
Yemen 
as world’s future?

Standing Rock: the struggle continues

prop up capitalism no matter who is destroyed. One 
of his very first moves was not only to reinstate the 
deadly global gag rule, but to make it worse. He ex-
panded it from banning any organization that even 
mentions abortion from receiving U.S. international 

family planning funds—
about $600 million—to 
include “global health as-
sistance furnished by all 
departments or agencies,” 
about $9 billion. 

This means that 
international non-
government organi-
zations (NGOs) that 
work on issues like the 
Zika virus, maternal 
and child health, HIV/
AIDS, nutrition, tuber-
culosis, Ebola and oth-
er diseases, etc., will 
now have their funds 
drastically cut. When 
access to family plan-
ning organizations 
is destroyed, when 
health organizations 
are muzzled and can-
not even discuss abor-
tion, numerous studies 
show it means more 
abortions, not less—
abortions that are of-
ten illegal, boosting 
maternal death and 
illness. The global gag 

rule kills women, and Trump has now guaran-
teed that even more will die.

As fast as one could take a breath, more out-
rages were perpetrated, often targeting the most 
vulnerable among us. For some they are a death 
sentence.
♀ A renewed effort by Republicans to gut or com-
pletely eliminate the U.S. family planning program 
Title X, a program that prevents a million unplanned 
pregnancies each year and much more.
♀	 Likely defunding Violence Against Women Act 
programs and services, including services for survi-
vors of sexual violence.
♀	 The nomination of Neil Gorsuch to the U.S. Su-
preme Court, who would vote to end legal abortion, 
holds extremely conservative views that threaten 
women’s access to healthcare and reproductive 
rights—as did his ruling in the Hobby Lobby case—
as well as workers’ rights and the separation of 
church and state.
♀	 The promise to repeal the Affordable Care Act, 
causing eight million women to lose insurance cov-
erage; two thirds of them are women of color, and 
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by Robert Taliaferro
If Wisconsin’s Tea Party Republican Governor 

Scott Walker has his way, in 2018 Wisconsin’s Parole 
Commission will be abolished and replaced with a 
“Director of Parole” embedded in the Department 
of Corrections’ (DOC) bureaucracy. According to a 
recent article in the Wisconsin State Journal, this 
restructuring would save an estimated $1.8 million 
over a two-year period.

Out of over 20,000 prisoners in Wisconsin’s 40 
prisons and correctional centers, only about 3,000 
are actually subject to discretionary parole. The re-
mainder are confined under the state’s “Truth in 
Sentencing” (TIS) laws.

TIS prisoners serve a stipulated amount of 
time in prison and have the remainder of the 
sentence served in the community under su-
pervision. They know exactly how much time 
they have to do and when they will be released.

Parole eligible prisoners, however, are subject 
to the Parole Commission, which is often driven by 
political processes, not rehabilitation goals. As a re-
sult, parole eligible prisoners—many in their 60s 
and 70s, in failing health, and with over 30 years 
in confinement—are subjected to the personal preju-
dices of state-employed parole commissioners. They 
do the interviews that are rubber-stamped by a po-
litically appointed parole chairperson.

continued on p. 3

EDITORIAL

by Terry Moon
Even before all the litter had been cleared from 

U.S. President Donald Trump’s inauguration, the 
gigantic Women’s March on Washington—and, it 
turns out, around the world—revealed a new reality. 

Never in history was 
the rejection of a just elect-
ed president—and elected 
only by the anti-democrat-
ic electoral college, not 
by the actual number of 
votes cast—so immediate 
and so overwhelming. The 
massive demonstrations 
that erupted worldwide 
were not only a rejection of 
Trump, but also of the rise 
of fascism from the U.S. to 
India and from Turkey to 
Britain and Germany.
COMMITTED TO 
FIGHTING BACK

That these marches 
were overwhelmingly 
made up of women is not 
only because women took 
the initiative to call and 
plan them; it is also be-
cause the war against 
women is real, it is world-
wide, it is deadly, and we 
are committed to fighting 
back.

To Trump’s inhu-
manity and lies, the 
Women’s Marches expressed a humanism that 
demanded we see the human family for what 
it is: people of color, immigrants, refugees, LG-
BTQ people, the poor, disabled, old and young. 
While the marches were majority white, tens 
of thousands of people of color marched, show-
ing—as they have for decades—that they are 
not just a “part” of the movement, but its life-
blood and brains. 

It is no accident that the Women’s March came 
on the heels of Black Lives Matter and the Arab 
Spring. Black Lives Matter taught the power of 
a particular struggle as a way to make real what 
freedom has to mean for everyone. The Arab Spring 
showed that history is not made by “great men,” but 
by ordinary people who, when they come together, 
can create real democracy in the streets, bring down 
dictators and transform the world. 
DEADLY WAR AGAINST WOMEN

That the world needs transformation was clear 
in the first few days and weeks of Trump’s reign. Ev-
ery move he’s made, every appointment, every dec-
laration or paper signed reveals a selfish mind, hos-
tile to empathy with others and more than willing to 

Women take the lead against 
world retrogression

A few of the quarter million women who marched in Chicago in 
solidarity with the Women’s March on Washington on Jan. 21, 2017.

The struggle at Standing Rock continues. The 
movement to stop the Dakota Access oil pipeline 
became a rallying point for Native American libera-
tion from colonialism and for stopping the fossil-fuel 
exploitation that drives climate change. That also 
made it a target for repression from local, state and 
federal governments who want to destroy the resis-
tance. (See “Stop the Dakota Access Pipeline now!” 
Nov.-Dec. 2016 N&L.)
WATER PROTECTORS UNDER SIEGE

On Feb. 23 the North Dakota Highway Patrol 
launched a military-style assault on Oceti Oyate 
(“The People’s Camp”). The police stormed the camp, 
raiding tipis with guns drawn, pointing them at 
people in prayer. In the rush to escape the raiders, 
17-year-old Fallon, an Oglala Lakota from Wounded 
Knee, S.D., was caught in an explosion and seriously 
burned.

Meanwhile, Bureau of Indian Affairs police 
and federal park rangers raided the Rosebud camp 
on tribal land. (The Oceti Oyate camp was on land 
belonging to the tribe by treaty but the government 
refuses to recognize it.) Both camps were destroyed, 
with 46 people arrested for “trespassing,” including 

some journalists, medics, and military veterans who 
came to shield water protectors from police attacks 
with their bodies.

North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum hypocrit-
ically cited environmental “concerns” should 
the camps’ structures be washed into the Mis-
souri River by spring floods. He did not men-
tion the far greater damage a massive oil spill 
could cause, though the water protectors have 
repeatedly warned of it. “Mni Wiconi” (water 
is life) is the cry of Standing Rock supporters 
worldwide. Burgum also managed to sign four 
laws clamping down on protesters on the very 
day of the assault.

The state, the Army Corps of Engineers and the 
Standing Rock Tribal Council have made clear that 
they want to eliminate the other resistance camps 
that still remain in the area.

The Standing Rock reservation, where Sitting 
Bull was killed in 1890 by federal police aiming to 
decapitate the Ghost Dance movement, today has 
rates of poverty (41%) and unemployment (24%) far 
higher than the country as a whole, and poor schools, 

Parole is broken

The Jan. 29 raid on Yemen, cavalierly approved 
by new U.S. President Donald Trump over dinner 
with his lead adviser, fascist ideologue Steve Ban-
non, is emblematic of the devastating situation in 
the whole of Yemen. U.S. commandos, along with sol-
diers from the United Arab Emirates, swooped down 
at dawn onto the impoverished village of Yakla. 

The plan was to surprise Al-Qaeda operatives. 
Instead, the Navy Seals, one of whom was killed, 
were immediately engaged. They then unleashed a 
reign of terror against the entire village. Twenty-
five civilians, including eight children, ages three 
months to 11 years old, were killed. When the Seals 
were through, much of the village was destroyed, in-
cluding the school, clinic and mosque.
CITIZENS SURROUNDED BY TERROR

Ordinary Yemenis, struggling to live free and 
just survive in a world that has forsaken them, are 
in the crossfire of terror from internal reactionaries 
and multiple competing regional and global powers 
who have no regard for human life.

This February marks the sixth anniver-
sary of the Arab Spring movement coming to 
Yemen, when in 2011 youthful demonstrators 
in Change Square in the capital city of Sana’a 
took on the 32-year-old dictatorship of Ali 
Abdullah Saleh. Saleh’s murderous response 
to the demonstrations, which grew to include 
other layers of the population, brought opposi-
tion not only from political opponents but for-
mer allies and even within his own clan. 

The monarchies of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) initiated a power-transfer plan in what be-
came hailed as a “Peaceful Revolution.” Saleh, who 
warned of a coming bloody civil war, was given im-
munity. But the spirit of unity and new passions for 
freedom that emerged in Change Square were never 
reflected in the unity government led by Abed-Rabbo 
Mansour Hadi.

Hadi was put into power in an “election” in 
which he was the only candidate. The astute Yemeni 
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Prisoners: ‘Shout Their Names’
Editor’s note: Families of prisoners who were de-

clared suicides at California Institution for Women 
(CIW) continue to speak out. Their efforts resulted 
in a “retirement” of the CIW warden and now a leg-
islative audit of all California prisons’ suicide pre-
vention procedures. Below we print the testimony 
of Sheri Graves and the sister of Kayla Moore. (See 
“Women prisoners: ‘Shout Their Names’” Jan.-Feb. 
2017, for more testimony.)

Sheri Graves: I am here because Shaylene was 
found dead in her cell at CIW on June 1. My daugh-
ter served eight years, starting at age 19. The total 
amount of money they got from all the robberies was 
$400. She did eight years for that! She had never 
been in trouble before, was 10 credits from graduat-
ing from high school. Her release date was July 27. 

I talked to her on May 30, talking about coming 
home in six weeks. She was asking what kind of cell 
phone would we get for her, what clothes will you 
bring for me? Two days later I get a call from CIW 
that my daughter had died in custody at 3:00 AM. I 
was devastated. We got no answers, no information. 
I had to find the coroner who had her body, and it 
took three weeks before I could even get the body.

Sheri Graves read from the letter she wrote 
to the Los Angeles Sentinel  which ends: “A year 
ago,  Shaylene  wrote a business plan for her  fu-
ture  not-for-profit organization called ‘Out of the 
Blue,’  a resource for newly released inmates, offer-
ing  the services she learned—transitional support 
and empowerment coaching....

“The prison system failed my daughter. The pris-
on system failed her son, Artistlee. The prison system 
failed our family, her friends and everyone she would 
have blessed with her vision for her organization. 

“Most of all, the prison system had failed to pro-
tect her life. She lost her right to freedom in order to 
pay her debt to society. But, she wasn’t supposed to 
lose her right to life and  protection while incarcer-
ated.”

Kayla Moore’s sister: Kayla Moore was Black, 
Transgender, and mentally ill. But she was also 
the person you’d gravitate to. She was the scariest, 
outgoing, fun, bubbly. She loved to talk. When her 
schizophrenia became more apparent, you still liked 
her. She loved to write, was a published poet. She 
had style.

The night they murdered her [Feb. 12, 2013] 

by Artemis

she was in her home, cooking dinner with friends. 
Her roommate was there, as was her caregiver. Her 
roommate noticed she was a little off, maybe off her 
medication, but she was not a danger to herself or 
others. Her roommate did the only thing that was 
possible, he called the police. The police knew who 
she was; they had been to her apartment before. 

The first thing they did was to run a warrant 
check on the person who made the call and on Kay-
la. When they found an old warrant, which was 
not even for Kayla, they decided to arrest her. She 
was surprised and turned to make a phone call to 
straighten things out. The officer grabbed her. She 
was terrified. When you are Transgender that is the 
worst place to go. You will be traumatized, brutal-
ized again. She pulled back and fell. Five or six of-
ficers tried to put her in a “wrap” device. She was a 
big girl, 355 lbs. After two minutes in the device they 
finally checked on her and realized she had stopped 
breathing. They started chest compressions, but not 
one of them would do the life-saving breath.

The police did everything they could to block the 
release of the incident report or the coroner’s report. 
One of the things that stood out to me was one of the 
officers looking at her body said, “What is it? A he or 
a she?” She is not an “it”! She was someone’s child, 
someone’s sister, and she was dead.

Right now, our only option to get justice is to file 
a civil lawsuit in federal court. 

We stand with 
Planned Parenthood

Chicago—On Feb. 10, a day before anti-abortion 
fanatics planned to mob Planned Parenthood clinics 
across the U.S., pro-choicers rallied at the Thompson 
Center downtown. 

The event featured an open mic, which 
was quite a powerful tool as women spoke of 
their own abortions; an adopted person spoke 
of the difficult life they had led, showing that 
adoption was no substitute for an abortion; 
clinic defenders spoke of the severe harass-
ment women experience just trying to walk 
into a clinic; another spoke of the experienc-
es women have at phony clinics called crisis 
pregnancy centers, where women are told lies 
about abortion, lies about how far along their 
pregnancies are, hoping to delay women from 
being able to get an abortion, and more. 

I spoke about fighting for over 40 years for the 
right to control our bodies, and how before abortion 
was legal in Detroit the state attorney general was 
using helicopters to arrest women who were sedated 
waiting to have an abortion at clandestine clinics; 
how at state legislative hearings only men spoke, 
pontificating about abortion as if they knew what 
they were talking about, which they didn’t—but they 
would be the ones making the decision. I concluded 
that this struggle to control our own bodies was a 
freedom struggle, because we could not be free if our 
bodies did not belong to us. That is why reproductive 
freedom is so important and so worth fighting for.

The next day Catholic-Church-funded 
anti-choice zealots laid siege to Planned Par-
enthood clinics across the country to demand 
“defunding,” even though not one penny of 
federal money pays for abortions. We were ral-
lying the day before because Planned Parent-
hood asked activists not to counter-protest at 
their clinics, fearing it would frighten patients 
who see two groups screaming at each other. 

Nevertheless, what anti-abortion fanatics en-
countered the next day were counter-demonstrators 
at 150 Planned Parenthood clinics in 45 states who, 
more often than not, outnumbered the fanatics—
sometimes ten to one, as in St. Paul, Minn., where 
500 fanatics were drowned out by 5,500 abortion 
rights activists. —Terry Moon

As part of a campaign to raise awareness about 
the violent reality of prostitution, the French femi-
nist charity Movement du Nid created a fake escort 
service site “Girls of Paradise.” Men looking for pros-
titutes click on an image of a woman and a message 
appears, telling how the real woman was murdered 
or injured by a client or pimp. Then the photo chang-
es to show the woman’s injuries and the statement: 
“When you are a client of prostitution, you are an 
accomplice to the violence they face.”

* * *
In October, the Argentinian feminist collective 

Ni Una Menos (Not One Less) led “Black Wednes-
day,” the first region-wide Latin American march 
against femicide and male violence against women. 
Thousands in Uruguay, Paraguay, Perú, Chile, Ven-
ezuela, Colombia, México, Honduras, Guatemala, 
Ecuador, and Spain took part. They have called for 
an International Women’s Strike on March 8, In-
ternational Women’s Day. Thirty countries plan to 
march with the slogan “Solidarity is Our Weapon.” 

* * *
Russian President Vladimir Putin signed an 

amendment changing first-time domestic violence 
assaults from criminal to civil offenses and reducing 
the penalties. Feminists protested, while the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church praised it as “strengthening 
the family.” A Russian newspaper quoted an evolu-
tionary psychologist known for pseudoscientific rac-
ist studies as saying that women should be “proud of 
their bruises” and quoted a proverb that “if he beats 
you, it means he loves you.” Nadya Tolokonnikova of 
Pussy Riot warned: “Putin is building a new conser-
vative order all around the world; he’s doing his best 
to create a retrograde, misogynistic, morally and 
economically corrupted empire.”

* * *
Lian Zaher Nasser, a 19-year-old Arab-Israeli 

woman, was murdered along with 38 others when an 
ISIS terrorist opened fire in a nightclub in Istanbul, 
Turkey, on New Year’s Eve. Thousands attended her 
funeral, including hundreds of young Arab-Israeli 
women there in defiance of fundamentalist Muslims 
claiming her death was divine retribution for cele-
brating a Christian holiday with men where alcohol 
was served. Even religious “moderates” asked what 
Muslim women were doing in a nightclub, compar-
ing it to a brothel. Arab members of Israel’s parlia-
ment joined many Muslims of the younger genera-
tion in stating that Nasser had done nothing wrong.
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Review: The Disappearing L: Erasure of Lesbian 
Spaces and Culture, by Bonnie J. Morris

Bonnie Morris sets out to solve the mystery 
of the disappearance of 
the groundbreaking les-
bian culture of the 1970s-
1990s. This culture was 
rooted in feminism and 
beneficial to women in 
general. It included wom-
en’s music, which allowed 
Lesbians to hear songs 
about their own experienc-
es for the first time and 
helped many participate 
in the recording industry 
through feminist record 
companies. Women’s mu-
sic festivals gave these 
musicians a chance to per-
form. Women were given a sense of confidence on 
seeing the technical and labor aspects of these fes-
tivals handled completely by women. Some festivals 
held workshops on topics important to feminism, in-
cluding racism and classism. 
IMPORTANCE OF SENSE OF SAFETY 

The sense of safety and ability to meet other 
Lesbians at festivals was also provided by feminist 
bookstores. Many women, including Lesbians, had 
a fondness for the written word because they were 
finding their history and others like themselves. 
Before the second wave of feminism, few businesses 
would hire women, and schools and libraries would 
only hire them if they were single. Lesbians trans-
lated this into Lesbian and feminist literature of 
fiction, poetry and nonfiction. Feminist bookstores 
felt safe to women cautious of checking out books on 
Lesbianism from the library or being seen going into 
a Gay bookstore. Social ostracism and job loss were 
more common in the past than today.

Some reasons for the decline of these insti-
tutions included economics and new technolo-
gy. Many bookstores have gone out of business 
due to the internet and big box bookstores. 
Morris also finds that Lesbian culture has a 
cyclical history of renewing itself in new forms 
after declining or being stamped out in times 
of repression.

Sexism also had a hand in the decline of the cul-
tural institutions and loss of history of the second 
wave feminist generation of Lesbians. Part of this is 
an internalized sexism that pits women against each 
other. Morris writes that women who had taken radi-
cal steps of rejecting marriage and often motherhood 
to form all-female communities found themselves 
labeled stodgy and boring by the next generation. 
Conflicts over politics were overemphasized instead 
of celebrating the careful group processing of theory 
and policies at festivals and in political groups. Most 
members of the next two generations rejected the fe-
male focus and called themselves “Gay” or “Queer.” 
THE TRAGEDY OF A LOSS OF HISTORY

Like mainstream culture, Morris states, the 
LGBTQ movement tends to be male-dominated and 
to ignore female accomplishments, culture, history, 
scholarship, ideas, and issues. The success of the 
LGBTQ movement, in turn, had caused it to blend 
in with mainstream culture rather than to critique 
its basis in patriarchy and capitalism. In spite of the 
activism and accomplishments of Lesbians, they are 
rarely included in mainstream history or museums.

Morris compares the loss of Lesbian busi-
nesses and community to the similar loss expe-
rienced by African Americans when segrega-
tion was abolished. In both cases, there have 
been important protections put in place by 
laws and more freedom to participate in main-
stream culture. However, there is still danger 
from bigotry, as well as a danger of having 
one’s identity defined by mainstream culture. 

Morris also draws strong comparisons with Jew-
ish culture, especially since many leaders, thinkers 
and performers in lesbian culture have been Jewish. 
Both emphasize justice, learning and an identity as 
outsiders. She states that Jewish culture can pro-
vide a model for navigating issues of separatism and 
assimilation and for carrying the writings of the 
past generations into the future.

This book explains the importance of past Les-
bian culture, in part through comments collected 
by the author from festival participants. It also ex-
plains the importance to all women of preserving 
one’s history. —Adele

‘The Disappearing L’
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In Wisconsin there are “old law” and “new law” 
prisoners. Old law are prisoners who have been in 
the system for over 30 years, and, with the excep-
tion of the administrations of two short-lived parole 
chairmen over the past 40 years, few old law prison-
ers get paroled. Under the six years of the Walker 
administration, only 5% of parole eligible prisoners 
have been released. This amounts to about 25 people 
over that six-year period.
BAD PRISON FINANCES 

Walker’s plan to save $1.8 million by abolishing 
the parole commission should be balanced against 
the nearly $200 million spent in the same two-year 
period to keep aging parole-eligible prisoners behind 
bars, especially when the majority of them have 
proven over decades that they could be released and 
become productive members of the community.

Walker’s plan fits neatly with the prison 
industrial complex’s numerous innovative 
ways to allegedly save taxpayers’ money on 
the one hand, while siphoning funds off on the 
other. In Wisconsin, for example, programs are 
forced on parole-eligible prisoners that have 
no tangible impact on rehabilitation, yet do 
impact the bottom line based on stipends paid 
for each prisoner taking those programs.

A prisoner does not even have to successfully 
complete the program for money to be doled out. 
On the whim of a DOC facilitator a prisoner can be 
terminated from the program and then be required 
to take it again and again until they are deemed to 
have completed it, with funds allocated each time.
‘REHABILITATION’ USED AS EXTORTION

Wisconsin’s current parole commissioners use 
those programs as extortion. Even if a program is 
created five years from now, if a prisoner is told to 
take the program, they will if they want to get out of 
prison or get into to a less restrictive environment.

These programs are run by the DOC. If Walker 
gets his way, a DOC employee with no independent 
oversight can dictate when they feel a prisoner is 
ready for parole by virtue of meeting program goals 
or other criteria that could—and likely would—re-
flect the decision-maker’s personal prejudices.

This is not to say that parole-eligible pris-
oners are being treated fairly now. But at least 
under the present system change is possible 
when a new governor appoints a new parole 
chairperson who has veto power over a pa-
role commissioner’s decision if they feel it was 
improper or unfair. Under Walker’s plan this 
oversight would not exist, exacerbating the 
problems of an already broken system.

A more viable plan is to commute life sentences 
of old law lifers to 45-50 years. This would eliminate 
the need for the parole commission, as Wisconsin’s 
“Mandatory Release” (MR) laws would be in effect 
for those prisoners, many of whom have already 
reached the time frame that would expedite their 
release.

This would immediately save Wisconsin about 
$45 million a year and would accomplish the unac-
knowledged goal of retribution for the crimes prison-
ers committed. In the next five years the state would 
save millions of dollars more as others reached their 
MR date.

Reform is not repackaging antiquated concepts 
that are ill-defined; reform demands changes that do 
not operate in a political vacuum. Unfortunately, re-
form under people like Walker will never bring that 
kind of change.
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Standing Rock struggle continues WORKSHOPTALKS
housing and healthcare. American Indians also have 
the highest rate of being killed by police.

In the waning days of the Obama administra-
tion, the Army Corps had finally conceded the need 
for a full environmental 
impact statement before 
the pipeline work under 
the Missouri River could 
be allowed, as required 
by federal law. That 
changed after Trump 
issued orders to force 
through the Dakota Ac-
cess and Keystone XL 
pipelines. The Corps 
cleared the way for the 
raids by suddenly decid-
ing no environmental 
impact statement was 
needed.
VICTORIES WON

The movement has won significant victories, 
from moral support and on-site solidarity by mem-
bers of hundreds of Indigenous peoples in the U.S. 
and elsewhere, to boycotts of the pipeline’s banks 
and divestment from them by 500 organizations and 

a few cities like Seattle.
Resistance at other pipelines has flour-

ished, including camps opposing the Pilgrim 
pipeline in New Jersey, the Trans-Pecos in 
Texas, Atlantic Sunrise in Pennsylvania, Sa-

bal Trail in Florida. 
The struggle contin-
ues around the Bayou 
Bridge pipeline in 
Louisiana. On Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. 
Day, 12 people were 
arrested blockading 
the Valero refinery 
in Memphis, Tenn., 
in protest of the Dia-
mond Pipeline pro-
posed to run there 
from Oklahoma. The 
Bad River Band of 
Lake Superior Chip-
pewa in Wisconsin 
voted to remove the 

Enbridge Line 5 pipeline from their reserva-
tion. 

International struggles abound, like the 
Unist’ot’en resistance camp in British Columbia that 
has blocked pipelines from their territory since 2012.

On March 7-10, there will be a Native Nations 
March and Camp on D.C. in solidarity with Indig-
enous peoples across the world. The powers that be 
want to crush this movement, but their violence is 
backfiring. —Franklin Dmitryev

Workers’ solidarity 
can stop fascism

by Htun Lin
Some deny the right of football players to speak 

up based on labor solidarity. But NFL player Mi-
chael Bennett and his Seattle Seahawks teammates 
did when they boycotted an invitation by Israel’s Ne-
tanyahu to visit Tel Aviv. 

Their clear rebuke of Netanyahu’s racist 
apartheid politics was in the spirit of Black 
Lives Matter and San Francisco 49er Colin 
Kaepernick’s refusal to stand for the National 
Anthem, and recalled the Black Power protest 
of Tommie Smith and John Carlos on the med-
al stand at the 1968 Olympics.

Some may also deny that we can all speak and 
act to save war refugees on the basis of labor solidar-
ity.  But we can. And we must. There’s no way out of 
this morass of perpetual war and destruction except 
through labor’s concept of freedom through univer-
sal solidarity: An Injury to One is An Injury to All.

When Nazis created rifts in that solidarity 
among workers in Europe and began to round up the 
“Other” among them, six million Jews were killed in 
death camps, and 20 million people became casual-
ties of World War II. 
SOLIDARITY VS. ‘AMERICA FIRST’

Today we have the ghost of old Europe, with 
people increasingly chanting “my country first,” and 
a U.S. under Trump’s hostile takeover of the White 
House after his campaign for “America First!” that 
scapegoats Black, Latinx, and Muslim people.

Trump bragged to Netanyahu that Israel would 
“find no better friend” than himself, a friend who 
condones the racist seizure of Palestinian land. He 
claims he has not a single anti-Semitic bone in his 
body, while suggesting, like the KKK, that attacks 
on Jewish cemeteries are false flag operations. 

He reminds me of Charles Lindbergh, who de-
nied his anti-Semitism, yet opposed U.S. opposition 
to fascism. America-firsters like him supported a 
ban on Jewish refugees. In that atmosphere Roos-
evelt found it politically expedient to turn the refu-
gee ship, the St. Louis, around, returning its occu-
pants to Nazi death camps. 

This time, those that Trump is refusing to pro-
vide safe harbor to are tired and hungry refugees 
seeking shelter and protection from the death and 
destruction of war and famine in Syria.

But it’s not only Trump’s Muslim ban. So 
long as the death and misery suffered by Syr-
ian war refugees continue, so long as we wit-
ness the atrocities, yet are paralyzed, we have 
blood on our hands. 

This is not an “immigration” problem. The 
problem is capitalism and its wars. The hopes and 
dreams of “Orientals” and Africans is not to aspire 
to be Europeans. As a woman in Aleppo who refused 
to leave her house asserted: “To force us to evacuate 
is tantamount to erasing the memories of our being.”

The toll of wars in Syria, Iraq and Yemen will 
not be limited to Arabs and Muslims alone. Just 
as the last World War’s toll was not confined to the 
“Other.” The tsunami wall of reaction to the “refu-
gee/migrant crisis” on “Europe’s shores” augurs an 
ominous prospect for Europe.
WORKERS NEED TO HANG TOGETHER

The Second International collapsed in 1914 
when Social Democratic representatives of the Ger-
man workers voted to give the Kaiser money to wage 
war. Trump’s actions showed again the ugly truth 
that trade and economic competition under capi-
talism are war by other means. Whether it is neo-
conservative or neoliberal capitalist globalization, 
it means the spread of war and exploitation. To us 
workers, globalism means international solidarity.

Labor’s concept of universal freedom through 
solidarity can help overcome capitalism’s permanent 
state of war, racism, and poverty. It is up to us work-
ers to choose between the two paths. We workers are 
either revolutionary or we are nothing.

Women at the March on Washington on Jan. 21, oppose the Pilgrim Pipeline 
in New York and New Jersey. 

East Chicago, Ind.—On Feb. 4, the bitterest day 
of 2017, a hundred people from Northwest Indiana 
gathered to rage against Trump’s Muslim ban. They 
protested the exclusion of thousands of people at 
international airports—including those with visas 
and green cards and even passports. As well, Trump 
won’t stop boasting of building a “great, great wall” 
on the border with Mexico. 

Our outrage was equally directed against 
his escalating campaign to evict from the U.S. 
millions of immigrants from the Middle East 
and Latin America in particular. Steelworkers, 
Teamsters, railroad workers and other labor 
activists joined people from communities on 
Trump’s hit list—Syrians, Iranians and Mexi-
cans—to demand “No Ban! No Wall!”

The signs people in the crowd raised included: 
“Where there is oppression there will be resistance”; 
“Resistance—Some Assembly Required” and “You 
are on Stolen Native American and Mexican Land.” 

As one young Mexican woman reminded us 
as she recounted her family’s own journeys to 
the U.S.: “The history of humanity is the his-
tory of immigrants.” 

Other speakers included activists from Black 
Lives Matter and Free Syria. The Free Syria speak-
er represented people with no refuge from Bashar 
al-Assad and Vladimir Putin’s massacres, just as the 
doors of refuge in the U.S. and Europe are slamming 
in their faces. One Iranian woman described her 
mother’s exclusion, and carried her picture on a sign 
reading: “My 75-year-old mother is not a terrorist.”

Since this rally, and while Trump’s Mus-
lim ban has supposedly been withdrawn in the 
face of judicial rejection, it looks like Trump’s 
ban continues in practice at the border. 

Immigration officials without even fake legal 
authority are still currying favor with their boss by 
stopping people entering—people as prominent as 
Muhammad Ali’s son and a prominent French schol-
ar of the Holocaust. Cleaning up after Trump will 
take awhile, no matter how rapidly resistance grows 
to his regime. —Bob McGuire

continued from p. 1

NW Indiana demands 
‘No ban! No wall!’

NY-NJ Coalition Against Pilgrim Pipeline
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solidarity struggles and learn 
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF
RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA

Women’s liberation, in 
fact and in philosophy 

Editor’s note: These excerpts from an abbre-
viated summary of a speech delivered at UCLA’s 
Women’s Week, in April 1973 were first published 
in the August-September 1973 issue of N&L. 

OUR SECOND WOMEN’S movement has to 
realize both the continuity and the discontinuity 
from the first women’s movement. The greatness of 
history is that in it you see your own age in a totally 
new light, and begin to know what to single out. For 
example, the greatest thing is the Black Dimension. 
The first women’s movement arose from the anti-
slavery movement. They were a different world from 
the slave society they were fighting against not only 
because so many of the Abolitionists were slaves who 
had followed the North Star to freedom, but because 
the entire relationship among the Abolitionists, 
their whole idea of freedom, was so different.

Take such a simple thing as one’s name. We are 
all very conscious now of that, and a lot of us aren’t 
using our husbands’ or even our fathers’ names. But 
way back in the early part of the 19th century, when 
one Black woman was asked her name she said, So-
journer Truth. They asked her how she ever got that 
name, and she said: I asked God and he said to so-
journ, to travel all over the world and tell the story 
of how we are exploited, tell them about freedom, tell 
them the truth. So that is the name she took. Look at 
what a simple thing that is—a name. But it wasn’t 
only that she didn’t want to have anything to do with 
her slave name, or with slavery. She wanted the idea 
of freedom and travelling all over the world—”the 
world is my country.” That kind of identification of 
national and international means that the name she 
created was not just a name.

Or take the white, middle-class women who 
were also an important 
part of the Abolitionist 
movement. All they were 
doing was preparing 
sandwiches and making 
picnics and raising mon-
ey. Important as that 
might be, they began to 
see it wasn’t the same 
as what the Harriet 
Tubmans and Sojourner 
Truths were doing. They 
began to question why 
they shouldn’t also be 
free. When the suffrage 
movement arose from 
within the Abolitionist movement, it was on the 
basis of what they had seen women, Black women, 
could be—revolutionary force and Reason….

�
THE SECOND STAGE of the first women’s 

rights movement was a very sad stage. Once the 
Civil War was over and the 14th Amendment was 
finally passed, women still had no suffrage or other 
legal rights. The weakness in the dialectics of libera-
tion at this point, however, was its isolation from the 
Blacks, and from the new kinds of struggles being 
fought by the working women who were going into 
the factories.

Susan B. Anthony had a paper called Revolu-
tion, and the motto under it read: “Men, their rights 
and nothing more; women, their rights and nothing 
less.” You would think that with such a vision and a 
philosophic view, they would have realized that iso-
lating themselves from the Black and labor dimen-
sions meant they were cutting their own throats. 
Lucy Stone was worse, and became an actual rac-
ist. She said she was not asking for freedom for the 
“dregs of society.” She made such class and racial 
distinctions about who deserves freedom that, no 
matter how brave they were, it not only took all the 
way from 1868 to 1920 to get the vote, but when they 
got it, it didn’t mean anything.

When an Idea’s time has come, there are just 
as many contradictions and challenges as when the 
Idea was first thought of. In this country it is the 
Black dimension, the Black masses as vanguard, 
that is the crucial element. It is because it isn’t just 
an idea, but a movement. It’s going to act, to try to 
make the idea of freedom become real. And it is the 
kind of philosophy we have that will determine if 
we constantly check ourselves to see what has to be 
opened up, and enable us to see ourselves not as the 
fragmented people class society makes of us.

Otherwise you wind up with less than freedom. 
You may not be limited to just making sandwiches, 
you may even be able to enter the arts. Isn’t that 
great? The trouble is that you’re not changing soci-
ety at its roots, at its exploitative, male-dominated 
roots. For those who think it’s enough to be for wom-
en’s rights, to go out for any and all careers, and to 
keep away from a revolutionary organization, means 
that they not only exclude themselves from the most 
serious, total work of reorganizing society, but cut 

themselves off from the working women, who are the 
source of the very theory they need.

�
WHAT WE’VE BEEN looking at in studying 

the first women’s movement was what was happen-
ing objectively in the world, objectively in this coun-
try. When we come down to our own age, we have 
to ask what was happening objectively again, that 
suddenly the quiescent 1950s, when the youth were 
supposed to be the “beat 
generation,” burst out into 
the revolt of the 1960s....In 
the 1960s we’re once again 
back to the Black Dimen-
sion. People laughed up-
roariously at Marxism and 
Freedom, which had just 
been published, because I 
said the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott of 1956 was an en-
tirely new stage that was 
related to the new stage in 
the Workers’ Councils of 
Hungary, where they had got rid of capitalism but 
wanted to be free from Communism, too, because it 
was just another form of state-capitalism. It became 
a world phenomenon, and a national phenomenon 
in 1960 when the Black youth in Greensboro, N.C., 
refused to move until they were served at the lunch 
counters.

The white students who were supposed to have 
been the beat generation went South—they thought 
they were going to do something for the Civil Rights 
movement of the Blacks. But when they got there 
they found that the Blacks who were asking them to 
set up schools had an idea of education that they had 
never dreamed of. Our education is factory-made, 
completely administered, designed to prepare those 
who will oppress others. But the Freedom Schools 
were asking totally different questions: they wanted 
an education so they could find out how to get rid 
of the Bull Connors for good. The white students 
suddenly realized that instead of helping the Blacks 
like social workers, they were learning a totally new 
dimension themselves. They came back North and 
realized that it wasn’t only the worker who is alien-
ated, but the comfortable, middle-class whites going 
to a “great university” like Berkeley were just num-
bers put into a computer.

�
IT WAS IN February of 1965, when President 

L.B. Johnson first rained the bombs on Hanoi that, 
instead of having either just a Civil Rights move-
ment, or a Free Speech movement, we suddenly had 
the birth of an entirely new generation of revolution-
aries who were questioning everything in this soci-
ety. The one thing, unfortunately, they still didn’t 
question was philosophy. They were all very proud of 
their pragmatism—but it didn’t help them too much.

It was at this point that the women began say-

ing: “Now this is strange. I’m part of this great move-
ment, and yet I’m cranking the mimeo machine in-
stead of writing the leaflets.” Nobody could accuse 
them of not being revolutionary. They were question-
ing whether something wasn’t wrong with a move-
ment that supposedly believed in a new society and 
yet practices the same division of labor as the one 
we live in. Not only that. Nobody could accuse them 
of being against Blacks. But when it came to the 
woman question there was Stokely Carmichael say-

ing, “The only position for 
women in the movement is 
prone.” The women’s ques-
tioning brought us to an en-
tirely new stage.

We were moving to the 
high point of 1968, and it 
was a high point interna-
tionally. In this country the 
anti-Vietnam war move-
ment was still growing. And 
for the first time in an ad-
vanced country like France 

we had a near-revolution. It started as a student 
movement, but they suddenly realized why Karl 
Marx said the proletariat was the force for revolu-
tion. When you have 10,000 students in Paris on 
strike it looks very great, but if you have 10 million 
workers putting down their tools and stopping pro-
duction, it is a very different situation.

�
WHY DID WE get only a near-revolution out 

of all this? Those who were concerned with where 
the philosophy was were likely to be told, whether 
by Mario Savio or Daniel Cohn-Bendit, “We will pick 
it up en route.” All they picked up was an aborted 
revolution….

SDS wound up in completely mindless activism. 
The women who had just begun the Women’s Libera-
tion movement wound up “following their men” in all 
of the splits and factions. But it isn’t quite true they 
were just following their men. It was worse. They 
voted for the same resolutions the men did because 
that is what they really believed.

In a word, once you do not have a total philoso-
phy of liberation, once you do not see that the dialec-
tics of liberation are forces and reason, then there 
is no place to go but the so-called male-dominated, 
pragmatic, revolutionary groups that thought they 
could pick up philosophy “en route.”

We have to realize that even though we have an 
independent movement; even though we are not in 
isolation from the men or from the children, for that 
matter; even though we are not isolated from the 
other movements, it takes a great deal more than 
just activity. It takes the kind of unity of objective 
and subjective where you suddenly see that you can-
not have a successful revolution without having the 
underlying philosophy that is the liberation of hu-
manity….

On the 100th anniversary of the Russian Revolution 

Celebrate International Women’s Day
“The truth is that what initiated the actual overthrow of 
Tsarism was the action of the women....Further, the truth is 
that all the revolutionaries—Bolsheviks, Mensheviks, So-
cial Revolutionaries—were advising against that action on 
International Women’s Day. The women dismissed their 
advice. Marching during wartime against the Tsar, as well 
as against their factory conditions, produced such massive, 
spontaneous support, not only from other working women 
but from housewives and women on the streets, that it 
finally impelled the male politicos to join them, and the 
revolution fully unfolded. That was fact and philoso-
phy—but it didn’t make the politicos look at the activity of 
the women as Reason.”
	 	 ♀	 ♀	 ♀
“On my way to the talk in celebration of International Women’s Day...came 
the news of the most magnificent international event: tens of  thousands of 
Iranian women were demonstrating against Khomeini, shouting ‘We fought 
for freedom and got unfreedom!’ Naturally, I began the talk with a homage to 
those Iranian women’s liberationists who had, with this act, initiated the second 
chapter of the Iranian revolution.”

—From Women’s Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution
by Raya Dunayevskaya

Harriet Tubman and Sojourner Truth

Susan B. Anthony

Order yours—see page 7
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AS OTHERS SEE  US

ESSAY Marx’s Marxism vs. Trump-Putin’s barbarism
by Gerry Emmett

“In the final analysis, racism is evil because its 
ultimate logic is genocide…I submit that however un-
pleasant it is we must honestly see and admit that 
racism is still deeply rooted all over America.”

—Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
The resistible rise of Donald Trump and his 

circle of Far Right (“Alt-Right”) henchmen has cre-
ated a crisis for U.S. bourgeois democracy as well as 
for revolutionary thought. The outcome of this crisis 
is by no means certain. Massive demonstrations of 
women outraged not only by Trump’s misogyny and 
history of abuse but as well by his entire plan for the 
U.S., and further 
mass demonstra-
tions against his 
attempted ban 
of Muslims, have 
lent some spine 
to anti-Trump 
elements of the 
ruling class.

The dif-
ference in the 
people’s resis-
tance and the 
bourgeoisie’s 
opposition is no-
table. The dem-
onstrators called 
out Trump’s 
misogyny, rac-
ism, xenophobia, 
homophobia and 
religious bigotry. 
The bourgeoisie has settled for attacking his very 
real links to Russia’s Vladimir Putin, and Putin’s 
interference in the U.S. election.

Dr. King’s insight, expressed after witness-
ing the violent Northern “white backlash” in 
places like Marquette Park in Chicago, catches 
the essence of the Trump administration from 
a revolutionary perspective. The bigotries em-
bodied in Trump’s policies—ICE raids, Dakota 
Access Pipeline, border wall, “law and order” 
rhetoric—have their roots in U.S. society’s his-
tory of racism and genocide.

To uproot the basis of U.S. reaction would be 
to connect with Karl Marx’s concept of revolution 
in permanence. As Raya Dunayevskaya put it in 
American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as 
Vanguard, “The Black Dimension is crucial to the 
total uprooting of existing exploitative, racist, sexist 
society and the creation of new, truly human founda-
tions.”
SESSIONS AND THE ’BACKLASH’

Attorney General Jefferson B. Sessions is the 
latest Trump appointee—as of this writing—to have 
been caught lying about his contacts with Russian 
representatives during the presidential campaign. 
There are calls for his resignation, or a special pros-
ecutor. We shall see.

In truth, his confirmation was an outrage. In 
1984, as Alabama U.S. Attorney, Sessions prosecut-
ed Black civil rights activists (the Marion Three) 
for alleged voter fraud. They were quickly found not 
guilty by a grand jury. But they faced a potential 
prison sentence of 115 years and a $40,000 fine. As 
Coretta Scott King wrote in 1986, Sessions had “used 
the awesome power of his office in a shabby attempt 
to intimidate and frighten elderly black voters.”

He did this by busing these elderly men 
and women over 140 miles to Mobile; photo-
graphing and fingerprinting them; demanding 
handwriting samples; then compelling them 
to testify before the grand jury. It was a taste 
of post-Voting Rights Act Black voter suppres-
sion. It also coincided, by no accident, with the 
most explosive growth in the prison popula-
tion and the “war on drugs,” which was really 
a war on Black Americans.

Trump’s political strategist, Stephen Bannon, 
declared that Sessions’ racism (and misogyny, ho-
mophobia, xenophobia, and religious bigotry) rep-
resents the “philosophy” of this administration. 
Trump’s advisers are steeped in U.S. and European 
varieties of fascism—it is why their first move was 
to appoint Bannon to the National Security Council, 
unprecedented in the U.S., where the NSC is posed 
as non-political, but directly in line with Heinrich 
Himmler’s political/ideological role in Hitler’s Reich 
Main Security Office.
A PHILOSOPHY OF REVOLUTION

“The discovery of gold and silver in America, the 
extirpation, enslavement and entombment in mines 
of the indigenous population…and the conversion of 
Africa into a preserve for the commercial hunting of 
black skins…are the chief moments of primitive ac-
cumulation.” —Karl Marx, Capital

Trump, Bannon, Sessions and company’s em-
phasis on “law and order” is sheer hypocrisy. They 
are happy to defy court orders they disagree with, 

and will push their allies in the police, border pa-
trol, customs, ICE, etc. as far across legal lines as 
they can. It is a conscious strategy. They intend, ul-
timately, to make the laws unchallenged.

Thus the mass movement of women refusing to 
submit their minds and bodies to this sexual preda-
tor is a negation of their whole program. Likewise, 
the mass refusal to accept the demonization of the 
Other.

The movement these neo-fascists despise 
most is that which has shined the light of truth 
through all the smokescreens of U.S. history: 
Black Lives Matter. 

Black Lives 
Matter chal-
lenges the false 
narrative of U.S. 
history with the 
truth about its 
basis in slavery 
and genocide. 
It challenges 
the nostalgia 
peddled by the 
Tea Party, Neo-
Confederates 
and Klansmen. 
It challenges 
the reactionary 
edifice of lies 
that has arisen 
since Reagan’s 
presidency, when 
outdated school 
texts began to be 

recycled as right-wing ideology—the Texas school-
book syndrome.

The generation that created Black Lives Matter 
is informed by decades of study of the genesis of rac-
ist “law enforcement” in enslavement, slave catch-
ing, and the brutal inhumanities of U.S. primitive 
accumulation of capital. It brings the youth along-
side Marx, who stated forthrightly that without the 
wealth stolen through forced Black labor, and the 
genocide of Indigenous peoples and theft of their 
land and resources, the modern world couldn’t exist.

This understanding has helped inform 
the anti-Trump protests. It worries the ruling 
class. Black Lives Matter points to the root of 
today’s crisis in capitalism’s intractable world-
wide crisis, in which it is returning to the 
violence of the so-called primitive accumula-
tion—whether through outright genocide, as 
in Syria, or through draconian cuts in social 
services that are often racially targeted. 

It represents the theoretical consciousness that 
can illuminate Marx’s category of “freely associated 
human beings,” for whom social relations present 
themselves in a rational form. 

One consequence of Marx’s critique and appro-
priation of Hegel’s dialectic has too long been over-
looked. That is, where Hegel avoided the issue of 
primitive accumulation—despite his grasp of politi-
cal economy—and where Hegel avoided dealing with 
the U.S., except to say it represented a next stage—
Marx wrote these matters into the very structure of 
his greatest work, Capital, as the development of an 
absolute contradiction. 
‘ANTI-MUSLIM’ BAN AND RUSSIA 

“Classical socialist thought never succeeded, in 
general, in conceiving the struggle for the equality of 
the oppressed also as the struggle for the recognition 
of their right to be different.”

—Enzo Traverso, 
The Marxists and the Jewish Question

Philosophic retrogression isn’t confined to the 
U.S. As Salil Shetty of Amnesty International wrote 
following Trump’s election: “Around the world, the 
forces of division seem to be gathering momentum. 
Walls rising up along borders, hatred and fear well-
ing up within and between populations, repressive 
laws assailing basic freedoms.” 

Trump’s attempted anti-Muslim Executive 
Order represents a coalescence of U.S. racism 
with the anti-Muslim religious bigotry that 
has taken hold in Europe since the 1990s. It 
has deep roots in the Bosnian genocide, in the 
Russian imperialist wars on Chechnya, and in 
the non-stop promotion of anti-refugee senti-
ment by those who excuse Assad’s Syrian geno-
cide. Trump’s Russian ally Putin’s state media 
vomit this filth 24/7.

(Unfortunately, too many on the Left have fall-
en in line behind Assad and Putin. It is painful to 
see ANSWER signs at rallies against the travel ban 
when these same people would silence the voices of 
anti-Assad Syrians as quickly as Trump would de-
port them.)

The parallels between Putin and Trump are 
many. Not least, Putin also surrounds himself with 
reactionary ideologues. Alexander Dugin glori-
fies the Russian history of primitive accumulation, 
whether as the conquests of the Czars or the state-

capitalist monolith of Stalinism. He sees Putin and 
Trump as representing a new world vision.

On the other hand, Vladislav Surkov, the 
founder of Putin’s violent youth group, a for-
mer bohemian who did public relations work 
for oligarchs, makes clear that he believes 
in nothing but power. All else is mutable: PR 
rules.

European reactionaries have profited from 
Putin’s help. The anti-immigrant Brexit vote; the 
rise of anti-immigrant parties in France, Germany, 
the Netherlands, Poland, Hungary, etc.; and deep 
confusion among a part of the Left, all have, to a 
greater or lesser degree, his fingerprints. 

The failure of mainstream or Leftist forces to 
block the rise of this new Right is traceable to the 
failure to come to terms with the meaning of the 
Bosnian struggle. As News & Letters wrote in 1993: 
“What Yugoslavia proves today is that World War II 
did not defeat fascism…‘Free market capitalism’ and 
state-capitalism alike have always managed to co-
exist with the new forms of barbarism that they dis-
gorge. The only alternative is the total uprooting of 
this degenerate barbaric society and its reconstruc-
tion on new human foundations.” (Bosnia-Herzegovi-
na: Achilles Heel of Western ‘Civilization,’ 1996)
SYRIA, PHILOSOPHY AND REVOLUTION

The Syrian Revolution has been problematic for 
the Left. Some “Leftists” have degenerated into out-
right fascists—and they won’t be coming back. But 
the depth of passion and contradiction, the involve-
ment of all the world’s great powers, and the test-
ing of every ideology and tendency have also lifted 
theory to a new plane. 

Who are these working-class men, women and 
children holding signs to the camera: “Assad terror-
ism has turned the world upside down; only people’s 
interaction can turn the tables again”? Or who 
write, “After all this slaughter, we ask, do the Syrian 
people not belong to the human community?”

They were foreseen by Marx in 1844, when 
he recognized that social revolution has “the 
point of view of the whole” because the com-
munity “is man’s true community, human na-
ture.”

When Marx calls on the “power of abstraction” 
in Capital, and posits freely associated human be-
ings as able to transcend capitalism, he is referring 
to this revolutionary human subject, not to algebra, 
however significant it is there. Primitive accumula-
tion lives in humans as history, as memory, and the 
historical tendency of capitalist accumulation will 
birth in them revolutionary ideas and passions. We 
are living through the international revolutions and 
counter-revolutions of our time.

 Marx, in his last writings, extends and 
deepens that section of Capital to the study 
of non-capitalist societies (prefigured in his 
Grundrisse) and the role of women in his-
tory. The absolute relevance of every “stage” 
of Marx’s philosophic development to to-
day—to the reality of Syria, of Trumpism, of 
Black Lives Matter—illuminates the category 
of “Marx’s Marxism” that Dunayevskaya de-
veloped in her 1982 book Rosa Luxemburg, 
Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of 
Revolution.

In light of experience, I would submit that to 
have efficacy today, Marx’s body of ideas must be 
grasped and projected as a whole. This concept was 
difficult to grasp in 1982. It is only the very difficult 
wrestling with U.S. racism, sexism, heterosexism, 
with Bosnia, with Syria, that have begun to clarify 
it and make it practical today. The movement from 
theory needs to meet the challenge of history, of free-
dom struggles and revolution, because this is how 
human relationships become transparent and ratio-
nal—and thus potentially free.

This is no academic luxury, but a matter of life 
and death.

Protesters in Ferguson, Mo., on Aug. 14, 2014, marching against the murder of Michael 
Brown by the police.

Jamelle Bouie

American Civilization on Trial:
Black Masses as Vanguard
by Raya Dunayevskaya
Also available in Spanish:
Contradicciones 
históricas en la 
civilización de los 
Estados Unidos: 
Las masas 
afroamericanas 
como vanguardia
Only $12, includes 
postage. To order, 
see page 7.
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READERS’VIEWSTRUMPISM AND THE MANY 
FACETS OF RESISTANCE
I marched in the Women’s March 

in Chicago Jan. 21 with several altos 
from my choral group. We all got sepa-
rated from one another but it didn’t 
matter because everyone was so kind 
and friendly! People warned each oth-
er to watch for puddles, curbs, grates 
in the street and potholes; city work-
ers trapped in trucks that couldn’t go 
anywhere because of the huge crowds 
stuck their heads out of their windows 
with big smiles, giving us an assess-
ment of the latest numbers for the size 
of our outpouring. It was an incredible 
experience that I will never forget. 
There were 250,000 people protesting 
in fear of the unknown 
horror that could be 
unleashed upon us 
and not one violent in-
cident.
Bilingual Teacher/Singer

Illinois
***

I’m waiting to 
hear all the outraged 
comments about the 
latest fascist in a fas-
cist cabinet: Jeff Ses-
sions. As a veteran of 
the 1960s who remem-
bers FBI infiltration, 
murders and harass-
ment, I think it is worthy of comment 
that this creepy racist Nazi is now in 
charge of the FBI, among hundreds of 
other government agencies.

Natalia
Queens, N.Y.

***
On the same day when the Con-

servative Political Action Committee 
had Trump’s advisor Steve Bannon 
speak on their stage, they expelled 
neo-Nazi Richard Spencer, calling the 
“alt-right” a “left-wing fascist group.” 
How delusional! The Right embraces 
its fascist progeny with one hand while 
waving them away with the other.

Subscriber
Southern California

*** 
I enjoyed Franklin Dmitryev’s 

article (“Inauguration of neo-fascism 
faces widespread revolt,” Jan.-Feb. 
N&L). However, he makes a common 
mistake that reflects the constantly 
repeated big lie of all history, social 
studies and political science classes 
in the U.S.: that the 13th Amend-
ment ended slavery. The Amendment 
makes an exception for “punishment 
for crime whereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted.” Slavery is legal! 
Just convict ‘em of any of the thou-
sands of “crimes” across the U.S., and 
they are now property of the state—a 
slave. The 13th Amendment is used 
anytime a prisoner files a court claim 
for wages to be paid for his forced labor 
in the prison. “No pay for you, slave,” 
the judge always rules. The fact that 
slavery is legal in the U$, and that 
millions are slaves (not just prison-
ers, but persons forced to do “volun-
teer work”) and are working for The 
Man/The System every day, has now 
been recognized by the American Cor-
rectional Association—the folks that 
“certify” prisons as being “acceptable.”

Prisoner
Olney Springs, Colo.

•
FEAR OF IMMIGRANTS

President Donald Trump wants 
to tear families apart through his im-
migration policies. This would cause 
parents and children to be uprooted 
and torn apart, as if they were trash, 
not human beings. That is extremely 
mean. He is targeting specific races. 
How does he get the right to do this? 
Are we going to stand by and allow 
this to happen? I believe in treating 
all people as human beings. But in-
stead of mutual support and growth, 
we are led to believe others are only a 
danger and an enemy; are only step-
ping stones to “success.” Unfortu-
nately, success is not developing our 
humanity to the best we can be. I am 
glad to see protests concerning this. 

Everyone’s voice needs to be heard. 
All human beings should be treated 
with dignity and respect. Each person 
is a valuable life. “Love thy neighbor 
as thyself.”

Latina prisoner
Corona, Calif.

***
In every case, when government 

turns citizens into informers, abus-
es proliferate. The narrative is that 

undocumented im-
migrants (or all im-
migrants from south 
of the border) are 
criminals and not ex-
ploited victims. Don’t 
think about all the 
people whose employ-
ers stole their wages, 
made them work in 
terrible conditions, 
confiscated their pass-
ports, at times treated 
them like slaves. How 
many of them make it 
into court to sue the 
employers? And now it 
will be fewer because 

in the time of Trump, may it be brief, 
the fear of being deported for speaking 
up for your rights is much greater.

Solidarity activist
Chicago

•
SPECTERS OF INTERNMENT
The unchallenged executive or-

der that authorized the internment 
of West Coast Japanese Americans 
in 1942 is the reason you hear that 
rounding up people into concentration 
camps is legal in the U.S. Yet there 
were labor strikes and draft resistance 
in the camps. Wartime dissidence 
within the “quiet minority” should 
give today’s White House totalitarians 
pause for concern in their plans to con-
tain millions of Muslims and Latinos. 
Today’s mass outpourings in defense 
of anyone and everyone under attack 
from the most hate-filled regime in 
U.S. history show a growing move-
ment in search of a thoroughgoing hu-
manism that will signal the dawn of a 
post-Trump future. 

David M’Oto
Oakland, Calif.

•
WAR ON QUEERS

As a 
Transgender 
woman and 
member of 
the LGBT 
community, 
I fear for 
the future of 
myself and 
those I con-
sider family. I can already see all of 
the progress that has been painstak-
ingly made toward LGBT equality be-
coming unraveled. It’s only a matter 
of time before the lance of fascist hate 
becomes directed towards us. 

Prisoner
Waupun, Wisc.

***
Donald Trump and his fascist 

regime have declared war on Queer 
people. Trump and Mike Pence vow 
to make so-called religious liberty the 
law of the land and Trump ordered 
the lifting of President Obama’s guid-
ance to schools to let Transgender and 
gender nonconforming students use 
the restrooms and locker rooms in ac-
cordance with their gender identities 
(let’s leave it to the states...ughhhhh!). 
Fortunately, there are inspiring and 
hope-giving actions for freedom, from 
the rally in D.C. before Trump signed 
his anti-Trans order to similar rallies 
in Chicago and New York City after 
the signing to the sleepouts for home-

less youth, including LGBT youth, in 
New York and Chicago. We will keep 
fighting for Queer liberation!

Elise
Chicago

•
WOMEN FIGHT BACK

Not-legitimate Pres. Trump is 
surrounded by a bunch of white men 
as he resurrects the so-called “Mexico 
City” abortion gag rule, banning 
U.S. funding to any foreign 
NGOs that state abortion as 
an option and/or perform 
abortions. It’s a blatant il-
lustration of the misogyny 
with which this presidency 
is fraught. Also, and impor-
tantly, many, many women 
and children will suffer be-
cause of this policy. There will 
be more women and children 
living in poverty, more children dy-
ing of hunger; the rate of maternal 
and infant mortality will rise. These 
are only a few examples of the kinds 
of suffering that will result from this 
harmful gag rule ordered by every Re-
publican president since Ronald Rea-
gan. All women deserve the full range 
of healthcare; all people deserve every 
chance to thrive.

Concerned
Chicago

***
 “Syrian Women as Force and 

Revolutionary Reason” (Jan.-Feb. 
N&L) is a powerful tribute to Syrian 
women and clearly describes their 
revolutionary ideas and brave actions 
that inspire all of us. Although the 
mainstream media lumps ISIS terror-
ists with the true revolution of Syr-
ians creating new human relations in 
the face of extreme brutality, we have 
a responsibility to ensure that articles 
like this get the widest possible audi-
ence. Visit the underground newspa-
per, Enab Baladi (http://english.enab-
baladi.net). I’m sharing this article on 
my Facebook page—what about you?

Susan Van Gelder
Detroit

***
We in Mexico City decided to initi-

ate a study circle about Women’s Lib-
eration and the National Indigenous 
Congress proposal to create an Indige-
nous Governing Council from which a 
woman will be selected to participate 
in the 2018 presidential elections. By 
being part of the Zapatista Army for 
National Liberation (EZLN), women 
didn’t just learn military tactics but 
“showed us another way to fight,” 
as the spokesman of the EZLN said: 
without bullets, but working with the 
Indigenous communities to create new 
human relationships, especially those 
between men and women. Without the 
participation of women, the Zapatista 
liberation movement wouldn’t be what 
it is right now.

The article by Terry Moon (“Syr-
ian women as force and revolutionary 
Reason,” Jan.-Feb. N&L) shows us 
how the participation of women in the 
Syrian revolution has been crucial, 
deepening it and giving us insight 
about where to go next. Ordinary 
women, acting spontaneously, chal-
lenged ISIS, created radio stations, 
published clandestine papers and 
broadcast from their homes when pub-
lic protests were no longer an option. 
Women, as force and reason of revolu-
tion, showed us with their actions a 
way forward on the road to revolution. 
We’d like to discuss this article as part 
of our study circle.

J.G.F. Héctor
Mexico City

***
After three years behind bars and 

two years of house detention, Marissa 
Alexander was finally released from 
state confinement. Marissa Alexander 

has been punished for over five years 
for defending her life from a domestic 
violence attack that threatened her 
life nine days after she gave birth. The 
Free Marissa Now Mobilization Cam-
paign is thrilled that we have finally 
made it to the day that we can say Ma-
rissa Alexander has her freedom. We 
are honored to share this statement 
from Marissa and her family: “We are 
grateful to God that this chapter of 
Marissa’s life will come to a close on 
Jan. 27, 2017. We are sincerely thank-
ful and appreciative to all who rallied, 
supported and prayed for Marissa’s 
release. As she enters a new chapter, 
with endless possibilities, we ask that 
you will continue to support Marissa 
through her non-profit organization 
that was established to end domestic 

violence and injustice in the crim-
inal justice system, The Maris-

sa Alexander Justice Project. 
Without you, today would not 
be possible. Thank you again 
and again.”
Free Marissa Now Mobilization 

Campaign

•
WOMEN’S LIBERATION 

DEBATES
I was dismayed to see that some of 

those who want to take credit for call-
ing for the Women’s Strike in the U.S. 
were people from ISO, other Trotsky-
ists and vanguardists. The statement 
too—although touching all the right 
intersectional spots—was preachy, 
what we ought to be doing. 

Pedantically they hated “Lean-
in feminism” so much that they had 
to trash it three times in a page and 
a half statement. I hate it too, but it 
has already been rejected thoroughly 
by any feminist in touch with working 
or poor women. They do mention—but 
barely—the Women’s March on Wash-
ington in the first sentence, and the 
next one is: “But what exactly will be 
the focus (of a new wave of militant 
feminist struggle)?” Well, god forbid 
they should talk about what actually 
came from the March or let women 
work it out in the grassroots. No, they 
will tell us what we should all be do-
ing. 

Sick of vanguardism
Chicago

***
Anti-abortionists cannot claim to 

be feminists! We have to be clear that 
they are not just anti-choicers, they 
are a political movement that exists 
for the purpose of creating laws to 
degrade our dignity and oppress us. 
Feminism isn’t about choice, such as 
“My choice to try to control your life 
and body.” It’s about liberation. That’s 
what our movement is for. The anti-
choicers are organizing to take away 
our freedom, period. Legislating wom-
en’s lives and bodies is the opposite of 
feminism! The press makes me sick 
in buying into this “prolife feminist” 
crap. No. We need to reclaim that title.

Feminist
Illinois
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“Why Phenomenology? Why Now?” 
by Raya Dunayevskaya (Jan.-Feb. 
N&L) speaks volumes to what we face 
today. The retrogression of the Reagan 
years pales by comparison to what the 
new U.S. cabinet members envision, 
and the ideological pollution of that 
time is aggravated now in a Left which 
supports Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad despite his crushing the Syrian 
revolution. No less is the Left posing 
old solutions (“call your congressper-
son”) in its scramble to harness the 
spontaneous yet thoughtful mass out-
pourings since the election. What they 
miss is that despite the multitude of 
“issue” actions and demonstrations, 
speakers and the participants them-
selves recognize that they are all con-
nected and that we need to support 
each other. I think a lot of people now 
could understand that total negation 
of capitalism is needed, but only to 
make way for a second “positive” nega-
tion, what Hegel and Marx called the 
”self-production of man…true actual 
man, as the result of his own labor.” 

Thinker-activist
Midwest

•
WHY READ N&L?

I would very much like to contin-
ue to receive N&L. As a revolutionary 
Marxist who’s been locked up for 11 
years, N&L is one of the best papers 
I’ve encountered. It not only repre-
sents a clear revolutionary philosophy 
but also struggles indefatigably to ac-
tualize such philosophy. This is the co-
herent unity between theory and prac-
tice—world and consciousness. And, of 
course, this is essential for any criti-
cal understanding of the world. Since 
I’ve been here in the hole, I’ve made 
an interesting acquaintance of an-
other prisoner who happens to share 
the same vent as I, through which we 
speak to each other. He’s an individual 
with an open and searching mind, as 
I’ve learned through our discussions 
touching upon several political sub-
jects. It gives one immense hope that 
prisoners can develop a strong politi-
cal consciousness, and N&L performs 
a good job in providing prisoners a 
critical perspective on both national 

and international issues. Keep up the 
good work. The future belongs to the 
people.  Compañero Travis

Imperial, Calif.

•
LA RAZA UNIDA

We as a Raza Mexicana can con-
tribute—each in our own way, in our 
own right, in our strength of our own 
Raza Mexicana, and with our own 
group of gente, with whom we are as-
sociated. We do not have to change 
those things provided we recognize 
that we are all part of one worldwide 
Raza. Our own inner unity, if recog-
nized, is more powerful than our outer 
“differences.” Prisoner

Stockton, Calif.

•
EDUCATION AND FREEDOM
We have to give children a sense 

of the real world and the importance of 
their fight 
for their 
future. 
The el-
ephant in 
the room 
is racism, 

the lack of concern for urban youth. 
Black children are not needed any-
more; so they are just put in prison. 
Despite recent studies showing that 
charter schools are abysmal failures 
nationwide and that vouchers result 
in no improvement, Education Secre-
tary Betsy DeVos is going full steam 
ahead on them. With vouchers, dis-
tricts take a child out of his or her en-
vironment. They want that money but 
are not about to validate that child’s 
experience. 

 Retired Spanish teacher
Detroit

***
It is so inspiring to read J.G.F. 

Héctor’s article (“Letter from Mexico: 
Teachers and Indigenous Congress,” 
Nov.-Dec. 2016 N&L) about the teach-
ers in Mexico fighting for the quality, 
purpose and philosophy of education, 
despite the horrendous persecution 
they suffer. In the U.S., the fight to 
keep education public has left little 

space to discuss education’s content, 
principles and purpose.

Retired teacher
Detroit

•
RACISM IN BURMA AND U.S.

Htun Lin’s article on Burma’s 
treatment of the ethnic Chinese 
(“Workshop Talks: Roots of Trumpism 
in swamps of history,” Jan.-Feb. N&L) 
is a very good piece as far as it goes. 
Your analysis should include the Dem-
ocratic Party and their racist policies 
including internment of the Japanese 
during World War II, and the refusal 
to accept Europeans fleeing the war 
(many of them Jews).  Reader

Upstate New York

•
VOICES FROM BEHIND THE BARS

I have been fighting the prison 
system in the legal arena, both for my-
self and my fellow inmates (an often 
thankless endeavor) for the entirety 
of my last 30 years, but I have never 
been very politically minded. I was 
raised in a liberal, activist household, 
yet I often find myself of two minds on 
a number of issues. However, I have 
come to realize that unbridled capital-
ism is responsible for a great number 
of the social ills plaguing this country, 
and has exacerbated many of those 
it is not directly the cause of. Prison 
profiteering has brought this truth 
home to me in a very personal man-
ner. Prisoner

Clermont, Fla.
***

There is nothing more reminis-
cent of Nazi-era Germany than the 
thought of people in uniform ransack-
ing a library and destroying books. 
(See “Books destroyed,” Nov.-Dec. 2016 
N&L.) This was done primarily as an 
act of racism toward Blacks and sec-
ondarily as an attempt to immunize 
the authorities against lawsuits. They 
don’t want inmates to be smart. Why? 
Knowledge is power, and that is the 
one thing they fear the most. There are 
so many racists that work in correc-
tions (I’ve heard them use racial slurs 
talking among themselves multiple 
times) that they’ve begun to enact rac-
ist doctrines like the ones stating that 

slaves shouldn’t be allowed to read or 
write. I’m white but that doesn’t make 
me any better than anyone else. When 

I hear about 
correctional 
officers of 
this kind 
(the kind 
that abused 
me and 
smiled about 
it) doing this 

kind of stuff I become absolutely full of 
rage. Those books were precious and 
now they are gone, all because of the 
fruits of capitalism, fascism and big-
otry. Prisoner

Waupun, Wisc.
***

We at the Louisiana state prison 
at Angola have a struggle going on 
right now and it is a big one. I have 
been down 17 years. I have been in a 
lockdown cell for all of these 17 years. 
I have been fighting to get out of this 
cell but they will not let me out, so now 
I am going to court about the matter. 
Thank you and I will be waiting to get 
my N&L from you all. Prisoner

Angola, La.
***

The struggle continues and it’s 
publications like N&L that aid us in 
getting the truth out to an otherwise 
unsuspecting public. We all anticipate 
changes for the worse with the incom-
ing administration’s policies that have 
yet to be unveiled. If some of the local 
and federal courts’ modified rules for 
indigent prisoners are any indication 
of things to come, then I suspect more 
voices will be heard in this never-end-
ing challenge to attain and retain our 
rights. Prisoner in SHU

Corcoran, Calif.
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TO OUR READERS: Can 
you donate $5 for a prisoner who 
cannot pay for a subscription 
to  N&L? It will be shared with 
many others. A donation of $8 
pays for a subscription plus the 
Pelican Bay Hunger Strikers 
pamphlet to be sent to a prisoner. 
Prisoners are eligible to continue 
their free subscriptions when they 
first get released, a time when the 
system tries to make them forget 
the struggle.
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E D I T O R I A L
journalist Afrah Nasser, a participant in the 2011 
uprising, points to the crucial moment in the un-
folding political process as the “National Dialogue 
Conference,” created as part of the power transfer 
plan. Houthi rebels opposed the plan’s federalism 
and held on to their vision of politicized religion that 
would rule Yemen. (“Yemen War: Between Internal 
and External Interests,” Huffington Post, Feb. 25, 
2017.) Saleh got his bloody civil war when Houthis 
allied with him and ousted Hadi in 2015.

Hadi ended up in Saudi Arabia, a reactionary 
state supplied with a vast arsenal of U.S. weapons 
paid for with oil dollars. A Saudi-led coalition then 
started a massive bombing campaign on civilian 
areas with U.S. logistical help, which continues un-
abated. Tribal and sectarian differences were ampli-
fied by the raging war between Houthi forces sup-
plied with arms by Iran and a Saudi-led coalition. 
Both sides show a total disregard for civilian life and 
are out to kill the very idea of human solidarity that 
was so much a part of the Arab Spring and Occupy 
movements.

To date over 10,000 Yemenis have been 
killed. Doctors Without Borders reports that 
in cities like Taiz, which at 200,000 people is 
a third of its original size, the civilian popula-
tion is under constant heavy artillery shelling 
and daily airstrikes. The capacity to provide 
medical help has been wrecked as every single 
medical facility has been damaged in violation 
of international law.

Yemen, a country of 27 million, which was al-
ready desperately poor before the war, is now a hu-
manitarian catastrophe. According to UN reports, 
last year 63,000 children died of preventable causes, 
often linked to malnutrition. Now 12 million, includ-
ing 2.1 million children, are acutely malnourished. 
Saudi bombing of infrastructure, markets and fish-
ing vessels has shut down whole villages.
U.S. ADMINISTRATION MAKES IT WORSE

The little humanitarian relief coming in en-
tered via the port of Hodeidah on Yemen’s west 
coast. Though the Obama administration armed 
the Saudis and assisted their daily bombing that 
made life a living hell for millions, it did demand the 
Saudis not bomb the port in Hodeidah. But now aid 
ships are avoiding Hodeidah, fearing that Trump’s 
administration will not hold the Saudis to even that 
minimal restraint. The war strategy of wealthy, re-
actionary Arab Gulf States is to bomb and starve 
the country into oblivion.

Yemenis declare to the few reporters who 
get to Sana’a, like Nawal al-Maghafi: “Tell the 
world. We are being slaughtered.” (“Yemen is 
becoming the new Syria—and Britain is di-
rectly to blame,” Telegraph, Feb. 24, 2017.) The 
perpetrators of the genocidal onslaught of the 
whole civilian population—especially the Sau-
di-led coalition with backing from Britain and 
the U.S.—are committing war crimes on a par 
with President Vladimir Putin of Russia and 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad in Syria. 

But for the millions of Yemenis who have been 
forced to flee their homes there is no escape from 
the carnage. Exit ports are blockaded and nearby 
countries like Egypt, Jordan and Lebanon no longer 
accept them.

In a global capitalist world whose states 
are devolving into fascism, scapegoating the 
“Other” and making mass murder acceptable, 
Yemenis cannot be forgotten. Their fate awaits 
all of us in a global collapse in capital accumu-
lation, out of which has spewed vile national-
ism and permanent war. More than ever the 
survival of humanity depends on the idea of 
human solidarity. 

Afrah Nasser, reflecting on the anniversary of 
the 2011 Yemeni uprising, cites Hannah Arendt: 
“revolutions are the only political events which con-
front us directly and inevitably with the problem 
of beginning.” Revolutionary new beginnings can 
bring to life new human relationships. Revolution in 
permanence is the arena to realize a new universal 
of human solidarity and freedom.

continued from p. 1

Mass rallies denounce Trump and defend immigrants
N.Y. Yemenis strike!

Mexico City—The xenophobic, racist, anti-im-
migrant remarks against undocumented Mexicans 
that spewed from U.S. President Donald Trump—
“They’re bringing drugs. They’re bringing crime. 
They’re rapists.”—during the election campaign 
have become the lying excuse for mass deportations. 

In Mexico, Trump’s rhetoric and actions are 
close to the number one topic of discussion and in-
spired protest marches and rallies. The concern, 
in part, is the impact of his policies—such as the 
possible abandonment of the North American Free 
Trade Agreement and the absurd demand that Mex-
ico should pay billions for a 1,900-mile wall on the 
U.S./Mexican border. Not to be underestimated is 
the money that undocumented workers in the U.S. 
send home to their families, dollars that help them 
survive in Mexico’s permanent economic crisis. 

So insulting are Trump’s words and ac-
tions that almost all sections of Mexican soci-
ety oppose him. The government of President 
Peña Nieto and most of the political parties 
are invoking patriotism as a unifying banner. 
But many here recognize that Nieto is not an 
authentic opposition to Trump and U.S. policy. 

Among the Mexican poor the concern is the hu-
man suffering that Trump’s directives are imposing. 
The millions of undocumented people in the U.S. 
have millions of family members and colleagues here 
in Mexico who are hearing from those in the north. 
Already, Mexican newspapers are carrying stories 
and pictures of Mexicans deported from the U.S. A 
recent article reported on measures that Mexicans 
from the Yucatan are taking in the U.S. to avoid “la 
migra” (the immigration police). They have created 
networks to share information on immigration po-
lice raids, changed addresses to P.O. boxes, go direct-
ly from home to work and back without any stops.

Trump’s attacks on undocumented Mexi-
cans is an extension of the U.S. imposing 
its economic, political and military will on 
Mexico. Mexicans have a long memory of this. 
Foremost is 1846 when the U.S. invaded Mexico 
and stole California, Arizona, New Mexico, and 
parts of Colorado and Nevada. In 1916, some 
10,000 US troops were sent to try and capture 
Pancho Villa. 

At times, the U.S. recruited Mexican workers to, 
for example, build the railroads in the Southwest. 
Then they were summarily expelled from the coun-
try. In the first part of the 20th century, U.S. oil com-
panies controlled production of Mexican oil. Mexican 
President Lázaro Cárdenas became a hero when he 
nationalized the oil industry in 1938. 

Much more could be added on the U.S.’s callous 
use of Mexican laborers in the U.S. and border in-
dustries, like the Bracero program, and the maqui-
ladoras that U.S. capitalists established in Mexico’s 
border cities in search of cheap labor.

 Mexico and Mexicans have forever been an ob-
ject, an Other, for U.S. business and political inter-
ests. Trumpism is the latest, vulgar manifestation. 
What may be a new beginning is the possibility of a 
solidarity of resistance to these policies by citizens 
on both sides of the border. —Eugene Walker

The view from Mexico

New York City—On Feb. 2, Yemeni immigrants 
here let their thoughts on Trump’s Muslim ban be 
known as they closed over 1,000 grocery stores, bo-
degas, and cafes all over the city for the day. 

In the evening, 5,000 of them and their support-
ers—which included the New York Taxi Workers Al-
liance—rallied at the Brooklyn Borough Hall. 

They chanted, “What do we want? JUSTICE! 
When do we want it? NOW!” As patch.com reported, 
one deli owner said of his participation: “We have 
to practice our democracy. We are American. This is 
our country too. Everybody comes here to have free-
dom, to practice whatever religion they like. We love 
America. We want to live in peace.”

—Anti-Trump Marxist-Humanist 

Los Angeles
Los Angeles—On Feb. 18, youth gathered at 

Pershing Square in downtown to march against 
President Trump’s white nationalist deportation of 
Mexicans, Muslims and undocumented immigrants. 
Protesters were white and Latinx with some Blacks, 
Asians and others. Signs were individually made 
along with printed ones brought by leftists.

We marched to Grand Park at City Hall 
chanting: “No Trump, no KKK, no fascist USA,” 
“Stop the Deportations” and “Immigrants are 
welcome here.” Some banners read: “We Are 
All Immigrants—Somos Todos Inmigrantes,” 
and “We are not immigrants” with a map of 
Mexico in 1830.

Homemade signs stated: “Stop Deportation,” 
“No Ban No Wall,” “Sanctuary Now,” “Amnesty for 
Immigrant Workers,” “Immigrants Make Great 
Americans,” “Impeach Trump,” “Stop Pretending 
Your Racism Is Patriotism,” “Deport White Suprem-
acists,” “The only minority destroying America are 

Florida students rally
Tampa, Fla.—About 500 students rallied on Jan. 

30 at Martin Luther King Plaza at the University of 
South Florida to support immigrants and to deliver 
a petition to the University president calling for di-
vestment from companies whose products harm the 
environment or which produce weapons and sup-
plies for the military.

Organized by  United Students Against 
Sweatshops, a spokeswoman said the univer-
sity has ignored every social justice issue they 
have raised. The rally included an open mic 
at which students from all over the world told 
their stories and expressed deep gratitude to 
the gathering for their support.

One young woman told her mother, who fled 
Iran in 1979, “Now is the time to speak out.” A 
proudly Black Muslim and feminist cried out against 
the travel ban which rips families apart. She said it 
was amazing and empowering to feel so much sup-
port around her. A member of Dream Defenders 
said, “They don’t see us as human.” A white man 
said, “I am you; you are them,” and a white woman 
proclaimed, “I am using my white privilege to fight 
white supremacy.” 

Two Black men, one American and one Nigeri-
an, pointed to the statue of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., to underline their calls for unity and refusal to 
let “a man only out for profit run our country.” Other 
students included the daughter of Bosnian refugees, 
a Mexican-American who warned people were shot 
when they climbed the wall, and a young man who 
tutors refugee children, asking for more volunteers.

—Visiting Senior

�

�

‘City of immigrants’
New York City—The opposition here to Presi-

dent Trump’s orders on immigration was fierce and 
rapid. The same night they were announced, Jan. 
25, over a thousand people rallied in historic Wash-
ington Square Park. We held up signs proclaiming 
solidarity with Muslim people and all immigrants. 
Several New York elected officials spoke out against 
the new orders and the Council on American-Islamic 
Relations played a major role in the protest. People 
chanted, “This is what America looks like.”

After the rally people took to the streets and 
headed uptown. Over 20 were thrown to the ground, 
cuffed and arrested. All were later released. 

Then, on Jan. 27 thousands assembled at 
John F. Kennedy airport to protest the immi-
gration ban and to support several Iraqi citi-
zens detained after landing. The crowd was so 
big that it filled one of the main international 
terminals. The subway link with the rest of 
New York was temporarily shut down to pre-
vent people from getting to the airport, a deci-
sion overturned by Governor Cuomo.

Cabbies at the airport announced a one-hour 
strike in support of the immigrants, and Lyft, a car 
service, pledged a million dollars to the ACLU to 
fight the immigration orders. Scandalously, however, 
Uber car service acted like a strikebreaker, picking 
up passengers in defiance of the call for a strike. The 
cab drivers chanted “No hate, no fear, immigrants 
are welcome here.”

At the same time, a Brooklyn federal courtroom 
and halls leading to it were packed with opponents of 
the ban. Then, on Jan. 29, in response to a citywide 
call to stand with immigrants, sponsored by many 
immigrant rights organizations and politicians, over 
10,000 people rallied in lower Manhattan with plans 
to march on the local office of the immigration de-
partment. Further protests are a certainty.

—Natalia Spiegel

the Rich,” “This Immigrant has paid more Taxes 
than the orange President.”

At Grand Park the marchers dispersed into 
small groups and talked, planned and socialized.

President Trump’s white supremacist policy is 
blaming Mexican and Muslim immigrants for to-
day’s economic crises of mass job shortages when it 
is actually caused by the capitalist system of invest-
ment in automation in the forms of computers, ro-
bots and machines rather than in human workers. 
Hitler’s Aryan supremacy scapegoated the Jewish 
people for mass unemployment rather than the capi-
talist system in Germany. Stop blaming Mexicans 
and Muslims!  —Basho
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Overcrowding, underfunding, understaffing, 
slave wages, high commissary prices, high phone 
rates, less food with what is served being nutrition-
ally deficient (e.g., less than a cup of vegetables a 
day, when USDA Guidelines recommend 2 ½ cups), 
lack of programming and poor medical care, are all 
the ingredients necessary for a recipe for disaster in 
the Michigan Department of Corrections (MDOC).

It was not a surprise when, on March 20 and 
21, 2016, over 1,000 out of 1,300 prisoners, crammed 
into Kinross Correctional Facility’s four aging pole 

barns, refused meals and demonstrated in the yard. 
On March 26-28, over 1,100 prisoners also refused 
meals. On April 12, 600 prisoners at Cotton Correc-
tional Facility refused meals and, on May 24, 700 of 
1,100 Level I prisoners refused meals at Marquette 
Branch Prison.

On Sept. 9, the 45th anniversary of the At-
tica State Prison rebellion, prisoners across 
the country answered the Free Alabama Move-
ment’s call for a nationwide prisoner labor 
strike by refusing to work in at least 23 states. 
Michigan prisoners struck at Kinross CF in the 
Upper Peninsula, Bellamy Creek CF and Mich-
igan Reformatory in Ionia. Striking Michigan 
prisoners were supported by a very militant 
demonstration at the state capitol in Lansing, 
when anarchists and their accomplices shut 

Michigan prisoners rise up!

Q U E E R N O T E S
by Elise

William A. Norris, the former federal appellate 
court judge who wrote in 1990 the majority decision 
that overturned the mandated discharge of staff ser-
geant Perry J. Watkins for outing himself, died in 
January. That ruling is the first to assert that Gay 
women and men are entitled to constitutional pro-
tection under the equal protection clause.

*   *   *
In Lebanon, Judge Rabin Maalouf ruled that 

being homosexual is not a punishable offense, say-
ing: “The duty of the courts is to protect human 
rights and people’s dignity.” His ruling is the fourth 
against Article 534, which could imprison those who 
engage in sexual acts that “contradict the laws of 
nature” for up to a year in prison. The ruling puts 
Lebanon in line with the International Convention 
on Human Rights. LGBTQ rights groups Helem and 
Proud Lebanon continue to work against Article 534. 

*   *   *
Only one day after U.S. President Donald Trump 

signed his Muslim immigrant ban, Queer people and 
their supporters held a fundraiser for the Chicago 
LGBT Asylum Support Partners/CLASP. CLASP 
provides support to U.S. immigrants including hous-
ing, mass transit fare cards and meals. Trump’s ban 
included the statement that the U.S. “should not 
admit those...who would oppress Americans of any...
sexual orientation.” He was unable to fool many 
LGBTQ people into thinking he is trying to protect 
them, or other groups, from terrorism.

*   *   *
Tennessee legislators proposed a number of an-

ti-Gay bills. Under one, when a couple uses artificial 
insemination to have a child, the spouse who does 
not give birth will not be recognized as that child’s 
parent or guardian unless they file for second-parent 
adoption, often a lengthy and costly process. Another 
bill defines marriage as between one man and one 
woman and recognizes state marriage law over the 
Supreme Court’s 2015 legalization of same-sex mar-
riage all across the US.

*   *   *
LGBTQI victims of torture are among those 

whom the Center for Victims of Torture seeks to 
heal. CVT provides mental and physical therapy 
around the world, pioneers research and trains 
those in rehab centers to provide mental health 
services for victims of torture. 

Wewahitchka, Fla.—Cries of forlorn despair are 
emitted in the graveyard of our penal system, yet 
they are scarcely ever acknowledged due to the myr-
iad layers of deplorable dirt that effectively muffle 
the sound from being heard by those outside of hell’s 
harrowing grasp. Like cattle tightly packed within 
a feedlot, we are constrained with no regard to our 
humanity, only being granted any significance at all 
due to how much potential profit can be derived from 
our pitiful existence. 

Well, what is democracy when a particular por-
tion of the population can be systematically silenced 
through the way that they are heartlessly stowed 
away and stripped of every right? Furthermore, who 
is left to fight for those who are unable to stick up 
for themselves? 

Many people walk around either unaware 
of or unsympathetic to the atrocious oppres-
sion which occurs in today’s legal system until 
the fateful day that it actually begins to affect 
them. 

That is when they discover that once one is con-
victed of a crime, not only is their freedom taken 
away, but they are enslaved as well due to the clause 
in the 13th Amendment that allows slavery to be an 
instrument of punishment. 

That is when they realize that they are noth-
ing more than a source of income for the privateers 
within prisons’ growth industry. Once they compare 
the government spending that finances the system’s 
daily operations to the private profit that is accu-
mulated from it, they will begin to understand the 
elaborate Ponzi scheme that has no interest in chal-
lenging recidivism, but that has every incentive to 
retain custody of individuals with no regard to their 
hopes, dreams, or rights. 

That is when they will know what it is like to 
be helpless. 

For everybody who is fighting any form of 
oppression—regardless of what type—it needs 
to be understood that we must fight together, 
for nobody is free until everybody is free. There 
are no specific or separate causes, because the 
cause of freedom is an all-encompassing one, 
and we must all unite to ensure that the bells 
of liberty can be heard everywhere. Revolu-
tion is not an event; it is a mentality.

May everybody be free.
May politicians realize that sooner or later it 

must be so. 
May God wake up from the slumber which 

seems to have overcome Him lately, that way He 
can return to implement true justice on earth once 
again, instead of mankind’s corrupt concept of it. 

Some call me a fighter. Others call me a dream-
er. Many would say that the convergence of these two 
characteristics would constitute a revolutionary. 

But I swear I’m just a boy who wants to be free. 
—Bojan Jesic

End degenerate fascist private prisons!
If there is an institution that merges corporate 

and government power and does so in a way that 
exempts itself from legal oversight, that institution 
is a fascist one. 

Shane Bauer of Mother Jones magazine went 
undercover as a prison guard inside of a for-profit 
prison in Winn, Louisiana, in 2014. He exposed, in 
a well documented June 2016 story, corrupt and in-
tolerable inhuman practices that made incarcera-
tion profitable for degenerate fascists. 

One example of the abusive policies at the 
prison that Bauer recounted was a training 
session in which guards were taught to al-
low prisoners to attack other prisoners and 
not to interfere! They were taught to call on 
other guards to gang up on prisoners and beat 
them. This prison-for-profit, as an institution, 
corrupted and debased the entire community 
around it with its immoral practices.

The vicious, inhuman institution, CoreCivic, 
was revealed to be so odious and criminal that the 
Obama Administration decided to phase out federal 
funds for for-profit prisons completely. Another one 
of the abuses cultivated during the Bush era was at 
last coming to an end.

Then Donald Trump became president. He ap-
pointed Jeff Sessions, a brazen racist, as Attorney 
General. Among other things, Sessions attempted 
to falsely accuse civil rights activists of voter fraud 
because they took absentee ballots to post offices 
for senior citizens who lived in isolated rural com-
munities. This vicious racist needs to be removed 
from office by any means we can use. 

The degenerate Sessions has, as one of his 
first acts, reinstated federal contracts for for-
profit prisons. This decision affects tens of 
thousands of prisoners.

The populations of for-profit prisons are mostly 
nonviolent drug offenders and immigrants. Law en-
forcement officials say that crime has been decreas-
ing for years. Arrests are down. The prison popula-
tion is decreasing. Those are facts.

Racist Sessions, crackpot liar Trump and the 

I just want to be free!

fanatical fascists at CoreCivic disagree with real-
ity. They claim we need more arrests, more people 
in prison and more profit for fascists committing 
human rights violations.

After the story appeared in Mother Jones the 
fascists at Correctional Corporation of America 
changed their name to CoreCivic and hired another 
corporate fascist outfit for an “aggressive media 
campaign” in which they illegally threatened jour-
nalists who tell the truth to the public about their 
criminal abuse.

Suppression of the free press and civil 
liberties generally, is another defining char-
acteristic of the ideology of fascism, as is or-
ganized criminal activity by institutional of-
ficials.

For-profit prisons need direct action by the peo-
ple to close them down permanently. Prisons rely 
on outside services, and these must be disrupted 
and discontinued to force the closure of every one of 
these prisons. CoreCivic must cease to exist. 

By direct action, we can make it impossible for 
the fascists to function. The executives and share-
holders should be thwarted in everything they at-
tempt to do. Let us make them infamous and re-
viled everywhere they go.

—Thomas Richard Jackson
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down traffic and unfurled banners.
At Kinross CF, prisoner kitchen workers struck. 

The administration’s response was to serve “sack 
lunches” consisting of a couple of pieces of bread 
or bologna sandwiches and a piece of fruit at every 
meal. On Sept. 10, 400 prisoners went on the yard 
and marched peacefully to voice their demand to be 
served the hot meals required. 

In response, the MDOC mobilized over 100 
armed corrections and state police officers who con-
fronted the prisoners and ordered them to return 

to their units. The prisoners 
complied peacefully, only to 
have their hands ziptied, tak-
en back outside and forced to 
kneel on the ground in groups 
for hours in the rain, as the of-
ficers picked out 250 so-called 
“agitators” for immediate 
transfer to other prisons. 

Sometime during this all 
hell broke loose, with sinks 
and other fixtures smashed, 
windows broken and at least 
one fire set, rendering two of 
the eight units in the four pole 
barns uninhabitable. MDOC 
spokespersons had repeat-
edly stated the prisoner labor 
strike and demonstration at 
Kinross CF were peaceful, 
while corrections officer union 
spokespersons claimed it was 
a violent riot.

It strains the bonds of credibility to think that 
this “riot” was not provoked by the officers. How they 
managed to get peaceful prisoners to riot when zip-
tied and confronted by officers with automatic weap-
ons is beyond the knowledge of this writer. Fortu-
nately, according to reports, no one was hurt.

What’s next for Michigan’s prisoners? No doubt, 
more of the same until the MDOC alleviates the 
extreme overcrowding and provides decent hous-
ing, food, medical care, programming and wages to 
prisoners. With eight men in four-man cubes and 
two men in one-man cells, there are double the men 
using the yards, dayrooms, chow halls, bathrooms, 
showers, etc. than these facilities were designed for. 

Michigan’s women prisoners have it even worse. 
Crammed into overcrowded prisons, underfed, de-
nied proper medical care and programming, while 
forced to work for declining slave wages and subject 
to losing commissary privileges, no wonder Michi-
gan prisoners are rising up! The only question is, 
why did it take so long? —Rand W. Gould C-187131

Chippewa Correctional Facility, 
4269 W. M-80, Kincheloe, MI  49784
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women on Medicaid would suffer the most. 
♀	 The mandate for employer-sponsored health in-
surance plans to cover contraception with no co-pay 
is now in serious danger of being repealed, as is the 
interpretation that contraception is preventive care 
and therefore covered by insurance. Trump aims to 
defund Planned Parenthood, which in 2014 provided 
3.6 million contraceptive services, almost triple the 
1.3 million provided by other clinics.
♀	 Declaring war on immigrants and refugees—
most of whom are women, children and families—
by declaring that 
anyone without 
papers, or with 
any kind of in-
fraction, no mat-
ter how petty, is 
a criminal and 
should be deport-
ed. 
♀	 Appointing 
known racist and 
anti-abortion 
extremist Jeff 
Sessions as At-
torney General. 
He is unlikely to 
target or pros-
ecute the real 
terrorist threat 
in the U.S.: anti-
abortion fanatics 
who have killed, 
bombed and 
burnt, and whose 
foaming-at-the-
mouth followers mob and terrorize women going into 
healthcare facilities. 
FIGHTBACK INTERNATIONALLY 

There is fightback worldwide, especially when 
it comes to reproductive justice. Lilianne Ploumen, 
Netherlands’ minister of foreign trade and develop-
ment cooperation, created “She Decides,” an NGO 
dedicated to raising money for groups affected by 
Trump’s gag rule. As we go to press nine countries 
are in support of She Decides, with ten more com-
mitted to attending a meeting in March to figure out 
how to raise the money needed to make up what the 
global gag rule has taken away.

That women suffer and struggle worldwide is 
a fact. Women in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo are murdered and raped by government forc-
es as well as by those the soldiers are fighting. In 
Russia, President Vladimir Putin’s regime gave the 
green light to domestic violence, downgrading “bat-
tery within the family” from a criminal offense to an 
administrative one—this in a country where stud-
ies show that almost 40 women a day die from inju-
ries inflicted by husbands or partners. (See “Women 
WorldWide,” p. 2.)

Not unexpectedly, women in countries at 
war suffer dreadfully, as they do now in Yemen 
(see Editorial “Yemen as world’s future?” p. 1), 
Iraq and Afghanistan. Women in Syria were 
on the front lines when the Syrian revolution 
first began as part of the Arab Spring. They 
are also suffering both in their country and as 
refugees in camps in Lebanon, Turkey, Jordan 
and elsewhere and they are still fighting back 
(see “Syrian women as force and revolutionary 
Reason,” Jan.-Feb. 2017 N&L). 

As they were in 2015, Chinese feminists were at-
tacked by their government, who shut down the web-
site of Feminist Voices for 30 days for daring to men-
tion that women in other countries are calling for a 
mass strike on International Women’s Day, March 8.
THE POWER OF THE INTERNATIONAL WLM

That there is an international women’s libera-
tion movement (WLM) present in every country on 
earth is not new. What is new is the creative ways 
women are using the power of social media to inform 
each other of our struggles worldwide and as an or-
ganizing tool. 

Two events have galvanized women globally. 
One was what women did in Poland on Oct. 13, 2016 
(see “Polish women show path forward,” Nov.-Dec. 
2016, N&L). Tens of thousands of women and their 
supporters, dressed in black, took to the streets in 
over 60 cities and engaged in a general strike while 
students skipped classes. They said “No!” to the Pol-
ish parliament’s plans to worsen an already draco-
nian anti-abortion law. The new law would allow 
legal abortions only if the woman’s life was “directly 
threatened.” 

The right-wing Polish leaders were so 
traumatized by the women’s anger and mili-
tancy that they backed down on what they had 
expected to be a done deal. What they feared 
was revolution and the ideas of the demonstra-
tors—their desire for new human relations. 

The other event was the Jan. 21 Women’s March 
on Washington (see “Democracy in the streets votes 

Trump out!” and “Inauguration of neo-fascism faces 
widespread revolt,” Jan.-Feb. 2017 N&L) and sister 
marches held on every continent, sometimes several 
in a country—at least 30 in Canada. 

From Paris, France, to Nairobi, Kenya, 
from Kolkata, India, to Belgrade, Serbia, and 
from Durban, South Africa, to Melbourne, Aus-
tralia, women and men let their voices be heard 
loud and clear: “Love trumps hate!” “Our bod-
ies, our lives, our right to decide!” signs with 
graphics depicting a Muslim, Black, and His-
panic woman titled “We the people” were ubiq-

uitous as were 
anti-Trump 
signs. 

The call for 
the “Women’s 
March on Lon-
don” proclaimed 
“We unite and 
stand together 
for the dignity 
and equality of 
all peoples, for 
the safety and 
health of our 
planet and for 
the strength of 
our vibrant and 
diverse commu-
nities. We will 
come together 
in the spirit of 
democracy, hon-
ouring the cham-
pions of human 
rights who have 

gone before us.”
Even before the unprecedented nature of these 

marches was known, women in Argentina and sev-
eral Latin American countries were in contact over 
local femicides. Women in Poland reached out and 
women in many countries came together and agreed 
on calling a worldwide women’s strike for March 
8, International Women’s Day. (We look forward to 
what transpires on March 8, but because we must 
go to press on March 6, we will report on March 8 
events in the May-June issue.)

Planners of the strike say they were inspired by 
a strike by women in Iceland. On Oct. 24, 1975, 90% 
of Iceland’s women struck their jobs to “protest wage 
discrepancy and unfair employment practices.” They 
brought the country to a standstill and 25,000 wom-
en (there were only 220,000 people in all of Iceland 
then) rallied in Reykjavik. A second action that in-
spired the strike was the mass protests of the wom-
en in Poland on Oct. 13 mentioned previously. (See 
“Women WorldWide” on p. 2 for more on the origins 
of the Women’s Strike.)
THE DIALECTICS OF REVOLUTION IN LIFE

Women’s determination to transform a crush-
ing reality reveals the dialectic in life. The dialectics 
of revolution can be understood as self-development 
through contradiction. In our world women experi-
ence the contradiction of knowing that we are full hu-
man beings and yet are treated as things—abused, 
raped, murdered, our bodies and lives controlled by 
others. What the massive marches and the determi-
nation to keep the movement going show is women 
negating that sexist, racist, heterosexist, capitalist 
reality and demanding a different society. 

Moreover, women are half the world’s people 
and they experience multiple contradictions because 
they are of color, are workers, youth, disabled, Les-
bian, Transgender, gender non-conforming, and at-
tributes we have yet to recognize and name. Thus a 
worldwide women’s movement has within it a revo-
lutionary world transformative potential. 

Karl Marx asked: What does “wealth” mean 
when it is stripped of its capitalistic meaning? 
Part of his answer was that kind of “wealth” 
is “the universality of individual needs, ca-
pacities, pleasures, productive forces etc….
The absolute working-out of his and her cre-
ative potentialities…Where he or she does not 
reproduce themselves in one specificity, but 
produces their totality? Strives not to remain 
something he or she has become, but is in the 
absolute movement of becoming?”

Today’s women’s movement is experiencing what 
it means to be transformed by a freedom movement, 
to be “in the absolute movement of becoming”—just 
ask anyone who marched in Chicago, Washington, 
London, New York, etc. 

The task is to make explicit the humanist de-
sire in the movement so that it knows itself, and 
acknowledges that we can never be satisfied with 
some paltry electoral victory, knowing now how eas-
ily those “victories” can be swept away in the next 
election. What is necessary is a revolution in perma-
nence that doesn’t stop with the simple overthrow of 
someone like Trump, but is based on those humanist 
instincts, to make real what we know a human being 
can be.

continued from p. 1
Women lead against retrogression

On Feb. 1 thousands protested the University of California-Berkeley’s College Republicans’ guest 
speaker, the racist, sexist, transphobic Milo Yiannopoulos. Yiannopoulos was to inaugurate a 
campaign against allowing the University to continue as a sanctuary campus that protects 
immigrant students.
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Explore the Archives of 
Raya Dunayevskaya

As an activist with the Women’s Liberation 
Movement from its beginnings, Raya 
Dunayevskaya contributed an essay on 
“The Women’s Liberation Movement as 
Reason and as Revolutionary Force” to 
the anthology Notes on 
Women’s Liberation in 1970, 
and a special Appendix, 
“Women as Thinkers and 
as Revolutionaries,” to the 
pamphlet Working Women for 
Freedom in 1976, following 
a series of six lectures she 
gave at the Wayne State 
University Center for Adult 
Education for International 
Women’s Year. Her writings on 
Women’s Liberation were translated into 
Farsi for a pamphlet issued by Iranian women 
revolutionaries for International Women’s 
Day, 1980. 

With the first publication of Karl Marx’s 
Ethnological Notebooks, Dunayevskaya 
singled out the relationship of this last 
work to Marx’s early Humanist Essays that 
took up the Man/Woman relationship. She 
developed this in her third major work, Rosa 

Luxemburg, Women’s 
Liberation, and 
Marx’s Philosophy of 
Revolution.

Dunayevskaya 
is one of the rare 
women who founded 
her own revolutionary 
organization and she 
did it at the height 
of Sen. Joseph 
McCarthy’s witch 
hunt of communists. 
She led News and 
Letters Committees 
from its beginning in 
1955 until her death in 

1987. She also founded and then continued 
to deepen a unique philosophy, Marxist-
Humanism. 

In the process she corresponded with the 
women in her organization and with women 
revolutionaries worldwide including Adrienne 
Rich (who wrote the Foreword to Rosa 
Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s 
Philosophy of Revolution), Natalia Trotsky, 
Maria Barreno, 
Selma James, Grace 
Lee Boggs, Tatyana 
Mamonova, Phyllis 
Ntantala, Gloria 
I. Joseph, Frigga 
Haug, Janet Afary, 
Sheila Rowbotham, 
Meridel Le Sueur—
and many more.

In this Women’s History Month you can 
explore for yourself the Raya Dunayevskaya 
Archives at: www.rayadunayevskaya.org and 
meet one of history’s most extraordinary 
revolutionary women.

Urszula Wislanka for News & Letters
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YOUTH IN ACTION

San Francisco clears 
more land for rich
San Francisco—In the old shipyard in the Bay 

View/Hunters Point (BVHP) area, where a huge 
housing development is going up, environmental 
researcher Dr. Ray Tomkins has presented compre-
hensive evidence of dangerous levels of pollution. 

BVHP is a largely African-American com-
munity, and the life expectancy for people 
there is 14 years less than in the wealthy Rus-
sian Hill neighborhood! This is a clear case of 
environmental racism.

More than 20% of the ground of the former ship-
yard is radioactive, and both city officials and the 
developer, Lennar Corp., have concealed this. In the 
Lake Merced area, thousands of residents, many el-
derly, are being driven from their homes by develop-
ers. Evictions continue full-pace in the rest of the 
city. 
IN THE NAME OF THE ‘PUBLIC GOOD’

The real estate push is being presented as a 
public good when it is, in fact, an eviction of many 
of the city’s working-class, poor, and racial minority 
residents to make way for the wealthy. Many fell for 
the first phase of the Bay Area Plan, California’s own 
“black snake,” a bullet train between San Francisco 
and Los Angeles that gave a green light to develop-
ers to seize over one square mile of real estate in the 
South of Market neighborhood of San Francisco. 

Homes and land are being seized all along the 
peninsula and in the Central Valley, and the train 
tracks will go through sensitive wetlands. Costs are 
now projected to be over ten times the original esti-
mate. 

A number of organizations, including SPUR and 
the SF Bay Area Renters’ Federation/SFBARF, are 
posing as non-profits while fronting for real estate 
interests. They are suing local governments and dis-
rupting city council meetings all over the Bay Area. 
Anyone who objects is accused of “NIMBY-ism” and 
berated. 

Developers are demanding the removal 
of Berkeley residents near downtown, calling 
their homes and older cars “blight,” and often 
threatening their landlords. The fake “accel-
erator fund” for “affordable housing” goes in-
stead to developers.

Historic murals have been painted over, and so 
many artists have fled that there is a new expres-
sion in the local vocabulary, “the Creative Diaspora.” 
Benches, still needed by the elderly and disabled, 
have been removed to drive away homeless people. 
Not even a celebration of the 1967 “Summer of Love” 
is being allowed by the city.
DEVELOPMENT FOR WHOSE INTERESTS?

The resistance to all this is massive, dedicated 
and thoughtful. Along with protests, people are care-
fully documenting each detail of the crisis in housing 
and human services, and taking the preservation of 
the actual history of the Bay Area into their own 
hands. The Gray Panthers, the Anti-Eviction Map-
ping Project, the Alliance of Californians for Com-
munity Empowerment and many other individuals 
and organizations are working to great effect. 

The real estate interests are standing on shaky 
ground. Anger is everywhere, and people are fight-
ing back. The most important thing we can do is re-
member that the actual environment includes live 
human beings. The needs of ordinary people are not 
the problem. It is capitalism that is not sustainable.

—D. Chêneville

Mass mobilizations in D.C. to follow the mas-
sive Jan. 21 Women’s March on Washington include 
a March for Science and teach-in on Earth Day, April 
22. More than 300 satellite marches are expected 
across the world. The official 
call begins:

“The March for Science 
is a celebration of our pas-
sion for science and a call to 
support and safeguard the 
scientific community. Recent 
policy changes have caused 
heightened worry among sci-
entists, and the incredible 
and immediate outpouring 
of support has made clear 
that these concerns are also 
shared by hundreds of thou-
sands of people around the 
world. 

“The mischaracteriza-
tion of science as a partisan 
issue, which has given policy-
makers permission to reject 
overwhelming evidence, is a 
critical and urgent matter.”

Scientists have already rallied in San 
Francisco and Boston against President Don-
ald Trump’s attacks on science and scientists. 

The Trump administration immediately elimi-
nated all information about climate change from the 
White House website, except for a vow to get rid of 
President Obama’s Climate Action Plan. Websites 
of various Departments were scrubbed too, and the 
new bosses tried to gag scientists, regulators and 
others working for the executive branch. 

When Badlands National Park continued to post 
facts about climate change, the tweets were deleted. 
People associated with Badlands and other agencies 
set up 65 unofficial Twitter accounts to resist Trump 
and publish facts on climate, the environment, and 
the 1940s internment of Japanese Americans.
VOLUNTEERS RESCUE DATA

The fear that the new administration may try 
to destroy scientific data spurred hundreds of vol-
unteers to engage in “data rescue,” copying environ-
mental data from government websites to servers 
out of the administration’s reach.

The fears are also based on Trump’s “Cabi-
net of deniers,” including Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson, in charge of ExxonMobil while 
it was funding climate change denial—despite 
its own scientists’ awareness in the 1970s that 
climate change was under way.

Trump’s allies want to eliminate government 
funding for climate research, starting with NASA 
and the EPA, and for international programs deal-
ing with climate change. 

Scientists march to safeguard truth 
They assault the public with anti-science 

propaganda, including climate denial and 
creationism taught in schools. But since they 
need science for capitalism’s productivity, 

profits and weapons, they want 
it to be the private property of 
corporations and the military. 

The call for the March for Sci-
ence poses it as a beginning, and en-
visages “continuing to celebrate and 
defend science at all levels—from 
local schools to federal agencies—
throughout the world.” Scientists 
agree on the demand for all to “lis-
ten to evidence,” but are debating 
whether this is “a political protest.” 
NO TO SCIENCE AS TOOL OF 
FASCISM

The newly formed “Scientists 
Against A Fascist Establishment” 
issued a statement refuting the 
idea that science is ever not politi-
cal. It declared, in part:

“It is not up for debate; sci-
ence can be, and has been, used 

as a tool of fascism, of active oppression. We must 
take an early and unequivocal stance: We will not let 
this happen, even if it means much of our funding is 
lost.” —Franklin Dmitryev

Teachers and parents 
fight school closings

Detroit—A flood of outraged resistance has forced 
the Michigan School Reform Office to beat a hasty 
retreat from the letter it sent to parents in January, 
that it would close 38 low-performing schools in pre-
dominantly minority districts. Twenty-four schools 
in the Detroit Public Schools Community District 
(DPSCD) are on the list, but that letter went out be-
fore the DPSCD was even notified! 

A grassroots group, 482Forward, has gath-
ered data and is organizing activities to pre-
vent all the closings. The DPSCD school board 
and administration, the State Board of Educa-
tion, the Wayne County Regional Educational 
Services Administration oppose the wholesale 
closures. Now even Governor Rick Snyder 
wants more study and has delayed the final 
closure announcement until May.

Just days after the potential school closures 
were first announced, 400 teachers, parents and 
activists came out on Super Bowl Sunday to net-
work, advocate for special-needs students, organize 
demonstrations, and build the independent free-
dom school movement. Ms. Aurora Harris spoke of 
the 4,000 to 5,000 special education children (out of 
47,000 in the DPSCD) who are rejected by charter 
schools, but who still do not get adequate legally 
mandated services. 

Ms. Helen Moore, a founder of Black Par-
ents for Quality Education 50 years ago, told 
us, “We are at war. And I don’t do second-class 
citizenship.”

At a community meeting, one retired teacher 
urged people to recognize that calling a school “bad” 
only means low test scores. “We need to talk more 
about what is right with the schools, and let the 
children know that poor test scores do not define 
them. We also need to change the relationship of the 
schools to their communities, and recognize that the 
communities can provide resources to support not 
just academics but the human development of the 
children.” —Retired Detroit teacher

New York City—Over 2,000 Transgender people 
and their allies rallied at the historic Stonewall Inn 
on Feb. 23 to denounce the Trump administration’s 
decision to cease to protect and defend the rights of 
Transgender students in U.S. schools. 

The crowd was strong, angry, and passionate. 
People chanted that they would not go back to the 
days when Trans youth were marginalized, bullied 
and harassed. A wide variety of LGBTQ groups or-
ganized the rally. 

Speakers included Transgender youth, their 
parents, legal advocates for the Transgender com-
munity, representatives of Black and Latinx LGBTQ 
organizations and local politicians. Chants included 
“When Trans youth are under attack, what do we 
do? Stand up, fight back!” —N.S. 

by Natalia Spiegel
On Inauguration Day, in Minneapolis over 2,000 

protesters from the University of Minnesota, Augs-
burg College and local high schools walked out of 
classes and took to the streets declaring opposition 
to Trump. At Ohio State in Columbus, hundreds of 
students walked out of classes and that night over 
1,500 people rallied in support of women’s rights and 
in opposition to Trump. There was a campus-wide 
shutdown at the University of California-Berkeley 
with a rally and anti-Trump protests at USC, San 
Diego City College, UCLA, the University of Texas 
at Austin, Temple in Philadelphia and Florida State. 
Thousands of students at Cornell in Ithaca, N.Y., 
rallied on Jan. 21, the day of the Women’s March on 
Washington. 

* * *
In Kerala, India, student Jishnu Pranoy hanged 

himself in desperation after private university man-
agers harassed and beat him. Massive student dem-
onstrations in January were organized in response. 
Students threw rocks at university buildings and 
police and denounced on social media terroristic 
private school managers who had torture rooms for 
students on some campuses. 

* * *
On Feb. 7, under the banner of “no ban and no 

wall,” several hundred students in New York City or-
ganized a walkout from over 25 schools in the Bronx, 
Queens, and Manhattan to denounce Trump’s im-
migration policies. 

* * *
On Feb. 16, as immigrant groups called for a na-

tional strike in defense of immigrant rights, nearly 
half the students at a St. Paul, Minn., charter school, 
the “Academia Cesar Chavez,” walked out. 

* * *
In Tehran, Iran, university and college students 

defied militia forces and paramilitary groups to 
demonstrate in December against the government. 
Students demanded political prisoners be freed, de-
nounced their country’s environmental degradation 
and interrupted speeches by leading figures of the 
regime. 

* * *
In late January hundreds of Polish students pro-

testing in Warsaw against the new nationalist gov-
ernment denounced its isolationist moves, the lack 
of concern for environmental issues and educational 
“reform” eliminating the middle school system. 

Chicago, NYC rally for 
Transgender students 

Transgender and gender nonconforming people and their allies 
rallied in Chicago, Ill., against Trump’s lifting of former President 
Obama’s guidance for schools to let gender variant students use 
bathrooms and locker rooms in accordance with their gender iden-
tity.
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Who We Are And What We Stand For
News and Letters Committees is an 

organization of Marxist-Humanists. It has 
always stood for the abolition of capitalism, 
both in its private property form as in the 
U.S., and in its state property form calling 
itself Communist, which appeared as the 
Russian Revolution was transformed into 
its opposite. That retrogression anticipated 
the next stage of development—the age of 
state-capitalism. We stand for a society of 
new human relations, what Marx called a 
new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation—activities 
which signaled a new movement from prac-
tice that was itself a form of theory. News 
& Letters was created so that the voices of 
revolt could be heard unseparated from the 
articulation of a philosophy of liberation.

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist-
Humanism, was Chairwoman of News and 
Letters Committees from its founding to 
1987. Charles Denby (1907–1983), a Black 
rank-and-file autoworker, author of Indig-
nant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal, was edi-
tor of the paper from 1955 to 1983. 

The articulation of the relationship be-
tween the movement from practice which 
is itself a form of theory and the movement 
from theory to philosophy is reflected in 
Dunayevskaya’s three major works.

Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 un-
til Today (1958), established the American 
roots of Marxism while presenting a com-
prehensive attack on present-day Commu-
nism, which is a form of state-capitalism. It 
re-established Marxism in its original form 
as “a thorough-going Naturalism or human-
ism,” while pointing to the new Humanist 
philosophy expressed by the working class. 
It presented history and theory as emanat-
ing from the movement from practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to 
Sartre and from Marx to Mao (1973), writ-
ten after the failed revolts of the 1960s, ar-
ticulated the integrality of philosophy and 
revolution as the characteristic of the age 
and, tracing it historically, caught the link of 
continuity with the Humanism of Marx. As 
against the vanguard party, the integration of 
dialectics and organization reflects the revo-
lutionary maturity of the age and the passion 
for a philosophy of liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and 
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (1982) ex-

plores Marx’s body of ideas from his discov-
ery of a continent of thought and of revo-
lution in his youth to the “new moments” 
of his last decade. Written for our time of 
revolutions in developing countries, the 
rise of the international women’s liberation 
movement, and global economic crisis, it 
reveals the absolute challenge to make real 
Marx’s “revolution in permanence” as the 
determinant for the relationship of theory 
and practice and as ground for organization.

These works spell out the philosoph-
ic ground of Marx’s Humanism. American 
Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard 
(1963, 1983) concretizes it on the American 
scene and shows the two-way freedom road 
between the U.S. and Africa.

In 1989 News and Letters Commit-
tees published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 
philosophic breakthrough—her two letters 
on Hegel’s Absolutes—and her 1987 Pre-
sentation on the Dialectics of Organization 
and Philosophy in The Philosophic Moment of 
Marxist-Humanism. 

This body of ideas challenges all those 
desiring freedom to transcend the limita-
tions of post-Marx Marxism. In light of the 
crises of our nuclear-armed world, climate 
change, and failed revolutions, it becomes 

imperative not only to reject what is, but 
to further work out the revolutionary Hu-
manist future inherent in the present. The 
recreation of Marx’s philosophy as Marxist-
Humanism is recorded in Dunayevskaya’s 
archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection—
Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its World 
Development, deposited at Wayne State Uni-
versity in Detroit and available to all.

We aim to continue to develop 
Marxist-Humanism and make it available 
to all who struggle for freedom. In oppos-
ing this capitalist, racist, sexist, heterosex-
ist, class-ridden society, we have adopted a 
committee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party “to lead.” 

We participate in all class and freedom 
struggles, nationally and internationally. As 
our Constitution states: 

“It is our aim…to promote the firm-
est unity among workers, Blacks and other 
minorities, women, youth and those intel-
lectuals who have broken with the ruling 
bureaucracy of both capital and labor.” We 
do not separate mass activities from the ac-
tivity of thinking. 

Send for a free copy of the Constitution 
of News and Letters Committees or see it 
on our website: www.newsandletters.org. 
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WORLD   VIEWIN

Hundreds of thousands of people in South Su-
dan are in danger of starvation. The reason isn’t 
a shortage of food, but an abundance of war. After 
decades of struggle South Sudan achieved inde-
pendence from Sudan in 2011. Almost immediately 
rebellion broke out between the government and 
various armed groups. In 2015 a split within the 
government led to a full civil war between a faction 
led by President Salva Kiir and one led by Vice-Pres-
ident Riek Machar.

Despite tentative agreements, the war con-
tinues. Close to two million in a population of 
twelve million have been internally displaced. 
There have been mass rapes and hundreds of 
thousands of acutely malnourished children. 
Tens of thousands are in unsafe refugee camps. 
Women are in constant danger of sexual as-
sault immediately outside the camps where 
they are often forced to forage.

One mother in a refugee camp was interviewed: 
“We get oil and grain but there are shortages and 
that puts us in a difficult situation. When we go out 
to fetch firewood some of us risk being attacked. It 
has happened to sisters and friends of mine. [The 
city of] Malakal is now held by government troops, 
but they are the people who harass us when we go 
out” (The Guardian, Jan. 16). In some camps, wom-
en are taking matters into their own hands, captur-
ing and imprisoning rapists.  —E.W.

In February, Romanians by the hundreds of 
thousands took to the streets in protest against the 
Social Democratic government’s new law that sought 
to grant immunity to government officials accused of 
corruption. The government was forced to back down 
and void the law, but demonstrations have contin-
ued, some involving tens of thousands, demanding 
the government resign.

Romania, with a bitter 20th century history—
allied with Hitler’s Germany, then dominated by 
Russia after World War II, and finally enduring 
decades of Nicolae Ceausescu’s Communist dicta-
torship, which was overthrown in 1989—has under-
gone numerous changes in government in the last 
decades.

Romanians are using theater, poetry, public 
readings of protest literature, and humor to express 
their demands for change. Perhaps this signals the 
birth of an ongoing movement. —E.W. 

India’s masses, particularly the poor, and espe-
cially poor women, are suffering under Prime Minis-
ter Modi’s four-month-old currency revision. Seeking 
to stem “corruption,” including failure to pay taxes, 
Modi without warning eliminated the 500 and 1,000 
rupee notes ($7.50 and $15) that made up about 86% 
of all currency in circulation.

Suddenly millions of people no longer had the 
proper bills to buy food and medicine, pay salaries, 
pay rent, and so on. India’s economy is almost com-
pletely cash-dependent.

Workers were laid off. Consumption of vegeta-
bles and other foodstuffs fell. Both villagers and ur-
ban residents spent time in endless lines at banks 
trying to exchange money. The difficulties have been 
enormous and damage to the economy extreme. This 
is how Modi promotes “modernization” in India.

—E.W.

Indian troops continue intermittent clashes 
with young militants in various villages in Kashmir. 
It is the latest episode in a 30-year-long insurgency. 
A significant part of Kashmir’s population continues 
to demand the independence that was denied in the 
1947 partition of India and Pakistan.

While India has an overwhelming military force 
occupying Kashmir, militant groups remain active. 
Some may receive support from Pakistani intelli-
gence services, but there is no doubt that many vil-
lages support and protect these indigenous militants 
and their demands for an independent Kashmir.

Shouts of “Azaadi!” the Urdu word for freedom, 
are heard at protests. The New York Times (Nov. 15, 
2016) described the relation between the young in-
surgents and the villagers:

“It is hard to make arrests because the militants 
operate in the forests around the villages where they 
grew up. When the police close in, crowds of people 
rush to the scene and try to stop the security forces 
by throwing rocks, yelling chants and generally in-
terfering, knowing the officers will resist shooting 
at them. ‘From the front side you are fighting the 
militants, and from the back side you are getting hit 
by stones,’ said the police chief.”

—Eugene Walker

by Gerry Emmett
March 2017 marks the sixth anniversary of the 

Syrian Revolution. There is another round of “peace 
talks” in Geneva. The brutal war that Assad’s fas-
cist regime and its allies, Iran and Russia, superim-
posed upon the peaceful protests of 2011 has grown 
to include much of 
the world—four of 
the five permanent 
members of the UN 
Security Council 
are involved, along 
with regional pow-
ers Saudi Arabia 
and NATO member 
Turkey, and thou-
sands of Shi’a and 
Sunni jihadists.

Now that the 
world-historic na-
ture of the Revolu-
tion has become ap-
parent, many on the 
Left have come to 
recognize a sense of 
responsibility to it.
THE POINT IS TO 
CHANGE IT...

More importantly, Syrian revolutionaries have 
articulated this international responsibility as a 
necessary step in organizing outside and beyond the 
aims of state powers. 

As Yassin al Haj Saleh wrote recently, “In 
our view as Syrians, the world is a Syrian issue. 
Since the [2013 Ghouta massacre] chemical 
deal at least, the main issue is no longer Syria, 
it is the world. What we need is to change the 
world, which prevented change in Syria” (Bha-
shabandhan Literary Review, Jan. 21).

Kashmir resistance

India’s cash woesRomanian Spring?

South Sudan in crisis

In 2017 ‘The world is a Syrian issue’
Likewise, in a recent talk for Upping the Anti, 

feminist revolutionary Kinana Issa said, “We’re talk-
ing about the entire world today. You can’t solve any 
of Syria’s problems just by solving a Syrian problem 
by itself. Especially with Trump’s rise to power. I see 
that as quite connected to the situation in Syria.”

...ALWAYS WAS
In this, a world-

historic moment 
has come full circle. 
The Syrian Revolu-
tion began as part 
of a world uprising 
that grew from the 
Tunisian uprising, 
the Arab Spring, 
and included the 
various Occupa-
tions movements 
around the world.

It has been the 
field on which the 
movement for hu-
man freedom has 
come into sharp-
est conflict with all 
state powers, and 

with all entrenched reactionary interests, including 
religious fundamentalist forces.

In 2011, the revolutionary Left had a rare 
chance to make that point and serve as a cata-
lyst and propellant for further development. 
It more or less completely failed. A significant 
part supported Assad’s regime. An even more 
significant part kept quiet.

Today’s outright genocide apologists include 
“antiwar” coalitions ANSWER, UNAC, and the UK’s 
Stop the War Coalition; phony “reporters” like Max 
Blumenthal, Rania Khalek, Vanessa Beeley, and 
many more, alongside their mirror images on the 
neo-fascist Right
SECOND CHANCE FOR SYRIA AND WORLD

The imposition of imperialist war upon the revo-
lution has been deadly in many respects. Whole cit-
ies have been displaced. Syrian women have played 
a tremendous role in uplifting human relations (see 
“Syrian women as force and revolutionary Reason,” 
Jan.-Feb. 2017 N&L), but are increasingly side-
lined—and now marginalized in Geneva.

Well-armed fundamentalist forces have become 
oppressors. A resident of Atareb, demonstrating 
against them there, said, “They haven’t fought a 
battle against the regime. All they’ve done is kidnap 
people, put up checkpoints and terrorize residents. 
Our protest was organized by a group of residents 
and activists who still hold onto the idea of the revo-
lution, the idea of freedom.” 

At each opportunity people return to the 
streets calling for freedom, dignity, and unity. 
Those displaced have, whenever possible, con-
tinued to reach out to potential allies. These 
are 21st century revolutionaries. As the world 
has cheapened its illusions, from political fak-
ery to fundamentalist nonsense, a new gen-
eration has passed beyond disillusion to the 
knowledge that the idea of freedom is what is 
most precious.

There is a second chance, now, to articulate that 
idea of freedom in the context of Syria and the world. 
It is a chance that has been made possible by the 
infinite suffering of the Syrian people. 

Even in 2012 the people of Kafranbel, Syria, knew that President Bashar al-Assad 
was perpetrating a genocide. How many more have been murdered since then?


