether in New York or in Syria, what 
is needed is a total philosophy of free-
dom, which is what Marxist-Humanism 
can offer. Natalia Spiegel

Queens, N.Y.

•
WHAT KIND OF LABOR?

Raya tells how the Coal Miners’ 
Strike of 1949-1950 gave her a new 
point of departure to develop revolution-
ary thought (“Miners inspired Marxist-
Humanism,” March-April N&L). That’s 
because she didn’t see this strike just as 
“practice,” but as practice being itself a 
form of theory. Two intertwined things—
understanding mass movements as 
forms of thought, and the dialectical 
method—are the two main ingredients 
of Marxist-Humanism. How are we rec-
reating it for our time? In Mexico, for 
example, the actions of the Zapatistas; 
the autonomous councils developed by 
the people in Guerrero as forms of self-
government; the peasants organizing 
to stop the neoliberal projects in their 
lands, among other movements, are not 
just “practice,” but practice we should 
direct our senses to in order to discover 
in it a form of theory. This is needed to 
understand and potentiate the dialectic 
of revolution brought up by the masses 
themselves. Activist/thinker

Mexico
***

Dunayevskaya’s essay is interesting 
to publish when News and Letters Com-
mittees is commemorating the founda-
tion of its organization and newspaper 
60 years ago. It speaks to the relation-
ship between philosophy, practice, and 
organization/newspaper. Without the 
development of a body of ideas (Marxist-
Humanism) there could have been no 
serious founding of a revolutionary or-
ganization and its newspaper. Rather, 

Dunayevskaya’s description of the min-
ers’ action and their impact on her own 
development of the ideas of Marxist-
Humanism speaks to the crucial rela-
tionship of theory/practice, philosophy/
revolution. The actions of the miners 
and subsequent movements from below, 
such as the 1953 East German workers’ 
revolt, revealed to Dunayevskaya that 
the masses’ practice from below had 
the seeds of, was itself a form of, theory. 
With such a realization, she could dis-
cern a new philosophic moment, Abso-
lute Negativity as New Beginning, as 
the philosophic vantage point for con-
structing a revolutionary organization 
and its newspaper—weapons for social 
transformation. The two-way road be-
tween action and thought became the 
key for founding News and Letters and 
its newspaper. In turn our celebration 
needs to be a reaching for the future 
with this concept of theory/practice.

 Eugene Walker
Mexico

***
When the miners asked in 1949 

“what kind of labor should a human 
being do,” it was because they were fac-
ing such a horrendous monstrosity, the 
continuous miner. The question of “what 
kind of labor” must go beyond the specif-
ic job. Htun Lin gets right to where eco-
nomics interfaces with humanism (“Re-
claim our labor,” March-April N&L). In 
healthcare it’s right there: the patient 
and the caregiver as people vs. economic 
data. Nurses are so militant because 
they try to maintain health care as a hu-
man relationship. David M’Oto

Oakland, Calif.
***

I go to Kaiser Mental Health and 
gave Htun Lin’s article on the “CNA 
nurses strike” (Jan.-Feb. N&L) to my 
caregiver. She was so excited to read it 
and learned a lot from it. A major is-
sue of the mental health workers is the 
shortage of staff. It’s bad for the patients 
too as there’s a six to eight week wait for 
follow up appointments.

Retiree
Los Angeles

•
PRISONERS IN USA

The life of 
political pris-
oner Mumia 
Abu-Jamal 
is in serious 
danger. His 
blood sugar 
has skyrock-
eted a num-
ber of times 

recently, his skin is leathery, the diet 
being given him in a prison hospital is 
completely inappropriate and he is thin! 
Finally, after much begging, some visi-
tors, including his brother, Keith Cook, 
were allowed into his sick room to visit. 
Supporters of Mumia are calling for him 
to immediately obtain independent, spe-
cialized medical (non-prison) treatment. 
To be part of the movement to get Mumia 
the medical help he needs, see http://
www.freemumia.com/. Mumia is a for-
mer Black Panther, member of MOVE, 
and has been unfairly imprisoned for the 
killing of police officer Daniel Faulkner.

Mumia supporter
Chicago

***
As you may or may not know, Texas 

prisons do not pay for work or duties 
performed. And this joint and individual 
struggle for pay continues. Please con-
tinue my subscription, as N&L is most 
informative about other struggles being 
advanced and argued in various arenas 
throughout the world. There are in ex-
cess of 40 persons who read and share 
my copy. Prisoner

Iowa Park, Texas

TO OUR READERS: Can you 
donate $5 for a prisoner who cannot 
pay for a subscription to  N&L? It 
will be shared with many others.
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This only makes it more important to heed the 
words of Syrian revolutionary Yassin al-Haj Saleh, who 
has criticized the Western Left’s inability to see under-
lying realities in the Middle East: 

“The problem is that their narrow anti-imperialist 
worldview only sees Obama, Putin, Hollande, Erdoğan, 
Khamenei, Qatari Emir Hamad, Saudi King Abdullah, 
Hassan Nasrallah, and Bashar al-Assad. Possibly they 
see also Islamic State leader Abu Bakr al Baghdadi. We, 
rank-and-file Syrians, refugees, women, students, intel-
lectuals, human rights activists, political prisoners…
do not exist. I think this high-politics, Western-centered 
worldview is better suited for the right and the ultra-
right fascists” (New Politics, Winter 2015).

In fact, events across the region testify to the fail-
ure of world imperialism and local rulers to impose 
their wills. Whatever seeming alliances exist among 
various state actors and their local clients, the inco-
herence among them is more significant. Thus the 

U.S. works openly with 
Iranian-supported Shia 
militias in fighting the Is-
lamic State in Iraq, takes 
a rhetorical distance from 
Iran’s client Assad in Syr-
ia, and participates in the 
Saudi bombing campaign 
against the Houthi militia 
in Yemen that Iran sym-
pathizes with.

That U.S. relations 
with Saudi Arabia are no 
more coherent could be 
seen in the testimony giv-
en to Congress, by Com-
mander of U.S. Central 
Command General Lloyd 
Austin, on the bombing in 
Yemen: “I don’t currently 

know the specific goals and objectives of the Saudi cam-
paign, and I’d have to know that to be able to assess the 
likelihood of success.”

What does stand out in the last four years of 
U.S. policy toward the Middle East is its consistently 
counter-revolutionary role, from its support for Egypt’s 
military to its efforts to limit international support 
for Assad’s secular opponents, and from its silence on 
Bahrain’s repression of protesters to its part in short-
circuiting Yemen’s Change Square by pushing instead 
a transition to a new president.

While Iran and Saudi Arabia, along with Israel, 
have long threatened regional war as rhetoric, the real-
ity of the Arab Spring revolutions has made sure that 
they enter into it in various defensive postures. They 
aren’t attempting to expand their regional influence so 
much as to avoid the loss of influence—more, the exis-
tential threat—that they see in the potential overthrow 
of regimes in Syria, Bahrain and Yemen.
YEMEN IN THE CROSSHAIRS

The extent to which current war moves are direct-
ed against the Arab Spring can be measured in Yemen, 
where both Houthi militia members and their Sunni op-
ponents were represented in Change Square in Sana’a 
in 2011. There they worked and debated alongside other 
forces in Yemeni society—including, for a short time, 
women—breaking down sectarian divisions in the aspi-
ration for a new society. This mostly involved everyday 
people, and not the “leadership class.”

One of the first moves toward the current crisis was 
the imposition of a political blueprint on the revolution 
that left the Houthis unrepresented. Now the Houthi 
leadership finds itself in an uneasy alliance with for-
mer dictator Ali Abdullah Saleh, who controls parts 
of the old military. This fatal compromise belies their 
“revolutionary” pretense—as do attempts to impose 
dress codes and other sanctions on women in Sana’a, 
and the shooting of protesters in Taiz and Torba.

Former President Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi’s le-
gitimacy is further discredited by the Saudi patronage. 
The Saudis are the world’s largest importers of weap-
onry, and the U.S. is promising to further supply them 
with whatever is necessary to conquer small, impover-
ished Yemen. Civilians are already dying. Hadi’s recent 
effort to co-opt South Yemen’s desire for independence 
appears to have been a non-starter, as he was forced 
to flee Aden and ended up in Saudi Arabia. There he 
is serving as the figurehead for a reactionary alliance 
including the Gulf monarchies, fundamentalist Sudan, 
and Egypt’s military regime under Abdel Fattah el-Sisi.

Sisi, who presents himself as secular, is forced to 
participate in this alliance—despite his wishes for rap-
prochement with Iran—by his dependence on Saudi fi-
nancial largesse. They have contributed billions of dol-
lars to his regime. The new Saudi rulers, under King 
Salman, are calling in that debt. 
EGYPT: FEAR OF A SECOND REVOLUTION

At home Sisi presides over ferocious repres-
sion, murdering peaceful protesters like Shaimaa al-
Sabbagh, jailing more, and suppressing all dissent, 

Decaying social order shows need for philosophy, revolution
continued from p. 1

At a national march on Washington last Decem-
ber that was called by Al Sharpton’s National Action 
Network, some youth demanded the microphone. Be-
fore the mike was cut off, Elzie declared, “This move-
ment was started by the young people. We started this. It 
should be young people all over this stage.”2

In New York, two young women were mostly re-
sponsible for organizing the massive 60,000 strong Mil-
lions March. Both are artists, Synead Nichols, 23, and 
Umaara Elliot, 19. 

This fight against racism explicitly confronts the 
state. In Wisconsin, after the police murder of unarmed 
19-year-old Tony Robinson in March, thousands of 
African Americans, university students and professors, 
high school students and workers marched through the 
streets of Madison. Brandi Grayson with the Young, 
Gifted and Black Coalition proclaimed, “The purpose of 
this march and this movement is [to] connect the dots be-
tween the different forms of injustice and how it all leads 
back to state violence. Stripping resources from our local 
communities is state violence. Cutting hundreds of mil-
lions from the University of Wisconsin is state violence. 
The non-taxation of corporations and the over-taxation 
of the poor and middle class is state violence.” 

What is new is not that women of color have taken 
huge responsibility for a movement; what is new is that 
it is now, albeit often grudgingly, acknowledged. Women 
are refusing to step back and are challenging men who 
tell them they should. LGBTQ people are right there 
too. The battle is not yet won. Andrea Ritchie, director 
of New York City’s Streetwise and Safe, an organization 
working with Queer youth of color, in speaking of the 
fact that so many women of color have also been mur-
dered by New York cops, said, 

“[Women] never become part of the story of state vio-
lence. No matter how many women are in the leadership 
of the movement challenging police brutality, our experi-
ences are never at the center of the conversation.” 

Women of color are also the largest part of the 
workers fighting for a living wage at companies like 
Walmart and McDonald’s, both of which recently bowed 
to pressure and promised blanket wage raises for their 
lowest-paid employees. The raises, however, come no-
where near a living wage and did not apply to franchis-
es or contractors, and the struggles continue. April 15 
protests demanding $15 an hour went ahead in several 
cities, drawing thousands of workers. (See report, p. 3.)

It is no accident that Black Lives Matter events 
keep crisscrossing with strikes and protests for a $15 
minimum wage. In these movements it is widely un-
derstood that we are up against an establishment, even 
a social system. The same forces cheering on cops who 
kill Blacks also support busting unions, throwing peo-
ple off food stamps, shutting down abortion clinics, and 
legalizing discrimination against LGBTQ people.

The philosophy of liberation reveals that struggles 
for freedom are as integral to the history of the U.S. as 
is its history of systemic racism. This insight—and the 
actual tracing of that history in American Civilization 
on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard and other Marxist-
Humanist works—are central to the 60 years of News 
and Letters Committees. It is a time period in which, as 
American Civilization on Trial put it:

“The Black dimension in the U.S. as well as in Af-
rica showed that we had, indeed, reached a totally new 
movement from practice to theory that was itself a new 
form of theory. It was this new movement from practice—
those new voices from below—which we heard, recorded, 
and dialectically developed. Those voices demanded that 
a new movement from theory be rooted in that movement 
from practice and become developed to the point of phi-
losophy—a philosophy of world revolution.”

This philosophical foundation becomes even more 
urgent today, when the election of a Black president 
cannot hide the resurgence of virulent racism, from 
the police killings of young people to the code words of 
national politics, from resegregated schools to racially 
slanted budget cuts in government jobs, unemployment 
benefits and Medicaid. 

II. Things fall apart
The overall crisis in the economy and politics is 

global. Most starkly, the U.S. occupation of Iraq and 
Afghanistan, enveloped in empty rhetoric of democracy 
and human rights, has in reality meant direct killings, 
torture and baseless imprisonment of many civilians, 
as well as collaboration with warlords and authoritar-
ian figures such as Iraq’s former Prime Minister Nouri 
al-Maliki, handpicked by the Bush administration, 
whose oppressive sectarianism helped fuel the rise of 
the Islamic State (IS or Daesh). The hollowness of that 
rhetoric is seen as well in how women’s freedom—one of 
the justifications for the U.S. war in Afghanistan—has 
been pushed aside. The worsening situation for Afghan 
women, whose slim gains in education and bodily in-
tegrity are rapidly being destroyed, is treated by the 
U.S. as an inconvenient fact best ignored. (See “Afghan 

2.  Gene Demby, “Protesters Of Police Violence Divided By 
Generation,” Dec. 14, 2014, NPR Weekend Edition.

women demand justice,” p. 2.)
For eight years President Obama has vowed to 

end the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, but he has been 
dragged back by ever newer waves of fighting and by 
the weakness and corruption of the client regimes set 
up by his predecessor. As an alternative to “boots on 
the ground,” he has ramped up the drone war that has 
hastened the disintegration of Yemen and Pakistan.

Obama may seem the opposite of the hubris of the 
Bush-Cheney administration’s illusion that it could re-
shape the earth at will. However, it was Obama who 
had to admit ruefully that his major accomplishments 
include being “really good at killing people. Didn’t know 
that was gonna be a strong suit of mine.”3

It is not only that global power politics overrides 
even a top leader’s subjective desires. It is that in this 
realm of supreme alienation, the consciousness of “good” 
and “bad” turn into each other. In Hegel’s analysis,

“This type of spiritual life is the absolute and uni-
versal inversion of reality 
and thought, their entire 
estrangement, the one 
from the other; it is pure 
culture. What is found 
out in this sphere is that 
neither the concrete re-
alities, state-power and 
wealth, nor their deter-
minate conceptions, good 
and bad, nor the con-
sciousness of good and 
bad (the consciousness 
that is noble and the con-
sciousness that is base) 
possess real truth; it is 
found that all these mo-
ments are inverted and 
transmuted the one into 
the other, and each is the 
opposite of itself.”

Hegel could speak so incisively to our age be-
cause he was writing of an age in crisis, and our age 
is characterized by the totality of its crisis. The birth 
of Marxist-Humanism and therefore the 60 years of 
News and Letters Committees emerged from that total 
contradiction, in which counter-revolution is in the very 
innards of revolution. Those who aim for a new society 
are forced to confront the question of what happens af-
ter revolutionary conquest of power—not in the sense of 
a blueprint but its very opposite, the need for absolute 
liberation as a process, in which self-activity of masses 
and self-determination of the idea of freedom unite to 
propel revolutionary transformation forward until the 
divide between mental and manual labor is abolished.

From its beginnings, Marxist-Humanism recog-
nized such a drive in the questions coming from work-
ers about “What kind of labor should a human being 
do?” in search of “no division between thinking and 
doing.” (See “Miners inspired Marxist-Humanism,” 
March-April 2015 N&L.) Thus, our first book, Marxism 
and Freedom by Raya Dunayevskaya, held:

“…the workers have been acting out Hegel’s Abso-
lute Idea and have thus concretized and deepened the 
movement from practice to theory….It is the totality of 
the present world crisis which compels us to turn to 
Hegel and his Absolutes….”4

In the absence of successful social revolution, to-
day’s total crisis is shown in a world capitalist order 
that is falling apart economically, politically, environ-
mentally, and in thought. That does not mean that we 
can wait for capitalism to collapse and step aside for a 
new society. On the contrary. Its desperation makes it 
that much more vicious, and it threatens to doom all of 
humanity with it.

The transformation of the “mission accomplished” 
2003 invasion of Iraq into a failed occupation is one as-
pect of the crumbling of the post-Cold War “new world 
order” (so named by the first President Bush). This de-
feat for U.S. imperialism is hardly an unqualified vic-
tory for freedom fighters, as it has led to sectarian con-
flict and the rise of IS.

A. Arab Spring: 
Revolution and war

In the case of Arab Spring, the efforts of global 
and regional imperialist powers to suppress the his-
toric wave of uprisings have led, after four years, to 
a growing regional war. In particular, Iran and Saudi 
Arabia have faced off along the lines of their respective 
religious sectarianisms. The Iranian state’s genocidal 
support of Syria’s Assad regime, and the Saudi efforts 
to suppress revolution in Bahrain and Yemen—which 
would become direct threats to monarchical rule on the 
Arabian Peninsula—lay the basis for a potential sectar-
ian holocaust.

The U.S. views narrow nationalist and sectarian 
forces as generally less dangerous than actual libera-
tion movements like those that created the Arab Spring. 
3.  Mark Halperin and John Heilemann, Double Down: Game 

Change 2012 (Penguin Press, 2013), p. 55.
4.  Raya Dunayevskaya, Marxism and Freedom, pp. 37, 39. continued on p. 8

Bombed-out neighborhood in Yemen. Eyewitnesses say this house “was 
destroyed on the heads of all the occupants” on April 12.

Abubakr Alhamdani
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developments in the Middle East retain the ability to 
become a tripwire toward even greater, world-scale dev-
astation. Perhaps he was simply seeking the most likely 
allies for his racist denial of Palestinian rights, begin-
ning with the right of self-determination represented 
by statehood. (See “Death in Yarmouk,” p. 1.)

Despite Netanyahu’s rhetoric, nothing has better 
served the Israeli Right than the brutal efforts by Iran 
and Assad, Sisi and Saudi Arabia, to crush the Arab 
Spring rebellions. For the Israeli rulers, those revolu-
tionary moments provided a challenge on the level of 
ideas, which could not be defeated militarily.

The Arab Spring has challenged all ruling class-
es, and also all revolutionaries. At the same time, it 
challenges revolutionary philosophy to rise to its full 
height, alongside the subjects of revolution, and help 
bring about a new, more human society. 

B. Economic weakness and 
shifts in global politics

Setbacks in the Middle East epitomize the chal-
lenges to U.S. dominance. Its global power reached a ze-
nith in the 2003 conquest of Iraq, which quickly trans-
formed into a festering occupation sapping the vitality 
out of both Iraq and U.S. imperialism. The aftermath 
also undermined the ideological pretensions that U.S. 
intervention fosters democracy. From outright invasion 
of Iraq to serial massacre by drone in Yemen, the results 
led not to a stable Middle East serving as a reliable oil 
supply integrated into a U.S.-topped world market, but 
rather disintegrating societies riven by violence.

Late March saw U.S. special operations forces 
evacuated from Yemen, dealing a severe blow to U.S. 
“counterterrorism” capabilities in the whole region. 
Saudi Arabia followed up by taking the lead in outside 
military intervention into Yemen, leaving the U.S. in a 
supporting role.

In another arena, China, after being blocked by the 
U.S. from attain-
ing a significant 
role in the World 
Bank, created its 
own Asian Infra-
structure Invest-
ment Bank. The 
U.S. suffered a 
political defeat 
when its demands 
to shun the bank 
were rejected by 
50 countries, in-
cluding close al-
lies South Korea, 
Israel, Saudi Ara-
bia, and half the 
European Union.

All the chal-
lenges notwith-
standing, the 
U.S. is still the 
only military/
economic super-
power. Only Rus-
sia approaches 
the planet-decimating capability of its nuclear arsenal. 
Hence U.S. efforts to rein in Iran’s nuclear capability 
raise the question, not only why the U.S. is enabling In-
dia’s nuclear program, but, more importantly, why the 
U.S. and Russia continue to modernize their arsenals 
instead of taking a single step toward nuclear disarma-
ment, flying in the face of their official, treaty-bound 
commitment.

Too much of today’s Left is fixated on opposing the 
U.S., as if that translates into, or substitutes for, oppos-
ing capitalism-imperialism as a system and struggling 
for a new human society. As if revolution is somehow 
helped by refusing to utter a single word of criticism of 
Russian President Putin—and pretending that his cli-
ent mini-states in eastern Ukraine are the basis for so-
cialism in one county! In reality, workers in these “peo-
ple’s republics” face anti-labor repression even more 
severe than those in the west.5 Right-wing politicians 
stifling the movement from below in the west have only 
been helped by the reactionary and military-imperialist 
activities of Putin and his clients in the east.

The post-World War II age has been characterized 
by the crisis in production via capitalism’s law of mo-
tion. That law issues from capitalism’s basic dialectical 
inversion: the domination of dead labor (capital, in the 
forms of value, money, production machinery) over liv-
ing labor. It is spelled out as an accumulation of wealth 
at one pole and, at the other pole, of misery, toil, un-
employment, and revolt. From its beginning, Marxist-
Humanism singled out automation as a new stage of 
production, bringing speedup, unemployment, and re-
volt, including a new stage of cognition expressed by 
coal miners’ raising the question of what kind of labor 
should a human being do, as noted earlier. (See “Miners 
5.  See “Stop These Beatings of Ukrainian Trade Union Ac-

tivists” and “Slavery in the Donetsk and Luhansk ‘Peoples 
Republics’” at ukrainesolidaritycampaign.org.

especially from the Left—though at first the pretext 
was removing from office the highly unpopular Muslim 
Brotherhood administration of Mohamed Morsi.

The intensity of repression reveals the Egyptian 
rulers’ fear of a second, deeper revolution in the home 
of that most exciting of Arab Spring revolutions, where 
the occupation of Tahrir Square shone with the light 
of new human relations in embryo. Lacking a philoso-
phy of revolution, the movement fell prey to capitalist 
ideology that substituted elections for real self-determi-
nation through continued self-organization of masses 
in motion. The constricted democracy of bourgeois elec-
tions reduced itself to a choice between a representa-
tive of the old Mubarak regime and the Muslim Broth-
erhood’s Morsi. When Morsi’s presidency too revealed 
itself as anti-labor as well as anti-woman, mass discon-
tent resurfaced—but the masses, still not armed with a 
philosophy of revolution, failed to prevent the military 
from taking advantage of the situation with a coup that 
has essentially restored the old regime with new faces. 

While Sisi was able to take advantage of the in-
ability of the Egyptian revolutionaries to articulate a 
concept of second negativity—what they were for as 
a total break with existing social relations, not only 
what they were against—nevertheless, his devious 
path to power illustrates Karl Marx’s point about the 
difference between social and merely political revolu-
tion. Between the spirit of Tahrir Square, aspiring to 
a radically new and different society, and the attempts 
to reduce that by the rulers, lies Marx’s point: “however 
limited an industrial revolt may be, it contains within 
itself a universal soul: and however universal a politi-
cal revolt may be, its colossal form conceals a narrow 
spirit” (“Critical Notes on ‘The King of Prussia,’” 1844). 
SYRIA IN JAWS OF COUNTER-REVOLUTION

The collapse of Assad’s forces in Busra al-Sham and 
then Idlib City showed again the ultimate weakness of 
his genocidal regime, propped up by the “respectable” 
world for the last four years. Assad’s regime has now 
killed over 200,000 Syrians, most of them civilians, and 
forced over 10 million people out of their homes, the 
worst refugee crisis of the century.

Secretary of State John Kerry’s recent statement 
that the U.S. must eventually negotiate with Assad fur-
ther worsened the stench of U.S. responsibility for the 
carnage inflicted upon the Syrian people. As the revo-
lutionaries of Kafranbel wrote on March 22: 

“Obama! Doing nothing is hard, you never know 
when you’re done. Haven’t you ever heard about NFZ [a 
No Fly Zone] to protect civilians?”

Rather than a No Fly Zone, the U.S. shares air-
space with Assad’s air force over Syria. U.S. planes 
bound for the support of Kurdish forces in Rojava, in 
their fight against the Islamic State, cross paths with 
Syrian planes filled with barrel bombs or chemical 
weapons bound to decimate civilian neighborhoods.

The Syrian Revolution hasn’t respected the rhe-
torical or real lines of differentiation among the various 
ruling classes, but rather exposed the reality of class 
society itself. In having to oppose both the Assad regime 
and the fundamentalist counter-revolution from with-
in—beginning with, but not limited to, IS—the revolu-
tion has given a fresh impulse to revolutionary thought. 
(See “From the U.S. to Ukraine, crises and revolts call 
for philosophy,” May-June 2014 N&L, and “The Syrian 
Revolution and its philosophy,” Nov.-Dec. 2014 N&L.) 

While endlessly identified with Syria in bourgeois 
media, IS was born in Iraq. It grew as a result of the 
U.S. invasion and subsequent occupation, which nur-
tured some of the most retrogressive tendencies in 
Iraq—for instance, encouraging sectarianism, keeping 
Saddam’s anti-labor laws in effect, and giving only lip 
service to women’s rights.

But IS was created not only in the shadow of im-
perialism, but also in its image. From the massacres of 
indigenous Iraqis and Syrians, to the piratical primi-
tive accumulation of capital through robbery, slavery 
and rape, the nihilistic IS embodies the fundamental 
inhumanity and brutality that remain at the heart of 
capitalist society.
THE IRAN-U.S. DEAL AND ISRAEL

Along with IS, what also grew from the salt sowed 
in Iraq’s soil by the U.S. occupation was Iran’s magni-
fied regional influence. That is one side of the double 
weakening—of the U.S. in the Middle East and of Iran 
internally—that resulted in the tentative agreement on 
Iran’s nuclear activities. Iranian “hardliners” who pre-
viously excoriated any chance of compromise suddenly 
fell in line with the deal. What they did not mention 
was the discontent among the Iranian masses—who 
oppose not only U.S. economic sanctions on their coun-
try but the state’s repeated willingness to sacrifice the 
masses’ living conditions for the sake of building its 
arsenal. Neither the masses nor the rulers have forgot-
ten the “Green Movement” whose suppression in 2009 
drove it underground but did not eliminate dissent.

In appealing to the most reactionary elements in 
U.S. politics to try to scuttle the Iran deal, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was demonstrating that 
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inspired Marxist-Humanism,” March-April 2015 N&L.)

The increasing ratio of dead over living labor also 
leads to the tendency of the rate of profit to fall, since 
only living labor can create value, and therefore sur-
plus value. In the mid-1970s the full force of the fall-
ing rate of profit made itself felt in the first global re-
cession since the 1930s Great Depression. It was only 
through a concerted class war against labor—busting 
unions, driving down wages, cutting social services and 
benefits, globalization with plenty of people in poor 
countries desperate to compete for jobs—that capital-
ism achieved a slight rebound in the rate of profit. The 
new global crisis of the Great Recession of recent years 
heralded a resumption in the decline. The IMF’s April 7 
report “Lower Potential Growth: A New Reality” points 
to “persistent lower growth” since the crisis, one reason 
being low business investment. Six years after the of-
ficial end of the recession in 2009, the rate of profit and 
economic growth remain low.
AFRICA RISING—OR FALLING?

Even where capitalism’s boosters tout “Africa ris-
ing”—with the World Bank projecting 4% economic 
growth in sub-Saharan Africa, a slowdown but still well 
above a global average of 2.9%—people’s lives tells a 
different tale.

The ravages of Ebola in West Africa are a case in 
point. Healthcare systems in Liberia and Sierra Leone 
were devastated not only by civil wars fueled by the 
world economy’s thirst for blood diamonds, but by neo-
liberal structural adjustment programs. Imperialistic 
exploitation was the main reason that, as the World 
Health Organization reported, “no fundamental public 
health infrastructures were in place, and this is what 
allowed the virus to spiral out of control.”6 

While the Obama administration’s response was 
slow, what tamed the epidemic was self-organization 
of affected communities: “Communities taking respon-
sibility for their own future—not waiting for us, not 

waiting for the 
government, not 
waiting for the 
international 
partners, but 
starting to orga-
nize themselves,” 
according to Pe-
ter Graaff, the 
leader of the UN 
intervention in 
Liberia.7 

Rosy scenar-
ios about Africa’s 
future develop-
ment overlook 
climate change. 
Left unchecked, 
in Africa alone it 
will worsen the 
spread of patho-
gens like Ebola 
and HIV from 
animals to hu-
mans, destabilize 
agriculture, in-

crease heat waves and air pollution, and force millions 
of people to move due to drought and other effects. In 
a few decades, it could overwhelm all efforts made to 
reduce poverty and illness.
CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE  
BANKRUPTCY OF THOUGHT

Climate justice is another movement where youth 
are in the forefront, along with Indigenous peoples from 
many countries. Students are gradually pressuring 
colleges to divest from fossil fuel stocks. As of mid-April, 
26 colleges and 44 cities and counties, most of them in 
the U.S., had committed to divest. On April 10, a pro-
test of 150 students at the seat of Yale’s administration 
ended in the arrest of 19 students who refused to leave 
until the administration agreed to a real discussion. At 
Swarthmore College, a similar occupation lasted three 
weeks and at the University of Mary Washington an-
other lasted two weeks. A sit-in at Harvard continues 
at press time.

On April 12, 25,000 Canadians protested in Quebec 
City, as other demonstrations took place in other Ca-
nadian cities, demanding significant action on climate 
change, above all stopping expansion of tar sands ex-
traction and of oil and gas pipelines.

As in most countries, the majority of U.S. residents 
(including half of Republicans) see global warming as a 
problem and want the government to take action; 78% 
favor limits on greenhouse gas emissions by businesses. 
However, the federal and state governments are replete 
with fanatics and opportunistic liars who deny the real-
ity of harmful, human-caused climate change. 

6.  “What this—the largest Ebola outbreak in history—tells 
the world,” report by the World Health Organization. 

7.  Norimitsu Onishi, “Empty Ebola Clinics in Liberia Are 
Seen as Misstep in U.S. Relief Effort,” April 12, 2015, New 
York Times.
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March 4, 2015, rally demanding that Lesley University in Cambridge, Mass., divest itself from 
stocks of fossil fuel companies.

Peter Bowden
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The bankruptcy of thought is also seen in govern-
ment-mandated lies. Seventeen states now force doctors 
to tell women lies that abortions cause breast cancer, or 
that a fetus can experience pain even before its nerves 
are developed, or that depression including suicide rou-
tinely follows an abortion. Now Arizona has passed a 
bill forcing doctors to say “it may be possible to reverse 
the effects of a medication abortion…” This lie depends 
on an untested procedure that could be dangerous. 

People with disabilities are also under attack. 
Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner has made his consider-
able fortune out of exploiting the disabled and elderly 
in his many nursing homes. He wants to balance the 
budget on the backs of those least able to afford it and, 
he thinks, least able to fight back. As a woman who 
cares for her severely handicapped daughter put it: 

“My  daughter is a person with disabilities, and I 
work as her personal attendant. If these cuts go through, 
I fear that Rauner will cut the hours my daughter can pay 
me, leaving us without 
enough money to sur-
vive. I would also  lose 
my health insurance 
and could no longer 
get the  medications 
that keep me out of the 
hospital” (“Budget cuts 
are death sentences!” 
March-April 2015 
N&L).

Ironically, it would 
cost many times more 
for the state to care for 
her daughter, but that 
way the money can 
line the pockets of the 
rich, rather than sustain a mother/daughter relation-
ship and people caring for others in their own homes.

From southern states like Tennessee to Midwest-
ern Iowa, plundering the disabled poor is a favorite 
technique for balancing budgets. Disability Rights 
Iowa had to file a complaint with the federal govern-
ment charging Republican Governor Terry Branstad 
with failing to meet the state’s obligation to provide 
services to disabled Iowans. These heartless policies 
mean death for some, shortened lifespans for others, 
and deepened misery for tens of thousands.

Politics at the federal level appears some-
what different. But, like laws denying global 
warming and defunding infrastructure, the in-
tractability of Republicans in Washington is not 
just partisan politics. It is a manifestation of a 
desperate ruling class that does not believe in its 
own future, so that a very substantial part of that 
class is focused on the short term, and the future 
be damned.

The biggest underlying reason for that non-belief 
in this society’s future is the persistence of the eco-
nomic crisis. The administration and many economists 
tout the recovery that is under way in the U.S., but 
they cannot escape mentioning how incomplete it is in 
employment and wages, although they may not bother 
to mention the increasing precariousness of so many 
people’s jobs, income and housing. Nor do they mention 
how little recovery there has been in the rate of profit, 
or the very real possibility that the recovery, such as it 
is, could be wiped out by a new recession. They do have 
to admit that the U.S. cannot escape its linkages to the 
rest of the world, and economic problems are increas-
ing in China, while Europe is still struggling, and other 
important economies such as Brazil’s and Russia’s are 
in trouble.

III. Greek masses in peril
Europe’s crisis finds a concentrated expression 

in Greece. With its economy contracting, poverty, un-
employment, inequality and foreclosures have shot up 
since the onset of the Great Recession. Income has fall-
en, and many families have had their utilities shut off 
and lost access to affordable healthcare.

The European Union’s bailout of the Greek govern-
ment is in reality a means to make the Greek people 
pay to bail out European banks and international capi-
talist investors. As always, the austerity involves not 
just reducing government deficits but “reforms” lifting 
labor and environmental regulations on businesses 
and privatizing important economic sectors, mostly by 
selling them off to multinational corporations based in 
Europe, North America and China. The point is to in-
tensify exploitation of labor and raise profits.

The cause of the Greek crisis is, of course, not the 
alleged laziness of Greek workers, who work more hours 
on average than workers in most European countries 
or the U.S. It is not caused by some unique corruption 
of Greek society but rather by the crisis of capitalism 
globally, which has left Europe in stagnation and hit 
Greece and other countries like Spain and Ireland par-
ticularly hard because of their peripheral relationship 
to the centers of international capital like Germany.

Capitalism’s disintegration is the context for re-
volts like the Greek strikes and occupations, which 

Even politicians who want to take action can 
hardly get started. President Obama has done more to 
reduce emissions in the past year than all Presidents 
combined in all the years before that, including himself. 
And yet it adds up to nowhere near what is needed to 
avoid catastrophic warming. 

The same is true of the U.S.-China climate deal, 
which essentially just restated actions the two coun-
tries were already planning. And even that is under at-
tack as Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell leads 
a propaganda campaign against the alleged “war on 
coal” and urges states to defy the regulations. 

The urge for action is mounting in the face of su-
perstorms and the ruinous drought afflicting California 
and much of the U.S. West. But the ruling class and rul-
ing ideas resist the fundamental, revolutionary social 
transformation needed to halt capitalism’s momentum 
toward climate chaos. They are ever more attracted 
to the illusion of quick fixes through geoengineering, 
that is, artificially modifying the environment by, for 
example, spraying huge amounts of sulfates into the 
atmosphere to block sunlight. The only certainty about 
the effects is that there would be massive unintended 
consequences. The fact that it is even under consider-
ation reveals the desperate lengths the status quo is 
willing to go to avoid admitting that the present mode 
of production has long past outlived any usefulness to 
humanity.

While the development of industrial capitalism has 
always depended on fossil fuels, their use skyrocketed 
after World War II. Defining characteristics of that new 
stage of production are automation and the use of huge 
quantities of ever-growing varieties of synthetic chemi-
cals, especially petrochemicals. 

At the same time, the human and social impact of 
the new stage of production fostered resistance in vari-
ous forms, beginning with the 1949-50 general strike of 
coal miners opposing the introduction of the automated 
“continuous miner,” and later with the Ban the Bomb 
movement and environmental struggles. 

So deep is the bankruptcy of thought emanating 
from today’s total crisis that science, though needed for 
capitalism’s productivity, profits and weapons, is under 
attack. This year West Virginia joined four other states 
with laws inviting climate denial to be taught on an 
equal footing with science in public schools. Republi-
cans want to cut the budget for climate research, and 
their budget includes cuts to CIA and Defense Depart-
ment programs for climate research. Staff in certain 
state agencies in Florida and Wisconsin have been or-
dered not to talk about climate change.

C. Whiff of fascism
There is more than a whiff of fascism pervading 

local, state, national and international politics. One 
of the best examples is the theocrat Roy Moore, Chief 
Justice of Alabama, who, in ordering a ban on same-
sex marriage in that state, defied not the supposedly 
“Left” Barack Obama, but rather the most reactionary 
Supreme Court in decades. This is the Court that en-
abled plutocrats like the Koch brothers to pervert elec-
tions with unlimited money, that gave its blessing to 
employers denying women access to birth control, that 
invariably sides with businesses over workers, and that 
gutted the Voting Rights Act. 

Moreover, Moore’s appeal to the law of God—as 
determined by him—trumping the U.S. Constitution 
managed to rally not just the KKK but, initially, the 
majority of the state’s probate judges to his defiance, 
even knowing they would soon be ordered to grant wed-
ding licenses to same-sex couples. 

This mentality worships the police and is anti-sci-
ence, anti-environment, anti-healthcare, anti-welfare, 
and, most especially, anti-union, anti-immigrant, anti-
Black, anti-women, anti-Queer. Much of it is playing 
out on the state level. 

In some cases, such as laws in Indiana and Ar-
kansas using “religious liberty” as a cover for bigotry 
against LGBTQ people, protests were furious enough—
including a March 28 rally of several thousand in 
Indianapolis—to win a partial retreat by those states’ 
Republican governors and legislators.

Forced pregnancy, another hallmark of fascism, is 
also increasingly evident in the U.S.—especially among 
poor women. So horrendous has been the avalanche of 
anti-abortion legislation that the cost of an abortion has 
gone up sharply. Now added to the price of the proce-
dure are long trips, money for babysitters, losing work 
days and maybe even a job, overnight stays in motels, 
all made necessary by insulting and ridiculously long 
waiting periods and loss of clinics nearby. 

In Texas, after state government officials cut 
funding for Planned Parenthood and defunded other 
women’s clinics to the tune of $70 million, over 200,000 
Texas women lost access to reproductive healthcare 
services—including birth control and cancer screen-
ings. As shown by a study done in 2012, 7% of women 
seeking abortions tried to end their pregnancies them-
selves. In the Rio Grande Valley it was 12%. The num-
ber today is no doubt much higher.
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helped inspire Occupy Wall Street. At the same time 
this outlived but still powerful and vicious social system 
will not go away quietly. Its desperation has breathed 
new life into fascist movements like the Golden Dawn 
party, which achieved a third-place finish in Greece’s 
January elections.

The first-place finish by the self-proclaimed radi-
cal Left party Syriza was clearly propelled by the revolt 
against austerity. Precisely because Syriza promised 
to break with austerity, the real lords of the European 
Union, first of all the German state and its capitalists, 
are intent on making an example of Greece by keeping 
it in the stranglehold dictated by them. Using all the 
financial leverage at their disposal, in February they 
forced Syriza to sign an interim agreement recognizing 
their authority and promising to maintain previously 
established “reforms.” They even pressured Syriza not 
to pass a humanitarian law geared to decrease fore-
closures and electricity shutoffs and to aid people in 

dire poverty. The law 
was passed, but un-
der the shadow of the 
EU’s implicit threat 
to withhold funding in 
the June round of nego-
tiations. The economic 
squeeze on Syriza is 
at the same time in-
tended to be an ideo-
logical prison for the 
working masses of Eu-
rope. Greece is not the 
only European country 
that met the crisis with 
militant occupations, 
strikes and protests.

The ideological strangulation of revolution 
driven by the ruling class has its counterpart 
in the retrogression in thought also in the Left. 
Syriza is not exempt. It ran on a program of sav-
ing capitalism from itself. Its Finance Minister, 
Yanis Varoufakis, justifies his approach through 
a revision of Karl Marx’s theory, undermining 
the basis of the law of value and surplus value. 
(See “Greece: postmodernism in power,” March-
April 2015 N&L.) 

The Left Platform, an internal opposition with-
in Syriza, criticizes Varoufakis and Prime Minister 
Alexis Tsipras, but is on the same ground. It favors 
an exit from the Euro monetary union as the only op-
tion. Costas Lapavitsas, a Member of Parliament who 
sides with Syriza’s Left, declared, “For Syriza to avoid 
collapse or total surrender, we must be truly radical,” 
warning against the illusion that Syriza could “change 
the balance of…forces in Greece and Europe…without 
breaking out of the monetary union and without com-
ing into all-around conflict with the European Union.” 
Still, Lapavitsas and the Left Platform also want to save 
capitalism. He praises Keynesianism as “the most pow-
erful tools we’ve got, even as Marxists” and dismisses 
Marx’s law of the tendency of the rate of profit to fall as 
“terrible economics and a fetish.”8 As steeped as he is 
in the monetary theory of administering capitalism, the 
limits of the “truly radical” shine through his disdain for 
revolutionary theory:

“You don’t need socialist revolution in Greece, and 
you don’t need to overthrow capitalism in Greece to get 
rid of austerity….Politics…isn’t about theorizing, and it 
isn’t about lecturing in small rooms and so on. Politics 
is about society as it is….And the sooner that Marxists 
realize that, the more relevant and realistic their own 
positions will become.”

In contrast to the Left Platform’s illusions about 
breaking austerity within capitalism by breaking with 
the Euro, Antonio Negri and Raúl Sánchez Cedillo dis-
play an opposite illusion that remains on totally non-
revolutionary, statist ground.9 Saying nothing about 
the law of value, their basic economic category is debt, 
which somehow translates into “a European currency” 
being the bulwark against “the powers of global fi-
nance.” This currency will be democratized “by the ma-
jority of the European democracies,” so that instead of a 
banner of revolution we have “the central themes of the 
welfare state” and “democratic control of the European 
currency. This is the storming of the Bastille today.”

One of Spain’s new Left parties, Podemos—which, 
like Syriza, is steeped in postmodernist theory—has 
also made a splash among the international Left. Its 
founder, Pablo Iglesias, sees the path to change through 
winning elections, since “the duty of a revolutionary is to 

8.  Michael Roberts ably criticizes Lapavitsas’s dismissal of 
Marxian economic theory, and his illusions about Greece’s 
ability to limit devaluation to 20% and negotiate a 50% 
debt write-off (“Greece: Keynes or Marx?” https://thenextre-
cession.wordpress.com/2015/03/14/greece-keynes-or-marx/), 
yet Roberts stays confined within the vantage point of a 
Left government aiming to introduce “socialist measures” 
from above.

9.  “The hope of the democratic monster, between Syriza and 
Podemos,” http://transversal.at/blog/The-hope-of-the-demo-
cratic-monster.

continued on p. 10

A group of supporters thanking abortion providers at the “Pink House,” the last 
abortion clinic in Mississippi.
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win….That’s why we must bring together everyone who 
is committed to change and decency, which is nothing 
more than turning the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights into a manual for government….[Our program 
is] what any social democrat in Western Europe would 
have talked about thirty or forty years ago.”

Tellingly, he invokes Lenin, without naming him, 
as a genius able to for-
mulate a simple mes-
sage. In the 1917 Rus-
sian Revolution, “He 
didn’t talk to the Rus-
sians about ‘dialectical 
materialism,’ he talked 
to them about ‘bread and 
peace.’ And that is one of 
the main lessons of the 
twentieth century.”

It is no accident 
that Iglesias separates 
Lenin’s concrete politi-
cal message from both 
philosophy and revolu-
tion, in keeping with his 
own party’s pragmatic, 
reformist approach. 

Lenin prepared for the 1917 revolution with a 
return to Hegel and a philosophic break with exist-
ing Marxism, including his own past. And while he is 
rightly critiqued for not making that philosophic break 
public so that it could help future generations confront 
the transformation of the successful 1917 revolution 
into opposite, he did fight to make his Bolshevik Party 
promote loudly to all the workers and peasants not just 
“bread and peace” but “All power to the soviets!”

What unites all these current tendencies is not the 
question of whether Syriza’s program is radical enough 
but rather that their program, the program of the Left 
Platform, the program of Podemos and those of promi-
nent Left critics of these parties, all are programs for 
taking power and using the state either to save capital-
ism from itself or to move toward socialism—but are not 
based on releasing the self-activity of masses in motion 
as the prime mover of social transformation. 

To use Lenin’s phrase, they are not based on the 
masses, “to a man, woman, and child,” controlling pro-
duction and the state. Revolution is virtually absent 
from their concepts. And nowhere in sight is the ques-
tion of what happens after revolution, when it can be 
transformed into its opposite or move forward toward 
freedom. Nowhere is there recognition of the fact that 
counter-revolution comes not only from the economic 
and military power of today’s ruling classes and their 
states but from their ideology, and that the philosophy 
of revolution in permanence is therefore needed to re-
sist counter-revolution coming from within—before, 
during, and after the revolution.

When Karl Marx faced this kind of unprincipled 
unity, his answer began with making the distinction 
between joining together for actions and bargaining 
over principles. He did not stop there but went on to 
sketch a general view of the direction society needed 
to go after the revolution, “when a new generation can 
finally see all its potentiality put an end once and for 
all to the division between mental and manual labor,” 
as Dunayevskaya put it.10 Marx opposed a Lassallean 
concept of organization that accepted the division be-
tween mental and manual labor, viewed the masses as 
backward, and therefore sought a shortcut to socialism 
through the state.

Much of the Left is intoxicated by the apparent 
path to power through broad, somewhat indiscriminate 
unity—never distinguishing between power to the Left 
and power to the masses in motion. Many would like to 
emulate that path by silencing theoretical differences 
in order to forge unity, perhaps electing one or two so-
cialist city council members. The smell of even potential 
power fogs the historical memory. It is not so pleasant 
to recall where this disastrous path led in the 1930s. 
The spontaneous actions of the masses, including occu-

10.  See “On THE Philosophic Point and Dialectics of Orga-
nization and Philosophy,” March-April 2014 N&L; also The 
Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism, p. 7.

pations of workplaces, defeated fascism in France and 
dealt it a severe blow in Spain’s revolution; however, 
Popular Front governments stifled those spontaneous 
actions and ended in the Right’s victory. When the Left 
takes over administering the crises of capitalism today, 
where will the vision of an alternative—a society on to-
tally new, human foundations—be? 

There is a crying need to recognize, as negative 
and positive, the char-
acter of the age we 
live in. It is the age of 
state-capitalism—in-
herent in which is the 
administrative mental-
ity that is manifested 
in the kind of program 
and approach we are 
critiquing, the search 
for a path to power for 
the Left rather than for 
the masses. That ap-
proach is at the same 
time an abandonment of 
revolution, of thorough 
anti-capitalism, and of 
philosophy. At the same 
time this is the age of the 

movement from practice that is itself a form of theory, 
and of the new stage of cognition that is what the 60 
years of Marxist-Humanist organization are all about. 

IV. Marxist-Humanist 
organization & philosophy

Thus, with eyes of today we revisit those 60 years 
as newspaper, as organization, as philosophy. The ques-
tion is how this history speaks to the revolutionary 
needs of the age. 

In the 1950s, Marxism and Freedom anticipated 
both the Black revolution of the 1960s and the begin-
ning of the end of Russian totalitarianism, when the 
book singled out the Montgomery Bus Boycott as a new 
stage related to the new stage in the Hungarian Revo-
lution’s workers’ councils, and saw both as world phe-
nomena. And as we approach the 20th anniversary of 
the Srebrenica massacre, let us recall the importance of 
News and Letters Committees’ work on Bosnia, as seen 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina: Achilles Heel of Western ‘Civili-
zation.’ Specifically for today’s situation:

“…the  new  that this organization dug out, philo-
sophically and not only politically, in the  meaning  of 
the incredibly persistent demand to keep a multi-ethnic 
society alive. Without grasping that, the illumination 
Bosnia sheds on all of our work, especially our work 
right here at home, gets lost. It is not a question of 
‘liberalism’ or simply judging all events by their ‘multi-
ethnic character,’ as some seem to think. On Jan. 14 
[1996] we put the question of our effort to ‘universalize 
the lessons of the freedom struggle in Bosnia’ squarely 
as  proof  of our perspective of opposing today’s retro-
gression ‘by bringing philosophy to bear on reality in a 
new way.’ Which did not mean ‘ab novo’ but as grounded 
in the methodology Dunayevskaya had worked out as 
distinctly Marxist-Humanist. The question, whether 
in Bosnia or right at home, is the relation of Subjects 
of revolt to philosophy and the role of a group like us 
in working out that triangular relationship needed to 
overcome the terrible retrogression today. Though that 
took the form of outright genocide in Bosnia, what 
was demanded was not only a defense of the Bosnians 
as victims, but finding with whom we could ally as sub-
jects who could help to uproot today’s whole degenerate 
society.”11

As much as Europe’s rising Left parties represent 
a newness in organization that is not new but rather a 
new form of the old—essentially Lassallean—concept, 
the Marxist-Humanist concept of philosophy and orga-
nization is rooted in Marx but is a concept that could 
not have found expression until our age. 

That begins with the philosophic moment of 
Marxist-Humanism in Raya Dunayevskaya’s 1953 
“Letters on Hegel’s Absolutes” (reprinted in the 
Sept.-Oct. 2014, Nov.-Dec. 2014 and Jan.-Feb. 2015 
issues of N&L). Their plunge into philosophy 
found a new basis for revolutionary organization 
in Hegel’s absolute negativity, or negation of the 
negation. There she singled out the need to go be-
yond transitions to the need for “a new revolt in 
which everyone experiences absolute liberation.”

With that vantage point, the letters conclude with 
her philosophical breakthrough making a category of 
the movement from practice to theory and to the new 
society, with practice being “implicitly the Idea” and in 
that way a form of theory. That dual movement would 
not be complete without the movement from practice 
being met by the movement from theory to practice and 
to philosophy, so that Hegel’s climactic statement that 
“it is the nature of the fact, the notion, which causes 
the movement and development, yet this same move-
11.  Olga Domanski, presentation to the Resident Editorial 

Board meeting of Feb. 12, 1996.

continued from p. 9

Decaying social order shows need for philosophy, revolution
ment is equally the action of cognition” became for 
Dunayevskaya a philosophical anticipation of the new 
society with the end of the division between mental and 
manual labor.

The entire development of Marxist-Humanism 
centers on concretization of the breakthrough achieved 
in the 1953 “Letters on Hegel’s Absolutes.” Spelling 
this out as the total uprooting of the old and the cre-
ation of new human relations, in concrete relationship 
to struggles for freedom in practice and in theory, is at 
the heart of projecting Marxist-Humanism, and there-
fore of its organizational life. 

While Dunayevskaya lived, she continually sought 
to develop and concretize the philosophic moment of 
Marxist-Humanism in an organizational expression, 
including the quest for growth of News and Letters 
Committees as organization. Organization is a crucial 
catalyst for social revolution not only succeeding in 
overthrowing the old order but continuing the dialectic 
of second negation until an entirely new human foun-
dation for society is established. 

This year the foremost task flowing from that is 
organizational growth. We have left that altogether 
too abstract. For Marxist-Humanism it does not mean 
recruitment in the sense of the vanguard parties. But 
that does not allow us the excuse to substitute the aim 
of growth, or self-development, of those who are already 
members, as important as that is, for the need to proj-
ect Marxist-Humanism in so concrete a way as to open 
doors to self-development and revolution for people 
who do not yet know that they need to walk through 
those doors. It is as crucial to have a thriving Marxist-
Humanist organization as it is to engage in the battle of 
ideas. Organization building cannot be separated from 
development of theory, concretization of philosophy, 
which is what concrete projection requires.

Therefore part of our discussion of perspectives 
must be how concretely we intervene in ongoing move-
ments. Our dialogue in the Black Lives Matter move-
ment is not limited to noting the racist character of U.S. 
capitalism, in which the criminal injustice system’s vio-
lent, systemic racism is rooted. We show that the his-
tory of this racism and its economic roots is also the 
history of the revolt against it, with Black masses as 
vanguard, and the history of freedom ideas so powerful 
as to pave a two-way road between Abolitionism and 
Marx, and one between U.S. revolt and African revolu-
tions. Philosophy is no less indispensable than activism 
for the movement to result in the kind of fundamental 
transformation needed.

In relation to the movement of and in support of 
prisoners, printing the voices of prisoners speaking 
for themselves adds an essential dimension to ideas of 
what is inhuman about this society and what it would 
take to become truly human. We aim this year to deep-
en the philosophical dimension and two-way nature of 
our dialogue with prisoners.

Our dialogue in solidarity with freedom struggles 
abroad such as that in Syria highlights both the truths 
that are not revealed in the mainstream media and the 
philosophical developments that are integral to the 
struggle. This year we will increase our efforts to deep-
en those struggles’ relationship to our organization and 
its philosophy, so as to unleash the self-determination 
of the idea needed to make self-determination real. 

Unseparated from that is the needed international 
growth of Marxist-Humanist organization, first of all in 
Mexico, where our co-thinkers created an organization 
and have begun publishing Praxis en América Latina as 
a printed newspaper in Spanish.

This year we will use our newspaper, our new and 
improved website, and the forthcoming web availability 
of the Raya Dunayevskaya Archives, “Marxist-Human-
ism: A Half-Century of Its World Development,” to en-
able more people across the world to encounter not only 
Marxist-Humanist ideas but the organization rooted in 
them, so that organization can truly be the individual’s 
relationship to revolution.

For the point of it all is to uproot this racist, sexist, 
heterosexist, class-divided, alienated society and estab-
lish a new, human society.

—The Resident Editorial Board, April 15, 2015

Visit the News & Letters website: www.newsandletters.org and 
leave a comment after an article and start a conversation.
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Raya Dunayevskaya 
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Selma’s mindset
by Robert Taliaferro

Selma. It is a word that resonates amongst a cer-
tain generation as a quintessential event of the 1960s 
Civil Rights Movement. It creates a living memory of 
racism, manifested in a manner that was generally un-
fathomable to the average person of that age.

In the 1960s, there 
was no internet, no 24-
hour cable news, no 
cell phones capturing 
events live, then post-
ing them for the world 
to see. In the 1960s the 
type of violence that 
was attached to that 
word wasn’t thought to 
be in the general dis-
position of what white 
folks would do to others 
unless provoked. It was 
more in the nature of 
what those Black folks 
do in Watts or Newark, 
the projects of Chicago and Harlem, New York, or in 
East St. Louis—or what those “hippies” are doing on 
college campuses protesting the war in Vietnam.
THE LUDICROUSNESS OF ‘WAIT AND SEE’ 

In reading Charles Denby’s “Continuing Magnolia 
Jungle terror exposes reality of ‘Great Society’” (see 
March-April 2015 N&L), one is struck by how poignant 
and presciently modern Denby’s thoughts were and 
how very little has changed today. Denby references 
Johnson’s “Great Society” and how many lauded the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 as the answer to a prayer. Some 
saw it as the solution to 400 years of oppression, noting 
how Black leaders at the time were preaching patience 
and tolerance, feeling that demonstrations were not the 
way to effect change, defining a “wait and see” posture 
to see how the government would enforce the newly 
minted act.

“Wait and see” when it comes to issues revolv-
ing around Civil Rights is often a ludicrous proposal. 
Proponents of that aspect of social reform would today 
point to Obama as this nation’s first Black president 
and shout from the pulpit, “See what happens when you 
are patient.” It’s true that many people of color would 
never have expected to see that occur in their lifetimes, 
yet events soon gave the impression that Obama’s elec-
tion was more like an illusionist sleight-of-hand rather 
than a lasting change in social and cultural idealism 
and policy. 

It’s ironic that 50 years after “Bloody Sunday” the 
name of the bridge has not changed, and that Selma 
is still rooted to its past. As the nation’s first Black 
president and the first family celebrated with those 
who were there, the bridge that they crossed retains its 
name as a dedication to a former Grand Dragon of the 

Duluth, Minn.—Shannon Miller, the only women’s 
hockey head coach the University of Minnesota, Duluth 
(UMD) has ever known, has been fired after 16 seasons. 
“Discrimination rears its ugly head in many forms, and 
I feel I have been discriminated against because I’m 
a woman. I feel I have been discriminated against be-
cause I’m gay,” she said.

The national Campus Pride organization suspend-
ed UMD’s LGBT-friendly designation. Then, on Feb. 
20, 13 Senators from the Minnesota Legislature signed 
a letter criticizing the firing and demanding “further 
information on the reasoning behind the termination.” 
On Feb. 24, Mark Dayton, the Governor of Minnesota, 
joined with the 13 Senators and at a press conference 
criticized the treatment of Miller. 

Despite her 382 wins, 10 NCAA Division I 
tournament appearances, seven Frozen Fours 
and a record five national championships, Mill-
er’s program isn’t treated equally to the men’s 
hockey team (whose record is unimpressive). The 
men’s hockey program employs a full-time direc-
tor while the women’s program is part-time. She 
is not paid as much as the men’s coach, who has 
one national championship compared to Miller’s 
five. 

Black said in December that the decision to dis-
miss Miller was a “financially driven decision.” Weeks 
later he said there were “other considerations as well,” 
but insisted that there was no bias against lesbians. 
His statement is difficult to believe as several of the 
gay faculty at UMD told us that they have been “ham-
mered” by threats to silence them from criticizing Black 
publicly. Members of The Queer and Allied Students 
Union told us that there is fear of reprisal. 

On March 27, the UMD administration announced 
that it would be providing a Minor in GLBT Stud-
ies.  Though this was being considered for several years, 
now it has been crammed through without ceremony. 
We have the impression that the male officials at UMD 
are trying to put out fires in all directions.

—Kathleen Cain and Séamas Cain

YOUTH IN ACTION
by Natalia Spiegel

There was a festive atmosphere in Cape Town, 
South Africa, as students, academics, members of po-
litical parties and ordinary residents witnessed the 
removal of the monument of racist imperialist and 
murderer Cecil Rhodes at the University of Cape Town. 
Once it was removed, students jumped on it, hit it with 
wooden sticks and covered the face with plastic. One 
student who had campaigned for it to be taken down 
said, “We finally got the white man to sit down and lis-
ten to us.” 

*   *   *
On March 17 the University of California San 

Diego administration posted a five-day eviction notice 
to the Ché Café Collective ordering them to vacate their 
space. The Collective still hopes that an appeals court 
will rule in their favor. A broad spectrum of individuals 
and organizations signed a petition in support of the 
Ché Café continuing to function as it has for the past 
35 years as a unique and invaluable asset to the Uni-
versity, representing diversity at its finest. 

*   *   *
Turkey’s Ambassador to Lebanon, Suleiman Inan 

Oz Yildiz, was temporarily trapped inside a Beirut 
movie theater on March 18 as Armenian demonstra-
tors held a protest outside. Approximately 60 members 
of the Armenian Youth Federation of Lebanon and the 
Zavarian Student Association held a demonstration at 
the entrance of the ABC Grand Cinema in Ashrafieh. 
Protestors yelled out “Genocide,” “Truth will triumph” 
and “We remember,” and held banners that read, “Rec-
ognize the crime of the century.” 

*   *   *
In Burma, now called Myanmar by its oppressive 

rulers, 65 students and activists were arrested in mid-
March while protesting a new bill which would central-
ize control over higher education. They were cornered 
by police and beaten. President Thein Sein defended 
the police. The arrested could face jail terms of up to 
six years. Protesters called for higher educational in-
stitutions to have more autonomy, for the right to form 
student unions, and for teaching in ethnic minority lan-
guages. 

*   *   *
About 1,000 students and community members 

gathered at the University of Virginia campus in Char-
lottesville in mid-March to demand justice for third-
year student Martese Johnson, who was injured during 
an arrest hours earlier, and appeared in a video with 
a bloody face as officers slammed him to the ground. 
Johnson’s lawyer said Johnson needed 10 stitches in 
his head. Bryan Beaubrun, a UVA student who photo-
graphed Johnson’s bloody arrest, said the officers acted 
with unnecessary force. “He didn’t need to be tackled. 
He wasn’t being aggressive at all.” 

Ku Klux Klan. 
Denby shed light on the social happenings of the 

day in a poignant fashion and 50 years later we can ex-
pand his imagery where he wrote, “What is happening 
in Selma is felt all over the country.” Fifty years after 
Bloody Sunday we can confirm Denby’s analogy that 

not only is racism alive 
and well in the U.S. it is 
thriving. 

Selma was more 
than an historical 
event. What Denby hit 
upon is that it is an at-
titude and mindset of 
not only the perpetu-
ators of racial discord 
that existed in Selma 
50 years ago, but also 
today. It is an attitude 
that is at the founda-
tion of many of this 
country’s most presti-
gious institutions.

THE NEEDED PHILOSOPHY OF REVOLUTION
”What is needed now,” Denby wrote, “is a philos-

ophy of freedom, a total view, to give all of those ac-
tions some meaningful direction. A great society can be 
reached… but it will only come when all of the forces 
moving for freedom come together and move together.”

For Black lives to truly matter, the margin-
alization and exploitation of fear must change. 
For Black lives to truly matter, laws like the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 need to be Constitutional rath-
er than statutory so that they cannot expire or 
be subject to the will of political influences. For 
Black lives to truly matter, after 150 years, a ves-
tige of slavery needs to be stricken from the 13th 

Amendment to the Constitution so that a genuine 
discussion of race can be achieved.

Though we have come a long way as a nation, we 
have not come far enough—not when a Black man can 
be strangled to death by police, and the only response 
is to be retrained. 

If that works, then perhaps the culture itself 
should sign up for classes.

U. of Minn. homophobia Q U E E R N O T E S
by Elise

Malta becomes the first nation in the world to pro-
tect Intersex infants from so-called “normalizing” sur-
gery, leaving it up to Intersex individuals to determine 
their own gender identity and their own choice of any 
or no surgery. The Gender Identity, Gender Expression 
and Sex Characteristics Act also means that Intersex 
and Transgender people’s civil rights are recognized 
and protected. 

*   *   *
Photographer Richard Hedger exhibited his Na-

tional Treasures collection of oft-ignored elderly LGBT 
people as part of the Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi 
Gras festival. His beautiful photographs display Queer 
elderly people from many walks of life who have in com-
mon being part of social change. 

*   *   *
Russia has declared that Transgender and Trans-

vestite people can no longer have drivers’ licenses be-
cause they have a so-called “gender identity disorder” 
which makes Trans people incapable of driving safely. 
The new law also bans other “impaired” people from 
driving, such as those who have amputated limbs or 
who are under five feet tall. The Queer rights organi-
zation Human Rights First, Russian psychiatrists and 
the Association of Russian Lawyers for Human Rights 
have condemned the new law. However, Russia’s Profes-
sional Drivers Union supports it.

*   *   *
Aull4One, an unofficial gay-straight alliance at 

Andrews University in Berrien Springs, Mich., has 
been banned from holding a bake sale for homeless 
LGBT youth. The Dean of Student Life at the evangeli-
cal Christian school had approved their fundraiser but 
campus official Steve Yeagley canceled. Yeagley stated 
that Aull4One’s mission and practices were in “conflict 
with those of the University.” Aull4One then raised 
funds online, raising over $17,000, far surpassing their 
original $2,000 goal.

Los Angeles—On March 3, several hundred people 
of all races rallied and marched from the Union Rescue 
Mission in Skid Row, where a homeless Black man with 
mental problems known as Africa, was shot five or six 
times and killed by six Los Angeles police officers after 
a short fistfight on March 1. Hundreds of homeless—
mostly Black men and women—watched as we marched 
to the sound of Afro-American drums to LAPD head-
quarters. We were also protesting against mass media 
hype justifying the killing because Africa supposedly 
reached for an officer’s gun.

A video on Facebook shows a Black homeless wom-
an picking up an officer’s baton from the ground. When 
two or three cops started toward her, she pointed the 
baton towards them. She is now charged with assault 
on an officer with bail of over $1 million.

We carried signs reading, “Stop Modern-Day 
Lynching!” “Justice for Brother Africa—Stop Killer 
Cops!” “House Keys Not Handcuffs,” and “End the Safer 
Cities Initiative” which had brought 116 LA police of-
ficers into the 50 square blocks of Skid Row.

After a rally at LAPD headquarters, we entered 
the building to give public comment. Chief Beck stated 
the usual: “The investigation is ongoing.” Our com-
ments included, “When you put 160 cops in Skid Row, 
you know that Jim Crow is still alive,” “I can’t believe 
what you say because I see what you do,” “You can’t 
police your way out of homelessness–we need housing 
for the homeless in Skid Row,” and “We deserve to know 
who the officers are.” The names of three of the officers 
involved in the shooting of Africa have since been re-
leased. 
AGAINST INTERNMENT, PRISON, DETENTION!

On April 7, marchers from four directions joined 
up to protest LAPD and Los Angeles County sher-
iffs shooting and killing over 600 unarmed Black and 
Brown youth since 2000. 

I joined the downtown group marching from the 
prison through Union Station, where a die-in took place, 
ending at the Little Tokyo Museum. There a Japanese 
American spoke of his experience being illegally impris-
oned in a concentration camp during World War II. We 
proceeded through Skid Row to the Union Rescue Mis-
sion, then on to LAPD headquarters. This symbolized 
our opposition to the inhumane treatment of Japanese 
Americans during World War II and of prison inmates, 
undocumented immigrants and homeless people today.

The other three marches met us, and we all 
marched to the LA County Board of Supervisors, which 
is financing new prison construction. We held a spir-
ited rally with many family members of victims of po-
lice killings speaking of their grief. There are plans to 
continue the movement in days ahead. —Basho 

Cop killings protested!

VOICES FROM THE INSIDE OUT

March from Selma to Montgomery, Ala., March 25, 1965.
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The story of Yarmouk is one of the most signifi-
cant to emerge from the Syrian Revolution. It was the 
largest of a dozen Palestinian refugee camps in Syria, 
home to over 150,000 Palestinians as well as hundreds 
of thousands of Syrians. The population represented 
all classes, from the very poor to the wealthy, and all 
the Palestinian political factions. It was considered by 
many as the capital of the diaspora, a center of culture 
and thought.

At the beginning of the Revolution, Palestinians 
tried to remain formally neutral. Assad used his proxy 
militia, the PFLP-GC, as well as the private militia 
funded by a local millionaire, in an attempt to intimi-
date the people into supporting his regime. The inevita-
ble breakdown of that situation led to a regime-imposed 
siege that has lasted two years. The population has 
been reduced to 18,000—some estimate even fewer—
most of them once again refugees. Hundreds have been 
killed by starvation.

Beyond this, a months-long drought has added to 
people’s misery. Hundreds of thousands of other ci-
vilians also remain besieged, lacking proper food and 
medicine, in towns and neighborhoods throughout 
Syria. This is on top of the millions of refugees, both 
internal and external.

From the beginning Assad was directing his lim-
itless brutality against both the Syrian Revolution, 
which threatened him directly, and an idea of Pales-
tine that included popular self-determination—the 
Arab Spring as embodied in youth, women and work-
ers—that threatened him as well. This was predictable. 
What is shameful, though, is the silence that has fallen 
over the struggle of Syria’s Palestinians.

Until IS invaded the camp, little attention was 
paid. Little was said by many of those who claim to 
support Palestinian rights. Little was said, and nothing 
done, by the leaders of the Palestinian political factions, 
starting with Abbas and the Palestinian Authority.

The tragedy of Yarmouk is bitter, and will have its 
effect, as illustrated by the words of Ahmad, a resident 
aid worker: “Yarmouk was so significant, it was the 
center of political and cultural Palestinian life, and we 
were closer to Palestine than the camps in Jordan or 
Lebanon or even the West Bank. We lost all of this af-
ter we lost Yarmouk. The regime has tried to take our 
cause. It is damaging it and the idea of Palestine; but 
we know what they did to Palestinians in Lebanon and 
what they are doing to us now.” 

Palestine will live on. Already a younger genera-
tion, having lived through both the hopes of the Arab 
Spring and the revelation of what lengths the rulers 
will go to in order to crush revolution, is beginning to 
find its voice.

(Thanks to Talal Alyan and Mondoweiss for the 
quotes from Yarmouk.)

continued from p. 1

For the first time since the Summit of the Americas 
meetings of heads of state were initiated in 1994, Cuba 
was invited to participate, and an hour-long private 
meeting took place between Raúl Castro and Barack 
Obama. As a result, the Summit had considerably less 
tension than previous ones.

Yet just three weeks before the Summit, 
Obama signed an executive order calling Ven-
ezuela “an extraordinary threat to the national 
security of the United States.” While the Admin-
istration later backtracked on the language, it 
certainly sent a message that the U.S. continues 
to consider Latin America its backyard. No need 
here to defend all of Venezuela’s actions, but the 
U.S. continues its bully role, and not alone with 
regard to Venezuela.

The deeper truth is that the real possibilities for 
social transformation in Latin America, and with it an 
end to U.S. domination with iron fist or velvet glove, lie 
not in the choreographed dance between the U.S. and 
the Latin American governments, including “Leftist” 
or progressive ones, inside or outside the “Summit of 
the Americas.” Rather, it is the important social move-
ments taking place within the various countries of the 
Americas, against their own governments’ rule and 
against U.S. hegemony, which open possible pathways 
for fundamental change. —E.W.

Obama meets Castro

Tulsa, Okla.—The dying man, Eric Harris, says he 
can’t breathe. The cop who’s grinding his knee into the 
back of Harris’ head says, “Fuck your breath!” Who 
could hate cops enough to make up a story like that? No 
need. It happened in Tulsa, April 2. Captured on film.

That isn’t all. The elderly white “deputy” who shot 
Harris, Robert Bates, 73, said he was trying to use his 
taser, instead. A “mistake.” He turns out to be a poorly 
trained but wealthy contributor of cash, cars and video 
tech to the Tulsa Sheriff’s Office, who in return is al-
lowed to play cop for pay—one of many, according to the 
Sheriff’s Office.

Upon review by the Tulsa Police department, “dep-
uty” Bates was declared to be the victim…of stress. 

***
North Charleston, S.C.—Walter Scott was pulled over 

for driving while Black on April 4. Within minutes he 
was dead, shot eight times in the back by Officer Mi-
chael Slager.

Unluckily for Slager, he was captured on videotape 
cold-bloodedly executing Scott; attempting to plant evi-
dence; along with other cops, denying any kind of first 
aid to his victim; and then laughing about it all. In this 
case, Slager has been charged with murder.

***
Chicago, Ill.—On April 16, Mayor Rahm Emanuel 

announced the City of Chicago was creating a $5.5 mil-
lion fund to pay reparations to victims of torture by for-
mer police commander Jon Burge. Over $100 million 
has already been spent on legal costs related to Burge, 
who tortured hundreds of suspects from the 1970s-90s-
-many of whom ended up in prison for decades--and 
who sent 10 men to death row.

Burge spent less than four years in prison, con-
victed of perjury and now collects a pension of  $4,000 
a month.

Eduardo Galeano, 
1940-2015

U.S. police blotter

“When it is gen-
uine, when it is born 
of the need to speak, 
no one can stop the 
human voice. When 
denied a mouth, 
it speaks with the 
hands or the eyes, 
or the pores, or any-
thing at all.”

The indignados 
(outraged) of Latin 
America and the 
world have lost a hu-
man voice of tower-
ing creativity. Edu-
ardo Galeano has 
died. 

He spoke with 
his pen—writer, 
journalist, essayist, historian—a profound wordsmith. 
His Open Veins of Latin America: Five Centuries of the 
Pillage of a Continent captured the pain and sorrow of 
the people of the continent; his many volumes of stories, 
poems and phrases, expressed the spirit and laughter 
of its masses.

 —Eugene Walker

In a day-long orgy of murder on April 2, four al-
Shabaab terrorists invaded the campus of Garissa 
University College and killed 143 students. They took 
hostages and killed them, singling out those identified 
as Christian.

Kenya’s Muslims denounced this hideous crime 
and expressed solidarity with the victims. As with pre-
vious massacres, like the 2013 Westgate Mall killings, 
Somalia-based al-Shabaab means to drive a wedge be-
tween communities. 

Solidarity at the level of the common people hasn’t 
been defeated. The Kenyan elite—both current Presi-
dent Uhuru Kenyatta and rival Raila Odinga includ-
ed—are more problematic. Government responses have 
sometimes included scapegoating of Somali refugees, 
ironically, in flight from al-Shabaab rule.

Al-Shabaab has much in common with other nihil-
istic terror groups it relates to, including al-Qaeda, IS, 
and Nigeria’s Boko Haram. Not least is the way these 
groups, while being repeatedly marginalized and de-
feated, yet piggyback on every counter-revolutionary 
movement to find vile, destructive new life.

by Gerry Emmett
Today’s revolutionary youth have access to such 

high points of revolutionary thought as the works of 
Frantz Fanon and the rediscovered 
late Marx with his insistence that 
revolutionary dialectics of organiza-
tion must include the transcendence of 
economism and Eurocentrism. 

In this regard, the affinity of so 
many, including Black, Latino and 
Third World youth, with the strug-
gle of Rojava’s Kurds—like that in 
Chiapas before—can be of the utmost 
philosophic importance.
DEFEAT OF IS/DAESH 

The defeat of IS/Daesh at Kobane 
was not an end. Rather, it could only 
be the necessary beginning of the lib-
eration of the rest of Rojava occupied 
by IS, and as well, a significant episode in the progress 
of the Syrian Revolution.

Kurdish fighters of the People’s Defense Forces 
(YPG) and Women’s Defense Forces (YPJ) have contin-
ued to push against IS terrorists. They have succeeded 
in liberating many of the hundreds of occupied villages, 
often in cooperation with segments of the Free Syrian 
Army.

However, the devastation caused by IS in Kobane 
illustrates some of the difficulty facing Rojava’s distinc-
tive effort at revolution. There is a struggle to provide 
the most basic services. Refugees have only begun re-
turning. Only one of the four existing hospitals survives 
intact. 
KOBANE IN WORLD SPOTLIGHT

What has changed utterly is the international spot-
light gained by the struggle in Kobane. That marks a 
fundamental turning point for Rojava, as Saddam’s at-
tempted genocide in the aftermath of the first Gulf War 
marked a turning point for Iraqi Kurdistan.

Millions around the world who today identify with 
all that is best in the Rojava experience—the egalitar-

Yarmouk devastation

Rojava, revolution and today’s youth
ian impulse, the empowerment of women, the idea of 
revolution—also represent something new in the his-
tory of the Kurds. As symbols of revolution, they have 

taken a central 
role in world his-
tory.

The impor-
tance of this in-
ternational sup-
port, which has 
even brought 
some to fight 
alongside the 
YPG, was indi-
cated by Urun/
Harvest: 

“It is diffi-
cult to imagine 
that Rojava’s rev-
olution can con-

solidate under the pressure it is facing without detour-
ing. Winning international aid is especially important. 
It is a big deal that the municipality of Empoli in Italy 
has signed a friendship agreement with Kobane recog-
nizing the canton’s system of direct democracy and self-
rule of the people and stressing solidarity. Empoli also 
signed a friendship agreement in 1998 with the Chiapas 
autonomous region where the Zapatistas struggle for 
liberation.”
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEORY

The adaptation of U.S. anarchist Murray Book-
chin’s ideas by Abdullah Ocalan of the Kurdistan Work-
ers’ Party has further served to open international 
perspectives for dialogue. The association made with 
Chiapas and the Zapatistas drives the point home. 

It’s phenomenal to see the potential for uniting 
the reality of freedom struggle with the philosophy of 
freedom become so concrete, so pervasive, as a new 
generation is seeking to grasp the meaning of human 
history as the basis of its revolution. It is a mark of the 
maturity of our age. The Arab Spring, Syria, Kobane, 
Yarmouk could be as important to our time, as the 1905 
Russian Revolution was for the revolutionaries of the 
last century. Human suffering and courage have re-
vealed the essence of our inhuman world.

If this doesn’t convince one of the responsibility of 
the theoreticians, what ever could?

At this year’s World Social Forum in Tunis, Tuni-
sia, Leftists from both eastern and western Ukraine 
came together to reject the further escalation of armed 
conflict—and the Russian “Left” ideologue who has 
been promoting it, Boris Kagarlitsky. This was a sig-
nificant poke at Kagarlitsky’s real boss, Russian Presi-
dent Putin.

The genuine Ukrainian Left has been demanding 
a ceasefire for months. They know Putin’s appetite for 
destruction. They can see how far out on a limb he’s 
climbed with his imperialist propaganda blaring non-
stop over Russian state media. His continuing attacks 
on Ukraine serve to marginalize the working class in 
the industrial east, and to promote the interests of na-
tionalists and oligarchs over the many progressive ele-
ments of the Maidan, the mass movement that over-
threw the corrupt oligarch Yanukovych.

The Tunis joint statement said, “The further es-
calation of the war (including the open introduction of 
Russian forces into Donbas) could have catastrophic 
consequences, and makes the struggle for social rights 
and the activities of trade unions, workers’ organisa-
tions and the Left far harder.”

Ukraine Leftists meet

New Kenya massacre

YPG/YPJ Kurdish fighters (left) have allied with FSA forces (right) to 
fight Islamic State/Daesh.


