
China: Xi Jinping’s 
global power grab

masses of women are backward and unthinking, it is 
what marchers actually say that brought them out 
as well as their signs that tell a different and more 
radical story.

A woman marching in Chicago told News 
& Letters: “We did 
this last year and it 
inspired us. It gave 
rise to activism in 
a generation that 
didn’t have it. I ap-
preciate and un-
derstand my body 
and women have a 
right to a choice.” 
Her sign read: “If 
you can’t trust me 
with a choice, how 
can you trust me 
with a child?” 

Her friend said: 
“Sexual harassment 
and abuse have al-
ways been around. 
We all need to stand 
up and say, ‘No, this 
kind of thing is not 
going to happen any-
more.’” Her sign was 

a quote from Kyle Stephens, one of the young women 
who testified against serial child molester Larry 
Nassar: 

“Little girls don’t stay little forever. They grow 
into strong women that return to destroy your world.”
HOMEMADE SIGNS TELL RADICAL TALE

Two Latinas spoke to us, one saying, “I’m a so-
cial worker and I’m marching because I see what 
Trump’s policies are doing to my clients. It’s wrong; 
he is hurting those who can’t fight back.” Her sign 
read, “Together we rise,” with a drawing of an arm 
and a clenched fist wearing a bracelet reading “Sí Se 
Puede” (Yes We Can). Her friend’s sign read: “Make 
tacos not war. Viva la Mujer! (Long live Women!) We 
can, we have, we will!” A young Black woman’s sign 
read, “Don’t hide, don’t cover for sex predators.” A 
sign held by two Arab men proclaimed: “Allah wants 
me to be a feminist.” 

Other signs—all homemade—announced: “I 
support Dreamers,” “Global reproductive justice 
NOW!” “Ningún ser humano es ilegal. No human 
being is illegal,” “End misogyny and racism in the 
Gay community,” “I am not free while any woman 
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by Faruq
Most revolutionary-minded elements call for the 

greater unification of oppressed people if the unifi-
cation is driven towards freedom. There is no need 
for unity only for the sake of unity. Unity must be 
cohesive enough to withstand both internal discord 
and external attacks, and, at the same time, embody 
a clear objective.

Those of us confined behind prison walls recog-
nize the pressing need to unify the prison population 
in the different prisons. First, unity is indispensable 
to protect the prison population in general and those 
who rise as spokespersons in particular. Second, 
prisoner unity can generate outside support that is 
vital to our struggle for human dignity.
HOW TO APPROACH UNITY

The growth in awareness of prisoners through-
out amerika’s prison systems is a good indicator that 
the ground for building unity is present. The ques-
tion for us is: What are the specific issues we can 
build on? The fact that we are scattered throughout 
different prisons presents a challenge. Applying 
critical analytic skills will enable us to discover the 
right issues for our different locations.

Even in prison populations where there is an ab-
sence of those wanting to take an active role in mak-
ing progressive changes to inhumane conditions, 
some movement can be created. For example, here 
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by Terry Moon, Managing Editor
Women have changed the world through an in-

credible and sustained activism based on a human-
ism that runs like a revolutionary red thread through 
an amazing array of actions, demonstrations and 
statements. This de-
velopment is based 
on over 50 years of a 
movement that the 
founder of Marxist-
Humanism, Raya Du-
nayevskaya, charac-
terized as “Woman as 
Revolutionary Force 
and Reason.” 

Today’s mani-
festations are most 
obviously seen in 
both the Women’s 
Marches, which 
were not limited 
to the U.S. but 
spread across the 
entire world; and 
what became the 
#MeToo movement, 
which likewise is 
now worldwide.

The Women’s March on Jan. 21, 2017, was the 
launch of the “resistance” to racist, sexist, heterosex-
ist, ableist, and xenophobic fascism made so much 
worse by the election of Donald Trump to the U.S. 
presidency. One year later, the January 2018 Wom-
en’s Marches proved that the struggle continues un-
diminished. 

#MeToo’s significance is shown in the deep ques-
tioning of the whole rape culture that pervades the 
U.S. and the world. This questioning points to the 
need to fundamentally transform relations between 
men and women, and smash once and for all the idea 
that women are less than human. 
WOMEN MARCH FOR A HUMAN WORLD, 
NOT DEMOCRATS

Many on the Left join the mainstream media 
in viewing—and dismissing—the Women’s Marches 
as merely fodder for the Democratic Party, and that 
does describe some of the March’s recognized orga-
nizers. But even if one stopped with bourgeois elec-
tions, what the marches represent to so many is not 
admiration for the Democratic Party, but a first ne-
gation of the horrific vision of the world the Republi-
cans are determined to impose on everyone. 

Rather than being grounded in the idea that the 

#MeToo, Women’s Marches 
show the resistance deepens

What is the objective 
of prisoner unity?

Donald Trump as a presidential candidate 
promised to get tough on China almost as often as 
he slurred Mexican immigrants as rapists. Yet in 
office his general indifference on foreign policy—ex-
cept where he has ceded positions to the interests 
of Vladimir Putin and Russia—has created a power 
vacuum into which Xi Jinping has eagerly thrust 
China.

Xi has parlayed the anti-corruption campaign 
within the Communist 
Party of China and the 
Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI) across Eurasia and 

East Africa, introduced soon after he gained power 
in 2012, into consolidating control of the machinery 
of power within China and projecting influence in-
ternationally. The anti-corruption campaign might 
appeal as a populist response to people’s disgust at 
conspicuous corruption among Party officials, but it 
has led to high functionaries in rival factions over-
crowding elite prisons, and others fearful of joining 
them. 
‘ANTI-CORRUPTION’ HIDES WITCH HUNTS

The anti-corruption campaign, which Xi says 
will continue forever, will now be coupled with a new 
campaign to root out hidden enemies in the Party. 
Tracking down potential enemies online and in daily 
life has expanded with the aid of cutting-edge elec-
tronic surveillance, first employed against Uyghur 
resistance in Xinjiang, and with a projected national 
supervisory commission to centralize it.

The result was that Xi was re-elected Party 
General Secretary in October 2017 without open op-
position, and with no obvious successor. Instead, Xi 
Jinping Thought, the wisdom of this one-term leader, 
was added to the Constitution, the first “Thought” 
there since Mao Zedong’s. 

VOICES FROM THE INSIDE OUT
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Participants at the Women’s March in Chicago on Jan. 20, 2018.

by Gerry Emmett
“We will go there, we will demand to be heard, 

and we will stay until America responds. If this 
means forcible repression of our movement, we will 
confront it, for we have done this before. If this means 
scorn or ridicule, we embrace it, for that is what 
America’s poor now receive. If it means jail, we ac-
cept it willingly, for the millions of poor already are 
imprisoned by exploitation and discrimination.”

—Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Dec. 4, 1967, 
on the Poor People’s Campaign

On Feb. 12, workers across the country marched 
in Fight for $15 demonstrations held to commemo-
rate the 1968 Memphis sanitation workers’ strike 
and Dr. King’s visionary, multi-racial Poor People’s 
Campaign. King was in Memphis to support that 
Black workers’ strike for higher wages, union rights, 
and human dignity when he was assassinated.

Rev. Cleophus Smith participated in the 
1968 strike: “We went through terrible ordeals, 
having to work in the cold; we didn’t have suf-
ficient equipment, didn’t have water to drink. 
No place to wash our hands. When we went 
to lunch, we didn’t have anywhere to sit. We 
didn’t just strike so that the city would recog-
nize our union, we did it to demand that we 
be treated with basic dignity and respect. I’m 
proud to march alongside fast food workers 
who are continuing our struggle.”

Organizers in Memphis expected 1,500 march-

ers, but many more showed up. Buses came from St. 
Louis, Kansas City, Raleigh, and even Boston.

In Detroit, fast food, childcare, janitorial and 
hospital workers joined the nationwide protest. “We 
are going to send a message to corporations and 
politicians that their time of rigging the economy 
against workers is over. We have to stand up and 
fight back,” said Rev. W.J. Rideout.

In Albany, New York, fast food workers marched 
on the State Capitol and a local McDonald’s restau-
rant. In Greenville, North Carolina, workers rallied 
outside McDonald’s for higher wages and workplace 
respect. In Milwaukee, Wisconsin, protestors called 
for a $15 minimum wage at Mitchell International 
Airport. In San Diego, California, where minimum 
wage is scheduled to rise to $15 by 2022, fast food 
workers demonstrated outside McDonald’s and an-
nounced a campaign of non-violent civil disobedi-
ence in support of a nationwide increase.
STILL FIGHTING FOR THE DREAM

More than 50% of Black workers and 60% of 
Latinx workers earn less than $15 an hour. Over half 
of these workers are women. Many workers, espe-
cially in the South, only make the federal minimum 
wage of $7.25 an hour. Racist state politicians have 
done their part to keep wages down, recently block-
ing minimum wage increases that were enacted in 
St. Louis and Birmingham. 

Further, violations of minimum wage and 

Fight for $15 and labor’s full potential
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WOMAN 
REASON

AS
WOMENWORLDWIDE

by Artemis
In February, women worldwide posted videos 

on social media of removing their hijabs, and some-
times burning them, with the hashtag #NoHijabDay. 
Anoud Al Ali, formerly of the United Arab Emirates, 
stated, “It feels so liberating to burn the hijab. And I 
am doing that in solidarity with Iranian women who 
are protesting against the mandatory hijab and for 
all the forced girls. We are not candies or diamonds 
to be covered. We’re humans.” The action is also a 
response to #WorldHijabDay, practiced in 140 coun-
tries to encourage women of all religions to wear the 
hijab to promote tolerance towards Muslim women. 

*   *   *
After six years of lobbying by Sherry Johnson, 

the Florida State Senate voted unanimously to ban 
marriage to anyone under the age of 18, although it 
was amended to allow minors over 16 and expecting 
a baby to marry. Johnson is fighting to make Florida 
the first state to enact a ban on child marriage with-
out exception. After a church deacon raped and im-
pregnated her at the age of 9, the church pressured 
her mother, who then forced her to marry the rapist 
at the age of 11. Almost a quarter million children 
as young as 10 were married between 2000 and 2010 
in the U.S.

*   *   *
A University of Manchester study published 

recently in the British Medical Journal found that, 
while the rate of self-harm among boys has remained 
the same, in the last three years,the rate among girls 
13 to 16 years old soared by 68%. Self-harm is a re-
sponse to trauma and disassociation, and the study 
found people harming themselves are 17 times more 
likely to die from suicide and 34 times more likely to 
die from drugs or alcohol. 

Iranian women embody revolt
by Terry Moon

On Dec. 28, 2017, dem-
onstrations broke out in the 
city of Mashhad, the first of 

many that swept across Iran for weeks. Women were 
a vital part of the protests. 

The day before, not directly related to the dem-

onstrations and strikes, Vida Movahed, now known 
as “The girl from Revolution Street,” climbed up on 
a five-foot-high utility box, took off her hijab and 
waved it in defiance of compulsory veiling. 

Together these actions show, once again, Irani-
an women’s consistent militant struggle for freedom.
A LONG, VARIED HISTORY OF STRUGGLE 

The strikes and protest that called for ending 
Iran’s Islamic regime involved people in more than 
80 cities; over 25 people were killed and up to 5,000 
arrested. Yet demonstrations continue to break out 

throughout the country. Women workers are protest-
ing the same conditions as men, only those condi-
tions affect women more. Layoffs, pay, unemploy-
ment, all are worse for women. Employers don’t hire 
them because, on the books, they have rights to 90 
days maternity leave, time out for breastfeeding, 
weight-lifting restrictions, etc. While they struck 
and agitated for the same rights as the men, they 

have never enjoyed even those paltry “rights.”
As the Iranian Revolution of 1979 was be-

ing hijacked by Ayatollah Khomeini, women 
saw the counter-revolution from within the 
revolution. They came out by the thousands 
on International Women’s Day 1979 when 
Khomeini ordered that women wear the 
chador. They chanted: “At the dawn of free-
dom, we have no freedom!” and “We didn’t 
make the Revolution to be relegated back to 
dog status!” Their demonstration established 
that the fight against mandatory veiling is 
not about clothing, it is about freedom. 
CREATIVITY UNDER FASCISM 

From that time, women’s struggle has 
been unrelenting, radical, and creative. 

That creativity included literature: Azar 
Nafisi’s 2003 work, Reading Lolita in Tehran: 
A Memoir in Books, became a phenomenon, 
and Persepolis, a 2004 graphic autobiography 

by Marjane Satrapi, was must reading for any who 
wanted to understand life in Iran for the next gen-
eration and why the struggle was going to continue.

In 2005 White Scarves was formed in de-
fense of women’s right to enter soccer stadi-
ums; in 2006 the Million Signature Campaign 
was founded. Women collected signatures from 
women of all classes and sects on petitions to 
reform the family, workplace and discrimina-
tory laws. Around 2010, Iranian women found-
ed the Committee of Mourning Mothers, whose 
children had been killed, injured or impris-
oned by the government. 

As of Feb. 4, 2018, almost 30 people, mostly wom-
en, have been arrested over the unveiling protests 
in Iran. On one day alone, six women took off their 
veils in public shows of defiance. As one 28-year-old 
woman said: “I took my scarf off because I’m tired 
of our government telling me what to do with my 
body.” She remarked that the three-year-old report 
recently released by Iran’s president showing that 
close to half of Iranians opposed the forced veiling 
laws, “was helpful, but that it did not go far enough. 
Women are demanding full freedom.”1 

Another brave woman who took off her 
scarf in public put it this way: “My argument 
is not just about removing my scarf. A gov-
ernment that intervenes in the most obvious 
and fundamental issues of life, like what one 
wears, is definitely a dictatorial state in other 
social and political issues as well. The worst 
kind of dictatorship is that they interfere in 
the most obvious things in life. Many have op-
posed the veil, a campaign has been launched, 
and opposition has been made. But none has 
been as widespread. This is the most civic and 
beautiful form of protest.”

These demonstrations have sparked a world-
wide reaction as women from Canada to France 
to several Middle Eastern countries have joined in 
burning their hijabs, filming the act and posting it 
online as part of #NoHijabDay, a reaction to #World-
HijabDay and in solidarity with Iranian women. 

Raya Dunayevskaya saw that 1979 Internation-
al Women’s Day demonstration where women railed 
against forced veiling as that “which may very well 
have opened Chapter 2 of the Iranian Revolution.” 
(See “Iran: Unfoldment of, and contradictions in, 
revolution,” Jan.-Feb. 2018, N&L.) Women’s actions 
since have proved her right. The struggle continues.

1.  “Compulsory Veils? Half of Iranians Say ‘No’ to Pillar of Revo-
lution,” by Thomas Erdbrink, The New York Times, Feb. 4., 2018.

Oakland, Calif.—On Jan. 20 thousands marched, 
some again wearing “Pussy hats,” in the second an-
nual Women’s March. Police decided beforehand to 
estimate the crowd at 50,000, though it was clear 
that many, many more were actually there in one of 
several huge marches in the Bay Area. 

Like last year, the Women’s March was a 
focal point of resistance over President Don-
ald Trump’s many-pronged hate-filled agen-
da. Women’s issues were a focal point; many 
“#MeToo” signs reflected the power of wom-
en’s voices in the massive movement that has 
exposed the depths of sexual harassment in ev-
eryday relations. Many signs had arrows point-
ing in all directions with the message “I’m with 
Her,” pointing to confidence in women’s own 
solidarity and self-activity. Others read “Laws 
off my body!” “Planned Parenthood never 
grabbed me by the pussy without asking” and 
“RESister.”

Protest signs tended to be hand made and 
aimed at the foreboding of this moment in which, as 
one speaker put it, “The whole future is at stake.” 
A huge banner proclaimed “Resist like it’s 1933.” 
Others called to “Support DACA/Stop Hate,” “Stop 
all deportations, Open borders, Citizenship Rights,” 
pointing to the inhumanity of Trump’s immigration 
policy. Several signs had pictures of the 1789 French 
Revolution, one reading “GOP Tax Plan = ‘Let them 
eat cake’ Marie-Antoinette.” Another quoted the 
Black feminist theoretician Audre Lorde: “I am not 
free while any woman is unfree even if her shackles 
are very different from my own.”

Many concerns including the threat to the envi-
ronment, the inhuman neglect of Puerto Rico, and 
Black Lives Matters were represented, but there 
was also a sense that this movement is different; 
that everyone feels compelled to take a stand, or, as 
one sign read, “Silence is Compliance.”

—Marxist-Humanist, Oakland

Silence is CompliancePrisoners on #MeToo
The sexual abuse of women prisoners is an ev-

eryday occurrence in the U.S. and worldwide. For ex-
ample, multiple Lackawanna County Prison guards 
in Scranton, Penn., were finally charged with sexu-
ally abusing women prisoners for decades. A New 
York Times article of Feb. 16, 2018, states the ob-
vious: “The sexual abuse was common and widely 
known…”; the guards “created a culture of fear and 
coerced sex...” When sexual abuse was reported to 
an assistant warden, he “sent officers into [the wom-
an’s] cell to destroy her complaints.”
WOMEN PRISONERS NEED ‘TIME’S UP’

I can only hope that the Time’s Up Legal De-
fense Fund created by women in the #MeToo move-
ment—which is an important step to assist mostly 
working-class women who may not have financial 
resources to formally accuse their harassers—will 
be available to women prisoners. 

Chowchilla, Calif., is home to the world’s larg-
est prison for women, built for 2,000 and at times 
housing 4,000. Over the three decades I have visited 
prisoners there, the majority of those convicted of 
violent offenses are in prison for daring to defend 
themselves or their children from their abusers. In 
prison they are forced to relive the trauma of their 
abuse, perpetrated now by the system and guards.

The #MeToo movement resonated with 
prisoners. Sexual harassment and abuse is 
their daily fare. One prisoner was surprised 
when the news of #MeToo broke. She said, 
“One would think that nothing like this kind 
of harassment could happen to women in such 
high positions.”

Every prisoner with whom I spoke recognized 
the truth of women’s accounts of their abuse. “I have 
been in situations like that, around nasty old men. 
No one ever taught us to speak up. All I knew was to 
try to stay away from them. It didn’t always work.” 
She continued: “I support #MeToo. The movement 
allows us to finally stand up. It takes a strong wom-
an to do that. Hearing others’ stories makes me feel 
I, too, could speak.”
THE POWER OF #METOO

Another prisoner said, “#MeToo is very power-
ful. Sexual abuse should be recognized/acknowledged 
and hopefully lead to a difference in the future. Ev-
eryone has a right to say what they experienced or 
witnessed. We need to have respect as women. We 
should be able to express ourselves so we can make 
the right choices, choices we want to make. Every 
woman should be heard, Transgender or anything.

“To be able to stand up to abuse, you have 
to grow, to change yourself from a victim to a 
survivor and to a fighter. When you are able to 
honestly reflect on your experiences, you be-
gin to change, to think differently about your-
self and your situation.”

The prisoners’ own desire and determination to 
change themselves, to become who they want to be, 
speaks loudly to all of us, inside and out. Ongoing 
self-determination is what makes us human.

—Urszula Wislanka

Women Marching on International Women’s Day in Iran 1979 against Ayatollah 
Khomeini’s order that Iranian women must wear the veil. 

Photo by Hengameh Golestan

Iranian women represent ‘bread and freedom’
It is no accident that the most recent wave of 

protests in Iran was preceded by a brave act of a 
woman in Tehran taking off her hijab in a very pub-
lic way. Ever since Iran’s Revolution was usurped by 
Islamic clerics, women have been at the heart of ev-
ery movement. We are reclaiming our humanity in 
the acts of ongoing resistance.

Take, for example, the development of the 
“White Wednesday” protests. Women decided 
to wear white hijabs as a symbol of resistance 
to the law demanding that women always be 
covered in public. The intention was not to 
necessarily take the hijab off, but by wearing a 
white one to signal opposition to the law. 

Some women took it further, by taking off their 
hijab in a “private” space, like inside their car. One 
woman took a picture of herself driving a car without 
a hijab and posted it on social media. Her message 
was, “The sky did not fall.” Other women followed. 
Women started taking short videos of themselves 

taking off their hijabs and posting that act. An artist 
made a collection of photographs of women taking 
off the hijab, which does not show the woman, but 
the movement of the cloth being removed.

The acts of daily resistance since the revo-
lution—including rejecting that work spaces 
be reserved for men only, or claiming public 
spaces like at sports events, etc.—have been 
the mainstay of resistance.

Women have been designated as the enemy, and 
their actions embody the resistance. Whenever any 
protest starts, they are out there, whatever the is-
sue. On the economic front, for example, women are 
the ones paid less and they feel the misery of pov-
erty the most. The most recent protests were in the 
conservative areas of Iran, demonstrating against 
taking away the subsidies, etc., yet the women’s par-
ticipation shows that the issue is never limited to 
economics. Women represent “Bread and Freedom!”

–Iranian woman in exile
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overtime rules are common. It is difficult for workers 
to collect back wages they have been cheated out of.

So many low-wage workers have the bru-
tal experience of doing a four-hour shift of 
hard labor at UPS 
or FedEx—equiva-
lent to eight hours’ 
work—only to change 
into their fast food 
or nursing care uni-
form and pull another 
shift. These workers 
are the backbone of 
this movement. Sepia 
Coleman of Memphis 
said: “We’re still fight-
ing for the dream. The 
dream for equality, 
the dream for justice 
and equal rights for 
women, especially mi-
nority women. As a home care worker, I can’t 
make it off $7.25 an hour. Nobody can.”

She was echoed by Yolanda Bryant of Detroit: “I 

by J.G.F. Héctor
Feb. 19, 2018, was the deadline for collecting 

signatures in support of María de Jesús Patricio, 
spokeswoman of the National Indigenous Congress 
(CNI), to run as independent candidate in the 2018 
presidential election. The goal of getting on the bal-
lot was not achieved: Patricio got just about a third 
of the 866,593 signatures required. 

However, as CNI put it when announcing they 
would take part in this process, the signatures were 
never an end in themselves. Rather, the real purpose 
was to “call on all of the [Native] peoples and civil so-
ciety to organize to put a stop to the destruction and 
strengthen our resistances and rebellions.”

The fact that the CNI travelled all over the 
country, sharing its proposal with the poorest com-
munities and listening to their pains, is of great im-
portance. But when we analyze this campaign, we 
must consider not just its “external” obstacles—bu-
reaucracy and repression, which were expected—but 
our own need to develop a deeper concept of organi-
zation rooted in a dialectic of liberation.
ORGANIZATION AND PHILOSOPHY 

The question of organization was always front 
and center in the CNI proposal. There is a great 
consciousness that “up there above, there is nothing 
that can be done”; that revolution will come exclu-
sively from below, from the self-organization of “[Na-
tive] peoples…workers, campesinos [peasants], em-
ployees, poor city dwellers, teachers, students,” etc. 
This is a lesson that the Indigenous peoples—espe-
cially the Zapatistas—have learned through decades 
of trying to build authentic autonomy. 

CNI has shared this experience with the people 
it visited during its tour around the country: the 
idea is that if we get organized, we can achieve radi-
cal changes. However, the question of organization 
doesn’t stop at its form, i.e., that we need horizontal, 
autonomous organizations born from below. 

Other questions need to be asked: What 
does it mean to get organized? What kind of re-
lationship between theory and practice do we 
need in our organizations? What does it mean 
to give birth to a new society?

In other words there is an urge for a philosophi-
cal “guide,” a “method” of revolution that helps us 
“set our organizations in motion,” and to keep our or-
ganizations moving until we reach the point of a new 
human society. We need to recreate such dialectical 
methodology in every struggle born from below, not 
as an imposition or something external to it, but as 
already present in it, though in need of development, 
so that the struggle can achieve its full practical and 
theoretical potential.
NOT JUST ABOUT SIGNATURES

This discussion appeared nowhere during the 
recent campaign of the CNI and its supporters. Yes, 
it wasn’t just a question of signatures. While elicit-
ing them, people were invited to get organized, or re-
ceived information about the CNI and the Zapatista 
struggles. However, such actions can’t substitute for 
the need of practicing a concept of organization that 
is rooted in a dialectical philosophy of liberation.

Doing so could be the most genuine way of re-
turning to—indeed, developing—the CNI proposal: 
“to put a stop to the destruction and strengthen our 
resistances and rebellions, that is, the defense of 
the life of every person, family, collective, commu-
nity, or  barrio. We make a call to construct peace 
and justice by reweaving ourselves from below, from 
where we are what we are.” Helping to do so, both in 
theory and practice, is the historical task that mass 
movements from below together with collectives of 
thinker-activists have in front of us.

would go to work when it’s dark outside; when I come 
back it’ll be dark. I would be home just long enough 
to take a shower, sleep three or four hours, and back 
working 16 hours a day. It gets to be frustrating. Es-
pecially when you’re a nursing home worker, taking 

care of elderly people. How are 
you gonna take care of some-
body else if you can’t take care 
of yourself?”
LABOR’S FULL POTENTIAL 

When Karl Marx wrote 
that “Labor cannot emancipate 
itself in the white skin when 
in the black it is branded,” he 
marked the crossroad of U.S. 
history. Today 55% of all work-
ers making under $15 an hour 
are white. 

The U.S. labor movement 
has always been measured by 
whether it unites Black and 

white workers—or today, more broadly, the multiple 
subjectivities that make up a very diverse working 
class. Thus these Fight for $15 demonstrations, by 
summoning up the historic memory of Dr. King’s 
Poor People’s Campaign, call on labor to rise to its 
true potential as a revolutionary class.

How significant is this? In fact it is exactly this 
unity that the ruling class has been fighting for de-
cades, by promoting racism, sexism, and xenophobia, 
by imprisoning the poor, by breaking unions, and by 
placing the entire burden of its bourgeois crisis on 
the backs of the most oppressed.

Fight for $15 and labor’s potential

Chicago—The 400,000 people of Eastern Gh-
outa, Syria, have been under siege for five years, 
a siege that has tightened to the point where mal-
nutrition has soared. Daily shelling and ferocious 
bombardment by Russian and Syrian government 
planes have killed hundreds of children and even 
more adults in February alone. 

Medical facilities have been bombed and 
supplies cut off. UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres departed from the UN’s diplomatic lan-
guage to lament the “hell on earth” of Ghouta and 
plead for enforcement of a 30-day ceasefire that no 
one believed was real. 

Less widely known is the recent wave of 
huge freedom demonstrations in Syria’s Idlib 
province—despite hunger and continuing Rus-
sian bombardment—opposing the government 
and jihadist groups linked to Al Qaeda. The 
Syrian revolution has faced many setbacks, in-
cluding hundreds of thousands slaughtered by 
the Assad regime and its allies, but the fight 
for freedom rages on.

This is what motivated our recent demonstra-
tions in Chicago in solidarity with the revolution 
and in opposition to the genocide. On Jan. 23 Free 
Syria activists joined a vigil in front of the Turkish 
Consulate opposing Pres. Erdogan’s slaughter in Af-
rin in Kurdish-controlled Rojava despite event lead-
ers praising joint campaigns with Russia and Assad. 

On Feb. 18 a band of protesters held signs de-
manding that the sieges of Ghouta, Yemen and Gaza 
be lifted, and aid to the people not be blockaded. 
Many passersby paused to read the signs, and gave 
thumbs up or other signs of support.

On Feb. 25 dozens of Syrian Americans and 
their supporters rallied again to demand an end to 
the bombing. The spirited chants in Arabic and Eng-
lish included calling for Assad’s downfall and “There 
is only one solution: revolution, revolution!”

—Free Syria activists

Flint: a TV movie 
Flint, a Lifetime TV original movie that aired 

Oct. 28, 2017, portrays four women activists—Me-
lissa Mays, LeAnne Walters, Nayyirah Shariff and 
Claire—as the “steel magnolias” of the four-year 
ongoing battle to rectify the human disaster caused 
by polluted water in Flint, Michigan. 

The film opens with housewife and mother Le-
Anne Walters trying to be heard by city officials. 
When Walters shares a meal with Shariff, Claire, 
and Mays, she cannot eat any of Shariff’s famous 
cooking because of her deteriorating health.

In April 2014, on orders of a Republican-
appointed emergency manager attempting to cut 
costs, Flint began drawing its water from the Flint 
River. The Flint River has been the repository of 
100 years of industrial pollution, mainly from Gen-
eral Motors automobile factories. Shortly after the 
switch, Flint residents complained of the smell, 
taste and color of their tap water, but the state gov-
ernment of Michigan and Flint’s emergency man-
ager pooh-poohed complaints from the mostly poor 
Black population.

Queen Latifah, who is the film’s executive pro-
ducer, plays a Black woman medical worker whose 
daughter miscarries a child she was joyfully an-
ticipating. This family represents the widespread 
health complaints experienced immediately after 
the switch to Flint River water, well before elevated 
levels of lead were discovered. Large numbers of 
Flint residents experienced unusual rashes, aller-
gies and miscarriages. Again, authorities ignored 
the complaints and vilified the complainers.

Queen Latifah’s character convinces Dr. 
Mona Hanna-Attisha, head of Pediatrics at 
Hurley Medical Center, to review data on 
lead levels in the blood of babies treated at 
the clinic. Dr. Hanna-Attisha finds that lead 
levels trended upward right after the water 
switch.

The state first ignores Dr. Hanna-Attisha, then 
tries to discredit her. The four women find that 
funding has “dried up” for an independent investi-
gation, but finally convince Dr. Marc Edwards from 
the University of Virginia to conduct a large water 
sampling study. It is only when Flint’s story gains 
national attention that the state and city stop their 
campaigns against the activists.

The film brings to life the women who sup-
ported each other despite horrible health, economic 
and emotional consequences for themselves and 
their children. Though it is clear that they repre-
sent many more people than themselves, I would 
have liked to see the film include support from De-
troit activists who connected the Flint water crisis 
to the mass water shutoffs in Detroit. I would have 
liked to see the Dakota pipeline struggle brought 
in and the connection Native Americans and their 
supporters made to water pollution and capitalism 
worldwide. —Susan Van Gelder

How will Indigenous 
movement organize?

continued from p. 1
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In Syria only solution: 
revolution, revolution

Fight for $15 demonstrators in downtown Chicago, March 2.

facebook.com
/Fightfor15/photos

West Virginia teachers extend general strike
As we go to press, as of March 5, teachers across 

West Virginia have refused to end their statewide 
strike, disregarding the maneuverings of a hostile 
state government and the plans of their union of-
ficials. The strike began on Feb. 22, as teachers and 
other school personnel across all 55 counties in West 
Virginia walked out in defiance of state law banning 
walkouts by public employees. 

The state’s teachers—the lowest paid in the re-
gion, who will be paying hundreds of dollars more 
for health insurance because corporate tax breaks 
have gutted state coffers—pressured union leaders 
to continue the strike beyond the planned two days. 
After two more days on strike, they forced the gover-
nor, mine operator Jim Justice, to concede a 5% raise 
to the teachers (and 3% raise to other state employ-
ees), suddenly claiming he had found the money for 
it. Once again teachers rejected the union leaders’ 
calls to return to classes and the strike continues. 

Teachers have been outraged by more than below-
subsistence take-home pay. The legislature chose to 
fund only “education for unemployment” as coal min-

ing jobs—those not already lost to automation and 
strip mining—disappear with declining demand.

Teachers have invoked their history, of relatives 
who had worked in the mines, to demand solidar-
ity in this strike. There are parallels to the 1949-50 
coal miners’ general strike that was also centered in 
West Virginia. Then miners wildcatted against the 
government Taft-Hartley 
injunction and over the 
objections of UMW presi-
dent John L. Lewis. 

Food shipped in soli-
darity from auto workers 
helped the miners outlast 
the mine owners. This 
time teachers are direct-
ing food aid to their stu-
dents deprived of school 
lunches. (See literature 
ad, p. 7, for the accounts 
by Andy Phillips and 
Raya Dunayevskaya.)
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF
RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA

Rosa Luxemburg as feminist

Editor’s note: In celebration of International 
Women’s Day and Women’s History Month, we 
present excerpts from “Luxemburg as Feminist; 
Break with Jogiches,” Chapter 7 of Rosa Luxem-
burg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy 
of Revolution, by Raya Dunayevskaya.

without leaning on Jogiches for either theory or orga-
nization. A new historic period had been reached—
and differences in the attitude to revolution ap-
peared, not because one wished to play a different 
“role” than the other, but because the revolution is 
an overwhelming force that brooks no “interference” 
from anyone. Luxemburg needed to be free, to be in-
dependent, to be whole.

The revolution, for Luxemburg, was an 
overpowering force; imprisonment had not 
dampened her ardor, and, although her ques-
tioning of Jogiches’s authority organization-
ally did not dampen her love for him, it was 
precisely then—after the imprisonment and 
separation from Jogiches—that she was most 
creative. In herself, she found a rare fusion of 
the political, the personal, and, yes, the organi-
zational. For one thing, the first product of that his-
toric event and experience, the 1905 Revolution—its 
summation in The Mass Strike—became her great-

est pamphlet, an analy-
sis that would remain as 
ground for the 1919 Ger-
man Revolution. It was 
written while Jogiches 
was still in prison, and 
Luxemburg was in Kuok-
kala, where Lenin and 
other Bolsheviks were 
endlessly discussing the 
revolution they had just 
lived through and which 
they still believed would 
be revived.

Until then, Jogiches 
had occupied an impor-
tant role in editing Lux-

emburg’s manuscripts, but his hand is nowhere to 
be seen in this work. Whether one has this or a dif-
ferent interpretation of the relationship of the revo-
lution to their relationship to each other, the period 
in which it happened cannot be rewritten. The fact 
that both Luxemburg and Jogiches were such ob-
jective politicos that they acted as one at the next 
(1907) Congress—where Bolsheviks, Mensheviks, 
and all the other tendencies met to draw conclusions 
and draw up perspectives for the future—does not 
and cannot restore the former Man/Woman relation-
ship, nor change the ground rules, either of the Man/
Woman called Luxemburg and Jogiches, or of revolu-
tion. After the breakup with Jogiches, Luxemburg 
herself put it most succinctly, when she wrote: “I am 
only I, once more, since I have become free of Leo.”4

To scrupulously follow Luxemburg’s life, in revo-
lution or out, leaves no doubt whatsoever that, no 
matter how intense her love for Jogiches was, includ-
ing even the fact that both were revolutionaries with 
the same theoretical and political goal, no cataclys-
mic change in her relationship with Jogiches would 
any longer direct her life.

How could anyone conclude, then, as J. P. 
Nettl does, that “At the beginning of 1907 a ma-
jor upheaval took place in her affairs, perhaps 
the most important in her whole life. Her rela-
tionship with Jogiches underwent a complete 
change and with it her entire outlook on life 
and people.” How could anyone designate the 
period of Luxemburg’s great, independent self-
development as “The Lost Years—1906-1909”? 

That is Nettl’s title for Chapter 9 of his biogra-
phy of Luxemburg. These were the years in which 
Luxemburg summarized the events of the revolu-
tion so fundamentally that she expected the party to 
apply them to the German scene. The party didn’t. 
But, for Luxemburg, they remained the universal 
form of revolution.

This was also the period when she was her most 
brilliant self in two critically important conferenc-
es—the Russian Social Democratic Labor Party in 
London and the Second International Congress in 
Stuttgart. In London she elaborated her position on 
the 1905 Revolution as initiating new twentieth-cen-
tury revolutions and not just repeating what Marx 
had achieved in 1848. And at Stuttgart, so important 
was she to the world Left that the entire Russian 
delegation—Lenin, Trotsky, Martov (on this all the 
tendencies acted as one)—authorized her to speak 
in their name on the crucial antiwar amendment. 
Furthermore, 1907 comprised not only those historic 
happenings, but also that of the Socialist Women’s 
Conference, where she reported on the work of the 
International Socialist Bureau in a way that would 
hardly have pleased its members....

Finally, it was the period when she became the 
only woman leading theoretician at the prestigious 
Party School. She attributed her work on the Accu-
mulation of Capital to her experience at the school....
Her greatest intellectual accomplishments occurred 
after the break.

To say that her whole life was changed because 
of the breakup is a typical male attitude, i.e., think-
ing that a woman’s life stops when the break in a love 
relationship occurs. It does not help us to understand 
Luxemburg either as a revolutionary theoretician or 
as a most original character in her personal life, a per-
sonal life that ventured on many uncharted courses.

4. Nettl, Rosa Luxemburg, 1:383.

Luxemburg rightly refused to be pigeonholed 
by the German Social-Democracy into the so-called 
Woman Question, as if that were the only place she 
“belonged,” although she was a theoretician and the 
editor of a Polish paper as well as an activist when 
she arrived in Germany. Unfortunately, too many in 
the Women’s Liberation Movement of today reveal 
their attitude to be the opposite side of the same coin 
by disregarding this great revolutionary because she 
allegedly had “next to nothing” to say on women.

Another reverse put-down on the “Woman Ques-
tion” is to act as if Luxemburg’s friendship with 
Clara Zetkin—who is recognized by all as the found-
er of women’s liberation as a working class, mass 
movement, as well as theoretician and editor of the 
greatest mass circulation women’s newspaper to this 
day—was a “burden” to Luxemburg.1 

In any case, it was not the “Woman Question” 
but the fight against reformism that had brought 
Luxemburg and Zetkin together; this does not mean, 
however, that Luxemburg left women’s liberation to 
Zetkin, nor did Zetkin simply “follow” Luxemburg. 
The truth is that their revolutionary comradeship 
held for all positions for two long decades—from the 
fight against revisionism to the fight against milita-
rism, from the fight against the bureaucratization 
of the trade unions to the antiwar struggle, and, of 
course, to the revolution itself.

There is no doubt that Zetkin was nowhere as 
profound a thinker as Luxemburg, but there is also 
no doubt that she was a genuine revolutionary. She 
chose to concentrate on women’s liberation, on orga-
nizing working-class women, thus becoming a model 
not only for the German movement but for the Rus-
sian women’s struggle from Alexandra Kollontai on; 
indeed, for the struggle the world over, including 
that in the United States. She rightly had an inter-
national reputation, based on both her activity and 
her theory on the “Woman Question.”

It becomes necessary, therefore, first to set 
the record straight: not only for straightening 
out the facts, but also for grasping what new 
stage of feminism was involved as it moved 
from total concentration on working women’s 
rights to opposing the capitalist system in its 
entirety.

Despite the fact that Luxemburg had already 
won the editorship of a Social-Democratic paper, she 
no sooner arrived in Germany in 1898 than she was 
immediately confronted with the fact that the male 
members were not ready to grant to her the same 
powers as to her male predecessor. Her complaint to 
Bebel, who was her friend at that time, did not help 
the situation, and in a few months she resigned. The 
fact that she did not make this part of the 
“Woman Question” did not mean that she 
did not record it in her own mind as such. 
Quite the contrary. Her friendship with 
Clara Zetkin was deeply rooted in their 
common struggle against revisionism, but 
Luxemburg also collaborated in the auton-
omous women’s movement, which Zetkin 
headed, and frequently wrote for Gleichheit 
(Equality), which Zetkin edited.

Luxemburg was quietly engaging her-
self in the “Woman Question” in her first 1902 orga-
nizational tour....In an article for Leipziger Volkszei-
tung that same year, she wrote: “with the political 
emancipation of women a strong fresh wind must 
also blow into its [Social-Democracy’s] political and 
spiritual life, dispelling the suffocating atmosphere 
of the present philistine family life which so unmis-
takably rubs off on our party members too, the work-
ers as well as the leaders.”2

Note the year, 1902; it is a full ten years ear-
lier than the writers on Luxemburg acknowl-
edge that she had written anything on women, 
and it took all the way to our era before even 
that 1912 speech on women’s suffrage was 
translated into English.

The 1905 Revolution was as great a turning point 
in Luxemburg’s life as in history itself. Her whirl-
wind of activities and energizing participation in the 
ongoing revolution are well enough known. The ex-
hilaration of also being with her lover [Leo Jogiches] 
in that period may not be quite as well known but 
was by no means kept hidden. But once one confronts 
the fact that the highpoint of their relationship led to 
its end, we hear one long story of just how “strictly” 
personal this matter was. The fact that Luxemburg 
did keep it private is no help to anyone grappling 

1. See Henriette Roland-Holst, Rosa Luxemburg: ihr Leben 
und Wirken (Zurich: Jean Christophe Verlag, 1937). 

2. Rosa Luxemburg, Gesammelte Werke, 1(2):185.

with it. The greater truth of shying away from any 
serious analysis, however, is not due to its “strictly 
personal” nature. There surely was gossip galore 
surrounding the breakup, and the reasons given for 
it ranged from a simplistic “triangle” attribution to 
slanderous insinuations that the sharp difference 
between the openness of Luxemburg’s activities and 
the more disciplined behavior of such a consciously 
organization person as Jogiches led the Okhrana to 
discover their whereabouts and arrest them. The 
true reason others shy away from analysis, to this 
writer, is not so much the personal nature of their 
relationship as it is the failure to understand their 
attitudes to the ongoing revolution, insofar as their 
individual organizational tasks were concerned.
SOCIAL REVOLUTION AND LUXEMBURG’S 
PERSONAL BREAK WITH JOGICHES

Heretofore, Luxemburg, who had very little in-
terest in organization, and Jogiches, who was “all or-
ganization,” did not find 
this difference to be in 
any way divisive of their 
love relationship. There 
was one letter from Par-
is in which Luxemburg 
asked for more specific 
data on internal disputes 
or factions, but the mat-
ter was not pursued.3 

It is clear that 
once she reached Ger-
many, she was acting 
independently on the 
question of organiza-
tion as well as theo-
retically. Further, she 
asked Jogiches to stop “baring your teeth,” 
since his Polish-Russian organizational ideas, 
which concerned a little group of “seven and 
a half,” simply were not applicable to a mass 
organization like the German. In no case did it 
interfere with their intimate relations.

Things changed altogether when both were par-
ticipating in an ongoing revolution. When Luxem-
burg first reached Poland at the end of 1905, noth-
ing seemed to have changed. She seemed happiest 
because she was both part of an ongoing revolution 
and with her lover. Subtly, however, something was 
changing, changing radically. For one thing, her ap-
preciation for the spontaneity of the masses was not 
just theory; the organizational consequence was fan-
tastic: spontaneity had transformed their small orga-
nization into a mass party! Heretofore, Luxemburg 
had analyzed spontaneity as the revolutionary way to 
oppose trade union bureaucracy, without in any way 
lessening her belief in the need for a vanguard party. 
Where “masses” had before meant, for her, mass par-
ty, such as the German Social-Democracy, now, see-
ing masses in motion doing nothing short of shaking 
the tsarist empire exhilarated her beyond anything 
she ever felt in the German Social-Democracy. She 
now had proof that it was not she but the masses 
in motion who were “a land of boundless possibili-
ties.” In a word, it was not only intellectually and as 

pamphleteer that she was reaching new 
heights, but organizationally. No doubt, 
she no longer considered Jogiches’s or-
ganizational expertise as sacrosanct, 
but we have no record of their dispute on 
the subject of needed underground work 
under tsarism and needed openness in 
revolution. What we do know is that the 
tensions led to a breakup of their inti-
macy, without in any way breaking up 
their revolutionary political activity.

On revolution, as on the Man/Woman rela-
tionship, it’s all too easy for Marxists to quote 
abstractions rather than to dig deep into the 
dialectic of the concrete. And women in the 
Marxist movement find it a great deal easier 
to quote how serious Clara Zetkin was on the 
Man/Woman relationship at the founding of 
the Second International in 1889, when she 
addressed it thusly: “Just as the male worker 
is subjugated to the capitalist, so is the wom-
an by the man, and she will always remain in 
subjugation until she is economically indepen-
dent.” But when it comes to the effect of the 
Man/Woman relationship, not only in econom-
ic but in personal terms as well as in terms of 
revolution, they just bow out.

And yet it was there, just there, that something 
new was emerging. A birthtime of history manifests 
itself not only in great social changes but in origi-
nal characters, and Luxemburg was an original. Her 
further self-development was reaching new heights 

3. In this letter (included in Stephen Bronner’s The Let-
ters of Rosa Luxemburg and dated “probably 3/25/1894”), Lux-
emburg writes: “Your chivalrous explanation that I should not 
worry about practical things, since they surely will have been 
settled without bothering me, can only be given by a person 
who does not know me at all. Such an explanation might suffice 
for Julek [Marchlewski] so that he wouldn’t worry since he has 
weak nerves, but for me such a procedure—even with the addi-
tion, ‘my poor little bird’—is insulting to put it mildly.”

International Women’s Day march in Berlin, Germany, March 19, 1911.

Rosa Luxemburg
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AS OTHERS SEE  US

Charles Denby’s life: the story of the struggle for freedom
Excerpted from the introduction to the new French 
edition of Charles Denby’s book Indignant Heart: A 
Black Worker’s Journal.

by Camille Estienne
In 1952, a small book entitled Indignant Heart 

appeared in New York. Under this succinct title lay 
hidden a remarkable autobiographical story of an 
African-American proletarian, Simon Peter Owens, 
writing under the pseudonym of Matthew Ward. Ow-
ens later wrote under the name of Charles Denby, 
which I will use for the 
rest of this introduction.

The grandson of 
slaves, born in 1907 in 
Lowndes County, Ala-
bama, Denby spent his 
childhood on a large 
plantation where the 
Black sharecroppers 
wore themselves out 
growing cotton that 
the white landowners 
bought at low prices. In 
1924, he left to try his 
luck in Detroit, Mich., 
where he was hired for 
the only jobs open to Af-
rican Americans: first 
in a foundry, where the 
work is especially trying, 
then as a sweeper for 
the city. In 1930, unem-
ployed, Denby returned 
to Alabama to work on 
his father’s farm. In 
1935, with his wife Effie, he left for Montgomery, 
Alabama....In 1943, the war industries hired African 
Americans once again, and he returned to Detroit, 
where his wife would soon join him. He found work 
in an auto factory that had been converted to pro-
duce military aircraft. 

Shortly after being hired, he played an 
active role in a wildcat strike, which brought 
him to the attention of union militants. The 
years between 1943 and 1951 would be years 
of political and union apprenticeship—and of 
confrontation with multiple forms of racism in 
the factories and political groups....

The First World War was the occasion of the 
first great migration to the industrial cities of the 
North, in particular to Detroit, then the capital of 
the automobile industry in the U.S. In 1910, several 
hundred African Americans worked in the auto fac-
tories of Detroit; in 1919 there were 11,000, but they 
remained confined to the least skilled positions, the 
lowest paid, and the dirtiest and most dangerous 
(cleanup, material handling—or in the foundry). 

The economic crisis of 1929 first affected un-
skilled workers with little seniority....Tens of thou-
sands of workers lost their jobs in the automobile 
industry, where Black workers were twice as af-
fected by unemployment as white workers....The 
great union struggles of the 1930s opened new pos-
sibilities for actions for Black workers, who strove 
throughout the 1930s to advance their own demands 
in that framework. With the entry of the U.S. into 
the war in 1941, employment opportunities opened 
up anew, and Black workers seized the moment to 
exert massive pressure against discrimination. 

�
In Detroit, Denby’s union activity put him into 

contact with militants whose political analyses reso-
nated with his earlier experiences. 

At the Briggs factory on Mack Avenue where 
he worked, he met Genora Dollinger (1913-1995), 
a Trotskyist militant who had played an important 
role in the 1936-37 sit-down strike at General Mo-
tors in Flint, Mich. Age 23 at that time, Dollinger 
had notably put together the “Women’s Emergency 
Brigade,” which did not hesitate to use clubs to de-
fend the picketers. The stopping of production forced 
General Motors to negotiate with the unions, which 
marked an important victory in the history of indus-
trial unionism. Following that strike, Genora John-
son (using the surname of her first husband) found 
herself blacklisted by all the employers in Flint. She 
left for Detroit and found work at the Briggs Manu-
facturing Company under the name of Genora Doll-
inger (the surname of her second husband).

It was there that she made contact with Denby 
and noted his fighting spirit. She brought him into 
the Socialist Workers Party (SWP). There he allied 
himself with the Johnson-Forest Tendency, an oppo-
sition faction that would soon break with Trotskyism.

Johnson was the pseudonym of the West Indian 
intellectual and activist C.L.R. James (1901-1989) 
who had lived in the U.S. since 1938; Forest was the 
pseudonym of Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1987), a 
socialist militant born in Ukraine who had briefly 
been secretary to Leon Trotsky in Mexico in 1937.

James was much interested in the “Negro Ques-
tion” from a revolutionary perspective. At the SWP 
Convention in 1948, he gave a speech that aroused 
Denby’s enthusiasm: “The Revolutionary Answer to 

the Black Problem in the U.S.” In that speech, James 
took up the revolutionary potential of Black masses. 
He saw the struggle against discrimination as begin-
ning with their demands for democratic rights during 
the American Revolution, continuing in the massive 
escapes of slaves to the North before the Civil War and 
their joining the armies of the North, their attempts 
to organize in the Southern States during the period 
of Reconstruction (1865-1877), and finally with Black 
workers in the union struggles of the 1930s. 

On those grounds, James em-
phasized the vitality and the value 
of the independent Black struggle, 
which could not be fully subordinated 
to workers’ movements for a proletar-
ian revolution. This perspective gave 
Denby weapons to fight from within a 
radical movement that often seemed 
to him to be blind to the specific prob-
lems of African-American workers.1

Dunayevskaya’s analyses focused 
on production relations in the Soviet 
Union. As she had the advantage 
of being able to read Russian and 
[knowledge of Marxist] economics, 
she was able to prove the capitalistic 
character of the USSR economy. She 
showed that Russian workers were 
just as exploited in the interest of cap-
ital accumulation as were workers in 
bourgeois democratic countries. But 
far from stopping at this observation, 
she pushed to capture the dynamic 
of exploitation and struggle, show-
ing, for instance, that the workers’ 
struggles in the 19th century for the 

shortening of the workday had forced the capitalists 
to adapt and to find new methods to extract surplus-
value, notably by intensifying work through mecha-
nization. Deepening her interest in the autonomy 
of struggles, she paid special attention to the move-
ment for the abolition of slavery. In that framework, 
Marx’s writings on the movement of escaped slaves, 
the Abolitionist movement, and the Civil War made 
sense. One finds many echoes of these analyses in 
Denby’s book. 

In 1951, Denby left the SWP along with all of 
the members of the Johnson-Forest Tendency.2 The 
group then formed the Correspondence Publishing 
Committee. Along the lines of Marx’s 1880 “Workers’ 
Questionnaire,” Correspondence strove to elicit tes-
timony from different segments of the working class. 
Denby was encouraged to tell of his experiences as a 
Black production worker. C.L.R. James’s wife, Con-
stance Webb, would work with Effie3 and Denby on 
putting together their memories, which would ap-
pear in 1952 under the title Indignant Heart. That 
title connects this autobiographical story to the his-
tory of the anti-slavery struggle through a reference 
to the 19th century Abolitionist Movement.4

�
Denby’s book describes a world where racial op-

pression and economic exploitation dominate. On 
the Alabama plantations, Black sharecroppers could 
only sell their cotton to white landowners, to whom 
they remained indebted until the end of their days. 
In the factories of the North and the South, before 
the great wave of union organizing in heavy industry 
during the 1930s, the foremen threw their weight 
around at will in their departments and did not hesi-
tate to demand part of the workers’ wages, and to 
practice usury. For African Americans, deadly rac-
ist violence posed a permanent threat. On Denby’s 
return to the South in the early 1930s, he witnessed 
two lynchings.

Whether it be a great cotton plantation in 
Alabama in the 1910s, an automobile manufac-
turing plant in Detroit in the 1920s, the city of 
Montgomery in the 1930s, or a war industries 
plant in the 1930s, Denby evokes, without any 
trace of despair, those worlds structured by 
oppression and exploitation. 

Black sharecroppers, whom the white planta-
tion owners kept in a constant state of dependency, 
destroyed their bosses’ livestock and provoked them 
to kill each other off, thereby getting rid of them 
without risking being accused. Besides, the Blacks 
that the landowners considered to be “bad” were the 
most respected. 

In Montgomery, racial segregation, then in force 
in the South, would stop Denby from taking a seat. 
Armed with a knife, he confronted the passengers 
and the driver, determined to have it out with them 
if they did not leave him alone.

In Detroit, Black women were working in a 
1. Later, Denby distanced himself from the “Pan-African-

ism” of James, which he considered a nationalistic regression. 
His column in the October 1979 N&L adds that the 1948 speech 
was developed in close collaboration with Dunayevskaya, and 
followed a discussion with Trotsky, who convinced James of the 
special role of the independent Black struggle in the U.S.

2. Here the author of the introduction mistakenly wrote 
“expelled.” In fact Denby and the group left the SWP because 
they had broken with Trotskyism. —Editor.

3. Effie Owens speaks for herself in chapters 4 and 13.
4. Estienne refers here to the book’s epigraph, quoted from 

the Abolitionist Wendell Phillips. —Editor.

department in the factory where they constantly 
breathed toxic fumes. They were barred from easier 
jobs in the sewing department, which were reserved 
for white women workers. Workers in the paint de-
partment launched a wildcat strike in support of the 
Black women, in the midst of the Second World War. 
They weren’t concerned with their union’s commit-
ment to support the war effort.

The exploited fought back, and one can’t 
miss the jubilation 
with which Denby 
tells these stories.

�
The second part of 

the book, published in 
1978, brings us into an 
altogether new world. 

The writings of part 
two are mostly taken 
from Denby’s contribu-
tions to News & Letters, 
the newspaper which he, 
as editor, ran with Raya 
Dunayevskaya since its 
founding in 1955. Part 
two brings out Denby’s 
political involvement 

with the civil rights movement and with workers’ 
struggles in the 1960s.

The first chapters tell about the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott, the starting point of the African-Amer-
ican civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s. 
These pages echo the colorful stories Denby told in 
part one of his rebellion in a Montgomery bus 20 
years earlier. But this time it was no longer about 
individual revolt, but a mass movement against the 
rule of segregation. From the beginning, Denby joins 
in wholeheartedly. He returns to Alabama as often 
as he can, and tells about new developments there in 
his articles in N&L.

A few years later, in the mid-1960s, African 
Americans from Lowndes County began to or-
ganize to win their political rights. As Detroit 
was the main destination of Black workers 
from that county when they migrated North, 
many maintained ties with their rural roots. 
People from Lowndes County, now in Detroit, 
organized to send material support to activists 
in the South and put together a support group. 
Denby was chosen to lead this association that 
would send money, food, books, clothing, etc. 
to Alabama. This support was essential for the 
Lowndes County civil rights movement.

The activities in Lowndes County also brought 
the demand for “Black Power” to civil rights activ-
ist Stokely Carmichael. In fact, under the conditions 
in the county—the violence and the lynchings; the 
direct economic dependence of the Black sharecrop-
pers on white landowners; a small Black middle 
class with little inclination to fight; a rural envi-
ronment in which boycotts and sit-ins were largely 
unfeasible—the nonviolent tactics of the civil rights 
movement proved largely ineffective.

Nonetheless, Denby and Dunayevskaya contin-
ued to criticize the new nationalist and elitist turn in 
the civil rights movement. In a January 1967 column 
in N&L, “‘Black Power,’ Race, and Class,” Dunayevs-
kaya denounced this regression that consisted of 
analyzing racism in terms of a “white psyche” which 
supposedly is part of a fear-guilt complex resulting 
from the 19th-century Black slave revolts. She re-
turned once again to the fact that it was exactly dur-
ing the epoch of slave revolts that a powerful Aboli-
tionist movement took shape in which Black slaves, 
free Blacks, and white activists worked together to 
transform U.S. society towards human emancipa-
tion. She also firmly criticized the facile analysis of 
the liberalism within the civil rights movement as a 
perversion coming from the influence of whites on 
the movement. Liberalism is not a product of the 
“white psyche”; it’s rather the spontaneous philoso-
phy of the middle classes, Black or white, who can-
not conceive of a mass movement without an [elite] 
leadership....

Denby would remain faithful to these analy-
ses, and that is why his assessments of the radical 
groups of the 1960s and 1970s are often severe. 

His views on the 1960s wildcat strikes re-
mained the same as those that he had adopted 
spontaneously in 1943. The fiery revolutionary 
speeches that were not rooted in patient grass-
roots work held little fascination for him. He 
showed himself to be equally committed in his 
fight against barriers of race, of class, and of 
gender, which he saw as barriers to the devel-
opment of truly human social relations. 

Denby remained convinced that these barri-
ers could only be destroyed by the exploited masses 
struggling together for common purposes. In 1978 
as in 1952, he encouraged those who are oppressed 
to fight back without waiting for a Moses who could 
very well bring them out of the desert, only to lead 
them back into it later. 

Translated by D. Chêneville

Order via www.pleinchant.fr

Charles Denby
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READERS’VIEWSWOMEN’S MARCHES
The voices of women calling for a 

new social order were loud and clear 
throughout the streets of Los Ange-
les at the Women’s March on Jan. 20. 
Hundreds of thousands of women and 
men gathered at Pershing Square and 
walked to Grant Park, chanting and 
raising our voices. The movement of 
women shows that the current social 
relations are not working for a major-
ity of people. We need to focus on the 
voices of women, who may well de-
termine the outcome of the next 
election and more. 

Mannel
Los Angeles

***
At the very beginning 

of the Women’s March in 
Los Angeles, I got to see a 
pro-DACA feeder march. The 
march happened while the gov-
ernment mini-shutdown was in ef-
fect. An interesting sign read, “Keep 
DACA, throw out CACA,” with a pile 
of excrement that resembles Trump’s 
head. One of the ubiquitous slogans 
was “Women are the Wall and Trump 
will pay for it.” That slogan articulates 
intersection.

 Marcher
Los Angeles

***
The women’s marches in San 

Francisco and around the world show 
the potential for an emotional trans-
formation and spiritual rebirth of 
the human race. After centuries of 
remaining stuck in needless and ugly 
wars, growing poverty and sexual and 
racial divisions, the human family 
needs to take a leap in consciousness. 
The danger of nuclear war and global 
warming are signs that we human be-
ings must begin a new chapter in our 
history as a species.

 Rama Kumar
Fairfax, Calif.

***
I enjoyed Terry Moon’s “The Hu-

manism of #MeToo” (Jan.-Feb. N&L). 
Her warning about attempts to nar-
row the movement is on point. When-
ever the powerful cannot ignore our 
issues, they seek to narrow or twist 
and co-opt them. It is important for us 
to study feminism, especially radical 
Black feminism. There is a great deal 
of misogyny behind these prison walls.

Prisoner
Huntingdon, Penn.

•
IRAN IN REVOLT

Iranian women in the strikes are 
chanting against fraud and money 
laundering. Their savings and retire-
ment money disappeared. One brave 
woman, seen on YouTube, was scream-
ing because she was fired and is owed 
months for unpaid labor. The ministry 
of labor told her it is not their prob-
lem. Many workers, especially women, 
are not employed permanently. They 
are “contract” workers with no rights. 
Women are everywhere: protesting 
at prisons, demanding their sons, 
daughters 
and hus-
bands be 
released, 
providing 
refuge for 
people be-
ing chased 
by secu-
rity forces. 
Most believe they are the best at so-
cial media and in organizing protests. 
They do the “traditional” tasks of 
nursing the wounded and also lead. 
Women are the link of continuity with 
2009 and 1978-79. We often hear that 
“The next Iranian revolution will be a 
women’s revolution.” If this movement 
is suppressed, another movement will 
be born of it. Nobody knows in ad-
vance—just as no one knew that Vida 
Movahed’s protest would be repeated 
by so many. Raha

Bay Area
***

Bosnia is a warning brought up 
several times in “Iranian Workers, 
Youth Reach for New Radical Begin-

nings” (Jan.-Feb. N&L). The existence 
of a multicultural, non-chauvinist 
force in Sarajevo and throughout Bos-
nia was never really communicated by 
mass media, who had an interest in 

projecting the tired argument that 
these age-old religious and eth-
nic conflicts will just be smol-
dering forever. We cannot al-
low the Iranian ruling class, 
in its two-headed religious 
and secular factions, to fool 
the Left again, like Milosevic, 

Assad, Maduro, et al. We’ve 
got to listen lower and deeper.

 Buddy
Los Angeles

•
AROUND THE GLOBE

We in Yemen aren’t in need of 
food. We are in need of freedom. If we 
had it, we wouldn’t be in need of food.

Correspondent
Yemen

***
Australia’s main political par-

ties—both the Federal Government 
Coalition of Liberal and National 
Parties, and the opposition Labor 
Party—support the continuation of 
Australia’s inhumane policy on asy-
lum-seekers arriving by boat. (See 
“Australia’s Castaways,” Jan.-Feb. 
N&L.) The main reason the major 
parties are reluctant to soften their 
asylum-seeker policies is the fear of a 
racist backlash from voters at election 
time. The only party that maintains a 
consistent opposition to the detention 
of asylum-seekers in camps on Nauru 
and Manus, are the Greens. Unfor-
tunately, the Greens hold only a few 
seats in Parliament, although their 
voice is important in exposing these 
barbaric practices. Senator Nick Mc-
Kim, mentioned in your report, is a 
Greens Party senator who visited the 
detention camp on Manus Island last 
year, and witnessed the inhumane 
treatment and dire conditions of the 
detainees there.

 Paul Rubner
Sydney, Australia

***
I found South African President 

Cyril Ramaphosa’s State of the Na-
tion address strange. It’s good that 
President Jacob Zuma is gone and 
that perhaps some of the power of the 
Gupta brothers has waned, but Rama-
phosa is not promising. He is a good 
talker, but I can’t forget the 2012 mas-
sacre of miners at the Lonmin mine 
at Marikana, which recalls the 1960 
Sharpeville massacre. Ramaphosa, as 
a director of the company, called for 
the police to intervene. He is a vastly 
wealthy man, even by U.S. standards. 
It is hard to imagine that he will bring 
much improvement to the lives of most 
South Africans.

 D. Chêneville
Bay Area

•
RACE AND FREEDOM

Black Panther broke box office 
records and generated excitement. In 
the form of a superhero action film, 
it is a multi-layered allegory of philo-
sophical and cultural trends in Black 
USA. A Detroit viewer told me: 

“This fantasy shows the flip side 
of the Black American experience, not 
just rooting us in the oppression be-
ginning with slavery. Men and women 
struggle together and with each other 
without sexploitation. Women are 
respected—they are warriors, gen-
erals who are loyal to the crown but 
who think about the meaning of their 
battles and are willing to change their 
loyalty. There are no ‘bitches,’ ‘hoes’ 
or pole dancers. The movie is beauti-
fully executed and rooted in Afrocen-
tric philosophy. Wakanda portrays a 
positive Africa. It felt like going home. 

It sends universal messages; pride in 
yourself and your culture is not anti-
anyone else.”

  Susan Van Gelder
Detroit

***
To this day they are saying that 

incarceration creates a lot of profit, so 
why not incarcerate Black and Brown? 
The U.S. has 25% of the population 
of prisoners in the world, an incred-
ible amount. I heard that there are 90 
million people with a criminal record. 
Something is wrong with this society 
where either the police are cornering 
people or we are living in a jungle that 
the capitalists rule. The violence to-
wards women, Blacks, Muslims, is be-
cause we are continuously at war and 
police are killing people in the streets. 
The problem of racism has historical 
roots.

  Immigrant
Los Angeles

***
I hope N&L will address how some 

people are pitting the lack of response 
to Black students fighting gun vio-
lence and kill-
ings, against 
the atten-
tion given to 
the students 
at Marjory 
Stoneman 
Douglas High 
School. Of course it’s different because 
the school is predominantly white, but 
don’t they realize that everyone is can-
non fodder if you are not part of the 
ruling class?

Black socialist grandmother
Detroit

***
About the discussion of the 13th 

Amendment in the last issue: many 
people fail to realize that this Amend-
ment actually wrote slavery into the 
U.S. Constitution. I wish more prison-
ers would study the economic ratio-
nalizations of marginalizing and con-
fining people. Who is being confined, 
where and why? I’m Black and under-
stand the role race plays in our society, 
but there are other factors that “other-
ize” people. If we don’t realize this, we 
will miss opportunities to build strong 
coalitions, to be allies to others who 
are attempting to cast off the chains 
of oppression. Moreover, we might be 
oppressing others. Prisoners tend to 
see race but not the other qualities 
that get people targeted for incarcera-
tion or the combination of factors that 
consign many of us to civil and social 
death. Stephen Wilson

Huntingdon, Penn.

•
QUEER OPPRESSION

The situation for the Queer com-
munity has worsened under President 
Trump. The Education Department 
will no longer pursue civil rights in-
vestigations for Transgender students 
denied access to bathrooms and locker 
rooms according to their identified sex. 
Health and Human Services will now 
grant healthcare workers the right to 
deny services if the workers have a 
“moral” objection to a service such as 
abortion or to a person such as a Les-
bian. They call it “religious liberty.” 
Trump still wants to ban Transgender 
people from the military supposedly 
because their healthcare is too expen-
sive—while at the same time insisting 
on an expensive military parade. The 
year 2017 was the most violent in 20 
years of attacks against LGBTQ peo-
ple. We Queer people must continue to 
work for our freedom.  
 Queer girl 

Midwest
***

I have been receiving N&L for 15 
years, in which I spent 11 at the state’s 
sole Supermax. Though I’m a historian 
when it comes to Africa and the strug-

gle of all oppressed nationals, women, 
etc., I always learn something. In ad-
dition, N&L challenges me. I used to 
be homophobic, but N&L, through 
“Queer Notes” etc., opened my eyes to 
the fact that oppression is oppression, 
and we can’t call ourselves Revolution-
aries and Freedom Fighters unless we 
are against the oppression of all peo-
ple and for helping oppressed people 
everywhere regardless of race, class, 
gender, sexual preference and so on.

Black Moses 
Portage, Wis.

•
WHY READ N&L?

N&L is more balanced and real-
ity-based than many other publica-
tions. Most of the articles are well 
written without making things overly 
separatist. Some other publications 
either only use terms that need glos-
saries explaining them, or over half 
the articles are poorly written. I’ve en-
countered very few of these problems 
with N&L. That allows me to focus on 
the issues and share the articles with 
others who may have opposing view-
points without them ignoring what is 
presented and just attacking the poor 
presentation. I wish more publications 
would take your approach instead of 
preaching and trying to gain as much 
acceptance as possible from the people 
and groups who already share their 
views.  Prisoner

San Pedro, Calif.
***

The articles are too opinionated. 
When I read a newspaper, I like to be 
given a chance to form my own opin-
ions. With your paper I have a hard 
time understanding the facts of the 
situation because of all the propagan-
da. There’s no reason to make things 
look any worse than they truly are.

Dennis Thomas
Homer, La.

***
There is a tremendous anti-capi-

talist socialist political vacuum in the 
“Left.” While I have read many good 
anti-capitalist articles, I do not sup-
port the Trotskyist worldview in sup-
port of a vanguard party to promote 
the creation of a socialist economy. 
Any long-term viable socialist revolu-
tion must minimally be from the “bot-
tom up” that involves the promotion 
of workers’ management of their local 
enterprise. Thanks for sending N&L.

Subscriber
Los Angeles

***
Please find a donor as I would like 

very much to continue to receive your 
paper. I like the different insights into 
problems and struggles that the news 
media does not cover. Thank you for 
bringing these topics to me and count-
less others and giving the people a 
voice.

 Prisoner
Corcoran, Calif.

***
Presently I am doing 25 to life 

and find that N&L offers profound 
insights that I often hear others and 
myself exchanging conversation on as 
a result. As I am doing a SHU term in 
the hole, I cannot offer financial assis-
tance as I surely would like to do. 

  Prisoner
Corcoran, Calif.
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To our incarcerated readers—
Prisoncrats sometimes choose 

to return an issue to us undeliv-
ered, but if you have been moved—
to another prison, or within the 
same prison—the USPS will not 
forward newspapers. Help us keep 
N&L in your hands by letting us 
know your change of address, in-
cluding when you are released. 
When you leave prison your donor 
subscription can continue to your 
new address for one additional 
year. We do not match up pen 
pals, or offer legal advice or access 
to attorneys. But this paper is a 
place where the voices of people 
engaged in struggles inside and 
outside prison walls can be heard 
speaking for themselves. 
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NEW!

INDIGNANT HEART
Charles Denby (see p. 5) did not 

accept exploitative and racist condi-
tions in Detroit’s auto factories, but 
became an organizer against these 
conditions of alienated human labor in 
the shops, and also in wildcat strikes 
against the labor union’s bureaucratic 
leadership. When white workers in the 
auto factory joined Black workers on a 
strike, it showed Denby’s ability to ar-
ticulate labor issues in such a way as 
to unify Black and white labor despite 
their differences. As Marx stated: “La-
bor in the white skin will never be free 
as long as labor in the Black skin is 
branded.” Basho

Los Angeles

•
JUSTICE AND ‘JUSTICE’

In “(In)justice system confronted” 
(Jan.-Feb. N&L), Wislanka criticizes 
that “some activists consider concrete 
as the opposite of ‘ideal.’ The ‘ideal’ 
may be prison abolition, but the prac-
tical and concrete is advocating for 
prison reform.” Because prisoners are 
demanding concrete resolutions, and 
not social uprooting, one may consider 
them “reformists.” However, as Wis-
lanka states, “What makes prisoners’ 
demands aspects of the same struggle 
is their spirit. The spirit of the hun-
ger strike, for example, was a cry for 
recognition that prisoners are human 
beings.” Thus, the concrete already 
contains the “ideal” within it. A dialec-
tical view allows us to see both dimen-
sions as a unity, so that we can help 
develop the concrete until it reaches 
its full universal expression: a new hu-
man society. J.G.F. Héctor

Mexico City
***

Before my sentence in Colorado’s 
Dept. of Corrections, I was working 
in medical device engineering, help-
ing folks live a better life. Our niche 
was mostly with dialysis and the 
needs of end stage renal failure. My 
research was fruitful and beneficial to 
the medical community. It’s a shame 
how much human potential is wasted 
in the name of justice. It’s shocking 
how we administer “justice.” As a na-
tion, we do need more corrections, but 
it will not come from mass incarcera-

tion. Our model of justice fails when 
we fuel it with revenge and hate, while 
also allowing others to profit from the 
warehousing and servitude of what is 
most precious, our citizens. There is a 
better way. Prisoner

Canon City, Colo.

•
YOUTH IN ACTION

Indiana University hosted a 
speech by Elliott Abrams, the dirtbag 
who helped the Contras kill thousands 
of people in Central America, and who 
was then convicted of lying to Con-
gress about his involvement. It was 
a Koch Brothers funded event. I was 
part of a protest group who sought to 
respond; the university structurally 
prevented comments and questions so 
our group did a walkout. Many of us 
were people of color and foreign stu-
dents from countries affected by these 
policies, and they were concerned 
that their visas would be affected, so 
I volunteered to post signs outside 
the room in a manner visible inside 
the room during the talk. Not a huge 
chance of arrest, but a way I could flex 
my privilege so that it amplified their 
voices. Activist

Indiana

•
FREE PRESS?

Alexei Wood, along with six co-de-
fendants, was acquitted on all charges 
related to Inauguration Day 2017 pro-
tests. Though only reporting, Wood 
faced up to 61 years in prison. Trump 
dares speak of a witch-hunt against 
his criminal self, while his Justice 
Department undertakes witch-hunts 
for the sole purpose of suppressing 
freedom of the press and freedom of 
speech in protests. Environmentalist

Southern California

•
FIGHT PRISON CENSORS!
I am writing to share informa-

tion regarding issues raised in the 
last N&L. 1. Censorship. To withhold 
N&L from us, every gulag has written 
rules pertaining to publication screen-
ing. It’s our responsibility to challenge 
them to validate the rationale for cen-

sorship. The law on this is quite clear 
and I would suggest that your readers 
head to their gulag’s law library and 
research the issue. 

2. Virginia’s Inmate Savings Ac-
count. A complaint was raised that 
there was no transparency as to the 
monies held in this account or their 
disbursement. Here I would suggest 
that the writer check out the state’s 
Freedom of Information Act laws as 
to what he may obtain through these 
laws. I have used Illinois’s Freedom of 
Information laws to obtain many use-
ful documents. Prisoner

Menard, Ill.
***

Greetings from one of California’s 
southern prison facilities. I would 
like to receive N&L. I am well aware 
of what I am by rights allowed to re-
ceive in the mail, even if prisoncrats 
do not like the material, as long as 
it does not advocate any violation of 
laws, or harming another, 
etc. (CCR Title 15 Article 
4. Mail section #3135 and 
Article 1 Behavior section 
#3996) I am not one of 
those prisoners who just 
let such things go.

Prisoner
Calipatria, Calif. 

•
VOICES FROM BEHIND BARS

In prison the majority of TV 
time is spent on programming other 
than news. When I first began read-
ing N&L, I would notice a TV news-
caster make a passing reference to an 
item I recalled as having been covered 
more extensively in N&L. It then oc-
curred to me that if not for your ar-
ticles I’d have no idea what the TV 
newscaster was talking about. One of 
the standards for proper treatment of 
prisoners is to keep them informed of 
current events and important items of 
news. N&L meets this requirement.

 Prisoner
Morgan, Ga.

***
I already subscribed to N&L but 

we had a hurricane and we had to 
evacuate the prison we were in. Now 
I’m at a new prison unit inside the 
Texas prison industrial complex. I 
lost all my back issues as well as all 

my other literature since we weren’t 
allowed to bring anything on the bus 
with us. I would like to update my in-
formation so I can start receiving N&L 
again. Also, if you happen to have any 
back issues that would be amazing as 
I use them to educate other prisoners 
to open their eyes to the struggle. 

Prisoner
Beeville, Tex.

***
Revolutionary salute! I relocated 

to Los Angeles from Chicago in 2006 
and after a short time I was arrested 
on trumped-up charges and sentenced 
under the state’s draconian three 
strikes law to 86 years to life of im-
prisonment. I have been languishing 
behind bars for the past 11 years and 
engaged in a protracted struggle to try 
to overcome my captivity. As a descen-
dant of slavery, my happiness begins 
with freedom. I really enjoy reading 
N&L to stay abreast of all the nation-

al and international news 
pertaining to the human 
rights demonstrations 
and freedom struggles out 
there in the world. I share 
every issue with all of my 
fellow prisoners. I hope to 
continue to receive N&L 
with a donor subscription.

 Prisoner
Corcoran, Calif.

***
I am a member in good standing of 

the IWW and have been incarcerated 
for 34 years. Recently I came across an 
old issue of N&L for the first time and 
was impressed by its scope and treat-
ment of Marxist theory and current 
issues affecting us all. I would greatly 
appreciate a free subscription.  

Prisoner
Tehachapi, Calif.

TO OUR READERS: Can 
you donate $5 for a prisoner who 
cannot pay for a subscription 
to  N&L? It will be shared with 
many others. A donation of $8 
pays for a subscription plus the 
Pelican Bay Hunger Strikers 
pamphlet to be sent to a prisoner. 
Prisoners are eligible to continue 
their free subscriptions when they 
first get released.
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Struggle against solitary continues!
San Francisco—A Feb. 23 rally in front of the 

courthouse outlined some of the new battle lines 
drawn after the September 2015 settlement of the 
Ashker v. Brown class action lawsuit that ended the 
use of indeterminate solitary confinement in Cali-
fornia’s Secure Housing Units (SHUs).

Many of the prisoners released from solitary are 
classified as level IV, that is, the most dangerous 
prisoners. After two years we find that the condi-
tions in general population (GP) in level IV prisons, 
are actually worse than they were in the SHUs. 
GP WORSE THAN SHU

Prisoners sent messages to the rally, saying that 
now they have less out-of-cell time then they did in 

the Pelican Bay SHU. There is no counseling, nor 
any help for prisoners who have been deprived of hu-
man company for decades to adjust to being among 
people. Whatever programming that is available, 
i.e., jobs, classes, etc., is frequently cancelled. Pris-
oners report that it creates tension, exacerbates par-
anoid attitudes and leads to problem behavior. The 
limited social interactions continue the harm done 
by solitary: insomnia, anxiety, and mental and phys-
ical illnesses. (See a call to treat this harm by Sitawa 
Nantambu Jamaa and Baridi Williamson this page.)

One prisoner kept a detailed record of his ac-
tivities for the month of March 2017. His total out-
of-cell time was 16.8 hours! It was not an unusual 
month, just one he documented. International stan-
dards specify that solitary confinement is defined 
by 22 hours per day in one’s cell. GP prisoners, by 

the California Department of Corrections and reha-
bilitation’s own documentation, should be getting at 
least six hours a day out of their cell and at least 10 
hours of yard time per week. Very few prisoners in 
level IV facilities get that.
TRUTH VS. LIES

A former prisoner speaking to the rally shared 
his desire to organize opposition. He said, “Disorga-
nized truth has little chance against an organized lie. 
And a big lie is what we are facing.”

Urszula Wislanka of News & Letters said she 
supports prisoners not merely to be nice to others. 
Prisoners who survive solitary have learned that 
the prison cannot take away their humanity. In an 

environment that inculcates ra-
cial hatred, prisoners reached an 
agreement to end hostilities; they 
practice a cross-racial solidarity, 
which inspired many prisoners to 
join the hunger strikes in 2011-
13. Their call to be recognized 
as human beings is lived in their 
everyday lives as support for each 
other, a definition of each one 
that includes all prisoners. If the 
prisoners’ message of what they 
found as the core of their human-
ity were carried to the outside, it 
could overcome the politics of fear 
and hatred out here, too.

In court the judge heard the 
arguments from Ashker lawyers and will decide 
whether the conditions in level IV GP meet the crite-
ria of the settlement. Whatever the judge’s decision, 
the struggle continues! 

—Marxist-Humanist participant

‘Pulling Chain’
Pine Knot, Ky.—Do you ever wonder what happens 

to all of your family members after the courtroom 
drama? After the news cameras and news articles 
dry up? After the victim impact statements and the 
jury’s verdict have been handed down?

Let me tell you what happens from an insid-
er’s perspective. The condemned man or woman is 
shackled and transported to a county jail or other 
holding facility and for the next several weeks we lie 
awake at night, listening for the rattling of chains.

We lie in our bunks in a two-man cell un-
til one early morning these rattling chains 
stop in front of your cell, and the guard yells 
your name, “James junk and bunk.” What that 
means is pack up all your junk and bunk, and 
we will be back for you in a few minutes. Dur-
ing that few minutes, you yell at your friends 
two cells down, and you try to find a way to 
stall. But before you know it, the guard is rush-
ing you out the cell, and the next thing you 
know you are standing in a room with several 
other men or women naked, with guards look-
ing in every body cavity you have.

After that you are handed an orange jumpsuit, 
handcuffed and shackled at the feet. You are shack-
led to several other inmates and then a black box is 
placed over your handcuffs.

After being loaded into a van or bus, you begin 
a ride to a diagnostic center. You see your city disap-
pearing behind you, and you end up in a rural area 
with horses and big haystacks everywhere. You go 
into a facility with guards wearing cowboy boots.

Once unloaded, you again get stripped down and 
examined in all of your private areas. Then you are 
sprayed down with lice spray and debugged. After 
your shower, you are given a test for hearing, sight 
and a physical. Next you are given a bedroll and a 
couple sets of clothes.

Last but not least, you are stripped of your god-
given name, you are no longer Randall James. You 
become inmate #183317, and then begin a journey 
into a whole other world. A world of make-believe 
where postage stamps are now money, where you are 
marched around like cattle to chow and other func-
tions, where men use other men for sexual gratifi-
cation daily, where a simple infraction can lead you 
to be placed in solitary confinement for months at 
a time, where you try to reach out to family and 
friends, but out of sight, out of mind.

This is our reality once we have been convicted. 
If we don’t have outside support, some of us go crazy 
in here. —Randall James

 USP McCreary

Two death sentences
Bellefonte, Pa.—The great concern that many 

have regarding the possibility of executing an in-
nocent person is understandable because, once 
that occurs, there’s no chance of revival. No ratio-
nal human being would want to be responsible for 
the senseless execution of an innocent individual. If 
killing is wrong, why does the state murder people 
who have been accused of murder to show that it’s 
wrong? Those who are condemned to the first death 
sentence are housed on death row in solitary con-
finement for infinity, unless they are exonerated or 
pardoned.
THE OTHER DEATH SENTENCE

A second death sentence is known as a life sen-
tence without the possibility of parole. A life sen-
tence is a perpetual nightmare that causes irasci-
ble days and nights. Those with a life sentence are 
housed with the general population.

Many of these individuals that are serving 
these death sentences are trying desperately 
to get their convictions overturned. One of the 
problems is that there are too many people in 
society who don’t want to accept the fact that 
the judicial system is fallible. For most people, 
it would take a family member or a close as-
sociate to be arrested or incarcerated to learn 
that the system is certainly venal.

Thinking makes you come to a conclusion, but 
many would rather stay in a state of denial than 
learn the truth.

The late prestigious Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall stated, “No matter how careful 
the courts are, the possibility of perjured testimony, 
mistaken honest testimony and human error remain 
all too real. We have no way of judging how many 
innocent persons have been executed, but we can be 
certain that there were some.”

For the first time in Pennsylvania history, drug 
suppliers refused to sell drugs to use for an execu-
tion. It has been reported that other states are expe-
riencing the same problem. The drugs used in lethal 
injection have dwindled incredibly, which caused 
a temporary stay on executions. Pennsylvania has 
close to 200 prisoners waiting to be executed.

Freedom of speech and action are meaningless 
without freedom to think, and there’s no freedom of 
thought without doubt.

 —D. Ameen McKelvie
SCI-Benner

Read accounts 
from the historic hun-

ger strikes that won the 
settlement to end indefi-

nite solitary confinement 
in California, a critical 

moment in the Prisoner 
Human Rights Movement, 

in “Pelican Bay Hunger 
Strikers: ‘We want to be vali-

dated as human.’”
Order your copy: see p. 7

Carol Strickman, a lawyer in the Ashker v. Brown lawsuit, updating the Feb. 23 rally on the 
current status of the settlement
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Treat PTSD from the 
torture of solitary
Below are exerpts of a call from the representa-

tives of the Prisoner Human Rights Movement to help 
treat the damage done by decades of illegal solitary 
conefinement. For a full text, see prisonerhunger-
strikesolidarity.wordpress.com.

 In the 1970s, the California Department of Cor-
rection’s and rehabilitation (CDCr) report to (then) 
Governor Ronald Reagan on “Revolutionary Orga-
nizations and Gangs” resulted in Reagan ordering 
the CDCr Director to lock up all radicals, militants, 
revolutionaries, and jailhouse lawyers that were 
considered ‘’trouble-makers.” ...Conscious prisoners 
began to “demand” their human, constitutional and 
civil rights... The 1986 CDCr task force report rec-
ommended that CDCr build “Supermax” prisons for 
this politicized class of prisoners...

California...built its solitary confinement tor-
ture sites (in the late 1980s) designed with the mal-
ice and intent to destroy the human lives of Cali-
fornia prisoners through...mass validation—group 
punishment—indeterminate Secure Housing Units 
(SHU) classification and enhanced “debriefing” in-
terrogation.…

We, as California prisoners and citizens of this 
state, deserve to be treated for the intentional cru-
elty caused by state-sanctioned torture.…

[J]oin us in writing, emailing, or calling 
Governor Brown and Secretary of CDCr Scott 
Kernan and Senator Holly Mitchell (oversee-
ing CDCr) and demand the following govern-
ment actions be taken to remedy the decades 
of damage done to us:

1. That CDCr provide state-wide men’s and 
women’s post-traumatic stress disorder from soli-
tary confinement (PTSDSC) support groups mod-
eled after the “Men’s’ Group” program we prepared 
at Salinas Valley State Prison facility C;

2. That CDCr allow all PTSDSC prisoners to go 
through this six-month relief program, at their re-
spective GP locations;

3. That CDCr provide effective education and 
training of staff in fairly and respectfully dealing 
with PTSDSC class members, including in appeals, 
disciplinary, medical, etc. matters;

4. That CDCr adopt all recommendations in the 
2017 report of the Human Rights in Trauma Men-
tal Health Lab at Stanford University, detailing the 
ongoing negative health consequences that Ashker 
class members have suffered following their release 
from long-term solitary confinement into the gen-
eral population:

* Provide peer-facilitated support groups for all 
PTSDSC class members; and

* Provide independent psychiatric care for all 
PTSDSC class members to receive PTSDSC mental 
and emotional health and psychological services.

5. That Governor Brown and the California leg-
islature order the Board of Parole Hearings to stop 
denying our PTSDSC class members who are serv-
ing life sentences a fair opportunity to be released 
home, thereby doubly punishing and torturing us 
because we were unlawfully kept in solitary confine-
ment without Due Process and exercised our con-
stitutionally protected right to peacefully protest/
hunger-strike to be released and refused to debrief 
and become their snitches. In struggle!

—Sitawa Nantambu Jamaa and Baridi J. Williamson
For Prisoner Human Rights Movement

© Dec. 1, 2017

TO OUR READERS: Can you donate $5 for 
a prisoner who cannot pay for a subscription 
to  N&L? A donation of $8 pays for a sub-
scription plus the Pelican Bay Hunger 
Strikers pamphlet to be sent to a prisoner. 
Prisoners are eligible to continue their free 
subscriptions when they first get released.

Photo: Urszula W
islanka for New

s & Letters



MARCH-APRIL 2018 NEWS & LETTERS – www.newsandletters.org Page 9

 Subscribe to News & Letters
the only Marxist-Humanist 

paper in the U.S.! 
Still only $5/year for 6 issues.

EDITORIAL

Q U E E R N O T E S
continued from p. 1

Youth confront the NRA 
The youth who marched on Tallahassee, Fla., 

and Washington, D.C., in response to the massacre 
of 17 students and staff at Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School on Feb. 14 in Parkland, Fla., lead the 
entire nation in demanding an end to gun violence. 
They have 
moved far be-
yond thoughts 
and prayers 
and grief coun-
selors by turn-
ing fear, sad-
ness and anger 
into collective 
action. 

A teach-
er survivor 
said, “Our 
children, this 
young man 
and all his 
schoolmates, 
will change 
this.”

In the 
midst of her 
tears, Emma 
Gonzalez, a 
senior at Stoneman Douglas, gave a mind-blowing 
speech where she said in part:

“[If] all our government can do is say it’s time for 
thoughts and prayers, then we need to be here to be 
the change…[W]e have learned if you do nothing, peo-
ple will end up dead…[W]e are going to be the kids 
that you read about in textbooks, not because we are 
going to be another statistic of another mass shooting 
in America, because we are going to be the last mass 
shooting…They say tougher gun laws don’t decrease 
gun violence, we call BS! They say a good guy with a 
gun stops a bad guy with a gun, we call BS! They say 
guns are just tools like knives, and are as dangerous 
as cars, we call BS! They say that we’re too young to 
understand, we call BS!”

The election of Trump jolted masses of 
young people to action. Young women and men 
joined Women’s Marches by the hundreds of 
thousands the day after he was inaugurated, 
youth spurred emergency protests at airports 
and on college campuses opposing Trump’s 
ban on entry from areas that this year he 
called “shithole countries,” and youth joined 
encampments in support of the Standing Rock 
Lakota Nation demanding the Keystone Pipe-
line stay off their land and out of their water. 

The Stoneman Douglas students take their 
place alongside these youth, challenging the Trump 
regime and a Congress that hates democracy. Trump 
and the National Rifle Association’s Wayne LaPierre 
and Dana Loesch tried to counter the voices of the 
students by defending sales of AR-15s, even to kids 
who cannot legally buy a beer, and called for pouring 
even more guns into schools by arming teachers. It is 
a predictable position for the NRA, the gun makers’ 
lobby, but equally predictable that the results would 
be catastrophic.
RACIST NRA PROPS UP ALT_RIGHT

We already have proof. The SWAT team that 
entered Stoneman Douglas first racially profiled an 
unarmed Latino student and pointed their guns at 
him. Philando Castile, a St. Paul, Minn., school cafe-
teria manager licensed to carry a concealed weapon, 
was killed in his car in 2016 by a cop claiming he 
feared for his life.

Tellingly, the NRA that routinely defends 
gun owners’ rights did not lift a finger for Cas-
tile, killed because he was driving while Black. 
There is no doubt that the NRA has become a 
linchpin of white supremacist organizations, 
from Breitbart and CPAC to the Ku Klux Klan. 
By attacking the NRA, students are also taking 
on the white supremacists defending Trump, 
including the Russians who funneled $30 mil-
lion through the NRA into the Trump cam-
paign and whose bots then spread internet 
hoaxes that Stoneman Douglas students were 
really “crisis actors.” 

 The NRA in turn has called its opponents “so-

cialist” and demonized Black Lives Matter, who are 
combating decades of blatantly racist police killings 
of young Black men, women and children. 

The students are shining a spotlight on the rac-
ist origins of the Second Amendment, which permit-

ted the South-
ern states 
the “well-
regulated mili-
tia” they could 
call up against 
escaped slaves 
and slave re-
bellions. 

The stu-
dents have 
called for 
banning as-
sault weap-
ons, raising 
the minimum 
age to legally 
purchase a 
gun, regulat-
ing ammu-
nition sales 
and stricter 
background 

checks. They question the national gun cul-
ture and want people to register to vote so as 
to throw pro-NRA legislators out of office. Af-
ter the murders of 22 first grade children and 
six teachers in Newtown, Conn., five years ago, 
not a single gun control reform was enacted 
even though more than 80% of U.S. citizens de-
mand them. 

The movement the students began has already 
had an effect. More than 20 major corporations, like 
Delta Airlines and several car rental agencies, have 
cut financial ties to the NRA, ties most of us did not 
even know existed but that helped fill NRA coffers. 
They have pushed Trump to tell different lies: the 
man who signed an NRA-backed bill to allow gun 
sales to people judged disabled by mental illness 
now says he and the NRA will work out something 
on guns and mental illness. Trump and the NRA 
will not easily give ground. Wide discussion, deep 
creative thinking, and strong alliances among all 
fighting for a human society will be needed.

Against a torrent of slanders, youth have made 
clear once again that they are a force of revolution, 
and they will be heard.

MSU students rally 
against Larry Nassar

Detroit–Over 200 girls and women gymnasts tes-
tified against Dr. Larry Nassar, the U.S. Women’s 
Gymnastics Team doctor and Michigan State Uni-
versity (MSU) sports medicine practitioner who 
sexually abused them for over two decades. Despite 
at least 14 administrators who were informed of his 
conduct, MSU did nothing to stop him. 

Nationally televised testimony at Nassar’s sen-
tencing hearings in January and February brought 
tears to viewers and relentless criticism against the 
U.S. Women’s Gymnastics Team and the university.
MSU STUDENTS AMPLIFY THE FIGHT

Less publicity has been afforded to the hun-
dreds of MSU students who have marched in bitter 
cold against their university. The first march was 
planned Jan. 26 and called for President Lou Anna 
Simon to resign. That march was transformed into a 
rally in support of those whom Nassar had abused, 
as well as other campus rape survivors after Simon 
resigned Jan. 24. Students’ demands included end-
ing mistreatment of Black and other minority stu-
dents, the resignation of members of the State Board 
of Trustees and immediate, deep-rooted changes in 
campus culture so that all students can feel safe.

‘“For many survivors of Larry Nassar’s 
abuse, their silence came to an end this week 
as he was sentenced. And I hope that tonight 
the silence ends at Michigan State University,’ 
senior Ewurama Appiagyei-Dankah told the 
crowd. They had gathered in front of ‘the rock,’ 
freshly painted with the names of the 156 sex-
ual assault survivors who testified at Nassar’s 
sentencing earlier in the week.

“‘We are the ones who determine the culture—
it’s not the administration. We are the heart of this 
institution, and it’s time we act like it,’ she said.” 
(See Flint News, Jan. 27, 2018.) 

Protests resurged when Republican John 
Engler, the former Michigan governor, was 
hastily named interim president on Jan. 31 as 
students and faculty objected to a clearly po-
litical appointment rather than an academic 
one. They learned of his appointment by read-
ing about it in the papers.

Dan Martel, president of the MSU Democrats, 
spoke for many when he said, “For the rest of my life 
I will carry a diploma from Larry Nassar University, 
and it will be signed by somebody who is so conser-
vative that they have been handpicked to chair the 
national education assessment board by Betsy De-
Vos” (reported by Michigan Radio, NPR News Sta-
tion, Jan. 31, 2018).   —Susan Van Gelder

in California the passage of Proposition 57 allows 
prisoners without a violent offense to be granted 
early release. That creates reluctance to participate 
in activity that could harm a possible early release. 

Yet many prisoners benefit from others’ sacri-
fices. Apathy or fear of the monstrous prison indus-
trial complex can be met with a discussion that what 
seems hopeless is possible. Those who are walking 
out of prison as a consequence of Proposition 57 are 
not freed from their historical obligation to contrib-
ute to their communities. We should seize every op-
portunity to agitate, educate, and instigate. The idea 
is to ensure that our humanity is truly respected by 
the prisoncrats.
WINNING OVER THE UNCONVINCED

We prisoners cannot afford to be dismissive of 
others who are not staunch supporters of the aboli-
tion of the prison industrial complex. Perhaps that 
lack of support comes from not having an adequate 
explanation of what abolition entails. 

There is also a failure to transcend the his-
torical barrier to which capital has mentally 
enslaved them. Nonetheless, we cannot aban-
don the idea of the annihilation of the pun-
ishment industry. Out of those ashes we can 
create something new that enhances the hu-
manity of the individual.

Prisoners may be won over by issues they see as 
more practical, for example, establishing better self-
development programs, increasing college opportu-
nities, or serving better food. Any of these issues can 
be the beginning of organizational work that will 
lead to a durable unity, providing we remember the 
objective of respecting our humanity. 

What is the objective 
of prisoner unity? by Elise

The Black LGBTQIA+ Migrant Project has 
launched. Housed at the Transgender Law Center 
in Oakland, Calif., the Project will provide legal sup-
port and community-building events and will create 
regional organizing networks. Their work will help 
protect LGBTQIA people as the police and ICE tar-
get Black Queer people for particular persecution.

* * *
 Founded in 1980, Grupo Gay du Bahia, the old-

est LGBT rights group in Brazil, holds two support 
meetings each week. It houses the largest collection 
of archives documenting killings and other violence 
against Queer people of color. It seeks to educate the 
public about LGBTQ people. Its several sub-groups 
include the Brazilian Association of Parents and 
Friends of Homosexuals and the Quimbanda-Dudu 
Group of Black Gays of Bahia. Only a few states and 
municipalities in Brazil have banned discrimination 
based on sexual orientation and gender identity.

* * *
There were more out LGBT athletes in this 

year’s Winter Olympics than at any other. Among 
them were Canada’s Eric Radford, Australia’s Belle 
Brockhoff, the Netherlands’ Ireen Wust and the 
U.S.’s Adam Rippon and Gus Kenworthy, both of 
whom have been publicly critical of anti-Queer Vice 
President Mike Pence, who led the U.S. contingent 
in the Opening Ceremonies.

Students protest gun violence at the White House, Feb. 19, 2018.

 Lorie Shaull, commons.wikimedia.org/w/
index.php?curid=66648619

Celebrate International Women’s Day and Women’s History Month and learn:
♀ How women started the Russian Revolution of 1917
♀ What were women’s contributions to the revolution in Portugal in 1974
♀ That 100,000 women marched for abortion rights in Italy and brought down the 

government in 1976         AND SO MUCH MORE 
Get both Women’s Liberation and the Dialectics of Liberation: 
Reaching for the Future and Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s 
Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution 
 both by Raya Dunayevskaya

a $50 value, for only $30 including postage.
To order see page 7.
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is unfree,” “Make racists afraid again,” “If your 
feminism isn’t intersectional, it’s trash,” “Justice 
over comfort, equality over privilege, empathy over 
greed.” (See page 3 for report of the Women’s March 
in the Bay Area.) 

While march-
ers were majority 
white, those who 
blather that the 
Women’s Marches 
are a “white wom-
en’s march,” erase 
the strong and 
vibrant partici-
pation by women 
of color, disabled 
women, and Gay, 
Lesbian and Trans 
women.

Those who joined 
in the marches, who 
talked to partici-
pants, who read the 
signs and who experi-
enced the solidarity, 
anger and determi-
nation of those there, 
know first hand the 
power of this move-
ment. They are the 
best answer to those 
who aim to limit it, 
who disregard it or 
belittle it. 

What should not be missed, but too often is, is 
the vision of a new society implicit in what marchers 
express in words, chants and signs. The task is to 
make that vision explicit. The same holds true of the 
#MeToo movement. 
WOMEN ARE NOT THINGS

As with so many movements in the U.S., Black 
women began #MeToo when in 1997 Tarana Burke 
had a MeToo realization she couldn’t then articulate 
as she listened to a 13-year-old talking of her experi-
ence of sexual abuse. Burke explained that then, “I 
didn’t have a response or a way to help her in that 
moment, and I couldn’t even say ‘me too.’”1 But she 
was determined to change that and she did. 

The #MeToo movement stands on her 
shoulders as well as the more recent Black 
Lives Matter (BLM) coalition. BLM, by their 
very existence and way of working, by the fact 
that their founders were Black women—Queer, 
cis, Trans—and by their insistence that Black 
lives also meant Black women’s lives and that 
they matter, foreshadowed #MeToo. 

The BLM-initiated campaign “Say Her Name” 
brought to light the many Black women murdered 
by police and others, and recognized that for much 
too long the names of Black women, of Black Trans 
women, of women of color, who had been killed by 
police, by pimps, by poverty, by racism, had been 
ignored, had been rendered name-less. They are as 
much a part of the #MeToo movement as those who 
fought Harvey Weinstein and Larry Nassar, who 
spoke out and were finally heard.

What women brought into the light of day was 
how completely intertwined with society, with mon-
ey, power, prestige is the right these men feel they 
have to rape and abuse women and girls, to ruin our 
lives; even to kill us; how entitled they feel to have 
sex with—that is, rape—whoever they choose, and 
how righteous they are in meting out punishment to 
women who dare reject them, or try, and how society 
supports them in every destructive step they take.
#METOO IS NOW WORLDWIDE

That #MeToo is also #YesAllWomen is seen in 
how the movement has spread worldwide.

♀ In Sweden, that supposed bastion of sexual 
equality, Cissi Wallin, whose 2011 police report of 
sexual assault was dismissed “within weeks,” saw 
the #MeToo movement in the U.S. and outed a well-
known Leftist columnist on Instagram with her 
statement that he had drugged her and then vio-
lently raped her years earlier. Quickly “tens of thou-
sands of Swedish women signed a series of appeals 
in the national press detailing incidents of brutal 
sexual assault and harassment in almost every pro-
fessional field…”2 

♀ In South Korea, a Harvey Weinstein clone 
and longtime director of the National Theater of 
Korea was compelled to apologize for 18 years of 
abuse after an actress reported his sexual abuse on 
facebook. His fall was preceded by women speaking 
out in other professions, including furniture work-
ers, nurses, students, women in corporate and legal 
professions and even poets.

♀ In France, where actress Catherine Deneuve 
1. “The Woman Who Created #MeToo Long Before 

Hashtags,” by Sandra E. Garcia, The New York Times, Oct. 
20, 2017.

2. “Yes, It Happens in Sweden, #Too” by Jenny Nord-
berg, The New Your Times, Dec. 15, 2017.

had trashed the #MeToo movement as something 
feminist women there would not embrace, other 
French women made themselves part of the move-
ment and accused the well-known Islamic scholar 
Tariq Ramadan of sexual assault; and he was only 
one of many. 

♀ In Turkey on 
Nov. 25, women de-
fied President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan’s 
phony “state of emer-
gency” and rallied in 
several cities in soli-
darity and support 
of the #MeToo move-
ment. 

♀ Then of course 
there is Britain, 
where #MeToo seems 
to penetrate every 
corner of society 
from Parliament to 
the BBC, including 
the sexist President 
Club, whose wealthy, 
entitled men used 
charity for children 
as an excuse to sav-
age the women forced 
to wait on them in 
sexually provocative 
outfits.

♀ Other coun-
tries where women 

have made themselves part of the movement include 
Morocco, Switzerland, Belgium, Japan, Cana-
da, China, Israel, with more to come. 
#METOO THE LATEST IN LONG MOVEMENT

Just as the #MeToo movement in the U.S. was 
preceded by women like Burke and others, so too, 
this #MeToo so-called “moment” is actually the re-
sult of decades of struggles by women against hor-
rendous experiences of everyday abuse. Every coun-
try has its own unique struggle. 

In Mexico, for example, it took the creation of a 
new word, “femicide,” to describe the mass killings of 
women, many in cities bordering the U.S. The move-
ment includes women who were brutalized by the 
police in San Salvador Atenco over a decade ago and 
have been fighting for justice ever since.

In India, 23-year-old Jyoti Singh’s horrible 
rape and murder in 2012 gave impetus to a move-
ment that had been waged for decades against an in-
transigent government and police. It broke out again 
in Kolkata, where over 100,000 people marched on 
Sept. 20, 2014, for women’s freedom and against po-
lice violence after a college student was assaulted 
and the government and college refused to act. Yet 
still today, New Delhi is roiling again after the bru-
tal rape of an eight-month-old baby girl in January. 

In the village of Lote 8, Guatemala, 11 Mayan 
Q’eqchi’ women were brutally raped by Vancouver-
based Skye Resources security personnel, police and 
Guatemalan soldiers in January 2007 while they 
were being illegally evicted from their land. In the 
attack their village was destroyed. Since then they 
have been fighting for their rights both in Guate-
mala’s notoriously corrupt courts, and in Canadian 
courts, as Skye Resources was bought by the Cana-
dian company, Hudbay Minerals/CGN. Their case, 
even if they don’t win, is groundbreaking: it would 
be the first time a Canadian company would be tried 
in a Canadian court for harms and crimes commit-
ted in another country.

In Turkey a savage sexual assault and murder 
on Feb. 11, 2015, of Özgecan Aslan, a 19-year-old 
student, brought forth thousands of demonstrators, 
mostly women, throughout the country and beyond. 
Aslan was raped and then stabbed to death by the 
driver of the bus she was taking home. Over 5,000 
came to her funeral, where women refused the or-
ders of the Imam to step back during the ceremony 
and instead stepped forward to carry her coffin and 
to bury her, vowing: “No other man’s hands would 
touch her again.”

These four countries help show the decades-long 
struggle that women have been fighting to transform 
the world into one where women are comprehended 
as human and are treated as such. 
FIGHTING THE BACKLASH

Now the #MeToo movement is facing a ruthless 
and rising backlash. Attacks come from individual 
men; from the alt-Right; from some in the Left who 
also shamefully trash the Women’s Marches; from 
those in President Donald Trump’s administration 
like Betsy DeVos, Trump’s pick for U.S. Secretary of 
Education, who is deliberately destroying the safe-
guards against rape and harassment that women on 
college campuses fought decades for; from others in 
President Trump’s administration; and especially 
from Trump himself, who has made no secret of his 
hostility to women who dare to fight back against 
rape and sexual harassment and abuse. 

It is clear that the struggle is far from over. 
That is something we expect to see March 8 
on  International Women’s Day only a few days 
after we go to press, when women will, no 
doubt, make that day a time to increase their 
demands and the movement.

When something so profound as the Women’s 
March and the #MeToo movement emerges from be-
low, from the movement from practice, it is incum-
bent on those whose vision is to create a new hu-
man world to actually hear—and make explicit—the 
theory, the Reason implicit in that mass outpouring. 
What is clear is that the demands women are mak-
ing are for a very different world than the one we 
now inhabit. It is one where human beings are val-
ued as human beings and that is a world it will take 
a revolution in permanence to create.

#MeToo, Women’s Marches reveal the ‘resistance’ 
continued from p. 1

It thus came as no surprise to find that the 
National People’s Congress is expected to abolish 
the ten-year two-term limit and permit Xi to rule 
in perpetuity. He was able to clear away constitu-
tional obstacles to maintaining power more quickly 
than another petty functionary who rose to the top, 
Russia’s President Vladimir Putin, who for a while 
had to rule Russia through straw man Prime Minis-
ter Dmitry Medvedev.
CHINA AS THE WORLD’S CREDITOR

Outside of China, Xi is armed with the capital 
extracted from Chinese workers during 25 years of 
primitive accumulation of capital, plus the excess in-
dustrial capacity that the Great Recession created. 
From the world’s sweatshop China has become the 
world’s creditor, wielding the capital to expand BRI, 
financing highways, railroads, port facilities and 
airports across Asia and beyond. 

While Trump’s “America First” U.S. only 
offers cents on the dollar to the states for their 
highway and bridge projects, China is nearly 
the only source of capital for neighboring na-
tions. They have eagerly signed on, even for 
projects that China related to old territorial 
claims of the Chinese Empire or trade routes 
leading back to it, laying bare Xi’s expecta-
tions for what he calls a “community of shared 
future.” 

But China’s largesse is less like the post-war 
Marshall Plan for rebuilding Europe under U.S. di-
rection and more like the World Bank’s, whose loans 
trap Third World countries in thrall under moun-
tains of debt and demand race-to-the-bottom gutting 
of wages and working conditions in exchange. 

In the Maldives, an island chain in the 
Indian Ocean, airport, road and bridge proj-
ects built by China are expected to raise the 
nation’s external debt to more than half its 
annual Gross Domestic Product in just three 
years. China has already taken over 16 islands 
in lieu of the Maldives’ defaulting on debt. A 
state-owned Chinese company got a 40-year 
lease on the port of Gwadar in Pakistan for the 
same reason, and Sri Lanka granted China a 
99-year lease on the port of Hambantota, again 
to avoid debt default.

Only practiced ideologues could tell us how that 
lease differs from the 99-year lease that the British 
extorted for mainland Hong Kong from the weak-
ened Chinese Empire. The expiring lease led to the 
UK returning Hong Kong to China’s control in 1997, 
but under the One Country Two Systems policy, that 
left Hong Kong with some degree of autonomy until 
2047. In the last year, Xi’s consolidation of power has 
led to a steeper undermining of that special status. 
Activists in the 2014 Occupy Central movement, al-
ready punished, have faced even harsher jail time. 
Established opposition political parties have been 
ruled off the ballot.
THE THREAT OF XI JINPING’S ‘THOUGHT’

Foreign adventures, including island building 
in the South China Sea to assert China’s claims over 
its neighbors, are aimed at domestic control. Mao 
Zedong admitted in the 1956 Constitution that Chi-
na was state-capitalist. That has remained true in 
the succeeding 60 years, even as contorted “Marxist” 
rhetoric has changed. 

The official line is that China is “currently in 
the primary stage of socialism” and would remain 
there for over a century, promising only a “moder-
ate” raising of living standards. “Xi Jinping Thought 
on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New 
Era” in practice is not a promise but a threat to Chi-
na’s workers, who had reason to strike thousands of 
times since Xi took command. The other side of keep-
ing workers down at home is acting aggressively on 
the world stage.

E D I T O R I A L

continued from p. 1

China: Xi Jinping’s 
global power grab 

Women of action marching in Washington, D.C., at the Women’s March on Jan. 
20, 2018.

jflickr.com/photos/vpickering/
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by Tim Finnigan
In February, House Republicans and 12 Demo-

crats voted to gut the Americans with Disabilities 
Act. The bill, HR 620, was opposed by disability 
rights activists, the ACLU, NAACP, and Paralyzed 
Veterans of America. Businesses will only have to 
make themselves accessible if a violation is present-
ed in writing; and then they have 60 days to respond. 
If it responds, the business will have 120 more days 
to show that it is “making progress.” Disability ac-
tivist Mike Ervin said, “HR 620 should be called the 
Spin Cripples Around in Circles Until They’re Too 
Dizzy to Sue Act.” It now goes to the Senate.

*   *   *
When Springfield College, in Massachusetts, 

renovated its baseball field in 2017, it incorporated 
an “ability field” designed for students with special 
needs. It is specially built to accommodate walking 
canes and wheelchairs. The field will be used by 
Springfield students, the Special Olympics and the 
Miracle League, a national organization for disabled 
ballplayers. 

   *   *   *
Blind students won a discrimination lawsuit 

against the education company BarBri—a leading 
provider of bar exam preparation courses. The court 
ruled that BarBri failed to provide fair and equal ac-
cess to its online test prep platform, in spite of re-
peated requests. BarBri agreed to update its online 
products in line with web accessibility guidelines. 

(Information from Inside Higher Ed.)

by Franklin Dmitryev
Specters of Revolt: On the Intellect of Insurrec-

tion and Philosophy from Below, by Richard Gilman-
Opalsky. London: Repeater Books, 2016.

After the revolutionary 1960s did not abolish 
capitalism, it was evident to many that dominant 
forms of revolutionism had failed. Richard Gilman-
Opalsky approaches the needed rethinking by vin-

dicating both the neces-
sity and the rationality 
of revolt, and viewing it 
as a kind of “philosophi-
cal activity from below” 
(p. 185). He finds wanting 
not only the vulgar concep-
tion of revolt as mindless 
violence, but sophisticated 
approaches to revolt as 
an object of analysis. He 
insists that the activity is 
itself a creative intellec-
tual analysis carried out 
by subjects of revolt. The 
movement from below is a 

kind of theory, without which we will get nowhere.
‘THE LOGIC AND CONTENT OF REVOLT’

Specters sketches the general “logic and content 
of revolt” in ten points (pp. 245-47), cautioning that 
the conceptual sketch cannot replace “contextual ac-
counts of specific instances of revolt.” The points in-
clude that revolt is “a rupture with everyday life and 
its ideological defenses,” its politics and channels of 
reform, and “enacts the direct experience of autono-
my and spontaneity,” thinking and acting “against 
the separation of theory from praxis.”

Calling for a “graveyard for orthodoxies” 
(pp. 192-93), Gilman-Opalsky stresses the need 
to be less ideological and more philosophi-
cal—less tied to preconceived ideas and more 
open to rigorous rethinking based on actually 
listening to revolt from below. 

Searching for intellectual allies, Gilman-Opal-
sky interrogates numerous unorthodox radical writ-
ers. One such ally is Raya Dunayevskaya, founder 
of Marxist-Humanism. Central to Dunayevskaya’s 
thought is a penetrating insight into the nature of 
the age we live in, which she saw as characterized 
by a new stage of production, automation, and a new 
stage of cognition. In this new stage, the praxis of 
masses in motion for freedom is a movement from 
practice that is itself a form of theory, and needs to 
be met with a movement from theory that is a form 
of philosophy and revolution. To her, this insight was 
essential for concretizing Karl Marx’s philosophy of 
revolution for our age.

Gilman-Opalsky describes this concept as “a 
profound understanding of the intellect of revolt. 
[Dunayevskaya] focused on the philosophical content 
of what she called ‘spontaneous mass action,’ which 
she argued emerges as a dialectical force within and 
against the capitalist lifeworld....Within this milieu 
[of theoreticians of spontaneity], only Dunayevskaya 
regularly insisted upon seeing revolt as a philosophi-
cal event....Dunayevskaya articulates a distinct po-
sition that connects mass rebellion to ‘philosophic 
cognition’” (pp. 237-38, 241).
THE THEORETICIAN’S RESPONSIBILITY

Let us tarry, however, at what is omitted. To Du-
nayevskaya, just as vital as recognizing revolt as the-
ory was keeping that “intellect of revolt” unseparat-
ed from the self-determination of the Idea in thought 
as well as activity. Put differently, listening to the 
movement from practice and grasping it as theory 
is not the end of a theoretician’s responsibility. Re-
structuring Capital after the U.S. Civil War and the 
struggle for the eight-hour day, Marx profoundly rec-
reated the dialectic that had spontaneously emerged 
from the self-developing subject. In so doing he cre-
ated a new concept of theory, but he never thought 
that theory could be left up to spontaneity alone.

With many pages dedicated to exploring 
numerous theoreticians from Michel Foucault 
to Guy Debord, clearly Specters does not dis-
miss philosophy in books. But it suggests that 
philosophy from revolt greatly overshadows 
that in books (p. 253), so that “we do not teach 
social movements” but at best learn from them 
(pp. 195, 202). What, then, is the role of the revo-
lutionary intellectual, of this book’s audience, 
of philosophy? The author is surely correct in 
calling for less ideology and more philosophy; 
does not philosophy, when it is the philosophy 
of revolution, cry out to be recognized as itself 
a force of revolution? 

Gilman-Opalsky does deal a powerful blow 
against parties and writers who disregard the in-
tellect of revolt; at the same time, some influential 
tendencies exalt spontaneity/practice and dismiss 
philosophy. Dunayevskaya put forward what is still 
crucial: the indispensability of philosophy, not party, 
and not only spontaneity, if humanity is to surmount 
the vicissitudes of revolution and counter-revolution, 
including counter-revolution coming from within the 
revolution, and find its way to the creation of a new 

Review: Specters of Revolt
human society.

The appropriation of only one side of Dunayevs-
kaya’s concept of a new relationship between theory 
and practice is seen too in the truncation of the dia-
lectic of negativity. Gilman-Opalsky restates the ad-
vocacy in his book Precarious Communism of a “com-
munism that self-consciously lacks confidence about 
some particular, alternative future” (pp. 202-03). 

Precarious communism is defined by first ne-
gation, its “total critique of capital,” and a radical 
uncertainty, even lack of confidence, about the nega-
tion of the negation, that is, what kind of new society 
is to replace this one. The reader infers that working 
out the second negation is left to spontaneous revolt 
alone. Yet what is primarily singled out from actual 
revolts is the “refusal,” or first negation, of the exist-
ing order (pp. 57, 162-63). 
NO BLUEPRINT FOR REVOLUTION

It is true that rejecting blueprints or plans to 
be imposed on the movement is indispensable in our 
age of state-capitalism with its pervasive admin-
istrative mentality. Giving room for spontaneous 
revolts to self-develop and work out new goals and 
pathways is necessary to prevent revolutions from 
being transformed into opposite or stopped short. 

Dunayevskaya’s development of absolute nega-
tivity as new beginning can help us not get stuck 
at first negation. Her concept of second negation 
involves a vision that is not static, nor merely an 
“end-state,” but develops in response to the move-
ment from practice; that is not a blueprint and yet 
has enough content to act as a polarizing force. 

It is not only ideologies with preconceived 
“alternatives to capitalism” that retard self-
development of revolutionary forces. So does 
the lack of a unifying philosophy that can act 
as a polarizing force giving the movement di-
rection, while still being open to the dialectic 
of thought and revolution that emerges from 
below. This is the lesson of the 1960s delusion 
that theory can be “picked up en route,” which 
allowed movements to be derailed from within.

Gilman-Opalsky recognizes “the revolutionary 
pessimism of postmodernity” (p. 164), but still hopes 
its cultural turn can help lead to revolution. He is 
optimistic enough to try to rescue Julia Kristeva from 
her own postmodernist permanent defeatism, sum-
marizing her view that “the French and Russian Rev-
olutions…started to defend themselves rather than 
to continually question themselves, and in this way, 
the revolutions came to betray revolt itself” (p. 226).

Missing from this portrayal of these revolutions 
as monolithic is the emergence of counter-revolution 
from within the revolutions—the dialectical abso-
lute that embodies this age’s central problem, a to-
tal contradiction that calls for a total philosophy to 
overcome it. This absolute problem calls into ques-
tion precarious communism’s overemphasis on “pro-
cess not end-states” (p. 102), as if “eschatology” (p. 
190) inevitably results from a robust vision of a new 
society such as Marx sketched in his Critique of the 
Gotha Program, which would transcend the division 
between mental and manual labor and transform la-
bor from a mere means of life to its first necessity.

Nevertheless, Specters of Revolt remains a se-
rious work by that rare intellectual who listens to 
revolt and recognizes the voice of theory in it. 

Protesters in Honduras consider the Nov. 26, 
2017, reelection of President Juan Hernandez to be 
fraudulent. In the capital, Tegucigalpa, people lay 
down day after day to block the streets in front of the 
Supreme Electoral Tribunal (TSE). Others in cities 
and rural provinces desperately set up roadblocks of 
rocks or burning garbage, once bottling up the main 
highway between Tegucigalpa and the country’s sec-
ond major city San Pedro Sula on Jan 20. 

A week before Hernandez’ inauguration to an un-
constitutional second term, police killed a man when 
they opened fire to clear the roadblock. Over the course 
of three months, dozens of protesters have been killed 
in the streets or followed home by civilian vigilantes.

The Honduran organization Committee 
of Families of the Disappeared started in 1982 
when Honduras was ruled by a military junta. 
They say upward of 1,500 people were detained 
in jails on charges related to political activity. 

The same judges appointed by Hernandez as 
head of the Honduran Congress—who decided that 
he could run for a second term in violation of the 
constitutional—are in charge of signing warrants for 
night raids on presumed protest leaders and presid-
ing over bond hearings of people detained. 

At least 22 activists remain in jail as of Feb. 20, 
including Edwin Espinal. The government has so re-
lentlessly persecuted him that the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights granted protective 
measures in 2010 and 2013.
HERNANDEZ—A SHILL FOR CAPITALISTS

Hernandez and his National Party have used 
their political might to raid public pension funds and 
ram through unpopular concessions on behalf of ma-
jor agricultural palm oil cultivators, gold mines that 
use an arsenic-based extraction method, and tour-
ism companies that want land set aside for luxury 
self-contained ports of call. 

Their projects have forcefully displaced 
Indigenous people, Afro-Hondurans, and 
small-scale farmers, by either taking away 
land outright or by decimating vital resources 
such as water. Many of these companies are in-
ternational, the majority based in the U.S. and 
Canada, two countries that immediately rec-
ognized Hernandez as the winner.

On the night following the election, the TSE 
broadcast the first 57% of results, which showed 
Hernandez’ opponent Salvador Nasralla leading by 
5%. The Washington-based Center for Economic 
and Policy Research confirmed to News & Letters 
that their own data analysis shows the early count 
was representative of not just votes from a certain 
geographical area, but from all over the country and 
from both rural and urban areas. There was a mys-
terious two-day delay before any more results were 
announced by the TSE. By that time, Hernandez 
was ahead by 1% and was officially announced the 
winner on Nov. 30, prompting widespread disbelief 
and fury.

The Hernandez government’s tenuous hold 
on power a week after this announcement was 
demonstrated when it imposed a 6 PM to 6 AM 
curfew for Honduran citizens. Protests went 
on in spite of it. Amazingly, on the fourth day 
of the curfew, a special forces unit in the Hon-
duran military (the “Cobras”) went on strike. 
Almost immediately the government agreed 
to a settlement where the soldiers stipulated 
they would only return to maintain posts out 
in the street protecting the public, the impli-
cation being they would not be running raids 
and covert operations for the government.

The last time Honduras saw massive protests 
sustained for this many months was when military 
leaders deposed the former president Manuel Ze-
laya in a 2009 coup d’etat, handing political control 
to the National Party, which has held it since. But 
Daniel Esponda, a member of the national teachers’ 
union, thinks the protests happening now are even 
more pronounced. “He is president due to blatant 
electoral fraud which has brought many deaths to 
our country. It means the deepening of an economic 
model which will generate even more inequality, and 
definitely the inequality will lead to more violence.”

—Buddy Bell

Uprising in Honduras

HANDICAPTHIS!

Demonstration on Jan. 27, 2018, in San Francisco in support of 
protestors in Honduras. Sign reads, “The people voted for change. 
Respect the people. JOH [Juan Orlando Hernandez] out.”

Photo: Peg Hunter via Flickr
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Who We Are And What We Stand For
News and Letters Committees is an 

organization of Marxist-Humanists. It has 
always stood for the abolition of capitalism, 
both in its private property form as in the 
U.S., and in its state property form calling 
itself Communist, which appeared as the 
Russian Revolution was transformed into 
its opposite. That retrogression anticipated 
the next stage of development—the age of 
state-capitalism. We stand for a society of 
new human relations, what Marx called a 
new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation—activities 
which signaled a new movement from prac-
tice that was itself a form of theory. News 
& Letters was created so that the voices of 
revolt could be heard unseparated from the 
articulation of a philosophy of liberation.

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist-
Humanism, was Chairwoman of News and 
Letters Committees from its founding to 
1987. Charles Denby (1907–1983), a Black 
rank-and-file autoworker, author of Indig-
nant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal, was edi-
tor of the paper from 1955 to 1983. 

The articulation of the relationship be-
tween the movement from practice which 
is itself a form of theory and the movement 
from theory to philosophy is reflected in 
Dunayevskaya’s three major works.

Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 un-
til Today (1958), established the American 
roots of Marxism while presenting a com-
prehensive attack on present-day Commu-
nism, which is a form of state-capitalism. It 
re-established Marxism in its original form 
as “a thorough-going Naturalism or Human-
ism,” while pointing to the new Humanist 
philosophy expressed by the working class. 
It presented history and theory as emanat-
ing from the movement from practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to 
Sartre and from Marx to Mao (1973), writ-
ten after the failed revolts of the 1960s, ar-
ticulated the integrality of philosophy and 
revolution as the characteristic of the age 
and, tracing it historically, caught the link of 
continuity with the Humanism of Marx. As 
against the vanguard party, the integration of 
dialectics and organization reflects the revo-
lutionary maturity of the age and the passion 
for a philosophy of liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and 
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (1982) ex-

plores Marx’s body of ideas from his discov-
ery of a continent of thought and of revo-
lution in his youth to the “new moments” 
of his last decade. Written for our time of 
revolutions in developing countries, the 
rise of the international women’s liberation 
movement, and global economic crisis, it 
reveals the absolute challenge to make real 
Marx’s “revolution in permanence” as the 
determinant for the relationship of theory 
and practice and as ground for organization.

These works spell out the philosoph-
ic ground of Marx’s Humanism. American 
Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard 
(1963, 1983) concretizes it on the American 
scene and shows the two-way freedom road 
between the U.S. and Africa.

In 1989 News and Letters Commit-
tees published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 
philosophic breakthrough—her two letters 
on Hegel’s Absolutes—and her 1987 Pre-
sentation on the Dialectics of Organization 
and Philosophy in The Philosophic Moment of 
Marxist-Humanism. 

This body of ideas challenges all those 
desiring freedom to transcend the limita-
tions of post-Marx Marxism. In light of the 
crises of our nuclear-armed world, climate 
change, and failed revolutions, it becomes 

imperative not only to reject what is, but 
to further work out the revolutionary Hu-
manist future inherent in the present. The 
recreation of Marx’s philosophy as Marxist-
Humanism is recorded in Dunayevskaya’s 
archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection—
Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its World 
Development, deposited at Wayne State Uni-
versity in Detroit and available to all.

We aim to continue to develop 
Marxist-Humanism and make it available 
to all who struggle for freedom. In oppos-
ing this capitalist, racist, sexist, heterosex-
ist, class-ridden society, we have adopted a 
committee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party “to lead.” 

We participate in all class and freedom 
struggles, nationally and internationally. As 
our Constitution states: 

“It is our aim…to promote the firm-
est unity among workers, Blacks and other 
minorities, women, youth and those intel-
lectuals who have broken with the ruling 
bureaucracy of both capital and labor.” We 
do not separate mass activities from the ac-
tivity of thinking. 

Send for a free copy of the Constitution 
of News and Letters Committees or see it 
on our website: www.newsandletters.org. 
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WORLD   VIEWIN

Elections in Brazil and Costa Rica show that the 
ominous rise of Far Right and authoritarian politics 
across the world continues. Racist and homophobic 
politicians have moved from the fringes to contend 
for state power.

This follows the election of billionaire business-
man Sebastian Pinera to the presidency of Chile in 
December, and the strong showing of right-wing Ar-
gentine President Mauricio Macri’s Congressional 
candidates in October.

Fabricio Alvarado in Costa Rica and Jair Bol-
sonaro in Brazil represent a further step down an 
anti-human path. Bolsonaro in particular identifies 
with the most reactionary statements and policies 
of Donald Trump and Philippine President Rodrigo 
Duterte.
DOGMA VS. HUMAN RIGHTS

Christian fundamentalist Fabricio Alvarado, of 
the right-wing National Restoration Party (NRP), 
was a surprise first round leader in Costa Rica’s Feb-
ruary presidential election with 24.8% of the votes. 
His party went from having only one parliamentary 
representative to holding 14 of 57 seats.

The NRP’s entire campaign was focused on op-
position to legalizing same-sex unions, as recently 
recommended by the Inter-American Court of Hu-
man Rights. Costa Rica’s current government favors 
this idea, and same-sex marriage is recognized in 
Brazil, Mexico, Colombia, Argentina and elsewhere 
in the region.

This year Arctic sea ice levels reached a new re-
cord low for January. The previous record was set in 
2017. Some climate scientists estimate that the Arc-
tic may be ice-free in summer within a few decades. 
This has been dubbed the New Arctic.

Nations are already assuming this will happen, 
as seen by their competition for mineral rights. The 
U.S. Geological Survey estimates that the region 
contains about 13% of the world’s undiscovered oil 
resources and 30% of its undiscovered natural gas 
resources. 

Russia, the U.S., and even a country not border-
ing the Arctic like China (which intends to expand 
its Belt and Road Initiative by opening a “Polar Silk 
Road”) are contending for these resources.

Effects of the Arctic ice meltoff are being 
studied and argued, but to some the impact is 
clear. After about half the ice in the north Ber-
ing Sea disappeared in just two weeks, ham-
pering Indigenous fast ice fishing, Inuit fish-
erman Edmond Apassingok said, “Now it’s just 
all open water, between St. Lawrence Island 
and Siberia. It’s undescribable. It’s crazy. Time 
is broken.”

Sea ice levels in the Antarctic were also lower 
than usual, resulting in a record low for global sea 
ice extent. 

by Gerry Emmett
As this is being written, Russian and Bashar 

al-Assad regime war planes continue to pound the 
working-class communities of East Ghouta, near 
Damascus, which have heroically resisted since the 
beginning of the Syrian Revo-
lution.

In attacks that intensi-
fied in mid-February, the 
Syrian Civil Defense has 
counted over 674 people 
killed—including some of 
their own volunteers, who 
are targeted—and thou-
sands have been injured.

The images of wounded 
and dying civilians, of mur-
dered children, have touched 
the consciences of millions 
around the world. Unrelenting 
attacks on health and rescue 
workers have brought home 
the fascist essence of Assa-
dism, and the Russian and Ira-
nian regimes that prop it up.
HYPOCRISY AND 
IMPERIALISM

The hypocrisy of the UN 
is clear to all, as the Security 
Council passes empty resolutions with no mecha-
nism of enforcement. Or worse, with slippery word-
ing that allows genocide to continue in the name of 
“anti-terrorism.”

The genocidal assault on Ghouta is the most 
egregious example, but a number of imperialist pow-
ers are invading Syria. In the eastern part of the 
country, the U.S., which largely destroyed the city 

Arctic ice meltoff

Reaction rises in Brazil and Costa Rica

Syria and international solidarity
of Raqqa in pursuit of ISIS, continues to kill civil-
ians—albeit in smaller numbers now—in the name 
of anti-terrorism.

The U.S. is allied with the Kurdish Democratic 
Union Party (PYD) against ISIS. There have been re-

cent battles with regime forces; 
in one instance, U.S. air strikes 
wiped out somewhere from a 
few dozen to a hundred Russian 
mercenaries.

At the same time, Turkey, 
in alliance with elements of the 
Free Syrian Army, has invaded 
Afrin in pursuit of the PYD—
also in the name of anti-terror-
ism.

And again, there have been 
civilian casualties. If the city 
of Afrin becomes a battlefield, 
these will only increase. 
FROM THE START

It isn’t only territory 
that is being divided, but the 
essence of the Revolution—
humanity.

The rulers are consciously 
driving wedges between people. 
At the last round of “peace talks,” 
the regime made it known that 
they had brought a genuine ter-

rorist Mihrac Ural. As well as having been a go-be-
tween for PYD ideologue Abdullah Ocalan and Hafez 
al-Assad, Ural was the architect of the 2013 Baniyas 
and Bayda massacres in which hundreds of villagers 
were murdered, including women and children.

Imperialism is the enemy of revolution. Try to 
“use” it and you will be used by it. But there is an-
other lesson from Ghouta. One can text in real time 

with people there. “We are not okay. We are in the 
basement with the children and we hear the bombs 
outside.”

What is our responsibility then? It is to speak, 
to act, to aim to change this history. It is like be-
ing present for the Middle Passage, the Holocaust. 
Simply stated, every idea of human solidarity, every 
faith or philosophy, is being tested. Everything will 
necessarily be changed. This was true at the begin-
ning of the Revolution, in 2011, and it is true now.

What has happened in Syria was destined to 
determine the course of world history. It continues 
to do so.

Alvarado also opposes sex education and 
feminism. In his words, “All the vestiges of gen-
der ideology will be eliminated from public 
policy in Costa Rica.”

Alvarado will face a runoff election against the 
second place finisher, former Labor Minister Carlos 
Alvarado Quesada, who received 21.8%. 
RACISM AND VIOLENT THREATS

If Alvarado is bad, Brazilian legislator and pres-
idential candidate Bolsonaro is worse. In casting his 
vote in the Chamber of Deputies to impeach former 
president Dilma Rousseff, he praised the military 
unit that had tortured her and other prisoners dur-
ing the years of dictatorship.

He has said, “I’d rather have a dead son than 
a gay son.” He told Human Rights Minister Maria 
do Rosario, “I wouldn’t rape you because you don’t 
deserve it.”

Of Afro-Brazilians, the descendants of the 
enslaved, Bolsonaro said, “They don’t do any-
thing. They aren’t even useful for breeding.” 
Of Haitian, African and Syrian immigrants he 
said, “The scum of the world is coming to Bra-
zil.”

Despite these fascist views, he is very popu-
lar among wealthy and white voters. He also has a 
base among the growing number of fundamentalist 
Christians. Bolsonaro was running second only to 
former President Jose Inacio Lula da Silva in polls, 
and has a real chance of being elected.

Libya and Italy chaos
On Feb. 7, many Libyans celebrated the seventh 

anniversary of the revolution that overthrew long-
time dictator Muammar Gaddafi. Others took the 
opportunity to reflect on the missed opportunities 
and violence since 2011, and criticize the factions vy-
ing for power. Both these reactions are justified.

What is not justified is the nostalgia some 
“Leftists” indulge in for Gaddafi’s rule. The 
dictator’s toxic influence has outlived him.

Gaddafi’s billionaire friend Silvio Berlusconi 
has returned as a power broker in the anti-immi-
grant Italian Far Right. Here is what Gaddafi said 
in a joint press conference with Berlusconi in Rome 
in 2009, as he asked for billions of dollars to block 
immigration to the European Union: 

Tomorrow Europe might no longer be European, 
and even black, as there are millions who want to 
come in. We don’t know what will happen, what will 
be the reaction of the white and Christian Europeans 
faced with this influx of starving and ignorant Af-
ricans. We don’t know if Europe will remain an ad-
vanced and united continent or if it will be destroyed, 
as happened with the barbarian invasions.

By no coincidence, this is the very racist rhetoric 
Berlusconi hopes will give his Italian Far Right vic-
tory in the March 4 elections.

Aftermath of an air strike, East Ghouta, Feb. 23., 2018.
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