
Jair Bolsonaro’s ascent to the presidency of 
Brazil signaled a dangerous escalation of fascism’s 
worldwide inroads. No sooner did he take office than 
he raised the specter of genocide with a number of 
decrees attacking Indigenous peoples, women, hu-
man rights and environmental health.

 He transferred responsibility for certify-
ing Indigenous territo-
ries from the National 
Indian Foundation—
tasked with safeguard-

ing the rights of Indigenous communities—to 
the Ministry of Agriculture, the champion of 
industries that want unlimited exploitation of 
resources on reserved lands. Bolsonaro thus 
began to concretize what he had proclaimed 
shortly after being elected: “As far as I am con-
cerned, there is no more demarcation of Indig-
enous land.” 

Dinama Tuxa, a member of Brazil’s Associa-
tion of Indigenous Peoples, responded: “We are very 
afraid because Bolsonaro is attacking Indigenous 
policies, rolling back environmental protections, au-
thorizing the invasion of Indigenous territories and 
endorsing violence against Indigenous peoples.” 
BOLSONARO ATTACKS MOST VULNERABLE

On his first day Bolsonaro ordered the human 
rights ministry to cancel any protection for LGBTQ 
people. Earlier he attacked “gender-based ideol-
ogy,” saying it was a threat to Brazil’s “Christian 
values.” His foreign minister calls for an alliance of 
the “three biggest Christian nations”: Brazil, Putin’s 
Russia and Trump’s USA.

On his second day in office Bolsonaro got rid 
of the Culture Ministry and announced that he 
was eliminating a section of the education ministry 
that promoted human rights and provided access to 

plants in Thailand and Mexico. Meanwhile the 
company will leave in place more profitable 
plants, running 24 hours a days and seven days 
a week, which produce the gas-guzzling SUVs 
and trucks that are in demand since gas pric-
es have fallen. U.S. CO2 emissions, a driver of 

global warm-
ing, were go-
ing down. They 
are again on 
the rise, exac-
erbating an 
already alarm-
ing prognosis 
for the envi-
ronment.

Neither the 
plight of workers 
nor the impend-
ing climate ca-
tastrophe deter-
mine corporate 
decisions made 
under the rules 
of capitalism. It 
does not matter 
if an individu-
al capitalist is 

greedy or not; if surplus value—the amount of value 
created by a worker but not paid out in compensa-
tion—is not extracted vigorously enough, another 
capitalist enterprise will do it. GM cannot help but 
shift production to the gas-guzzler models after the 
disappearance of external conditions that were dis-
incentivizing such a move industry-wide. This is 
why the auto industry opposed Trump’s rollback of 
CAFE as excessive. It was pushed through by the oil 
industry over auto’s objections.
HIDDEN HISTORY OF STRUGGLE

Missing from media coverage of the GM closures 
was the context of labor struggle in the 1960s and 
1970s that led Big Auto to locate new factories liter-
ally in the farm fields.

Lordstown was and still is more than 95% 
white. Its factory was built in a time when 
Black workers were predominant in leading 
strikes for better wages and treatment. Nearly 
every time they struck, they had to circumvent 
the mostly white union leadership in the Unit-
ed Auto Workers (UAW), who would systemati-
cally block the demands of Black workers do-
ing the toughest jobs.

For example, in May 1968, Black workers, who 
were about 60% of the workforce at Dodge Main, or-
ganized with Polish women workers to strike against 
Chrysler’s speed-up—from 49 cars per hour to 68—
with no commensurate raise in pay. Their walkout 
was 4,000 strong, and since Black workers mostly 
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by Robert Taliaferro
The people of the State of Wisconsin had enough 

of career politician Scott Walker and elected a new 
Democratic governor, Tony Evers, a career educator. 
Immediately, the Republican-led legislature went 
into a hyperdrive lame-duck session to limit not only 
Evers’ powers, but that of the newly elected Demo-
cratic attorney general as well. 
CORRECTIONAL SYSTEM MUST CHANGE!

Evers feels it is necessary to address the refor-
mation of the Wisconsin Correctional System—one 
of the most draconian and racially aberrant in the 
country. Nearly four decades ago under then-Gov-
ernor Tommy Thompson and extending through 
the administrations of now former Governor Scott 
Walker, Wisconsin has the distinction of having the 
highest per capita incarceration rate of both Black 
and Native American males in the country.

According to an April 2013 report by the 
Employment and Training Institute of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, “The prison 
population in Wisconsin has more than tripled 
since 1990, fueled by increased government 
funding for drug enforcement...and prison 
construction, three-strike rules, mandatory 
minimum sentencing laws, truth-in-sentencing 
replacing judicial discretion in setting punish-
ment, concentrated policing in minority com-
munities and state [prison] incarceration for 
minor probation and supervision violations.” 

The report noted that over half of Black men in 
continued on p. 8

by Buddy Bell
Workers have never sat quietly while capital 

runs rampant over their rights and others’. Pub-
lic school teachers in Los Angeles are the latest to 
strike. (See “Unity in Los Angeles teachers’ strike, 
p. 3.) Fifteen L.A. 
United School Dis-
trict Teachers of the 
Year wrote a letter to 
the media, saying the 
school district’s claim 
of financial crisis 
poses a problem “that 
the state has money 
to solve, yet we can-
not get the district to 
agree to remove con-
tract language which 
allows them to uni-
laterally exceed class 
size maximums.” 

The district has 
packed as many as 49 
students in a single 
classroom, but it only 
receives full state 
funding for the first 
33 students.
U.S. FACTORIES CONTINUE TO CLOSE

 Last November, General Motors (GM) an-
nounced the closing of five North American plants, 
including the 23.5 miles of conveyor dedicated to 
the Chevy Cruze in Lordstown, Ohio. In nearby 
Youngstown in July 2017, Donald Trump had told 
supporters at a rally not to sell their homes in the 
downward spiral housing market. “We’re going to fill 
those factories back up!” he exclaimed. Now, about 
14,000 auto jobs will disappear.

Part of the reason these particular plants stayed 
open was to raise the average fuel economy of GM’s 
fleet so that the company would meet Corporate Av-
erage Fuel Economy (CAFE) emissions standards. 
In 2007, President George W. Bush signed the En-
ergy Independence and Security Act, setting a goal 
for the national fuel economy standard of 35 miles 
per gallon (mpg) by 2020. 
TAKING THE REINS OFF BIG OIL

In 2012, the EPA under Obama set an adminis-
trative goal of 54.5 mpg by 2025. It is this rule that 
Trump retracted last August, reducing the 2025 goal 
to about 37 mpg. Furthermore, his appointee to lead 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion, Heidi King, refused to make inflation-tagged 
increases to noncompliance penalties, in violation of 
federal law, until she was finally forced to do so by an 
injunction granted last June.

GM is expected to move its production 
lines for smaller vehicles like the Cruze to 

Trump aids capitalism’s attack 
on labor; workers strike back

Wisconsin on trial
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Hundreds of thousands of Los Angeles, Calif., teachers strike and march in a steady 
rain on Jan. 14, 2019. These teachers are from the Sunset Gauntlet school district.

by Franklin Dmitryev
After living through a year of climate disasters 

and redoubled scientific alarms, more and more peo-
ple, especially young people dreading a nightmare 
future, understand the urgent need for radical ac-
tion. The deadly Camp Fire that destroyed Paradise, 
Calif., and killed 86 people dramatically illustrated 
the new year-round California wildfire season. Hur-
ricane Michael not only caused flooding in Central 
America and devastated part of Florida, it high-
lighted how Puerto Rico and Texas are far from full 
recovery from the previous year’s hurricanes.

What is clearer than ever is the urgent need 
both to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions and 
to adapt to climate change in a human way 
that is not oriented toward sacrificing many 
people’s well-being in favor of the rich and 
powerful. These demands are reflected in the 
fact that the green new deal project can now 
get a hearing in Congress. 

The phrase “green new deal” has become a lit-
mus test for “progressive” politicians. It centers on 
creating a “detailed national, industrial, economic 

mobilization plan” combined with forceful state in-
tervention into the economy to drive a transition 
from fossil fuels to renewable energy. At the same 
time it is marketed as a jobs program, including ex-
tensive infrastructure redevelopment, job training 
and maybe even a “job guarantee program.” It also 
became a convenient umbrella to enfold long-sought 
reforms like universal healthcare and guaranteed 
basic income.
CAN GREEN NEW DEAL SURVIVE POLITICS?

That sounds a lot better than our current land-
scape of precarious jobs, unaffordable healthcare, 
rising fascism and looming climate chaos. But be-
ware programs that co-opt movements into the state 
bureaucracy. What will be left of this “new deal” by 
the time the political process gets through with it? 
And how much transformative energy from below 
will have been diverted into bandaids, while allow-
ing the social system at its root, capitalism, another 
extension at the very time it is turning increasingly 
to fascism to continue its deathly grip on society?

New York Times columnist Thomas Fried-
man, a habitual booster of neoliberal globalization, 

The Green not-so-great New Deal
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 by Terry Moon
By the time we go to press the Wom-

en’s March in Washington, D.C., and in 
many other cities across the U.S. will have 
occurred. If it is as large, diverse and his-
tory-making as the first one was on Jan. 
21, 2017—after “grab-them-by-the-pussy” 
Donald Trump was “elected” president by 
losing the popular vote by over 2.87 mil-
lion—it will be in spite of the leadership of 
the Women’s March. 
MARCHES EXPRESSED A NEW HUMANISM

It was not the hastily thrown together leadership 
that brought out the masses in 2017. What created 
these outpourings was, as we wrote then, a human-
ism: “It meant something that the women’s marches 
caught fire. It wasn’t explicit that it was a humanism 
that brought people out, but it was implicit in all the 
signs calling out Trump for hate, in the insistence 
that we were there because we welcome immigrants 
and refugees, that we know in our bones that Black 
Lives Matter and police killings must stop and that 
we want justice for LGBTQ people, people with dis-
abilities, and others”1 and that we are for the right of 
women to control our own bodies.

But if those marches are small this year—and 
1  “Democracy in the streets votes Trump out! In Chicago,” 

by Terry Moon, News & Letters, Jan.-Feb. 2017.

WOMAN 
REASON

AS

WOMENWORLDWIDE
by Artemis

On New Year’s Day, 5.5 million women and male 
allies formed a “wall” lining a road for 400 miles—
the length of India’s Kerala state. While the Com-
munist government called the demonstration, it 
included organizations of Muslim women, Catholic 
nuns, marginal caste women, and atheists. In the 
face of violent protests, they chanted, “We uphold re-
naissance values! We stand for equality for women! 
We fight for secularism!” India’s Supreme Court had 
recently overturned a ban on women between the 
ages of 10 and 50 entering Kerala’s Sabarimala hill 
shrine. Claiming their celibate god was offended, 
Hindu nationalist protesters from the right-wing 
BJP party continually surrounded the temple. On 
the day of the march, two women escorted by police 
were finally able to enter.

*   *   *
 Zimbabwe’s first all-woman anti-poaching 

squad, Akashinga (The Brave Ones), has earned a 
reputation as sharpshooters, bringing in 80 armed 
poachers last year. Women from abusive and poverty-
stricken backgrounds were recruited by Australian 
Special Operations veteran Damien Mander who 
found to his surprise in Iraq, female soldiers outper-
formed men. He stated, “Women, given the opportu-
nity, will change the face of conservation forever. We 
have underestimated one of the most powerful forces 
in nature.” The women have also earned the respect 
of their communities, into which they reinvest much 
of their salaries.

*   *   *
Nov. 25, the International Day for the Elimina-

tion of Violence Against Women, saw the opening of 
Jinwar, or “Free Women’s Land,” an ecological, com-
munal, multicultural village built and occupied by 
women and their children in the war zone of Syrian 
Kurdistan. Its founders state it is a continuation of 
the “women’s revolution” in which women became 
soldiers to fight the Islamic State and that its aim 
is to fight patriarchy and capitalism. They were in-
spired by similar all-women villages like Umoja in 
Kenya. One resident said, “Until women educate and 
empower themselves there won’t be freedom.”

*   *   *
In December, Rosalyn Terborg-Penn, a professor 

of history at Morgan State University in Baltimore, 
died at the age of 77. One of her seven books, Af-
rican American Women in the Struggle for the Vote, 
1850-1920 (1998), provided the omitted history of 
120 Black women in the suffrage movement such 
as Mary Church Terrell and Sarah Parker Remond. 
She was a founder of the field of African-American 
women’s history and first director of the Associa-
tion of Black Women Historians. She said she had 
to struggle with “the ivory tower doorkeepers who 
often overlook or dismiss the works of Black women 
historians, especially those of us who teach at his-
torically Black universities or colleges. Nonetheless, 
we have made a way when there was no way.”

‘Lesbian Revolution’
Review: The Lesbian Revolution: Lesbian Femi-

nism in the UK 1970–1990, by Sheila Jeffreys (Rout-
ledge, 2018).

This is the first book documenting the history 
of British lesbian feminism. Sheila Jeffreys used her 
own experiences and interviewed important femi-
nists involved in the movement as well as exploring 
newsletters, books, and conference papers from the 
period. In the few books on the history of the Wom-
en’s Liberation Movement (WLM), when lesbians 
are mentioned, they are lumped under the struggles 
for LGBT rights. In reality, lesbians were central to 
the WLM, creating a community and a culture, not 
only for themselves, but for all women. The WLM 
depended upon institutions created by lesbians such 
as bookstores, festivals, conventions, and centers for 
survivors of rape and abuse. 
FEMINIST THOUGHT EXPLODES 

Lesbian femi-
nism emerged 
from the mostly 
male-oriented 
groups like the 
Gay Liberation 
Front when les-
bians discovered 
heterosexually-
oriented radi-
cal and socialist 
feminisms. Jef-
freys describes 
an exciting era of 
women attending 
feminist meetings 
to plan demon-
strations, practice 
“consciousness 
raising” and dis-
cuss the kind of society they wanted to create. Het-
erosexual feminists unexpectedly fell in love with 
each other’s intellect and personalities and believed 
they had “chosen” their lesbianism.

Jeffreys explains this explosion of femi-
nist thought and activism could not have hap-
pened without lesbian separatism. This misun-
derstood concept has several definitions, one 
being that activists focus on women’s commu-
nities, businesses, and political issues. While 
women support other oppressed people, only 
women would support women in large num-
bers. Also, heterosexual women and lesbians 
alike understood gatherings and conferences 
needed to be women-only for women to speak 
their minds without being interrupted or in-
hibited by what men think.

Jeffreys claims that Lesbians became the main 
writers of radical feminist theory since they could 
analyze male behavior without the defensiveness of 
heterosexual women. She gives a contemporary ex-
ample of this defensiveness as the social media ac-
ronym NAMALT (Not All Men Are Like This). She 
points out that men invented the philosophies pro-
moted in popular culture, religion, and psychology 
that define women as the submissive, supportive, 
“feminine” half of “mankind.” This normalization of 
dominance and submission affects all of society. 
WOMEN DEFINE OURSELVES

In Jeffreys’ view, Lesbians led the way in women 
defining themselves as complete human female in-
dividuals relating to others as equals. They created 
Lesbian Ethics, which thrived in university philoso-
phy departments before being erased by corporati-
zation and male-dominated postmodern, queer, and 
gender studies.

Jeffreys cites several other issues that caused 
the collapse of lesbian and radical feminism. While 
previously radical feminists had understood they 
would disagree and argue while analyzing reality, 
some heterosexual feminists began to take offense. 
Instead of developing their own analysis, some took 
the libertarian view that their personal choices 
should be off limits for political critique. The same 
was true of “lesbian” sadomasochists, who wore 
fetish gear and swastikas while deliberately break-
ing up lesbian meeting spaces and marches. Some 
lesbians returned to butch/femme roleplaying eroti-
cizing dominance and submission in spite of the 
earlier revelation that relationships and sexuality 
could be based on equality. She also discusses how 
the fight against oppressions such as racism, clas-
sism, and ableism transformed into identity politics, 
which women used to attack each other.

With today’s renewed interest in radical femi-
nism and lesbian identity, this book is vital in show-
ing how women can come together to create world-
changing political theory. It shows that attempts to 
derail the movement, even from within, should be ex-
pected. Jeffreys raises controversial issues feminists 
are still wrestling with. Hopefully, today’s concept of 
“radical feminism as an analysis not an identity” will 
make the conversation easier. Most importantly, this 
book shows the necessity of philosophy and theory 
and the importance of discussing what they mean.

 —Adele

Anti-Semitism mars Women’s March
a few local March leaders unaffiliated with the na-
tional Women’s March, Inc. (WMI), have already de-

cided not to march, including in Chicago 
and New Orleans, whereas New York will 
have two marches, one sponsored by WMI 
and another by those critical of WMI over 
anti-Semitism, and the National Organi-
zation for Women is withholding funding 
from WMI—we will be able to blame the 
leaders of the WMI, some of whom have 
indulged in defending the anti-Semite, 

sexist, homophobic, counter-revolutionary Black na-
tionalist Louis Farrakhan and have refused to step 
down amid the calls pleading with them to do that.
SOPHISTRY, LIES AND EXCUSES

Why haven’t three women who are supporters 
of Farrakhan—Tamika Mallory, Carmen Perez, and 
Linda Sarsour—stepped down from leadership, or 
severed ties with someone who spews hate whenever 
he speaks publicly? 

Their excuse is voiced this way: “We at-
tack the forces of evil, not the people doing 
evil. We understand our failure to clearly ar-
ticulate this difference early—fighting anti-
semitism (sic) vs. denouncing Farrakhan…”2 
In an incredibly sophistic article in Rewire, 
Shaul Magid used the same logic—a “logic,” 
it seems, that only applies to those who spew 
anti-Semitism: “It would be nice for Mallory to 
have repudiated Farrakhan more fully but the 
fact that she and Sarsour unequivocally repu-
diated his antisemitism (sic) yet acknowledged 
the good he has done does not make them anti-
semites by association.” 

By this logic, Trump has never been repudiated 
by WMI leaders. Oh no, they only fight his racism, 
sexism, homophobia, hatred of immigrants, etc. But, 
really, hasn’t he helped some people, just as Farra-
khan has? How about that wonderful Harvey Wein-
stein? Sure, he raped, abused, and ruined women’s 
careers and their lives but just look at the wonderful 
non-sexist movies he made; and gee, some of those 
women he abused, didn’t he also help them too? Let’s 
be sure not to condemn the man, just his sexism. 
This is sophistry, it is lies, and it is an excuse not to 
have principles, not to fight hatred, sexism, racism, 
anti-Semitism, when fighting it makes you uncom-
fortable. The “forces of evil” that the WMI claim they 
“attack” are carried out by human beings committed 
to spreading this “evil.” They too must be named for 
what they are and the evil they do.
A CRITIQUE FROM WITHIN 

In 1992 the African-American public intellec-
tual Henry Louis Gates, Jr., did name names in ar-
guing against a rising anti-Semitism among young 
Black intellectuals.3 He names Farrakhan and his 
Nation of Islam as those who published “the bible of 
the new anti-Semitism…The Secret Relationship be-
tween Blacks and Jews…The purpose of The Secret 
Relationship, [Farrakhan] said, was to ‘rearrange 
a relationship’ that ‘has been detrimental to us.’” 
Gates explains, “by ‘rearrange,’ he means to convert 
a relationship of friendship, alliance and uplift into 
one of enmity, distrust and hatred.” 

In answering the question, Why?, Gates 
writes: “The strategy of these apostles of hate, 
I believe, is best understood as ethnic isolation-
ism—they know that the more isolated black 
America becomes, the greater their power…. 
[T]o continue to maintain a comradely silence 
may be, in effect, to capitulate to the isolation-
ist agenda, to betray our charge and trust.”

Some of the leaders have done just that, be-
trayed their charge and trust. They need to either 
step down or take the harder road and condemn any 
and all barriers to freedom and new human rela-
tionships, not in the abstract, but in the nitty-gritty 
naming of names and condemning those who carry 
out evil as well as the evil itself. Only in that way can 
they support, instead of impeding, the humanism 
that poured out so massively in the past two years’ 
women’s marches. 

2  “Is the Women’s March Melting Down?” by Leah Mc-
Sweeney and Jacob Siegel, Tablet Magazine, Dec. 9, 
2018.

3  “Black Demagogues and Pseudo-Scholars,” by Henry 
Louis Gates, Jr., The New York Times, July 19, 1992.
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higher education for Black Brazilians and other his-
torically disadvantaged groups in order, he said: “to 
tackle the Marxist garbage in our schools head-on.” 

Such attacks will no doubt continue. He has al-
ready vowed to crush the Workers’ Party. He speaks 
of eliminating the “communists,” whoever they may 
be. 
BOLSONARO: CAPITAL’S BEST FRIEND

High on Bolsonaro’s list of targets is the MST 
(Landless Workers’ Movement)—the largest social 
movement in Brazil—who for decades have orga-
nized peasants to fight for land, including carrying 
out land seizures. He has spoken of them as “scoun-
drels.” His secretary of land affairs—Luiz Antonio 
Nabhan Garcia, president of the Democratic Associ-
ation of Ruralists, a group of right-wing farmers and 
activists opposed to land reform—said that he would 
not “negotiate” with landless peasant movements.

Violence against different social move-
ments is certain to increase with more Brazil-
ians buying arms. Brazil is already the world’s 
deadliest country in sheer numbers for Indig-
enous, land, and environmental activists.

Another act of Bolsonaro moved the Brazilian 
Forestry Service, which promotes the sustainable 
use of forests, out of the Environment Ministry to be 
under the control of the Agriculture Ministry, which 
will become the management unit for public forests. 
All this further threatens the Amazon.
ENDANGERING THE RAINFOREST 

The world’s largest rainforest, having sustained 
devastating destruction for decades under neo-
liberal governments—with some respite, but not 
enough, during the “progressive” Workers Party 
governments—primarily through illegal logging and 
conversion to farmland, will now be subject to even 
more intense government-sponsored attack.

Bolsonaro’s brutal offensive in rural areas and 
against nature, is intensified by his worship of and 
willingness to unleash Brazil’s armed forces in the 
cities to act with impunity against crime and crimi-
nals, or against those he designates as “criminals.” 

Parts of Brazil are certainly dangerous 
places with too much crime, gangs and drugs, 
often with police complicity. But militariza-
tion and more militarization will only make 
things worse. What will it mean for the poor 
and Black youth in Rio’s favelas? 

Bolsonaro’s long history of association with and 
admiration for the military—including his fondness 
for the two-decades-long military dictatorship, 1964-
1985—will mean a Brazil under the bootheel of Bol-
sonaro’s fascism, and a strengthening of capitalism’s 
global turn toward fascism.

E D I T O R I A L
continued from p. 1

Unity in Los Angeles teachers’ strike
Los Angeles—On Jan. 14, teachers of United 

Teachers Los Angeles (UTLA) went on strike for a 
new contract with the L.A. Unified School District 
(LAUSD), the second largest school district in the 
country. Ninety-eight percent of the teachers ap-
proved the strike, the first since 1989. Teachers with 
support of communities, parents and labor allies 
have begun to picket schools.

In January the LAUSD had offered a measly 
6.5% pay raise and only $75 million for smaller class 
sizes, far short of what their reserve of $1.8 billion 
could provide. Teachers object to current class siz-
es in excess of 45 students. Superintendent Austin 
Beutner, with no educational experience, is a Wall 
Street advocate for charter schools, where one-fifth 
of the 800,000 LAUSD students go.
MASSIVE DECEMBER 15 RALLY

Last Dec. 15 over 50,000 teachers, parents, stu-
dents, labor unions and non-teaching school employ-
ees gathered at the Los Angeles City Hall in support 
of a new public education contract. Teachers gath-
ered to march for fair wages, smaller class sizes—
which means hiring more teachers—special educa-
tion, nurses, counselors, librarians, social workers, 
and less testing. In support were members of Black 
Lives Matter, the PTA, the Community College As-
sociation and unions like the UAW, SEIU and Unite-
Here.

As UTLA’s president Alex Caputo-Pearl, a pub-
lic school teacher for 22 years, stated: “The stand-
off between UTLA and LAUSD is the struggle for 
the future of public education.” A speaker from the 
American Federation of Teachers stated, “This is 
just like West Virginia, Oklahoma, Arizona and last 
week’s charter school strike in Chicago.”

One banner read: “California is the fifth 
largest economy, but 43rd in per student 
spending and first in prison spending.” Signs 
read: A large war budget leaves every child 
behind”; “Teachers, we work for the students” 
and “Estamos con los maestros de Los Angeles.”

Protesters in red T-shirts marched on Broadway 
and through the financial district chanting: “When 
teachers and students are under attack, what do we 

do?, Stand up, fight back!” When they reached the 
Eli Broad Museum, they chanted:”What do we want? 
a contract! When do we want it? Now!”
PUSHING KIDS INTO CHARTER SCHOOLS

A leaked memo from the L.A.-based Eli and 
Edythe Broad Foundation laid out a plan for charter 
schools to drive out pubic education, aiming to cre-
ate 260 new charter schools in L.A. Since 2008 there 
has been a 300% increase in charter schools in L.A., 
draining almost $600 million from the public schools 
every year. A UTLA flyer stated: “The Eli Broad 
memo revealed the strategy to push 50% of LAUSD 
students into corporate charter schools.” 

Maria Antonio, a parent/student organizer, stat-
ed in Spanish: “Parents, students, educators togeth-
er. I’m representing thousands of parents. We fight 
for a school nurse every single day. Presently, there 
is one nurse for every 1,224 students. I’m proud to be 
working with educators.”

Arlene, a public school teacher and chair 
of UTLA’s bargaining committee, stated: “Eli 
Broad is anti-union, anti-teacher. Invest in 
public schools now. No criminalization of stu-
dents. Teacher power to make decisions. We 
need living wages.”

A Black woman student from Dorsey High 
School stated: “Austin Beutner has done nothing 
for students. He shut down schools in Black and 
Brown communities. We sat down with Beutner and 
he runs away from our suggestions. Black, White, 
Brown and Asian students work together.” Then the 
crowd chanted, “Black, White, Black, White!”

A California labor union speaker said: “There 
are two million State of California workers. When 
we stand together, we win. When we work together, 
we win. When we fight, we win.” —Basho 

Chicago—Last year’s wave of teacher strikes 
spread to the first charter school strike in the na-
tion. Teachers struck Acero charter schools on Dec. 
4-9, and forced Acero/UNO into a settlement by the 
weekend. They were demanding more than wages—
the teachers are members of a special division of the 
Chicago Teachers Union, but their pay falls far short 
of public school teachers.

Sarah spoke for many when she said they walked 
out to get dollars into the classrooms. The CEO of 
Acero/UNO, Rich Rodriguez, makes as much as the 
superintendent of Chicago Public Schools with its 
hundreds of schools, while it is teachers that pay for 
classroom supplies. Sarah, a dance teacher, bought 
all 50 pairs of tap shoes her students were using. A 
special education teacher, Jody, bought everything 
her students needed. Teachers were adamant that 
the paraprofessionals and aides in the school get fair 
wages as well.
VOICES FROM PICKET LINES

An elementary schoolteacher at Cruz K-12 
School said: “We are on strike for two primary rea-
sons, fair pay and smaller class sizes. We are paid 
less than the average Chicago schoolteacher, espe-
cially considering the hours we work. Our capacity 
of 32 kids is too many kids to handle. The more stu-
dents, the more money the network gets.

“Acero serves a Latinx community with 
students from immigrant backgrounds. We 
need to be able to address what they’re going 
through in a culturally competent way. That 
means providing protection, especially in this 
politically tumultuous time, and becoming a 
sanctuary network, with guarantees that data 
would not be shared with an agency like ICE.

“Every parent I’ve talked to has been support-
ive. They understand the issues that the teachers are 
going through because their kids are going through 
them too. I see an immense amount of support and 
solidarity from families, from other neighborhood or-
ganizations, from political officials throughout the 
city, and that has been very, very inspiring.
FIRST CHARTER SCHOOL STRIKE

“This being the first charter school strike, it is 
not just important for our teachers, students and 
families. The rhetoric that teachers can’t unionize at 
charter networks is a huge leveraging point for char-
ter networks to continue to expand into other cities. 
Cities don’t like it when teachers can organize, and 
charter networks have been using that as a selling 
point for expansion. I’m hoping that this sets a prec-
edent for other charter networks to be able to more 
effectively organize and bargain.”

A high school special education teacher at 
Cruz told N&L: “We’re on strike because Acero, 
which has over $10 million in ready cash, cut 
over $1 million out of the classrooms last year. 
We need them to put it back in our classrooms. 
Acero, a nonprofit organization, is trying to 
build a profitable company using taxpayer 
dollars intended to educate our kids. Our CEO 
makes more than the CEO of Chicago Public 
Schools for about one-fortieth of the students 
and one-fortieth of the schools. 

“I chose to work in special education: these are 
the students who have the highest needs. But even 
the supports mandated by federal law written in 
students’ Individualized Education Programs aren’t 
showing up in the classrooms, because we’re under-
funded and understaffed. We want to be sure that 
the money in bank accounts in corporate is getting 
spent in classrooms, so our kids get the aides they 
need and have the stability of teachers returning 
year after year.”

—Bob McGuire and Franklin Dmitryev

Predatory lending
Detroit—Had the reactionary lame duck Michi-

gan Legislature succeeded in passing a bill to expand 
predatory lending in 2018, a borrower of $2,500 from 
a “Credit Service Organization” (CSO) would have 
paid $8,300 when due in 24 months! Organizations 
fighting predatory lending supported House Bill 
6215, which would cap loans at “only” 36%. They face 
an uphill fight with legislators claiming these loans 
fill a need for people with bad credit.

CSOs are located mostly in poor minority 
and rural areas. They incorporate with Native 
American tribes to evade U.S. laws and are not 
covered by Dodd-Frank protections like the 
truth-in-lending law which Trump is gutting. 
A payday loan of $600 for two weeks costs the 
borrower a fee of $76. Some auto repair shops 
become predatory lenders: they can charge 
an annual percentage rate (APR) of 189% for 
loans to be repaid in 90 days.

It is estimated that the average APR in Michi-
gan for these loans is 400%. Predatory lenders ex-
tract half a billion dollars annually from Michigan. 
The Center for Responsible Lending is also gather-
ing public support to work with mainstream credit 
providers like banks and credit unions for affordable 
lending opportunities. —Detroit resident

Women in Spain are outraged by the brutal mur-
der of Laura Luelmo on Dec. 14 and have filled the 
streets of El Campillo, Huelva. Luelmo, a 29-year-
old teacher on her first assignment, was raped and 
murdered by Bernardo Montoya, a 50-year-old con-
vict who had spent half of his life behind bars. 
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IS RAMPANT 

One worker said, “I have a four-year-old daugh-
ter. I will raise her to be 20 years old and then she 
will be raped and killed by an ex-convict!” Another 
woman said, “I am scared to go out in the streets. It 
does not matter how old you are; even older women 
are attacked and raped by strangers in the street.” 

Spain’s court received more than 166,000 gen-
der violence complaints in 2017, an increase of 16% 
over 2016. Since 2003, when Spain started keep-
ing records, 27 children and 972 women have died 
from violence. Carmen Calvo Poyato, Spain’s Deputy 
Prime Minister, said of Luelmo’s murder, “Women 
have to pay a cruel and high price for our freedom 
and security.” 

Demonstrations broke out in several other 
cities over Luelmo’s murder. In Zamora there 
was a silent demonstration and a rally against 
male violence. Their slogan was: “We are all 
Laura!” The demonstration in Seville was ini-
tially against the emergence of fascism in the 
Andalusian Parliament: a far-right political 
group, Vox, aims to take over the political cen-
ter of the country. 

March organizers see Luelmo’s murder as an 
example of “macho terrorism.” Women chanted, “We 
are all Laura,” “No, no, we’re not afraid,” and “The 
street and night are ours too!” One banner put it all 
together: “Capitalist politics opened the doors of the 
Andalusian Parliament to racism and machismo 
because they are useful for dividing the exploited 
class.” —Mannel and T.M.

Charter teachers win

Women in Spain say: 
‘We are all Laura!’
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF
RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA

Rosa Luxemburg’s revolutionary life

Editor’s note: Jan. 15, 2019, marks the 100th 
anniversary of the day Rosa Luxemburg and Karl 
Liebknecht were murdered by the bloody forces 
that suppressed the 1918-19 German Revolution. 
To highlight how Luxemburg’s revolutionary life 
and thought are pertinent today, we present a criti-
cal review by Raya Dunayevskaya of The Letters of 
Rosa Luxemburg, edited and with an Introduction 
by Stephen Eric Bronner (Westview Press, 1978; 
new edition by Humanity books, 1993). The review 
originally appeared in the August-September 1979 
issue of News & Letters, and can be found in The 
Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, #7041.

by Raya Dunayevskaya
The multi-dimensionality and revolutionary in-

ternationalism of Rosa Luxemburg is well set forth 
in this collection of The Letters of Rosa Lux-
emburg in the way in which the very first 
sentence of Bronner’s Introduction leads to 
Rosa’s statement: “I, too, am a land of bound-
less possibilities.” That first section of “Re-
flections on Rosa Luxemburg” begins with 
“There is always a tradition of liberation that 
stands in opposition to the heritage that a 
given society preserves and propagates.”

It is this other tradition—revolutionary 
in the most total sense, that is to say, in its 
opposition against both capitalism and the 
reformist deviation within the revolution-
ary movement—that would have been easier 
to grasp if the readers had not to confront 
letters from 1894 to 1919 in one lump sum 
without a single distinction other than the 
year’s date at the top of each page. It is true 
that Professor Bronner’s substantive Intro-
duction situates Luxemburg in the context 
of her era. But it is only natural that readers turn-
ing to The Letters of Rosa Luxemburg would want to 
hear her in her own words and sense the direction of 
her thoughts, actions, development before they have 
reached the 200th page of those letters.
‘HEROISM OF MASSES’ vs. OPPORTUNISM 
OF LEADERS

Because this book needs to be read by ever 
wider audiences, let me introduce two divisions into 
these Letters to enable readers at once to meet Rosa 
Luxemburg—Polish, German, Russian, internation-
al revolutionary. The first half of the Letters could 
be titled: “ ‘Heroism of Masses’ vs. Opportunism of 
Leaders”; and the second half: “From Theory and 
Anti-War Agitation to Prison and Revolution.”

It is true she used the expression “heroism of 
the masses” to describe the magnificent actions of 
the Warsaw workers in the first Russian Revolu-
tion, 1905, whereas this collection of letters begins 
in 1894, with a letter of Luxemburg to her colleague 
and lover, Leo Jogiches, in which she complains that 
his letters are wholly devoted to the “Cause” and tell 
her nothing of him personally or of the organization-
al and factional differences with the Russians. But 
it is even more true that, from the very start of her 
break with bourgeois society—when she was only a 
teenager, yet was already under police surveillance 
and had to leave Poland for Switzerland, where she 
met her life-long collaborator Jogiches—“the hero-
ism of the masses” was precisely what won her com-
mitment to the revolutionary movement. She never 
veered from that for a single moment.

However, whereas that 1894 letter from 
Paris spoke so personally and very nearly 
“obediently,” all one has to do is read the very 

next set of letters, as she reached Germany in 
1898, to see a quite different Luxemburg. Not 
only does she take issue with Jogiches’ ad-
vice, but she reaches such immediate heights 
theoretically on the most burning question 
raging in the German Social Democracy—the 
very first appearance of reformism—that it is 
her analysis, Reform or Revolution, that is the 
most comprehensive and profound answer to 
Eduard Bernstein. It becomes a standard for 
all revolutionaries, and has remained so to 
this day.

Not only that, Luxemburg’s Letters disclose 
something still more extensive: the vision of a genius 
anticipating capitalism’s development into modern 
imperialism before the word had been “invented.” 
Listen to Luxemburg telling Jogiches about “Shifts 
in World Politics” ever since Japan’s attack on Chi-
na, 1895, and Russia’s and England’s attack on Per-
sia and Afghanistan:

“From that, the European antagonisms in Af-

rica have received new impulses; there, too, the 
struggle is breaking out with new force (Fashoda, 
Delegoa, Madagascar). It’s clear that the dismem-
berment of Asia and Africa is the final limit beyond 
which European politics no longer has room to un-
fold....the European powers will have no choice other 
than throwing themselves on one another, until the 
period of the final crisis sets in within politics...” (p. 
72). The letter was dated Jan. 9, 1899! 
THEORY, PRISON, AND REVOLUTION

Naturally, no book review, much less subhead-
ings, can do justice to the multiplicity of topics and 
years (1894-1919) covered in The Letters of Rosa Lux-
emburg; the first subheading made no such claim. 
It did, I hope, help point a direction, both as to the 
objective situation and the subjective developments 
in Luxemburg’s life. She no sooner set foot in Ger-
many than she began the fight against reformism. 
Her “German period” ended long before World War 
I broke out and revealed the betrayal of the German 
Social Democracy. Ever since the first Russian Revo-
lution, 1905-06, when Luxemburg was still close to 
Karl Kautsky, she began to “speak Russian” as she 
described the “heroism of the masses”: “in all facto-
ries, committees, elected by the workers, have arisen 
‘on their own,’ which decide on all matters relating 
to working conditions….the organization advances 
indefatigably. In spite of martial law...the work is 
being carried out just as if political freedom were 
already a reality” (pp. 114-115). By 1910 she broke 
completely with Kautsky.

As she generalized her experience into the anal-
ysis of The Mass Strike, the Party, and the Trade 
Unions and worked to apply it in Germany, Karl 
Kautsky’s abstract revolutionism and his “theory of 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s 
Philosophy of Revolution

by Raya Dunayevskaya
“For the first time, Raya Dunayevskaya placed Rosa Luxemburg’s life directly into the history of the women’s liberation 

movement, and connected her thought to today’s... She also shed new light on Luxemburg’s relationship with the ‘Black 
Dimension’ and with the liberation movement of the Third World.”

—Narihiko Ito

In this important and wide-ranging critique of Rosa Luxemburg, Raya Dunayevskaya 
examines the life, political thought, and action of one of the most crucial revolutionary figures 
of our time. Dunayevskaya sheds new light on the questions of socialist democracy after the 
revolution, disclosing both the unprobed feminist dimension of Rosa Luxemburg and the 
previously unrecognized new moments in Marx’s last decade concerning the role of women and 
the peasantry. As the founder of Marxist-Humanism in the United States, Dunayevskaya was 
an internationally respected writer, philosopher, and revolutionary. This new expanded edition 
includes two previously unpublished articles by Dunayevskaya, including her “Challenge to all 
Post-Marx Marxists.”

—Adrienne Rich                       To order see page 7 Rosa Luxemburg

attrition” horrified her. She sensed his opportunism 
which would lead to betrayals. She called it “the ser-
vility of the theoretician” back in 1910. Just as her 
total break with Kautsky, four full years before the 
outbreak of war—long before anyone else, Lenin in-
cluded, sensed any defect in the then most outstand-
ing revolutionary—so her anti-war agitation in 1913 
led the Kaiser to cite her “for treason,” before there 
was actual war.

Prof. Bronner has caught the character of Rosa 
Luxemburg as prisoner beautifully: 

“It is easy to forget how drab and debilitating 
prison life can actually be. Rosa Luxemburg’s let-
ters serve as a reminder....Rosa Luxemburg reacts 
against the drudgery of prison life….She searches 
for beauty in the cracks of existence, and in response 
to the boredom of isolation, she watches insects, 
feeds her titmice, and observes the manifold diver-
sity of nature.”

That was very far from all she did in that 
hellhole. Not only did she continue her lead-

ership, theoretical and political, of the 
anti-imperialist war, and also produce a 
minor masterpiece of literary criticism 
of Korolenko (not to mention the con-
stant flow of magnificent “personal” let-
ters, especially to Mathilde Wurm, when 
she suddenly calls upon Penthesilea, the 
queen of the Amazons). No, she was also 
involved in strict theory, the phenomenal 
Anti-Critique, directed against the crit-
ics of her greatest1 theoretical work, Ac-
cumulation of Capital; they are, in fact, a 
single work.

Unfortunately, as her letter to Hans Dief-
enbach discloses, her rage was directed not 
alone against those she called “Marx’s epig-
ones,” who took issue with her critique of 
Volume II of Capital, but even against “the 
famous first volume of Marx’s Capital, with 
its profuse rococo ornamentation in the Hege-

lian style” (p. 185).
None of this, however, diverted in any way 

from what dominated her whole life, in theory or 
practice, in or out of prison: REVOLUTION. Even 
in criticism, for example, her praise of the Russian 
Revolution and the Bolsheviks under the leadership 
of Lenin and Trotsky “who dared” was unequivo-
cal. Above all, there was the unending preparation 
for, and finally actual participation in, the German 
Revolution which finally freed her from prison. Be-
cause revolution was her life—or, as she expressed 
it: “The Revolution is magnificent; all else is bilge”—
the then-ruling Social Democracy wanted her dead. 
Where the Kaiser hadn’t succeeded, the Freikorps 
was incited to brutally murder her and throw her 
body into the Landwehr Canal.

The Letters of Rosa Luxemburg ends with a 
letter in which she enclosed the first issue of Rote 
Fahne, organ of Spartacus League, transformed into 
the Communist Party, and calling for all power to 
the Workers’ and Soldiers’ Councils. It was dated 
Jan. 4, 1919. Within 11 days she was dead. But they 
could not kill her ideas. Her revolutionary legacy 
lives on; for no other generation does her life’s work 
bear as much relevance as for ours.

1. The designation “greatest” means it is Luxemburg’s 
most important theoretical work, not that I agree with it. 
Elsewhere I have taken issue with it. See my “Analysis of 
Rosa Luxemburg’s Accumulation of Capital,” included as 
Appendix to State-Capitalism and Marx’s Humanism.... 
[That analysis can be found in The Raya Dunayevskaya 
Collection, #436, and was further developed in “Marx’s 
and Luxemburg’s Theories of Accumulation of Capital, 
Its Crises and Its Inevitable Downfall,” chapter 3 of Rosa 
Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation and Marx’s Philosophy of 
Revolution. —Editor.]

Rosa Luxemburg denounced the brutal 1903-07 German genocide against the Herero 
people in Southwest Africa. Above, Herero prisoners of war, including children.

en.wikipedia.org
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AS OTHERS SEE  US

How dead thought failed Syrian revolution’s living history
were used to justify the genocide in Bosnia in the 
1990s. Russia, China, the U.S., India, Egypt, Israel 
and the Gulf States are all playing this card, as are 
the rising reactionary forces in Europe. 

Like the defense of multi-ethnic Bosnia in the 
1990s, the Syrian Revolution was consciously direct-
ed against this kind of bigotry, as represented by the 
slogan “The Syrian people are one!” 

II. PHILOSOPHY BORN ANEW
“Who have held the lamp up to truth, and revolution-
ized all old ideas? The people.”

—“A Veteran Observer,” 1864, on the  
U.S. Civil War and Emancipation 

Why have “Marxists,” and the Left in general, 
failed so miserably to come to grips with this period? 
How can a Left journal like Historical Materialism 
host a major conference, with hundreds of speakers, 
at which the Syrian Revolution is barely mentioned? 
(And this is hardly an anomaly.) What is the failure 
of principle?

The masses have consistently expressed 
themselves in terms of humanism, the philo-
sophic absolute from which all in Marxism de-
velops. 

It has been so in the Syrian Revolution: “What 
we need now is coordinated solidarity with citizens 
of different nations with no boundaries, whether re-
ligious, ethnic or cultural. It’s vital that we smash 
those boundaries. The public opinion is human 
society.”1

It was so during the 2011 Pelican Bay Prison 
hunger strike: “Prisoners reach for the level of so-
cial conditions behind prison walls that give us the 
ability to express our humanity in opposition to the 
oppressive prison conditions. It is no different from 
the efforts in various countries today trying to lift the 
curse of capitalist social relations.”2

MARX’S ABSOLUTE HUMANISM
Marx’s humanism was born in his 1844 appro-

priation and transcendence of Hegel’s revolution in 
philosophy, the dialectic of Absolute Negativity as 
freedom and self-determination. What speaks to our 
moment, especially, is the way that transcendence 
can be seen as a transcendence of Hegel’s ambiva-
lence in regard to racism, in particular as it involved 
American slavery.

Hegel saw slavery in general as an infinite 
wrong that justified rebellion, so much so that Frantz 
Fanon was able to utilize his master/slave dialectic; 
yet Hegel was more ambivalent on the concrete is-
sue of slavery in the U.S. Marx, to the contrary, was 
led to support the Abolitionist Movement and slave 
rebellions and to develop his greatest projection of 
absolute humanism, Capital, in strict relation to 
that movement. 

As Raya Dunayevskaya emphasized, Marx reor-
ganized this work under the influence of the U.S. 
Civil War and abolition of slavery. “His analysis of 
the struggle for the shortening of the working day 
comes to a climax…when he writes of the relation-
ship of the end of slavery to the struggle for the eight 
hour day: ‘In the United States…every independent 
movement of the workers was paralyzed so long as 
slavery disfigured a part of the Republic. Labor can-
not emancipate itself in the white skin where in the 
black it is branded.’”3 

Marx united theory and practice in this projec-
tion of philosophy. It included his open support of 
the North in the Civil War. How many Leftists, how 
many “revolutionaries,” have fundamentally revised 
their thinking on the basis of today’s developments? 
In failing this, too many have fatally split theory and 
practice. In Syria they have enabled genocide.
ACTUALLY READING ‘CAPITAL’

Marx’s Capital isn’t an intellectual cage within 
which one observes the human being. Rather, it is a 
philosophic projection of absolute humanism which 
is brought to life through the thought and action 
of the living subject, the human being struggling 
against alienation, specifically commodity fetishism, 
and for freedom. It is a philosophy of history for this 
1. Rami Jarrah, quoted in “The Syrian Revolution and Its 
Philosophy,” Nov.-Dec. 2014 N&L.
2. Faruq, quoted in Pelican Bay Hunger Strikers: ‘We 
Want to Be Validated as Human’ (News and Letters 
Committees, 2012), p. 6.
3. Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until Today, by Raya 
Dunayevskaya (Humanity Books, 2000), p. 84.

particular capitalist moment of self-alienation.
Too often Marx is read as if what he termed 

the solution to the riddle of history was simply 
another riddle, rather than, as Hegel said, the 
human being—“free, self-knowing Spirit.” The 
freely associated labor that will overcome the 
commodity fetish is equally a projection of hu-
manism.

Marx followed this logic into a study 
of non-capitalist societies and the role 
of women in history in his Ethnological 
Notebooks of the 1880s. These represent 
his reading of nineteenth century stud-
ies of historic and non-western cultures. 
Here he continued his anti-racist hu-
manism, as described by the transcriber 
of these notebooks, Lawrence Krader: “A 
recurrent theme is Marx’s systematic 
and uncompromising rejection of race, 
racism and biologism generally as a de-
terminant…”4 

By showing the continuity of Marx’s 
work from the 1840s to the 1880s, Krad-
er makes clear that Marx was concret-
izing his initial philosophic humanism 
in these studies of the “other.” Raya Du-
nayevskaya described this as “a never-

ending confrontation with what Marx called ‘history 
and its process’…And that ever-changing concrete 
was inexorably bound to the universal, because, 
precisely because, the determining concrete was the 
ever-developing Subject—self-developing men and 
women.”5

From first to last, for Marx, what united theory 
and practice was humanism; and for Marx, human-
ism was another word for philosophy. 

III. REVOLUTION vs. WORLD 
RETROGRESSION

An entire racist mythology has been built 
around the projection of the Syrian majority popula-
tion as a savage “other,” including old racist images 
of the “cannibal” and “head-chopper.” These racist 
tropes have been promoted by a fascist, genocidal re-
gime, echoed by Rightists and even many “Leftists.” 

So Russia’s Vladimir Putin allies with Chechen 
dictator Ramzan Kadyrov and the reactionary rulers 
of the Gulf States to “oppose religious extremism,” a 
move which China is emulating in its concentration 
camps for Uighurs. This disregards the fact that the 
Arab Spring marginalized al-Qaeda and other such 
groups. It attempts to excuse the history of Russian 
genocidal conquest of Ichkeria.

Nor is this retrogression confined to the 
Muslim world. Brazil’s Far Right Jair Bolsona-
ro government has floated an alliance between 
the U.S., Russia and Brazil as “Christian” coun-
tries. (See “Brazil under Bolsonaro’s heel,” p. 
1.) The pro-Putin, pro-Assad, anti-immigrant 
Far Right threatens to seize power in the Eu-
ropean Union.

These racist stereotypes have become the ba-
sis of a new stage of retrogressive, state-capitalist 
consolidation. A key moment in this was Trump’s 
summit with North Korean dictator and Assad ally 
Kim Jong-un. It signaled that the biggest imperial-
ist power believed the capitalist order could be stabi-
lized on this vile, counter-revolutionary basis.
THE LIFE OF THE IDEA OF FREEDOM

This isn’t a counsel of despair. It is a recognition 
that the oppressed masses rose up and, in fighting 
for freedom and human dignity, shook the pillars of 
the earth. It is a recognition of the dire consequences 
of the failure of Leftists, of “revolutionaries,” to rise 
to the level of uniting theory and practice—to em-
body the humanism that can both critique the pres-
ent and project a different future.

The prison abolitionism and Black Lives Matter 
movements made clear that this humanism illumi-
nates U.S. historical development in line with Marx’s 
Capital singling out enslavement and genocide as 
“the chief moments of primitive accumulation.” 

A comprehension of the Syrian Revolution’s 
legacy will cut through the racist mythology being 
promoted by state-capitalist rulers. Like the Paris 
Communards, the Syrian Revolutionaries brought 
something new into the world. They have given new 
life to our comprehension of Marx and of Marxist-
Humanism that will never be surrendered.

This should intensify our efforts at solidarity 
with the millions of Syrians in Idlib and elsewhere 
who are facing the wrath of a ruling order that hates 
them as human beings and as the embodiments of 
the idea of freedom. We must respond to their voices.

From the perspective of the human community, 
nothing will be clearer than the fact that the Syrian 
Revolution lives, that freedom remains the essence 
of human beings, and that the Revolution’s living 
legacy will be thrown into the face of these currently 
“victorious” rulers until its absolute truth is written 
in the dust of their shame.

4. The Ethnological Notebooks of Karl Marx, transcribed 
and edited and with an introduction by Lawrence Krader 
(Van Gorcum, 1972), p. 37.
5. Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s 
Philosophy of Revolution, by Raya Dunayevskaya 
(University of Illinois Press, 1991), p. 180.

by Gerry Emmett
“The current amazement that the things we are expe-
riencing are ‘still’ possible in the twentieth century is 
not philosophical. This amazement is not the begin-
ning of knowledge—unless it is the knowledge that 
the view of history which gives rise to it is untenable.” 
 —Walter Benjamin, On the Concept of History
“Even if the Syrian Revolution fails, what will keep it 
forever a source of courage, hope and faith for man-
kind is the body of thought, the legacy of conscious-
ness, awareness and sensibility that it has engen-
dered and will generate.”  —Alisar Iram

I. HUMANITY AT THE CROSSROAD
We are living through times as consequential 

as any in history. The Tunisian revolution and the 
Georgia prison strike that appeared simultaneous-
ly in December 2010 opened a new period in which 
the lowest and deepest layers of the oppressed have 

shaken the world.
The minds of men 

and women, young and 
old, were on fire with a 
vision of freedom and 
human dignity that 

humbled philosophy, and brought it to new life. 
The identification U.S. workers occupying 

Madison, Wisc., in 2011 expressed with Egyp-
tians in the Tahrir Square occupation signaled 
both a new international consciousness among 
proletarians and an organizational form that 
expressed it. It cut through decades of racism 
and religious bigotry. 

This terrified the ruling classes. They have in-
dulged every brutality, every hypocrisy, fed every con-
tradiction and salted every wound in their efforts to 
crush this vision. The capitalist rulers, and all the re-
actionary parasites that cling to them, drew their line 
in Syria. The Syrian Revolution has been the physical 
and intellectual battlefield that defines our time.
SOLIDARITY WITH SELF-DETERMINATION

In “The Left’s Response to Syrian Genocide” 
(Sept.-Oct. 2018 N&L), David dissects the failure of 
the U.S. Left to show solidarity with the Syrian peo-
ple. It is a devastating case; I agree with his critique. 

The Left’s solidarity would have been warmly 
welcomed and deeply appreciated by Syrians, both in 
the diaspora and in Syria, had it been extended. I 
spoke at many demonstrations, and no Syrian ever 
asked me to water down my critique of U.S. impe-
rialism. There were differences on this question, of 
course, but history was being written and there was 
no “line.” 

There was an international consciousness. 
When I said the Syrian Revolution was also “the 
struggle of the people of Palestine, of Iran, of the 
workers of China, of Russians who protest Putin,” it 
was applauded. 

On the other hand, I never was able to speak 
about the Syrian Revolution at Occupy Chicago 
events in 2011-2012 without being attacked by Left-
ists, often in a dishonest manner that stank of fas-
cist apologetics. 

The many initiatives of the Anti-War Commit-
tees in Solidarity with the Struggles for Self-De-
termination have shown that, despite everything, 
genuine Left solidarity is still possible, necessary, 
and welcomed.
THE RULERS OPT FOR FASCISM

As early as 2012 it was clear that what hap-
pened in Syria would determine the next stage of 
world history. Now we are there.

Karl Marx wrote that capital comes into 
the world dripping with blood and filth. This is 
also true of every new stage of state-capitalist 
retrogression, as is being signaled by the “re-
habilitation” of Syria’s genocidal dictator 
Bashar al-Assad by “democratic” rulers and 
theocratic dictators alike. It is the essence of a 
degenerate world appearing.

It is happening while half of Syria’s population 
are refugees, millions of them in desperate winter 
circumstances, in impoverished camps that have 
suffered floods and freezing temperatures. Children 
are dying of cold and hunger. It is happening while 
Assad’s fascist regime massacres its political prison-
ers, and assassinates even those who have officially 
surrendered their arms and freedom.

Even in the face of this horror, Syrians continue 
to uphold the Revolution and its ideals. We must 
demand relief and protection for these people. They 
aren’t “victims,” they are persecuted revolutionaries; 
our comrades, brothers and sisters. 

The rulers’ only interest in Syria and its people 
is in terms of their own imperialist aims: military 
and geopolitical position or money to be made from 
the “rebuilding” that Assad’s massacres and prop-
erty confiscations have made possible—the classic 
description of “primitive” accumulation as found in 
Marx’s Capital. This infinite wrong exposes the rul-
ing class in their essence.

Ruling class mythology now holds that the Arab 
Spring was all about fundamentalist religion, and 
the threat of terrorism—a tale rooted in the lies that 

ESSAY
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READERS’VIEWSCHALLENGING FASCISM 
ACROSS ALL BORDERS
The Yellow Vests protests that be-

gan last November in Paris to oppose 
the Macron government’s increase 
in the gasoline tax have been hailed 
by some on the left as a successor to 
the strikes of 10 million French work-
ers and students in 1968. However, 
the anti-immigrant, anti-Semitic ele-
ments that have emerged from within 
make me doubt that. 

Even apart from white suprema-
cist groups as far away as Ireland and 
New Zealand claiming the Yellow Vest 
to symbolize their own fascist demon-
strations, one could make comparisons 
to the 1970 New York City Hard Hat 
Riot of construction workers mobilized 
to support Nixon by attacking march-
ers against the Vietnam War and the 
invasion of Cambodia. The Yellow 
Vests may have more kinship with the 
2009 Tea Party rallies orchestrated 
against Obama than the massive 
women’s marches against Trump’s sei-
zure of power or the ongoing demon-
strations in Hungary against Orban’s 
“slavery” labor law.

Old truck driver
New York 

***
It has been a shocking and sad-

dening experience to know so many 
of my neighbors voted for Bolsonaro. 
When I questioned them, they said it 
was because there is too much crime 
everywhere, and because the Workers 
Party was mired in corruption. When 
I try to point out that a greater num-
ber of politicians from the other ma-
jor parties have been indicted, or that 
more police won’t make the streets 
safer, the people answer that it is 
fake news. They want to believe that 
Bolsonaro is the answer to all their 
problems. I expect that their problems 
are not going away soon. I know that 
evidence of U.S. interference in Brazil 
has been available from time to time, 
but people believe what they want to 
believe.

J.C. McFadden
A small town in Brazil

***
A Jan. 3 article in the San Fran-

cisco Weekly by Joe Kukura reveals 
that Uber accepted major start-up 
money from the Saudi Public Invest-
ment Fund (PIF) chaired by Prince 
Mohammad bin Salman, who is sus-
pected in the Khashoggi killing. Lyft, 
WeWork, DoorDash, Slack, and others 
later received large amounts from the 
PIF. Elon Musk came close to offering 
a controlling interest in Tesla to the 
same fund until the Securities and 
Exchange Commission put a stop to it. 
In the heady world of start-up capital, 
this kind of money can become an in-
tervention into American life every bit 
as bad as Russian interference in the 
political process. This may become a 
subject of greater public attention in 
the months ahead.

Paying Attention
San Francisco

***
“Immigrant caravan born in the 

USA” (Nov.-Dec. 2018 N&L) was a 
very short, good article with a per-
spective missing from other news 
stories. It doesn’t shy away from the 
fact that it is U.S. imperialism, brutal 
Central American governments, and 
the poverty capitalism necessitates 
that create the conditions for the im-
migrant caravan. But what’s most im-
portant, I think, is that it shows it’s 
not just about those seeking asylum, 
which is the liberal’s main argument 
for supporting it. It’s about people 
taking matters into their own hands, 
trying to make a better life, borders 
be damned. When liberal people in 
the U.S. talk about the U.S. as a coun-
try of immigrants, I think they are 
expressing the same kind of senti-
ment even if they’d reject the logical 
conclusion—the world is my country, 
or in the words of a homeless person 
I worked with years ago, “the earth 
is my home. I have a hundred apart-
ments.” Borders be damned.

S.B.
Chicago 

•
CHARTER TEACHERS STRIKE

Regarding the first ever strike of 
charter school teachers in Chicago, 
as a former charter school teacher I 
saw first hand how the administration 
cheaped out wherever they could, like 
on custodial services that cleaned only 
the middle of the floor, antiquated and 
poorly written textbooks and only one 

poorly 
equipped 
science 
laborato-
ry for the 
whole 
K-12 
school. 
There is 
no doubt 
that 
teacher 
and staff 
strikes 
are sore-
ly needed 

to bring down this system of educa-
tional exploitation masquerading as 
“giving parents a choice.”

 Susan Van Gelder
Detroit

***
The corporate backers of charter 

schools hoped that teachers would qui-
etly endure low pay and poor working 
conditions and not advocate for their 
students and communities. Hopefully 
charter teachers around the nation 
will also organize for education justice 
using the Chicago strike for inspira-
tion and guidance. Bob Simpson

Oak Park, Ill.

•
PITFALLS OF BOURGEOIS 

POLITICS
By shutting down the government 

Trump is not only holding federal 
workers hostage for his racist wall; 
he’s destroying their lives and others’ 
too. It is unconscionable. But then our 
loser “President” has no conscience. 
He’s creating a disaster. One can only 
hope it destroys him. Maggie Soleil

Hawaii
***

In the wake of the week-long pag-
eantry over the death and funeral of 
former president George H.W. Bush, 
Trump’s appointment of William 
Barr as attorney general once again 
confirms the opportunistic, manipu-
lative, deceptive, dishonest and po-
litically motivated nature of all his 
decisions, in addition to his obsessive 
preoccupation with the Mueller probe. 
Barr is just Whitaker with a differ-
ent face. Both were publicly critical 
of the Mueller probe. The only differ-
ence is that Barr has the imprimatur 
of the late president that the country 
is mourning for right now. This was 
a political opportunity that Trump 
could not resist capitalizing on that 
exposes his true character, or lack of 
it. His desperation is such that he will 
do anything to derail Mueller.

Curtis
Kalamazoo, Mich.

***
The Democratic Presidential 

Primary is turning into a comedy 
of errors, but one that isn’t funny. It 
underscores the tragedy of the 2016 
Election. Tulsi Gabbard is friendly to 
Syria’s President, Bashar al-Assad, 
which reveals one of the major weak-
nesses of Bernie Sanders’ candidacy. 
John Delaney is more Ego than Eru-
dition, and preaches “bipartisanship” 
with no sense of what is objectively 
right or wrong. Julián Castro, all am-
bition, talks about “new blood” but his 
ideas are so old that the wheels are 
falling off. One thing does seem clear: 
had Hillary Clinton been elected, de-
spite all of her shortcomings, many 

lives might have been saved in Syria 
and elsewhere. Let’s hope things im-
prove in the near future. D. Chêneville 

Bay Area

•
WOMEN ON THE MARCH

When the Striking to Survive au-
thors were here (see “‘Striking to Sur-
vive’ in China,” Nov.-Dec. 2018 N&L), 
they reported that most of the workers 
participating in this third major wave 
of strikes in the Pearl River Delta were 
women. One comment was that only 
when striking against their bosses 
women workers said they “felt human.” 
I asked them to comment on it some 
more, noting that demanding recogni-
tion of one’s humanity is the content 
of every movement, like #MeToo in the 
U.S. One author responded that as the 
economic reforms came to China, the 
owners/managers/foremen of the fac-
tories treated women employed there 
as their personal harems. He contin-
ued that it was an issue raised in the 
first wave of strikes and that kind of 
overt sexual exploitation is no longer 
accepted and thus feminism is not a 
primary concern. While sexism per-
sists, it is not the only problem women 
workers face, he said. Afterward, one 
of the Chinese students who came to 
the talk told me about the new per-
sistent #MeToo movement in China. 
See “Review: Feminist Awakening in 
China” in the same issue.

Urszula Wislanka
Oakland, Calif.

***
I understand that the anti-Sem-

itism of some of the leaders of the 
Women’s March in Washington was 
made public by right-wing wanna be 
fascists. That’s bad. But as bad as it is, 
it doesn’t mean that those refusing to 
condemn Louis Farrakhan should get 
a free pass. They need to ask them-
selves, “What is best for the movement 
for women’s liberation?” If they an-
swer that question honestly, they will 
step down.

Women’s Liberationist
Chicago

***
Why are people talking about Far-

rakhan as if the only objection to cozy-
ing up to him is his unabashed anti-
Semitism? What about the fact that 
he is also anti-revolution, anti-women, 
anti-Gay, and, yes, anti-Black? He 
wrote that Malcolm X was “worthy of 
death” shortly before his assassina-
tion and repeated the message years 
later. He traveled to Africa to hobnob 
with dictators who suppressed Black 
African dissidents, such as General 
Abacha of Nigeria who had Ken Sa-
ro-Wiwa executed. His “Million Man 
March” was explicitly sexist and for 
“atonement” instead of radical change. 
Supporting this is a total betrayal of 
what the women’s marches were all 
about. Feminist

Southern California

•
PRISON 

STRIKES BIG 
AND SMALL

To add to 
the recent news 
on the national 
prison strike: 
South Carolina 
was a part of it 
along with about 
17 states. Since the Christmas holiday 
we’ve been allowed no visits. Prisoner

Ridgeville, S.C. 
***

It’s funny how sometime you are 
put through persecution for trying to 
better yourself while incarcerated. 
You’d think you would be rewarded or, 
at the very least, praised for having 
the intention to change your life for 
the better. But all too often the “jus-

tice system” seems to stop at nothing 
to hinder your endeavors at a new way 
of life. Here at the Meherrin River Re-
gional Jail—an all for-profit facility—
the administrative staff has made a 
business decision that goes against 
the legal requirements for a religious 
diet. They are forcing me into a hun-
ger strike until the proper demands 
are met. I’m learning that a hunger 
strike is difficult at times when no one 
is willing to stand with you and fight 
for what is rightfully ours. But I will 
not stand down. Any words of encour-
agement will be greatly appreciated. 

Namo Amigabha 
Alberta, Va.

•
RACIST CRIMINAL 

INJUSTICE SYSTEM
Please continue my subscrip-

tion—donor-contributed. I enjoy read-
ing N&L and appreciate the consis-
tent support and solidarity it extends 
to those of us under the racist, repres-
sive boot heel of Amerikkka’s gulags 
of mass incarceration all for corporate 
super-profits, having nothing to do 
with “public safety” and everything 
to do with the business of the carceral 
state. That business is to imprison a 
segment of the population it has al-
ways considered as “surplus popula-
tions”—from its schools to the prison 
pipeline and to chaining us all to its 
fascist U.S. prison industrial complex. 
More humiliating and repressive is 
the known fact that the great major-
ity of us in Amerikkka’s houses of pain 
and torture are people of color. This 
continues the “tradition” of Amerik-
kka’s so-called “founding fathers” 
from cotton plantation slavery of Afri-
can Americans, to the genocide of In-
digenous Nations and the theft of our 
homeland where we are, as the fascist 
fuhrer pig-in-chief Donald Trump 
calls us: “criminals, wetbacks, illegal 
aliens, drug dealers, gang members” 
and, recently, “animals.” This is all 
“legalized” by their favorite weapon of 
tyranny: “Law!” and capitalist politics!

Chicano POW/Political prisoner
Iowa Park, Tex.

***
Four years ago, Laquan Mcdonald, 

an African-American 17-year-old, was 
murdered by Chicago cop Jason Van 
Dyke, who fired 16 shots at Laquan, 
even after he was dying motionless on 
the ground. Despite the police lying 
to protect Van Dyke, he was still con-
victed of murder, but only three cops 
were indicted for the coverup. Now a 
judge acquitted them, even though it 
is obvious that they lied, falsely claim-
ing that he lunged at Van Dyke with a 
knife. The code of silence is wider than 
the cops and includes the judges, pros-
ecutors and politicians like the mayor. 
It goes to show that the whole racist, 
lying system is the enemy of Blacks 
just for being Black but also it is the 
enemy of anyone who seriously tries to 
change things. Finally, Van Dyke was 
sentenced to less than seven years for 
murder. Activist

Chicago

To our incarcerated readers—
Prisoncrats sometimes choose 

to return an issue to us undeliv-
ered, but if you have been moved—
to another prison, or within the 
same prison—the USPS will not 
forward newspapers. Help us keep 
N&L in your hands by letting us 
know your change of address, in-
cluding when you are released. 
When you leave prison your donor 
subscription can continue to your 
new address for one additional 
year.

We welcome your contribu-
tions to N&L and for our website. 
There are some things we cannot 
provide. We do not match up pen 
pals. N&L cannot help prisoners 
with individual legal cases, and 
we cannot offer legal advice or ac-
cess to attorneys. This paper is a 
place where the voices of people 
engaged in struggles inside and 
outside prison walls can be heard 
speaking for themselves. 
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NEW!

In the Nov.-Dec. N&L Dunayevs-
kaya’s “Marx’s Continuous Develop-
ment of the Philosophy of Revolution 
in Permanence,” and Dmitryev’s essay 
exploring that concept today went well 
together. Dunayevskaya’s remarks 
are very contemporary. She was ask-
ing revolutionaries to focus on a more 
profound view: to grasp Marx as a 
philosopher of permanent revolution. 
Dmitryev’s 
essay cap-
tures that 
spirit and 
demon-
strates its 
necessity 
“if Karl Marx is to mean anything for 
today.” He traces the origin of Marx’s 
concept of permanent revolution to 
Marx’s discussion of the need to go 
beyond political emancipation to the 
fullness of human emancipation, car-
ries it through to Marx’s view of the 
Revolutions of 1848-49, and brings 
it to the “new beginnings,” the “ne-
gation of the negation” found in how 
Marx analyzed “new revolutionary 
forces, the Black liberation struggle 
in the U.S. Civil War and women in 
the Paris Commune,” and carries it to 
Marx’s Ethnological Notebooks where 
he asks: What is Marx’s significance 
for our day? Both pieces are asking 
the same question: Can independent 
revolutionary movements against cap-
italist domination create a revolution 
in permanence for our day through a 
thought-dive into the Marx of perma-
nent revolution? Eugene Walker

Mexico City

•
MURKY WATERS

While visiting Indiana for the 
holidays, I read about a supposed com-
puter glitch at the Lake Station water 
filtration plant that resulted in brown 
water coming out of taps on Dec. 26. 
The town’s mayor was quoted in the 
Northwest Indiana Times saying resi-
dents would have to wait for several 
consecutive days of mild weather and 
a comprehensive flush of the system 
before they could drink their tap wa-
ter again. Then he insinuated that, 
had the state not delayed his attempt 
to sell off the water utility to a private 

company, the system might be back to 
normal more promptly. Earlier in De-
cember, the same company applied to 
the state regulatory board for a 17.5% 
rate increase. Apparently for Lake 
Station, water faucets are not the only 
fixtures that sometimes spew a murky 
vibe. Water Drinker 

Pasadena, Calif. 

•
THE CHURCH AND OPPRESSION

The editorial in the Sept.-Oct. 
N&L, “Catholic Church laid bare,” 
takes up serious problems in the Cath-
olic Church that go beyond the behav-
ior of individual priests. Institutional 
protection is far more important to the 
Catholic Church than ending sexual 
abuse of children. The abuses in Cath-
olic hospitals are horrible, and the ed-
itorial accurately describes a sinister 
reactionary movement that wants to 
destroy the separation between church 
and state, among other things. Howev-
er, I cannot agree with the conclusion 
that the Catholic Church has not been 
a force for good. It was instrumental 
in advancing Western civilization and 
today liberation theology is alive and 
well. I especially do not agree that the 
Catholic Church is coming to an end. 
It went through much more destruc-
tion when it was selling indulgences 
(tickets to heaven) in the 16th century 
and survived.  Dan

Flint, Mich.
***

The Editorial correctly brought 
out the hypocrisy and wrongs of the 
Catholic Church. But it could also 
have brought out more dualities, such 
as Liberation Theology and the role of 
the Black churches in the Civil Rights 
Movement. A better emphasis would 
be on the sharp contradictions within 
the Church—how can they overcome 
the evils. Even a Christian like Hegel 
was able to see the limitations of reli-
gion in humanity’s development.

  Susan Van Gelder
Detroit

***
All of Trump’s tweets become the 

story of the day and divert from what 
is really going on. He works the media 
and they fall for it. There are always 
vested interests including the church 

and limiting thinking. Jesus wasn’t 
mild-mannered; he overturned the 
money-lenders’ tables in the temple 
in Jerusalem. He lived among the op-
pressed. Religion, done right, would 
be nothing but a coming revolution. In 
contrast, Trump says something false 
and his congregation swallows and fol-
lows it. Religion bows to money. Blacks 
are told to accept less in all aspects. 
The Editorial on the Catholic Church 
in the Sept.-Oct. issue is good because 
it brings out the wrongs. We should al-
ways write the facts, and then revisit 
them and be objective but also subjec-
tive. N&L is hopefully a nucleus of ob-
jectivity. Ray

Detroit

•
WHY READ N&L?

Mainstream media is a tool of the 
powers that be who are bent on con-
trolling what we all learn and think. 
The question we must all ask is why? 
Why do America’s major TV networks, 
newspapers and radio stations not tell 
most of what is going on throughout 
the world? Including here in the U.S.? 
What is being hidden? For what rea-
son? As a politically conscious prison-
er, I perceive N&L to simply be telling 
the untold story: that America’s major 
news media has become social engi-
neering at its finest. Prisoner

Stormville, N.Y.
***

N&L is the most encouraging, in-
formative, and accessible paper. Each 
issue makes me feel a part of the world 
at large and not just an isolated out-
cast. The stories regarding other mar-
ginalized segments of humanity give 
me perspective. I appreciate that the 
humanist element is never second to 
politics. I also enjoy learning of the 
Marxist philosophy in context without 
feeling intimidated by lack of knowl-
edge. Each issue gives me a sense of 
comfort and is compelling. It grounds 
me in reading. My issue is read by five 
or six people each time and is utilized 
for discussion. Prisoner

Lexington, Ky.
***

N&L is my sole source of infor-
mation on the worldwide struggle for 
justice and liberation of the people. It 
gives me hope that the downtrodden 

of our country will rise up and throw 
off the yoke of Wall Street and of a 
government not of the people, for the 
people or by the people. Prisoner

Joint Base M.D.L., N.J.

•
VOICES FROM BEHIND BARS

I’m bisexual/gay and would like to 
see the LGBTQ family a little bit more 
represented in “Queer Notes.” I also 
feel like we need to focus more on the 
LGBTQ issues taking place in the U.S. 
as opposed to other countries. Overall, 
I enjoy receiving and reading N&L 
and I appreciate being able to get it 
as a gift. It is informative and educa-
tional and I learn something new each 
and every time I read it.  Prisoner

Lucasville, Ohio
***

I am an African male and enjoy 
reading politically conscious litera-
ture, particularly that which revolts 
against capitalism. I read one of your 

papers sent 
to a fellow 
prisoner 
and would 
like to sub-
scribe for 
myself. I’m 
indigent but 
I do hustle 

up on funds here and there and will 
contribute to postage whenever I can. 
May you prosper in your noble cause 
and may fate shine on you for reach-
ing out to the 13th Amendment slaves 
languishing in these dismal crypts of 
North Amerika, like myself. Prisoner

Jefferson City, Mo.
***

Thank you for the donor subscrip-
tion. I would like to continue my sub-
scription. Enclosed is $10 to cover my 
subscription and to pay for another 
donor subscription for someone else. I 
look forward to receiving my next is-
sue. Prisoner

Anchorage, Alaska

TO OUR READERS: Can 
you donate $5 for a prisoner who 
cannot pay for a subscription 
to  N&L? It will be shared with 
many others. Prisoners are eligible 
to continue their free subscriptions 
when they first get released.

THOUGHT-DIVING INTO REVOLUTION IN PERMANENCE
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continued from p. 1
their 30s from Milwaukee County had served time 
in state prisons, and that Wisconsin locked up white 
and Hispanic males at a significantly lower rate 
than the national average.

In 2008, Wisconsin’s Democratic governor at the 
time, James Doyle, created a “Commission on Re-
ducing Racial Disparities in the Wisconsin Justice 
System,” which came up with 56 recommendations 
to address those problems which were prevalent 
at all levels of the Wisconsin Criminal Justice Sys-
tem. With the election of Scott Walker in 2010, not 
only were the recommendations ignored, but, like 
Trump’s scorched earth rescinding of Obama-era 
regulations and policies, Walker did much the same 
thing to Doyle’s policies.
BLACK COMMUNITIES DECIMATED 

In Wisconsin, as in nearly every community in 
the country, the Prison Industrial Complex (PIC), 
and its state and federal actors, worked diligently to 
decimate communities of color economically, socially 
and politically by its rush to incarcerate and finan-
cially and culturally bankrupt the families of those 
who are incarcerated. On returning to their commu-
nities, Black males have minimal resources to move 
forward with their lives in a productive manner, due 
to roadblocks by the PIC.

The criminal justice system (CJS), from 
the police to correctional administrators and 
staff, operates with impunity when it comes 
to racially discriminatory practices—from in-
equities in prison disciplinary proceedings, 
to the assignment of program needs for the 
sole purpose of keeping prisoners of color con-
fined in higher custody ratings, or being able 
to deny parole considerations.

When prisoners of color attempt to address 
these issues in Wisconsin, through administrative or 
judicial processes, they are required to provide proof 
that racial bias exists and was intentional. Even if 
this were feasible, prisoners are fettered by Clinton-
era laws such as the PLRA, which makes it nearly 
impossible to sustain legal actions against abuses. 
It is hoped that the vision of the executive branch in 
Wisconsin will encompass a systematic overhaul of 
the Wisconsin CJS. The battle lines for change had 
already been drawn even before Evers was sworn in.

Elements in the State of Wisconsin want to con-
duct business as usual when it comes to the systemic 
inequities within the state’s archaic criminal justice 
processes which have been allowed to run rampant. 
Thompson, Doyle, Walker and others made sure that 
Wisconsin’s correctional system operated with effi-
ciency to ensure that fear-based policies would en-
able the PIC to have a firm hold in the state, espe-
cially when it came to the incarceration of people of 
color—a staple of Walker’s policies.

Wisconsin now has an opportunity to evolve 
from the 18th century ideals in corrections that have 
festered for decades, and move towards 21st century 
solutions. It is hoped that Evers’ era of governance 
is not only “open for business,” but for real change.

VOICES FROM THE INSIDE OUT

‘Always Color Outside the Lines’
Robert E. Taliaferro, Jr., has written a wonder-

ful book for anyone who has ever hungered for or had 
an interest in trying their hand at art. Readers of 
N&L know Taliaferro as a regular “Voices from the 
Inside Out” columnist, but they may 
not know of his philosophy of art or 
his expertise with different media 
and techniques. 
IGNORE THE CRITICS

While Always Color Outside the 
Lines: Freedom for the Artist Within 
was not written to glamorize Talia-
ferro’s skill, the reader, who also be-
comes a viewer, will be happy that 
this 177-page book is filled with his 
art. For a book full of pictures, it is 
surprisingly affordable (a little over 
$30 in paperback and $5 as an ebook 
available on Amazon.com), beauti-
fully produced, with terrific photog-
raphy by Judith E. Livingston.

Taliaferro tells us why he wrote Outside 
the Lines: “to rekindle the creative fire in frus-
trated artists who may have given up on them-
selves and their passion to create because of 
a critic’s opinion, lack of support from family 
or friends, or creative frustration.” Nor does 
he confine this idea to art: “Artists of any skill 
level are wired to color outside the lines; to ex-
periment and test the boundaries of the real 
and abstract…even the boundaries of the con-
ventional thinking of society as a whole.” He 
accomplishes his goal in several ways. One 
way is to pick out the most vibrant quotes from 
artists of the past.

The first of many artists he quotes is Georgia 
O’Keeffe: “I had to create an equivalent for what I 
felt about what I was looking at, not copy it.” We 

hear from Johann Wolfgang von Goethe: “Individu-
ality of expression is the beginning and end of all 
art”; and Walther Pater, among others: “Art comes to 
you proposing frankly to give nothing but the high-

est quality to your moments as they 
pass.”

The book’s 14 chapters each be-
gin with a short essay on art as dif-
ferent as “Caricature,” “Painting the 
Familiar,” “Channeling the Mas-
ters,” as well as different media used 
in art: “Playing with Watercolors, 
Pencils, Pens, and Pastels,” and my 
personal favorite, “Back to Basics: 
Crayons.” After each essay there is 
a “Gallery” of Taliaferro’s work that 
illustrates it. Taliaferro works from 
photographs, including selfies, from 
which, he states, “extraordinary piec-
es of art can be created.” 

These Galleries illustrate 
(literally) the essays so one understands them 
in a more thorough way, besides which the 
pictures are beautiful, interesting, and often 
both. While perhaps unintended, what also 
happens in the course of reading and viewing 
this work is you meet Taliaferro’s family and 
friends—and you see them in many moods and 
ages. It gives the book a unique character. 

If you did not know that Taliaferro is a “Voices 
from the Inside Out” columnist, the only hint you 
would find that he is a prisoner is at the very end 
where “About the author” reports that “he is current-
ly incarcerated in Wisconsin.” No one can pigeonhole 
him as a “prison artist”; there are no pictures here 
of prison life. But I think that the more important 
truth is that he has greatly expanded that category 
in a way that can help the reader/viewer understand 
both what it means to be an incarcerated human be-
ing, and the power of art to set one free. Taliaferro is 
no elitist when it comes to art. Rather, his human-
ism pours through his work. —Terry Moon

Oct. 15, 2018, marked the third anniversary of 
the landmark agreement in Ashker v. California, the 
class action lawsuit that ended indefinite solitary 
confinement in California prisons. We have accom-
plished a lot in that time. 

Over 1,600 prisoners who were looking at 
spending the rest of their lives in isolation have been 
released from Security Housing Units (SHU). Living 
conditions have improved for many. And prisoners 
who were prevented from seeking parole because 
they were isolated in SHUs have some prospect for 
release.
PRISONERS REDUCE PRISON VIOLENCE

Most importantly, prisoners have honored the 
historic 2012 “Agreement to End Hostilities,” work-
ing to resolve issues peacefully. We have dramati-
cally reduced violence throughout California pris-
ons and been able to harness our collective power 
to unite against our opponent: a prison system that 
would rather punish and torture than rehabilitate.

Much work remains. While prisoner cul-
ture has changed, California Department of 
Corrections and rehabilitation (CDCr) cul-
ture has not. California prisons continue to 
violate our due process rights and resist sys-
temic change, to obstruct meaningful reforms 
and attempt to provoke violence by a variety 
of tactics.

Many prisoners released from SHU have been 

Three years after Ashker vs. California 

The idea of freedom
by Faruq

When thinking about an idea, what are we to 
make of it? It is a simple but serious question, which 
should generate some critical thought because there 
is power in an idea if it is allowed to develop to its 
full potential. Therein lies its contradictory aspect. 

The philosopher G.W.F. Hegel observed when he 
wrote (paraphrasing): The idea is not so weak that 
it cannot hear itself speak. Hegel’s 
statement does not require a lot 
of unpacking. Hegel is stating the 
obvious as to the potential of an 
idea.

It is the position of materi-
alist thinkers that an idea aris-
es out of a specific set of social 
conditions. An idea is not born out of thin air 
or some kind of mythical phantom. What is be-
ing discussed here is strictly pertaining to the 
idea inseparable from the concrete reality of 
the daily lives of human beings. It has nothing 
to do with a metaphysical argument. 

This discussion is centered on how live human 
beings, acting on their own sensuous nature and 
stimulated by specific social conditions, seek to par-
ticularize their humanity in a way that allows them 
self-expression. Self-expression is important be-
cause it too is inseparable from a serious discussion 
of human freedom.
THE FREEDOM IDEA

What is the freedom idea and what does it look 
like concretely? These questions are not easy to an-
swer because freedom is an abstract concept and will 
appear differently to people. Even if we attempt to 
define freedom as the total uprooting and complete 
eradication of oppressive capitalistic forces, it will 
appear differently to some. In the past and present, 
the discussion of freedom has taken various forms. 

Freedom has an elusive quality that has 
escaped us so we are forced to engage in study 
of both historical and new theoretical litera-
ture. The objective is to not only reinvigorate 
the discussion of freedom, but also give the 
idea of freedom the direction it needs to ad-
dress the lack of its fulfillment. 

There exist a host of theories claiming to be the 
best approach to human freedom. That is under-
standable when one accepts the fact of human diver-
sity. Knowledge of the dilemmas that have impeded 
the quest for freedom in the past reveals that the 
movement of humanity towards freedom will be mul-
tidimensional and multidirectional. Whatever the 
design, at the core must be the self-determination of 
the Idea of freedom. 
THE SELF-DETERMINATION OF THE IDEA

The notion of the self-determination of the Idea 
has a mythical quality, but it is more profound than 
it sounds. We must be mindful that our central fo-
cus is freedom in the sense of it being our point of 
departure and return. We want to allow for the idea 
of freedom, its determination, to be the dialectical 
process that is the means by which we philosophi-
cally and in reality work out a new society free of the 
commodity fetishism of capitalist production. 

The self-determination of the idea of freedom 
demands a narrative that speaks unequivocally to 
the need to transcend all vestiges of capitalist pro-
duction. A sincere effort towards a total freedom 
from existing oppressive capitalistic social relations 
must proceed with a clear focus of what freedom 
might look like beyond capitalism.

transferred into Level 4 prisons—essentially modi-
fied SHUs. Called “general population,” these pris-
oners often receive as little out-of-cell time as they 
did in the SHU, are denied jobs, and have little to no 
vocational and other programming. We need social 
interaction, outdoor time, programming, work op-
portunities, and preparation for release.

CDCr has done nothing to help us deal 
with the aftermath of years, and even decades, 
in solitary confinement. The torture of soli-
tary confinement does not end when the cell 
doors open. Many of us are still suffering terri-
bly. Some have post-traumatic stress disorder. 
Damaged by our years in isolation, we need re-
habilitation and reparations. To begin to make 
us whole, CDCr must help us heal.

CDCr continues to throw people back in the 
hole based on confidential information, regardless of 
whether the informant is credible. It even fabricates 
information and falsifies documents. We need inde-
pendent oversight of CDCr’s disciplinary system and 
individual accountability for CDCr employees who 
abuse their power.

Finally, we must continue to stick together, to 
honor the “Agreement to End Hostilities,” and to 
fight our true opponent: CDCr’s abuses. Our accom-
plishments have come about because of our collec-
tive power, which is how we will achieve the goals 
ahead of us. —Pelican Bay Prisoners

Always Color Outside 
the Lines: Freedom 

for the Artist Within 

by Robert E. Taliaferro

Available 
at 
Amazon.
com
$32.44 
Paperback
$4.99 
Kindle

See more 
at www.
Roberte
taliaferro.
com 
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Former prisoners on contradictions in support work
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Oakland, Calif. — On Dec. 5 Impact Justice pre-
sented a panel of former prisoners addressing con-
tradictions in prisoner support. California recently 
passed a number of prison reforms, including a felony 
murder rule, which originally mandated that judges 
sentence an accessory to a crime in which 
someone was killed as though they were the 
killer. In Fall of 2018 that law was amended 
so that a person’s charges reflect their role 
in the crime. However, people who received a 
life-without-parole (LWOP) sentence are not 
eligible for relief. LWOP prisoners first have 
to have their LWOP sentence vacated through 
a habeas petition.
CONTRADICTIONS ABOUND

Another contradiction that stunned the 
prison movement is the way the hard fought 
for reform of the bail system (see “Wom-
en demand: ‘End money bail!,’” July-Aug. 
2018 N&L) got distorted. The final bill, signed 
by the governor, did abolish money bail, but 
created instead a “risk score” algorithm to de-
termine if a person is a “public safety threat.” 
Such algorithms reinforce existing racist rules, po-
tentially making it easier for prosecutors and judges 
to keep people in jail, meaning many will not get out 
even if they could have raised bail.

Shane Bauer, a journalist held in solitary 
confinement in Iran for two years and report-
ing on U.S. prisons since his release, spoke 
about his stint as a guard in Winn Correctional 
Center in Winnfield, Louisiana. He witnessed 
many injustices and noted that he could not be 
just an observer; he had to participate in the 
institution everyone there hated, prisoners 
and guards.

Terah Lawyer, recently released from Central 
California Women’s Facility and now a coordinator 
of Impact Justice’s Homecoming Project, spoke of 
the double-edged sword that prison reforms are. On 
the one hand, improving conditions for prisoners is 
imperative. She felt—and witnessed in others—the 
changes even a little hope can bring, such as Propo-
sition 57 which gave prisoners a way to reduce their 
sentences through credit-earning programs. Waiting 
outside a sergeant’s office, she overheard a lieuten-
ant telling the guards, that “you write them up even 
for possession of a paperclip. Any write-up makes 
sure they are not allowed to earn credit. Otherwise, 
you won’t have a job.”
REFORMS TURNED INTO THEIR OPPOSITE 

The very reform meant to help prisoners be-
came an incentive for guards to be even more inhu-
man. They will write you up for the smallest infrac-
tion, provoke fights, put people in isolation, etc., to 
try to convince parole boards that this person is not 
suitable for release. She ended by saying: “While we 
are fighting out here for improving the conditions 
in prison, it’s difficult to predict what impact it will 

have on those inside. And yet, we have to continue 
the fight.”
CHANGING THE SYSTEM

Emile DeWeaver, founder of Prison Renais-
sance, a community of incarcerated artists said: “We 

live in a system that is not designed to change. We face 
the question of how do we work on conditions in an 
ethical way. [Because of] the recently passed reform of 
the felony murder rule, a lot of people are going to be 
free and that’s beautiful. But we are again excluding 
a class of people. In setting up the next victory, we be-
come too short-sighted. We just want another victory.

“Within criminal justice work we want to make 
a just world. But the very structures we use mirror 
those we are trying to dismantle.…

“Take bail reform. Yes, we need to reform the bail 
system. But we got side-tracked, chasing bail bonds-

men, who profit from mass incarceration, and 
we forgot to actually solve the problem! The 
problem was we hold people pre-trial! The fact 
that some are making millions from it is just 
the blood that’s flowing from the wound that 
we still didn’t close. This is not happening be-
cause we don’t care. This is happening because 
we’ve only had one model of power in our life.

“We have to start acknowledging that 
we don’t yet have the imagination to solve 
our problems. Our step one: we have to 
start building the imagination.

…We have to stop waiting for the state or 
the institution to solve the problem it is not 
designed to solve. We can solve it. We can or-
ganize. We can engage the community, engage 
incarcerated people. The system relies on a 
powerless population. So empower the popula-

tion!
“When we improve people’s lives, we actual-

ly connect with them. Important as it is to take 
prisons out of this world, it is not just an act 
of taking them out. Investing in incarcerated 
people is putting ‘in,’ investing in their power.

“Take the right to vote. Invest in incarcerated 
people’s political power.… Give incarcerated people 
economic power, the right to work for whoever they 
want to work for.

“If you have a right to vote, a right to organize, a 
right to work, or not work, you have the same strate-
gies that people in the Civil Rights Movement had 
available to them to at least begin some steps to 
change the way our country operates.

“The system functions because it’s not 
transparent. So work to restore media access to 
incarcerated people. It is now a human right 
to have internet access. If incarcerated people 
had internet access, it would provide more 
transparency.

“We can’t dismantle the prison system without 
incarcerated people. We have to start addressing 
things that are in the way of incarcerated people do-
ing that.

“Policies’ and conditions’ changes assume that 
abolition may be a long way off. Today there are 2.3 
million people suffering. So yes, let’s change condi-
tions. But let’s change them in a way that you take 
step after step after step that is required to actually 
dismantle the system.”

 —U.W.

by Elise
In early January, shortly after the International 

Transgender Day of Remembrance on November 20, 
Transgender people and their supporters protested 
the fact that Pakistan’s broad-reaching Transgender 
human rights bill still has not been implemented 
months after its passage, including a job quota. Pro-
testers also demanded an end to the harassment 
and killings of Transgender people.

*   *   *
Many same-sex couples in Brazil got married 

before newly-elected, Queerphobic President Jair 
Bolsonaro took power. Fascist Bolsonaro said that 
he’s “homophobic with pride,” and promised to re-
turn marriage to being only between one man and 
one woman. Though he may keep that promise via 
executive power, legal experts think Brazil’s Consti-
tution will ensure that same-sex marriage remains 
legal.

*   *   *
Tunisian Nasreddine Shili directed Subutext a 

documentary film about homosexuality, poverty, ill-
ness and drugs in Tunisia’s slums. Critics praised 
its realistic portrayal of Tunisia’s marginalized Gay 
community. Protagonists Abdul Razzak Shahar 
Rzouga and Lotfi Shahar Fanta are homeless lov-
ers who seek to kick their drug addiction and find 
healthcare for Fanta’s hepatitis C. Tunisian audi-
ences were shocked by the documentary that bursts 
taboos.

*   *   *
About 20 Chicago activists protested the remov-

al of Gay teenager Antwan Haywood from the con-
gregation of Powerhouse International Ministries 
by pastor Antonio Rocquemore because of the way 
Antwan was dressed (checkered shirt, black jeans 
and black wedge-heeled boots). While police blocked 
protesters from entering the church, one protesting 
parishioner argued about biblical interpretation of 
homosexuality. Haywood was told by police that he 
was chanting too loudly, though he had determined 
beforehand that the protest would be peaceful and 
it was.

The movie 55 Steps, directed by Bille August, 
tells the story of Eleanor Riese, a mental health pa-
tient, and her court case, which won the right for 
California’s acute, 
competent men-
tally ill patients 
to have informed 
consent about 
their medications. 
This was at a time 
when most of the 
medical commu-
nity considered 
the mentally ill 
to be incompetent 
to direct their 
healthcare and 
some doctors were 
beginning to ad-
vocate for a col-
laborative approach that included patients. 
DISABLED MUST FIGHT FOR RIGHTS

The “55 steps” of the title refer to those Eleanor 
climbed to get to court. She counted them to amelio-
rate her anxiety. We first see Riese, played by Helena 
Bonham Carter, dragged into a room at St. Mary’s 
Hospital, thrown onto a bed and forcibly medicated. 
Later Riese, who lived with chronic paranoid schizo-
phrenia, anxiety and mild mental retardation, plac-
es a phone call requesting a patient’s rights lawyer, 
despite her distrust of lawyers because of a public 
defender who had not listened to her.

Colette Hughes, a former psychiatric 
nurse, played by Hilary Swank, is denied entry 
until she threatens to call the State Board of 
Hospitals. After being persuaded by Hughes to 
take the case, including that there were times 
Riese was medicated simply because she was 
sarcastic, Hughes’ colleague, a professor of 
Constitutional law, Mort Cohen, played by Jef-
frey Tambor, comes on board the case.

During the three court cases, Riese and Hughes 
become friends. We see Riese as warm or obnoxious, 
sometimes hot-tempered or funny, in short a human 
being. Riese persuades Hughes to become less of a 
workaholic.

Riese vs. St. Mary’s Hospital and Medical Cen-
ter goes all the way to the California Supreme Court, 
which refuses to review the lower court’s ruling and 
results in Riese’s victory. She emphasized she want-
ed to win for all who live with mental illness, not 
just herself,
MENTAL ILLNESS IS NOT SHAMEFUL

It is a shame that this movie, which tells a very 
important story, did not get wide distribution. In-
stead, it opened via streaming and then was briefly 
shown in a few movie houses and continues to be 
streamed. 55 Steps can be rented or purchased. 

There is still such a stigma to mental illness 
that people do not feel comfortable talking about it. 
But mental illness needs to be discussed, including 
over the dinner table, if we are ever to truly grapple 
with it and realize the mentally ill are human beings 
with dignity equal to all human beings. That will 
help create a society that includes the mentally ill 
and provides quality healthcare for us. It is my hope, 
along with those associated with the film, that the 
film provokes a broad and powerful movement of and 
for the mentally ill. Eleanor Riese said it best: her 
belief in the “human right to be respected and the 
human duty to treat others with respect.” —Kaitlin

Review of ‘55 Steps’

Impact Justice panelists, from left: Shane Bauer, Terah Lawyer, and Emile DeWeaver.
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filled less-desired assembly line jobs, their absence 
brought production to a halt. 

This strike led to the formation of the Dodge 
Revolutionary Union Movement (DRUM) which in-
terrupted UAW union meetings to introduce their 
demands. When UAW officials would not agree, 
DRUM led another wildcat strike in July. By fall, 
new “RUM” chapters were emerging: workers at 
Detroit’s Eldon Axle plant instituted ELRUM and 
held three wildcat strikes over the next two years. 
Charles Denby, auto worker and first editor of News 
& Letters, wrote in 1970: 

“The UAW had, until the appearance of these 
new caucuses, pretty much eliminated any organized 
opposition—by any means, ethical or unethical. The 
bureaucracy has not really had to give a damn about 
rank-and-file problems in the shop for years. Now 
they are facing some real opposition, from below.”

If GM managers thought they could avoid 
militant workers by relocating themselves amidst 
a seemingly more compliant workforce in the ru-
ral Midwest, they were at least 
partially wrong. By 1975, the 
Lordstown plant’s heavily robotic 
Vega assembly line was the fast-
est in the world. This was the 
crux: the frenetic pace of the work 
and aggressive depersonalization 
of robotic automation soon com-
pelled 7,800 white workers first to 
sabotage the production line and 
eventually to strike for 21 days in 
1972, to be followed by many more 
“human dignity” strikes through-
out the early 1970s.
CAPITALISM’S RUSH TO 
THE BOTTOM

GM now plans to move most 
of the Lordstown production line 
to countries where they can pay 
workers less and keep more of the 
value they produce. Furthermore, 
the threat of moving abroad gives 
GM a weapon against work stop-
pages. There is dire need for building international 
solidarity with Mexican manufacturing workers 
and, for that matter, with Chinese manufacturing 
workers, who went on strike more than 1,700 times 
in 12 months against the wishes of China’s state-run 
unions.

But major U.S. manufacturing unions are 
not even in tune with their own workers, let 
alone with workers around the globe. In Can-
ada, Unifor, the union representing workers 
at the doomed GM plant in Oshawa, Ontario, 
reluctantly followed their members, who 
staged a wildcat sit-down strike against the 
closures last November. The union held a sec-
ond stoppage in early January, as it began to 
try negotiating a reversal of the closure. Dave 
Greenwood, a 30-year veteran at GM, said his 
coworkers were “crying in the plant. They’re 
frustrated. We’ve been loyal GM customers, 
loyal GM employees and there’s just no loyalty 
back.”

That “disloyalty” is also evident in GM’s heavy 
investment in automation. Karl Marx theorized in 
Capital that only the human labor power “crystal-
lized” in a given commodity determines that com-
modity’s value. The workers who run the machine, 
the robotic arm, the self-driving truck, continue to 
sell their labor power for less than the value of what 
they produced. Automation reduces the labor time 
that is socially necessary to produce a commodity, 
thereby reducing the commodity’s value. Companies 
like GM are then left with fewer workers to extract 
surplus labor from, but they keep trying to extract 
more and more value from each of them through in-
creased production per worker per day.

This trend drags down the rate of profit, leading 
to collapse in productive investment and business 
failures. All attempts to make workers work harder, 
faster and longer for less and less pay—or to cut 
costs by throwing workers onto the street—become 
amplified once the overall rate of capital accumula-
tion collapses on a global scale, as in 1929 or 2008. 
ONLY LABOR CREATES SURPLUS VALUE

No amount of skewing even more wealth to the 
capitalist can negate the fact that capital is driven 
to eliminate living labor from the process. GM’s clo-
sures come after a $49.5 billion bailout by the Obama 
administration when GM faced bankruptcy after the 
2008 economic collapse, and they come after Trump 
and Congress gave a collective $1.5 trillion tax cut 
to the corporate world. These taxpayer gifts were 
not primarily reinvested in capital expenditures to 
create promised new jobs; what did go into reinvest-
ment often went toward automation that eliminated 
or will eliminate jobs.

Fueled by the tax giveaway, stock buy-
backs to bolster stock prices exceeded $1 tril-
lion in 2018. GM itself spent nearly $14 bil-

lion on stock buybacks. Whereas before 1998 
nearly half of business investment went into 
industrial equipment and material expansion 
of facilities, that kind of investment now only 
accounts for 29%.

Workers are aware that nobody at the top is 
sharing the wealth. Accordingly, the magnitude of 
work stoppages shot up in 2018. When thousands 
of West Virginia teachers faced a 1% raise propos-
al, which, after inflation, would have amounted 
to a salary cut amidst the most lucrative investor 
economy ever seen, they fought for and received an 
inflation-neutral raise of 2.5%. They bucked the Na-
tional Education Association and American Federa-
tion of Teachers unions, organized via Facebook, and 
walked off the job en masse. The spontaneous walk-
outs spread to Oklahoma, Kentucky, and Arizona—
more than 80,000 teachers received raises in line 
with inflation where they otherwise wouldn’t have. 
Elsewhere in the education sector, Acero teachers 
in Chicago became the first charter school teachers 
ever to strike. (See “Charter teachers win,” p. 3.)

Discontent with prolonged 
wage stagnation and job insta-
bility as the rich get richer was 
felt perhaps most strongly in 
the service sector. A citywide 
hotel workers’ strike in Chicago 
last autumn spread nationwide 
among Marriott workers. Hotel 
employee Q. Rivers told the news 
website Curbed: “I still need my 
diabetes medication when I’m 
laid off… they work us like dogs 
when it’s busy and then kick us 
to the curb in the winter.” 

Healthcare workers went on 
strike at UCLA hospital and at 
California hospitals run by Kai-
ser Permanente, where fewer and 
fewer employees take on more 
work for less pay. Monica Mar-
tinez, a nurse’s assistant, has to 
work two jobs to keep up with the 
cost of living. She told the L.A. 
Times: “I try to schedule outings, 

quality time with my grandchildren…but it’s always 
quality time—and never quantity.”
WORLD ECONOMIC WEAKNESS

As storm clouds loom over the economy, workers 
in ever more precarious positions have a lot to lose. 
Even the investor class is nervous as Trump wages 
trade war and drags out a record government shut-
down, heedless of the workers’ and contractors’ lives 
being ruined. He begins the second half of his term 
with no permanent chief of staff, attorney general, 
secretary of defense, interior secretary, EPA admin-
istrator, or ambassador to the UN. Internationally, 
the United Kingdom faces the prospect of a hard 
Brexit, Italy and Germany are on the brink of reces-
sion, and China’s growth has slowed painfully. 

The weakness led to the deepest stock mar-
ket fall since the global financial crash in 2008. 
The interest rate on government bonds fell be-
low the Fed’s prime borrower rate for the first 
time since 2006, indicating that these “safe” 
investments (U.S. bonds) are suddenly in high 
demand. Standard and Poor’s rated the global 
issuance of leveraged loans in 2017 at over $700 
billion, which for the first time exceeded the 
pre-crash 2007 level. The 2018 total went down 
to just a hair below the 2007 level.

Even if a U.S. recession is not immediately in 
the cards, Trump is working heedlessly to stack 
the deck. The government shutdown, which he said 
could last a whole year, has left 800,000 govern-
ment workers without pay, even though half are still 
forced to work. An unknown number will be evicted, 
and many contractors are going unpaid the way con-
tractors for the Trump Organization did. Food stamp 
money runs out in February, and the USDA program 
designed to compensate U.S. farmers for lost income 
resulting from the US-China trade tariffs is also on 
hold. Absent a diplomatic breakthrough, these tar-
iffs are set to increase from 10% to 25% on March 2. 
U.S. manufacturers are in frantic competition with 
their own suppliers and customers to stick some oth-
er company with the tariff premium.

As seen in previous economic downturns, 
they also pass the pinch down to low-wage 
workers, who cannot pass it any further. To ac-
cept “We’re capitalists, that’s just the way it is,” 
the immortal words of Speaker of the House 
Nancy Pelosi, would be to concede that work-
ers must submit to the dictates of capital’s self-
expansion at their expense, rather than taking 
control of their own activity.

The capitalist perspective on reality has no 
concern for the conditions of life and labor of the or-
dinary worker, whether it is for the environmental 
impact on human beings and the earth itself, or for 
creating jobs with a living wage. Our times, as never 
before, demand addressing auto and other workers’ 
persistent concern: a work life fit for humans.

Trump attacks, workers strike back
continued from p. 1

Prisoners endangered

Sacramento, Calif.—On Dec. 14 families of prison-
ers and supporters held a rally in front of the Califor-
nia Department of Corrections and rehabilitation’s 
(CDCr) headquarters against the CDCr-induced vio-
lence that many of their loved ones are experiencing.
PROBLEM IS OF CDCr’s OWN MAKING

The violent gang environment in prison was cre-
ated in large part by CDCr’s own policies, which set 
prisoners against each other along racial lines. In 
a procedure completely discredited by the prisoners’ 
own mass movement based on an “Agreement to End 
Hostilities,” CDCr exacerbated the gang problem by 
incentivizing snitching. 

To get out of solitary, the infamous Inter-
nal Gang Investigators demanded information 
to use against other prisoners without regard 
to its validity. CDCr “protected” their growing 
snitch population by placing them in Special 
Needs Yards (SNY).

The SNY population grew. Recently, CDCr 
started reintegrating those prisoners. Their pilot 
program, almost entirely voluntary, was reasonably 
successful. Prisoners can work out their differences 
given a chance. 

What we were protesting was the deplor-
able escalation of violence when the reintegra-
tion program became no longer voluntary.

Ruthie, a member of Inmate Family Council 
(IFC) at Avenal Prison, recounted an IFC meeting 
where the plan was presented to families. Almost 
immediately prisoners reported incidents. The only 
way large-scale violence was prevented there was 
that the SNY prisoners refused to go. They are locked 
up in ad-seg for refusal, but they are not budging.
DELIBERATE INDIFFERENCE

The families call it “deliberate indifference. 
They are intentionally putting inmates’ lives at 
risk.” What can we do? Ruthie asked that prisoners 
forward to her copies of their write-ups (called 115s). 
Some of those include pictures of the injuries, which 
are very graphic.

At another facility, Norco, the forced reintegra-
tion resulted in riots, stabbings, and fires being set. 
You could hear prisoners screaming for help from 
across the street. Family members’ persistence in 
demanding answers from the prison halted reinte-
gration there for a time. But when Norco reintegrat-
ed again, a family member reported their loved one 
had his nose, eye-socket and ribs broken. He now has 
a spinal injury and is in a wheelchair.

The whole SNY setup is unsustainable. General 
population prisoners from Wasco were told they were 
being transferred upstate. Instead they were bused 
to North Kern prison’s SNY. There the warden met 
them and assured them that the SNY population did 
not want any problems, they were safe. But as they 
were going to the yard, the SNY prisoners lined up 
along the fence and started calling them out. 

Protocol in such cases is to close down the 
yard. Instead the call went out over the loud-
speakers that all prisoners had to report to 
the yard. The more than 30 prisoners were at-
tacked by the entire SNY population. They were 
beaten with locks, had their heads split open, 
and were stabbed. They also received 115s for 
“participating in a riot” and were put in ad-seg.

As the Agreement to End Hostilities proves, 
prisoners are reaching for new human relations 
among themselves, asserting themselves indepen-
dently of their guard-overlords. Solidarity among 
and with prisoners is the only way out of the mass 
incarceration nightmare. —Urszula Wislanka
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Striking Chicago hotel worker, Sept. 2018.

American Civilization on 
Trial: 
Black Masses as
Vanguard 
by Raya 
Dunayevskaya

Contains 4 writings 
by Charles Denby,   
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Caucuses in 
the Unions”              
To order see p. 7
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Readers: We want to hear 
from you! Write or email!  See 

contact information, p. 9.

reminded the world in January that he had called 
for a “Green New Deal” in a 2007 column. He pres-
ents it as a technological revolution driven by gov-
ernment regulation, taxes and “the market,” adding, 
“I am a green capitalist….I wanted to recast green 
as geostrategic, capitalistic, economical, innovative 
and patriotic.”

The phrase was 
quickly picked up by 
Barack Obama’s presi-
dential campaign as well 
as the 2008 book The 
Green Collar Economy by 
Van Jones, who later be-
came President Obama’s 
Special Advisor for 
Green Jobs. Like Fried-
man, Jones conceived it 
as a government initia-
tive in partnership with 
“the market.”

While the idea went 
nowhere in the Obama administration, the state-
capitalist treatment did not kill it forever. Hundreds 
of young people with the Sunrise Movement held 
sit-ins at about-to-be Speaker of the House Nancy 
Pelosi’s office in November and December calling for 
a green new deal. Many of them were high school 
students. Self-described democratic socialist Al-

The Green not-so-great New DealYOUTH IN ACTION
by Buddy Bell

Peking University students from the universi-
ty’s Marxist Society held a street protest to support 
their detained club president on Dec. 28. They were 
immediately grabbed by police and faculty members 
and dragged inside a school building and out of pub-
lic view. One student ended up with a deep gash over 
the backs of his fingers. The South China Morning 
Post reports that the university handpicked 32 new 
members to stack the society with party loyalists. 
Official crackdowns began to escalate after the stu-
dents dared to put Marxism into practice, helping 
industrial workers in Guangdong organize an inde-
pendent union over the summer.

*   *   *
Student workers at Grinnell College in Iowa vot-

ed overwhelmingly in November to be represented 
by the Union of Grinnell Student Dining Workers, 
which will expand to include all paid jobs performed 
by students. The college has pledged to ask the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board to block the election, 
claiming student workers are not employees. In re-
sponse, students protested on their campus Dec. 7. 
The union website states: “Grinnell has a student 
‘employment’ office… we are ‘employees’ on Grin-
nell’s tax forms. But why, when we want to unionize, 
are we suddenly not employees?” Even if Grinnell 
wins its appeal to the NLRB, that would not pre-
clude students from coordinating labor actions inde-
pendently.

*   *   *
In an update from this Nov.-Dec. column, three 

teenage girls in Australia who held a school strike 
to demand government action on climate change 
have inspired thousands more students to further 
strikes through November and December. By press 
time, students in 270 towns and cities in Japan, 
the United Kingdom, the U.S., and Belgium have 
participated in the “Strike 4 Climate Action.” The 
three girls were moved to act after they read about a 
climate protest by Greta Thunburg of Sweden, who 
said she was inspired by students in the U.S. who 
staged massive walkouts for tougher gun control. In 
Sydney, 14-year-old Jean Hinchliffe told a crowd of 
students: “This is our first strike. Our first action. 
And it is just the beginning. And we’ll keep doing it 
until something is done.”

continued from p. 1 exandria Ocasio-Cortez stopped by to support the 
sit-ins and maintain her position as the green new 
deal’s standard-bearer in Congress. The age-old illu-
sion that the Democratic Party can be pulled toward 
socialism once again gave that capitalist party the 
opportunity to co-opt it.
GREEN PUNDITS UNDERWHELM 

Consider Naomi Klein’s 
Nov. 27 article in The In-
tercept titled, “The Game-
Changing Promise of a 
Green New Deal.” It is a 
paean to the “leadership” of 
newly elected members of 
Congress, “a critical mass 
of politicians in power” who 
have supposedly created a 
“clear and credible political 
pathway that could get us 
to safety” based on the pro-
posal for a Congressional 
committee to put out draft 
legislation in early 2020 to 

influence that year’s elections. That’s right: a com-
mittee! Draft legislation that won’t be passed! To 
provide a campaign issue!

Even that was too much for the party, led by Pe-
losi. She substituted a revived committee to study 
climate change instead of a green new deal, with 
limited powers. And she rejected the demand by 
the movement, echoed by Ocasio-Cortez, to exclude 
members who had received donations from the fos-
sil fuel industry. Having received $73,000 in such 
donations, the new committee head, Kathy Castor, 
parroted the industry line that such exclusion would 
violate “free speech,” meaning the freedom of corpo-
rations to buy the government.

However, posing the transition to a new 
economy as a green new deal already contains 
the seeds of co-optation. Whether touted by a 
capitalist booster (Friedman), a social demo-
crat (Ocasio-Cortez and Klein), or a former 
“revolutionary” (Van Jones), the idea remains 
a state-driven revolution from above that sub-
stitutes for true social revolution from below.

Let’s correct the rewriting of history about what 
the original 1930s New Deal really was. Just when 
the system was threatened by the unrest of workers 
and their disbelief in the rationality of the system, 
the New Deal was put forward to ameliorate the peo-
ple’s suffering through state intervention and plan-
ning without changing the relations in production. 
NEW DEAL DIVERSION FROM REVOLUTION

The green new deal represents exactly that 
kind of diversion from the needed social revolution. 
That is even true for those who want to appropriate 
it for “ecosocialism,” such as Democratic Socialists 
of America member Richard Smith. In “An Ecoso-
cialist Path to Limiting Global Temperature Rise 
to 1.5°,” published by System Change Not Climate 
Change, he proposes “a monumental mobilization 
around this Green New Deal and around fossil fuel 
nationalization” to carry out “a strategy of rationally 
planned, democratically managed, wind-down and 
phase-out of fossil fuels and a coordinated transition 
to renewable energy that avoids economic collapse 
and guarantees reemployment for the affected work-
ers….The only way to effect the phase-out of fossil fu-
els without precipitating economic collapse is for the 
government to nationalize the companies so we can 
dismantle them and redeploy their capital and labor 
with as little economic pain as possible….We do not 
call for expropriation. We propose a government buy-
out at fair value….” 

The vision remains within capitalism. 
What he keeps coming back to is State Plan, 
State Plan, State Plan, plus nationalization, 
as if that is what socialism means. As if we 
have learned nothing from the never-men-
tioned state-capitalist regimes like China and 
the USSR that called themselves Communist, 
other than adding the phrase “democratically 
managed” to “planning.” And that democra-
cy is so feeble that he touts the existing U.S. 
“regulation of public utilities” as “a working 
prototype”!

Just as the green new deal’s proponents glide 
over the history of the New Deal’s diversion from 
revolution, they fail to ask why the New Deal, and 
the whole Keynesian project, were tossed out by 
capitalism after its global economic crisis of the mid-
1970s. They mention neoliberalism as if it were sim-
ply an ideology that mysteriously took over. There is 
no thought that capitalism turned to this restruc-
turing because it became mired in a deep, prolonged 
crisis from which Keynesianism could not rescue it. 

And here we are again today, with fascism on 
the rise because post-Keynesian economic interven-
tions also failed to rescue capitalism. It’s time to 
learn history’s actual lesson, that capitalism will 
throw all of humanity down into the pit of war, fas-
cism and climate chaos if we don’t abolish it instead 
of trying to revitalize it with new deals and plans.

The Left press and many others have been com-
menting on this important date: Jan. 1, 1959, the 
day that Batista was overthrown. The great difficul-
ty is that the focus has been far too narrow: 

1.  The Cuban Revolution was a Great Divide 
for Latin America, particularly in it dealing a sharp 
blow to U.S. imperialism. 

At the same time, it must not be forgotten 
that Fidel Castro, Guevara Che, and the Cuban 
masses carried out the revolution independent 
of, and in fact in opposition to, official “Com-
munism,” including the Cuban Communist 
Party that had cooperated with the Batista 
dictatorship. The colors of the revolution were 
battle green, not red; and the view was of hu-
manism. Russia was nowhere around.

2.  On this 60th anniversary, much of the Left 
has not seriously grappled with the crucial question: 
“What Happens After ‘the Revolution’?” Yes, the 
U.S. has for some six decades sought to destroy and 
isolate the Revolution, and that imperialism must 
continue to be resisted. Cuba has fought valiantly to 
survive. The Cubans took important steps forward 
in their health system and in education. But is that 
the total answer to the question of what happens af-
ter? 

What about the limitation of living in a 
one-party state? Isn’t authentic socialism—as 
opposed to state-capitalism—built on partici-
patory democracy from below? What about an 
economy dictated from on high, not decided 
collectively from below? Was it so necessary 
for Fidel and company to tie Cuba to Russia’s 
state-capitalism, and thus become entrapped 
in the extreme dangers of the Cold War to sur-
vive (Cuban Missile Crisis, etc.)?

3.  Today at 60, it is for the Cuban masses to 
decide—from below, and without imperialist inter-
ference from outside—how they can recoup the spirit 
and revolutionary vision of their authentic Revolu-
tion and make it a reality for the present moment. 
New beginnings are never more needed.

—Eugene Walker

by Tim Finnigan
In December, Trump’s reactionary Secretary of 

Education, Betsy DeVos, led the drive to rescind fed-
eral guidelines ensuring that students with disabili-
ties and minority students not face unfair discipline. 
Denise Marshall of the Council of Parent Attorneys 
and Advocates said that “DeVos has communicated 
to our nation’s children with disabilities and chil-
dren of color that they are not valuable and that the 
negative, disparate experiences they face at school 
do not matter.”

*   *   *
Japan plans to use the summer 2020 Para-

lympic Games as an impetus toward making Tokyo 
hotels and public transportation more accessible. 
This would also benefit Japan’s aging population. 
The Paralympic Games began in London in 1948 
as a competition for disabled British war veterans. 
The first official Games were held in Rome in 1960, 
with athletes from 23 nations, and have grown to 
represent over 100 nations since then. They are held 
parallel to the Olympic Games. American gymnast 
George Eyser, who had a prosthetic leg, won three 
gold and two silver medals at the 1904 Summer 
Olympics held in St. Louis, Missouri.

*   *   *
Disability Rights UK and other organizations 

have released reports that show only 7% of British 
homes can be classed as accessible. The UK’s Dis-
ability Discrimination Act forbids discriminating 
against current tenants or prospective disabled ten-
ants. Activists have called for more accessible hous-
ing to be built, while builders have resisted, claim-
ing this would lower their profits. However, a U.S. 
study cited by author Jane Sandwood in Accessibil-
ity News International found that homes with acces-
sible features like ramps and wider hallways are ac-
tually more profitable and are popular with families 
with children and aging parents.

*   *   *
About 8.8 million people depend on Social Secu-

rity Disability Insurance. In 2017, over 10,000 people 
died while on the disability insurance waiting list. 
Applications have increased 16% over the last de-
cade as the baby boom generation ages. At the same 
time, the Social Security Administration budget has 
fallen by 11%. When approved, the average benefit is 
less than $1,200 per month, while the poverty level 
is considered to be $1,010 per month. Even this can 
be difficult to attain. One woman with fibromyalgia, 
spinal stenosis, diabetes, high blood pressure and 
depression told the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel how 
she was turned down twice: “They sent me a letter 
that I wasn’t disabled.”

*   *   *
A “mystery shopper” experiment conducted by 

professors at Columbia University and the Universi-
ty of Florida found that charter schools were 7% less 
likely than public schools to respond to application 
enquiries regarding disabled students. The study 
included 6,452 schools in 29 states and the District 
of Columbia. According to professor Isaac McFarlin 
Jr., the study “raises the question of whether high-
performing charter schools are successful in part 
because they screen out the costliest-to-educate stu-
dents from their applicant pools.” The researchers 
hope to create a dialogue that fosters equal access.

The Cuban revolution: 
a great divide
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On Dec. 11, 2018, demonstrators for the Sunrise Movement 
block the entrance to Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi’s 
California office.

Sunrise Movement
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Who We Are And What We Stand For
News and Letters Committees is an 

organization of Marxist-Humanists. It has 
always stood for the abolition of capitalism, 
both in its private property form as in the 
U.S., and in its state property form calling 
itself Communist, which appeared as the 
Russian Revolution was transformed into 
its opposite. That retrogression anticipated 
the next stage of development—the age of 
state-capitalism. We stand for a society of 
new human relations, what Marx called a 
new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation—activities 
which signaled a new movement from prac-
tice that was itself a form of theory. News 
& Letters was created so that the voices of 
revolt could be heard unseparated from the 
articulation of a philosophy of liberation.

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist-
Humanism, was Chairwoman of News and 
Letters Committees from its founding to 
1987. Charles Denby (1907–1983), a Black 
rank-and-file autoworker, author of Indig-
nant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal, was edi-
tor of the paper from 1955 to 1983. 

The articulation of the relationship be-
tween the movement from practice which 
is itself a form of theory and the movement 
from theory to philosophy is reflected in 
Dunayevskaya’s three major works.

Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 un-
til Today (1958), established the American 
roots of Marxism while presenting a com-
prehensive attack on present-day Commu-
nism, which is a form of state-capitalism. It 
re-established Marxism in its original form 
as “a thorough-going Naturalism or Human-
ism,” while pointing to the new Humanist 
philosophy expressed by the working class. 
It presented history and theory as emanat-
ing from the movement from practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to 
Sartre and from Marx to Mao (1973), writ-
ten after the failed revolts of the 1960s, ar-
ticulated the integrality of philosophy and 
revolution as the characteristic of the age 
and, tracing it historically, caught the link of 
continuity with the Humanism of Marx. As 
against the vanguard party, the integration of 
dialectics and organization reflects the revo-
lutionary maturity of the age and the passion 
for a philosophy of liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and 
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (1982) ex-

plores Marx’s body of ideas from his discov-
ery of a continent of thought and of revo-
lution in his youth to the “new moments” 
of his last decade. Written for our time of 
revolutions in developing countries, the 
rise of the international women’s liberation 
movement, and global economic crisis, it 
reveals the absolute challenge to make real 
Marx’s “revolution in permanence” as the 
determinant for the relationship of theory 
and practice and as ground for organization.

These works spell out the philosoph-
ic ground of Marx’s Humanism. American 
Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard 
(1963, 1983) concretizes it on the American 
scene and shows the two-way freedom road 
between the U.S. and Africa.

In 1989 News and Letters Commit-
tees published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 
philosophic breakthrough—her two letters 
on Hegel’s Absolutes—and her 1987 Pre-
sentation on the Dialectics of Organization 
and Philosophy in The Philosophic Moment of 
Marxist-Humanism. 

This body of ideas challenges all those 
desiring freedom to transcend the limita-
tions of post-Marx Marxism. In light of the 
crises of our nuclear-armed world, climate 
change, and failed revolutions, it becomes 

imperative not only to reject what is, but 
to further work out the revolutionary Hu-
manist future inherent in the present. The 
recreation of Marx’s philosophy as Marxist-
Humanism is recorded in Dunayevskaya’s 
archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection—
Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its World 
Development, deposited at Wayne State Uni-
versity in Detroit and available to all.

We aim to continue to develop 
Marxist-Humanism and make it available 
to all who struggle for freedom. In oppos-
ing this capitalist, racist, sexist, heterosex-
ist, class-ridden society, we have adopted a 
committee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party “to lead.” 

We participate in all class and freedom 
struggles, nationally and internationally. As 
our Constitution states: 

“It is our aim…to promote the firm-
est unity among workers, Blacks and other 
minorities, women, youth and those intel-
lectuals who have broken with the ruling 
bureaucracy of both capital and labor.” We 
do not separate mass activities from the ac-
tivity of thinking. 

Send for a free copy of the Constitution 
of News and Letters Committees or see it 
on our website: www.newsandletters.org. 
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WORLD   VIEWIN

Sudan’s President Omar al-Bashir has held 
power since 1989. In this time he has been guilty 
of war crimes, sometimes amounting to genocide, as 
in the case of the Zaghawa, Masalit, and Fur eth-
nic groups in Darfur, and the peoples of the Nuba 
mountains. 

He is considered a wanted fugitive by the Inter-
national Criminal Court.

His rule is being challenged by nationwide pro-
tests that began Dec. 19. The first protests took place 
in Atbara over the tripling of the price of bread. In 
fact, everything is increasing in price in a country 
suffering 70% inflation. Sudan has never recovered 
from the loss of oil revenue caused by the indepen-
dence of South Sudan. But the passion underlying 
the demonstrations is for freedom.
‘FREEDOM! FREEDOM!’

The protests have brought out diverse groups 
from across Sudanese society, from soccer fans to the 
Sudanese Association of Professionals.

As Khartoum resident Mujtaba Musa stat-
ed, “If the protests were only about economic 
issues then people would have stopped partici-
pating in them after the government declared 
they would bring the price of bread back 
down.”

Amira Osman, also in Khartoum, said “We are 
dying from starvation, lack of healthcare...We might 
as well die by the regime’s bullets.”

Dozens have been killed and hundreds arrested 
in the mass demonstrations that have continued and 
intensified, growing to include Leftist and religious 
groups, women’s organizations, and youth. Popular 
chants include “Freedom! Peace! Justice!” and “Rev-
olution is the people’s choice!”

Most popular is simply a call for Bashir to re-
sign: “Down, that’s all!

The regime has responded by clamping down on 
the internet, mobilizing its brutal security services, 

by Gerry Emmett
For long years, the regional “war” between 

Saudi Arabia and Iran remained a matter of rheto-
ric, largely for internal 
consumption. The Arab 
Spring uprisings changed 
all that, by posing an ex-
istential threat to their 
reactionary regimes.

As a result, Yemen 
has been utterly devas-
tated by the sectarian 
proxy war these powers 
imposed on it following 
the overthrow of dicta-
tor Ali Abdullah Saleh in 
2012.

Many thousands 
have been killed—as 
in Syria, there is no ac-
curate number because the UN stopped count-
ing. Some observers estimate 50,000 dead. 
Thousands more have died of malnutrition 
and epidemic disease.

The country’s health care system has collapsed. 
Up to 16 million people face hunger every day.

Yemen’s civil society organizations, represent-
ing the revolutionary hopes of 2011, have presented 

Yemen torn by poverty, imperialism 
humane terms for a peace agreement. The state 
powers and non-state actors dependent upon them 
have their own ideas, and this latter is what was ne-
gotiated between the Iran-supported Houthi rebels 

and the Saudi-supported Ye-
meni government in Sweden 
in December.
A WORLD OF PAIN

The limited, but wel-
come, agreement included 
a withdrawal of forces from 
the Houthi-occupied port city 
of Hodeidah, entry point for 
most food and humanitarian 
aid; an exchange of prison-
ers; and a statement of un-
derstanding on the devastat-
ed city of Taiz.

Despite the agree-
ment, in recent days 16 

Houthi troops have been killed in Taiz. The 
“withdrawal” from Hodeidah has consisted 
mainly of a change of uniforms. The Houthis 
have reneged on releasing prisoners—includ-
ing women and civilian journalists. Local mili-
tias financed by the United Arab Emirates have 
continued to operate outside the framework of 
any central authority, sometimes incorporat-

ing or allying with elements of al-Qaeda.
Most ominous, perhaps, was a Houthi drone 

strike on a Yemeni government military parade that 
killed its intelligence head. 

Drones have become a new factor in war, 
whether in the U.S.’s deadly high tech version 
or in the homemade reconnaissance drones 
used in Syria.

Here we see a combination of these cheaper 
drones with the Improvised Explosive Devices used 
to deadly effect in Iraq and Afghanistan. This will 
not remain confined to Yemen. 

and calling on its remaining supporters to attend 
pro-government rallies. In his speeches to these ral-
lies Bashir has made a point of thanking his inter-
national patrons, China (the biggest investor in Su-
dan), Russia, and Qatar. However, these are only his 
most open allies. 

Despite a public distance the U.S. and other 
powers haven’t minded using this genocidal war 
criminal for their own geostrategic purposes. In 
that sense, also, the Sudanese protests really have a 
world significance. 
THE DIRTY WORK OF IMPERIALISM

Bashir’s disgrace was useful to the powers that 
want to rehabilitate the genocidal Assad regime in 
Syria. Bashir was flown via Russian jet to Damas-
cus, Dec. 18, as a covert representative of Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates, to 
meet with Assad and call for his regime to be wel-
comed back to the Arab League.

It isn’t the first service Bashir has provided 
to the Gulf states rulers. He has provided soldiers 
(including child soldiers from Darfur) and planes to 
support the Saudi coalition forces in Yemen.

It should be noted that Bashir has already 
attended a summit with Trump in Saudi Ara-
bia, and that the U.S. subsequently dropped 
sanctions against his regime.

The Sudanese people’s struggle is humanity’s 
struggle. It is best to end with the clearsighted 
words of poet Emtithal Mahmoud. She wrote:

They talk about the numbers as if this isn’t still 
happening,

As if 500,000 didn’t just die in Syria,
As if 3,000 aren’t still making their final stand
At the bottom of the Mediterranean,
As if there aren’t entire volumes full of factsheets 

about our genocide and now
You want me to write one?

Protesters in Sana’a on 4 April 2011, during the early stages of 
the Yemeni Revolution.

Sudan rises against genocidal Bashir

The uprising of the gilets jaunes (Yellow Vests) 
against French President Emmanuel Macron bears 
no comparison to the revolutionary events of 1789, 
or 1968, as some have claimed. It is a movement en-
tirely of our time, with all its brutal contradictions.

It broke out Nov. 17 when hundreds of thou-
sands of protesters, wearing the yellow vests French 
drivers are required to have, blocked roads and fuel 
depots across the country in opposition to a proposed 
fuel tax hike. Protests spread to Paris, where Ma-
cron’s Elysee Palace was placed on lockdown.

Police have responded brutally, with 15 
people losing eyes to rubber bullets deliber-
ately fired at head level at close range. 

Macron was forced to “delay” implementation 
of his tax hike. In other concessions, he promised 
to raise minimum wages by 100 euros per month, 
cancel tax increases for poor pensioners, and make 
overtime pay and year-end bonuses tax free.
CONTRADICTIONS IN THE MOVEMENT

These economic demands are supportable. But 
the movement has also been tinged with racism, in-
cluding attacks on Black supporters of Macron as 
“non-French,” anti-Semitic claims that Macron is a 
“tool of the Jews,” and turning over immigrants to 
the police. 

There have also been attacks on journal-
ists, who have been forced to travel with se-
curity guards while covering demonstrations. 
Most Yellow Vests appear to have voted for 
either Far Rightist Marine Le Pen or dubious 
“Left populist” Jean-Luc Melenchon, with both 
courting the movement.

The yellow vest symbol spread to other coun-
tries in just as contradictory a fashion. In Belgium, 
Germany, Finland, the UK, and Canada anti-immi-
gration groups adopted it. As far away as Taiwan 
it was used to symbolize economic demands. This is 
the unity and brutal disunity of our time.
REMAKING THE EUROPEAN UNION

Italy’s Far Right “populist” Deputy Prime Min-
ister Matteo Salvini praised the Yellow Vests and 
sees them as potential allies in his plan to remake 
the European Union with Italy and Poland as lead-
ing forces replacing France and Germany.

Macron represents the European Union’s 
technocratic elite. He owed his initial success 
to not being Le Pen or Melenchon. In the end 
he may be consumed by the contradictions 
they and their supporters represent. 

When French Interior Minister Gerard Collomb 
resigned in October, he said of Macron: “In Greece 
there is the word hubris. It is the curse of the gods. 
You get too sure of yourself, and think you will sweep 
everything before you. There’s the saying, ‘The gods 
blind those they want to strike down.’”
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