
Children thrown into walls, subject to painful 
physical restraints, confinement in dark closets, 

sweltering or freez-
ing cold cells, no bed-
ding save a foil sheet 
that can be taken 

away as collective punishment, medical neglect, 
forced injections, no fruits or vegetables, no ability 
to wash, no diapers, induced miscarriage, minors 
housed with adult strangers, sexual predation by 
staff, inconsistent background checks of employees, 
and strip searches. These are among the horrors 
that Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
continues to exact upon women, men, and children 
after they cross the border. 
ICE—TERRORISTS AND TORTURERS 

People in 700 U.S. cities, fed up with abuses of 
immigrants in detention and the repeated threats 
of raids, manifested in street marches July 12-15. 
At least 5,000 marched through downtown Chicago 
to ICE headquarters chanting “Abolish ICE!” At 
an ICE facility in Aurora, Colo., 2,000 people held 
a candlelight vigil under the campaign “Lights for 
Liberty.” Fifty people were arrested in Manhattan 
when they blocked the intersection of 5th Avenue 
and 42nd Street.

Youth activist Daniela Alulema told the North 
Jersey Record: “Raids didn’t happen to the scale [we] 
were expecting, but just the fear of knowing it could 
happen really terrorizes and traumatizes people.”

Trump and his administration see an advantage 
to stoking fear in segments of the population while 
demoralizing the rest by demonstrating the supposed 
futility of their voices. It’s a method of usurping and 
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by Robert Taliaferro
When Tony Evers ran for governor of Wisconsin 

in 2018, he made the standard promises that politi-
cians make to their core supporters, a large number 
of whom were looking for substantial state prison 
reform. One of Evers’ main promises was to reduce 
the prison population of Wisconsin by at least half.

Other Evers’ prison-oriented campaign pledges 
were to end solitary confinement, mandatory mini-
mums and crimeless revocations of parolees, and to 
consider reinstating clemency in the state, a process 
that the former governor of Wisconsin terminated.
PROMISES BROKEN, LIVES PUT ON HOLD

In November 2018, when Evers was elected, a 
bright moment flashed within the cells of Wiscon-
sin’s overcrowded prisons. Prisoners and advocates 
for prison reform felt they were one step closer to 
achieving change within Wisconsin’s decades-long 
policy of mass incarceration. They knew change 
could not happen overnight, but for the first time in 
30 years there seemed to be hope.

While over 30 states around the country 
have made substantial efforts to actually re-
duce their prison populations, Wisconsin—at 
its current rate of growth—is on track to incar-
cerate 25,000 people in about two years. The 
state’s current prison population is around 
23,000.

Even though Evers campaigned to reduce Wis-
consin’s prison population by half, his first budget 
proposed that 400 additional prison beds be added 
to the state’s already bloated prison infrastructure; 
adding a 144-bed barracks to a women’s correctional 
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Hong Kong masses fight 
rulers’ grab for power

Readers of News & Letters know that we are liv-
ing in extreme times. The very earth we live on is 
in peril, animals and plants are becoming extinct in 
unprecedented numbers. Animals don’t just disap-
pear; they suffer first, from heat, thirst, starvation, 
bewilderment. They could be a vision of humanity’s 
future. At the same time, neo-fascism is spreading 
at a horrifying speed across the globe—from the U.S. 
to Egypt, from Hungary to Brazil and from India 
to Turkey. Donald Trump is the personification of 
these horrors. He not only refuses to recognize the 
existential crises facing humanity but, through his 
racist, sexist, anti-immigrant, anti-LGBTQ+, con-
tempt for people with disabilities, and his lovefest 
with every capitalist tyrant in existence, fuels the 
flames of hatred and division. 

News & Letters fights this dystopian reali-
ty, not with another vanguard party, not with a 
part of the left who willingly allows a genocide 
to take place in front of their faces for years 
in Syria, not with any halfway measures that 
try—and always fail—to reform capitalism; 
but with a philosophy of liberation that recog-
nizes that a solution has to be based in those 
human beings who, at this very moment, are 
fighting for their freedom and for new human 
relations.

Every issue shows this truth. In this issue the 
lead article traces the tremendous desire for free-
dom from the masses in Hong Kong; the essay on 
“Socialism and ecology” directly takes up the ecologi-
cal crisis of today’s world and what needs to be done 

to transform it. Our editorial on the attack on immi-
grants warns that the white supremacist mantra of 
‘“We’ll be coming for you’ begins with immigrants of 
color but will not end there.” 

But we can’t do it alone. News & Letters 
needs your help to survive and keep growing. 

Trump’s tariffs have been a blow to our finances 
as the cost of paper has skyrocketed and promises to 
go even higher. Now our paper costs more to print 
and the special envelopes we need to send N&L to 
our many, many prisoner subscribers have doubled 
in price. At the same time office rent, postage, and 
every other necessity continue to increase. 

We take no paid ads, we receive no money from 
any government, foundation or business. All our in-
come comes from sales of our literature and dona-
tions from members and friends of News and Letters 
Committees. Can you help us meet the challenge in 
the coming year as we fight to create a new human 
world? Any and all donations are welcome. Help 
make sure News & Letters can continue to publish 
when so many other papers have fallen by the way-
side. 

Help News & Letters survive and thrive

by Bob McGuire
The mass movement that began in June to block 

a proposed extradition bill, which could send resi-
dents of Hong Kong to face pre-determined injustice 
before Beijing courts, has only broadened in the face 
of government intransigence 
and police brutality. Instead of 
protest fatigue, police and gov-
ernment attacks have fueled on-
going marches that three times 
have brought more than a mil-
lion people into the streets.

A demonstration propor-
tional to the population in 
Washington, D.C., would be 
40 to 80 million U.S. residents 
thronging past the White House 
on Pennsylvania Avenue. 
REMEMBERING THE PAST, 
MARCHING FOR THE 
FUTURE

On the 11th straight week-
end defending against the ero-
sion of civil liberties in Hong 
Kong, 1.7 million demonstra-
tors overfilled Victoria Park on 
Aug. 18, then defied police by 
pouring into adjoining streets 
to march without a permit. For 
once the ever-present umbrellas 
that marchers have been carry-
ing helped to ward off a pour-
ing rain, as well as serving as a 
rudimentary protection against 
tear gas canisters and as a tribute to the 79-day Oc-
cupy Central movement for democratic rights (or 
Umbrella Revolution) in 2014. 

A million protesters filled the streets on June 9 
to denounce the intention of the Legislative Council, 
dominated by unelected members beholden to Chi-
nese leader Xi Jinping’s rule, to pass that extradi-
tion bill three days later. This would have ignored 
the autonomous status of Hong Kong under “one 
country, two systems,” an agreement meant to last 
for 50 years—from the end of British colonial rule in 
1997 until 2047. 

When Chief Executive Carrie Lam turned 
a deaf ear to the voices of protest, they called 
for a general strike on June 12, the day sched-
uled for the vote. The Hong Kong Federation 
of Trade Unions endorsed the general strike, 
with airline workers prominent, and more 
than 100 companies shut down. Labor support 

was so widespread in Hong Kong’s flagship air-
line Cathay Pacific that the workforce forced 
management to allow workers to take part in 
demonstrations. With both students and work-
ers involved, police officials declared partici-
pants were “rioters,” invoking a colonial Brit-

ish law to threaten strikers 
with years of jail. 

Four days later, Carrie Lam 
agreed only to suspend the Ex-
tradition Bill. Her refusal to 
withdraw the bill altogether, 
along with police confronting 
peaceful protesters with the 
wholesale use of pepper spray 
and other so-called “non-lethal” 
means, drew as many as two 
million marchers pouring out 
that day, gridlocking transpor-
tation.

The movement that began 
around blocking the extradi-
tion bill now agreed on five de-
mands: the complete withdraw-
al, not merely suspension, of the 
extradition bill; the government 
to take back its judgment of pro-
tests as riots, along with all the 
consequences that the British 
colonial law would mandate; un-
conditional release of arrested 
protesters and dropping charges 
against them; an outside, inde-
pendent inquiry into police be-
havior; and implementation of 

long-promised universal suffrage for the Legislative 
Council.
POLICE ATTACK PEACEFUL PROTESTERS

The call for a second general strike on Aug. 5 
was answered by 350,000 workers walking off the 
job. Workers at Cathay Pacific were so pivotal, along 
with activists blocking trains to the airport, that 
canceled flights were a key result. 

Police brutality pushed the movement to a new 
defiance. Police, week after week, fired bean bag 
projectiles, rubber bullets and by now 1,800 tear gas 
canisters at protesters. After one of the bean bags 
hit a protester and cost her the sight in her right 
eye, thousands of protesters, many with their right 
eye covered, occupied the airport, leading to the can-
celation of all flights on Aug. 11 and 12. Cathay Pa-
cific management, which had bowed to the will of 
its employees and promised they could take part in 
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Supremacists are 
‘coming for you!’ 

Some of the hundreds of thousands who marched 
in peaceful protest in the Tseung Kwan O Parade on 
Aug. 4, 2019. The parade was later attacked by the 
police.

Dr. Ho
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health clinics. Walking into a building for healthcare 
is now fraught with physical obstacles and mobs of 
screaming bullhorn placard-waving zealots yelling 
“murderers” and threatening women with death.

We’ve gone far beyond the argument about 
whether leaders’ hateful language—like Don-
ald Trump saying women who have abortions 
should be punished and depicting women and 
their doctors as “executing babies”—incites vi-
olence against abortion providers. They know 
it does, and that’s one huge reason they do it. 

In the U.S. there are organizations and websites 
that spew and wallow in hate against women. Web-
sites for incels, 8chan, anti-abortion websites, and a 
president who compares any woman who challenges 
him to an animal. Hate speech aimed at women is so 
common that it is hardly noticed, considered back-
ground noise. Bitch, motherfucker, cunt, rape you to 
death, it’s all thrown at women online, walking down 
the street—especially if she dares to talk back, or 
react negatively against a slur or touch. Rape? It’s 
her fault. Try to control your own body? You’re a 
murderer, damned to hell, no exceptions allowed for 
rape (that was her fault anyway, even if it was by her 
father, even if she was 12 years old, even if she was 
incapacitated—HER FAULT, the bitch!). 
HATE FOR WOMEN COMES FROM THE TOP

Hatred for women spews from the highest lev-
els. Why else cut off immigration for women who 
have been abused—who are running away from their 
homes for their very lives? Why else try to destroy 
Planned Parenthood, which delivers vital health-
care to hundreds of thousands of women—abortion 
being a small part of what is offered at one of the few 
places poor women in the U.S. can go for complete 
gynecological healthcare? Why else destroy access to 
birth control, or preach that abstinence-only works 
when it doesn’t and cover that up by calling it “sex-
ual risk avoidance”? Because they want women to 
think that sex is risky—because they want to make 
sex risky. Why else allow Catholic hospitals hide the 
fact that women can’t get all the services they need? 

One huge reason all this continues is that 
if hate speech—certainly a part of terrorism—
and terrorism against women were taken se-
riously, then there would have to be reper-
cussions against those in the highest levels of 

WOMAN    REASONAS Women, terrorism and misogyny
by Terry Moon

After the two mass shootings back to back in 
Ohio and El Paso, all are talking about domestic 
terrorism as if it’s something new, or worse than it 
was before. But now the link between mass shoot-
ings and our misogynistic racist society is becoming 
clearer. From 2009 to 2017 in more than half of the 
mass shootings in the U.S. an intimate partner or a 
member of the shooter’s family was a victim. 
ANTI-ABORTION ZEALOTS FOMENT TERROR

Women’s groups have been begging—for de-
cades—that the FBI recognize anti-abortion fanatics 
as domestic terrorists. For decades they’ve refused. 
In the U.S., terrorism is defined in Title 22 Chapter 
38 U.S. Code § 2656f as “premeditated, politically 
motivated violence perpetrated against noncomba-
tant targets by subnational groups or clandestine 
agents.”1 There could hardly be a better descrip-
tion of the U.S. rabid anti-abortion movement that 
has murdered and maimed doctors, other health-
care providers and people just sitting in a clinic, as 
well as burned, bombed, and otherwise vandalized 
1.  “Definitions of terrorism,” Wikipedia, https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Definitions_of_terrorism 

‘Last Days at Hot Slit’

WOMENWORLDWIDE
by Artemis

by Adele
Among feminists, there is a resurgence of inter-

est in the late theorist and activist Andrea Dworkin. 
They discuss her books, speeches, interviews and 
talk show appearances. Disillusioned with a liberal 
feminism that congratulates women on any of our 
choices, they want to investigate radical feminists 
asking difficult questions about creating a humane 
society in which women are treated as fully human. 

Last Days at Hot Slit: The Radical Feminism of 
Andrea Dworkin edited by Johanna Fateman and 
Amy Scholder (Semiotext(e), March 5, 2019) is an 
introduction to Dworkin’s work. The editors chose 
samples from her books and speeches showing how 
her “oracular voice helped to shape the feminist or-
ganizing of the late 1970s and ’80s.” 
PATRIARCHY ESSENTIAL TO FASCISM

A victim of rape, domestic violence, and pros-
titution, Dworkin used her ambition as a writer to 
“make sense of what had happened to me.” These 
writings reveal violence against women as the philo-
sophical basis of patriarchy. She exposed patriarchy 
as an essential part of fascism and as interconnected 
with racism and classism. She warned that violence, 
especially towards women, was going to increase. 
Dworkin kept speaking, writing, dealing with ha-
tred aimed at her, and listening to painful stories of 
women who confided in her. She had confidence our 
struggles could result in a better future.

Many call Dworkin prophetic in explain-
ing pornography’s function as patriarchal pro-
paganda dehumanizing all women. Like her, 
feminists today feel “politically homeless” with 
misogyny coming from both Left and Right. 
They realize supporters of the status quo will 
stereotype women like Dworkin who ask dif-
ficult questions as “manhaters” and “anti-sex.”

Dworkin maintained her confidence in men’s 
ability to have new, equal relationships with women 
and form a view of sexuality as loving and mutual. 
The most common lie about her is that she believed 
all intercourse (even all sex) is “rape.” The editors in-
clude the foreword to the second edition of her book 
Intercourse, where she scrutinizes this avoidance 
of her analysis. She had analyzed the works of re-
spected male writers, exposing their patriarchal no-
tions of intercourse as a natural and necessary act of 
domination. In excerpts from Pornography: Men Pos-
sessing Women, she exposes how various genres of 
pornography repeat the notion that sex must be vio-
lent but promise that women really love being hurt. 

In the excerpt from Mercy, Dworkin revis-
its her time in prostitution. In her blunt style, 
inspired by countercultural male writers she 
idolized, she contrasts their descriptions of 
“adventurous” sex with prostitutes with what 
the women actually experience. This should 
enlighten anyone viewing Dworkin and fellow 
anti-prostitution feminists as “whorephobic” 
or “SWERFs (Sex Worker Exclusionary Radi-
cal Feminists).”

In excerpts from Right-Wing Women, Dworkin 
analyzes the writings of anti-feminist women to un-
derstand why they would campaign against their 
own self-interest. She viewed them with compassion 
in their futile struggles to find safety, security, and 
meaning in authoritarian family structures.

The editors caution against putting Dworkin, or 
any theorist, on a pedestal. She detested the entire 
feminist “pro-pornography” movement for lapsing 
into the same violence as mainstream porn. Howev-
er, it also produces erotica of the positive, mutually 
pleasurable sexuality Dworkin promoted. 

This book is a valuable step towards a feminist 
movement ready to return to serious issues but with 
discussion instead of polarization.

Deborah Morris
1946-2019

The Women’s Liberation Movement has lost an-
other founder. Deborah Morris (Deborah Ann Far-
son) died on June 10, 2019, from brain cancer. Since 
the early 1970s she was a writer, activist and power-
ful thinker in the movement and in her participation 

with News and Letters 
Committees. Active in 
Los Angeles, the San 
Francisco Bay Area and 
Santa Fe, she involved 
herself with working-
class women and delved 
into the emerging theo-
retical debates of the 
women’s movement. 

That can be seen in 
two of the many articles 
she wrote for News & 
Letters. In a 1975 ar-
ticle, “Science seen as 
theoretic substitute for 

women’s activity,” Morris critiqued Charnie Guettel’s 
Marxism & Feminism for denying “the validity of an 
independent women’s movement when Guettel poses 
science and medical advances as the key to women’s 
liberation.” Morris points out that Marx’s theory—
which Guettel claimed to follow—flowed from phi-
losophy and also from mass uprisings: 

“While Guettel wants to use some of Marx’s 
conclusions, she rejects his methods, and as a 
result, the practice of masses of women as a ba-
sis for theory is totally missing in the essay….
Once women are not recognized as the force for 
their own liberation, then some outside force 
must fill that gap—for Simone de Beauvoir it is 
men, for Juliet Mitchell it is the party, and for 
Guettel it is science. In contrast, a philosophy of 
liberation which recognizes the necessity of an 
independent women’s movement as key to the 
liberation of women also sees women as whole 
human beings—their own force for revolution.”  

Morris’ February 1973 article, “ERA backlash 
at Norris,” reveals her attitude to working-class 
women. “The letter” that Norris Industries wrote ex-
plaining their excuse for eliminating rest periods for 
women, Deborah wrote, “implies Norris is doing the 
only thing it can do. They ignore the possibility that 
protective legislation governing women’s working 
conditions could be extended to men...but production 
and profit govern Norris’ actions, not civil rights.” 

Deborah extends her critique of Norris to 
a part of the movement that ignored working 
women: “The Equal Rights Amendment was 
supposed to be part of a movement towards a 
new human society. But such a movement by 
necessity must include the ideas and involve-
ment of minority and non-professional work-
ing women...in a class society such as ours, the 
E.R.A. will have a class nature. Under capital-
ism this means that non-professional working 
women will be equally exploited along with 
men at the point of production.”

When Jane Alpert in 1973 opined in her “Moth-
er Right: A New Feminist Theory” that she would no 
longer mourn “42 male chauvinists,” that is, the 42 
men prisoners who were brutally gunned down at 
Attica prison, Deborah angrily responded: 

“There is no attempt [by Alpert] at all to show 
us the creative roles that women have played in our 
freedom struggle or in the freedom struggles of oth-
ers. Instead, she would limit us to a cultural revolu-
tion based on ‘Mother Right,’ and that is to define 
women in the same narrow way that male society 
has always done, rather than seeing women as part 
of the quest for universality.”

The “quest for universality” marked Deborah’s 
life. Be it politics, science, art, nature—including 
gardening—or the struggle of people for full free-
dom, she made that part of her path. Everyone who 
knew her will miss her—and the movement is poorer 
without her. —Terry Moon

government; Trump for obvious reasons, and 
so many more officials. If hate and terrorism 
against women were taken as seriously as 
white nationalism—which itself is not taken 
seriously enough—then all major religions 
would have to be transformed. All those idiot 
congressmen who blather that raped women 
can’t get pregnant, or that there is “legitimate 
rape” as opposed to, what? or who make laws 
that give rapists the right to have custody of 
raped women’s children would be thrown out 
of positions of authority.

Hatred against women is so woven into the very 
fabric of our society that to get rid of it will take a 
revolution—one whose aim is to transform all hu-
man relationships and to make them actually hu-
man. It’s long past time to make that kind of trans-
formation a reality. 

In August, Iranian authorities arrested two of 
14 feminists who signed an open letter calling for 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei to resign. 
They stated the “patriarchal approach” of the “the-
ocracy” of the past 40 years had created an “anti-
woman system.” They wrote, “In a world where 
women in most countries move side by side with 
men...under the Islamic Republic women still fight 
for their basic human rights.” One activist’s lawyer 
stated the 20 million other women in Iran could 
count themselves as the 15th signatory.

* * *
In August, in Mexico, four police officers raped 

a 17-year-old girl in a squad car, another raped a 
16-year-old girl in a museum. As government action 
has been slow to nonexistent to these and numerous 
other rapes and murders of women, over 2,000, most 
of them women, flooded Mexico City. They chanted, 
“Attack One of Us and You Attack All of Us,” “Rap-
ist Pigs,” and “Justice” and spray-painted slogans 
on walls, subways, and the Angel of Independence 
Monument. They sprayed the police chief with pink 
glitter and smashed the glass door of the attorney 
general’s office. When the mayor claimed they were 
trying to provoke the police to respond with violence, 
one stated, “It’s being fed up with a system that 
doesn’t listen to us, doesn’t protect us, and doesn’t 
offer solutions.” 

* * *
In August, a version of the “Girl of Peace Statue” 

by Korean sculptors Kim Seo-kyung and Kim Eun-
sung was on display at an arts festival in Japan. It 
is a memorial to thousands of Korean women forced 
by the Japanese government to sexually service sol-
diers during World War II. For the public’s safety, 
the director of the arts festival removed the statue 
and closed the section of the exhibit dedicated to 
controversial art works due to threats of violence. 

* * *
In Turkey, Canan Kaftancioğlu, the Istanbul chief of 
the secularist Republican People’s Party, is on trial 
and faces 17 years in prison. She allegedly insulted 
the fundamentalist Islamist President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan and the state, “provoked animosity,” and 
made “terrorist propaganda” on social media six 
years ago. She states investigation into her tweets 
started two days after her election, and is retaliation 
for helping her party’s candidate win the election 
for Mayor of Istanbul, ousting Erdoğan’s choice for 
this position controlled by fundamentalist Islamists 
since 1994. 
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wielding power they don’t have a prayer of getting 
through a popular mandate. The mantra they intend 
to propagate: We’ll be coming for you.

The threats double 
as a rallying cry for the 
few who are invigorated 
by today’s anti-humanism—the promises to reinforce 
the race and class wall between servants and served. 
Two young white men tragically believed their mas-
sacres of Latinx people on July 28 in Gilroy, Calif., 
and on Aug. 3 in El Paso, Texas, were virtuous duty. 
Fitting any honest definition of terrorism, these 
murderous rampages are only the latest in a long 
line. But, despite 52 federal laws against domestic 
terror, right-wing violence has hardly been the ob-
ject of investigation.
‘I’M GOING TO GET UP AND FIGHT BACK!’

Almost immediately, activists in El Paso held a 
protest on Aug. 5 and again in larger numbers on 
Aug. 10, chanting, “Enough is enough!” and “El Paso 
strong!” Jessica Coca Garcia, a survivor of the El 
Paso shooting, told NBC the gunman “may have par-
alyzed us for a little bit...but I’m going to get up and 
fight back.” Several thousand people filled a baseball 
stadium on Aug. 14 to attend a program whose over-
arching theme was “love will triumph over hatred.”

As the nation reeled from the shootings—
as well as three more on Aug. 5 in Chicago and 
Dayton, Ohio—ICE raided seven poultry facto-
ries in Mississippi to remove 680 undocument-
ed workers from their families on Aug. 7, the 
first day of school. Ten days later, 40 workers 
were criminally charged, but no business own-
ers. On Aug. 11, 50 children of detained work-
ers marched around the county courthouse to 
say, “Our parents are not criminals.”

Such is the perversion of language that ra-
cialized people are called “criminals” for any petty 
infraction. Their children are called “future gang 
members.” On Aug. 15, it was necessary for a court 
to strike down a Trump lawyer’s interpretation that 
the statute “safe and sanitary” does not require ICE 
to provide immigrant detainees with toothbrushes 
and soap.

Many Jews in the U.S. recognize the ICE facili-
ties and camps as a “warning sign” raising the spec-
ter of the Holocaust. Holocaust remembrance group 
Yad Vashem explains that on the way to consolidat-
ing power in 1933, Nazi Germany had already set 
up such “concentration camps,” precursors to what 
were to be termed death or extermination camps.
‘“NEVER AGAIN” MEANS QUIT YOUR JOB!’

Over 1,000 Jewish Americans with Never Again 
Action surrounded ICE headquarters in Washing-
ton, DC. They sang in Hebrew and Spanish while 
locking arms and blocking the entry. When yelled 
at by employees, demonstrators proffered the truth 
that nobody wants to hear: “Never Again means quit 
your job.” Since July, Never Again Action has been 
challenging the existence of ICE by protesting out-
side its offices in at least 25 U.S. cities.

Resistance to racial hatred keeps re-
emerging, along with resistance to oppression 
in the workplace. In 2018, more U.S. workers 
went on strike than in any other year since 1986. 
The strikes span every sector: manufacturing, 
education, health, and transportation, includ-
ing gig and formal workers. They overflow the 
bulwarks of official union bureaucracy.

Is it any coincidence that members of Con-
gress—beholden to corporations—keep failing to 
effectively confront Trump on his depraved state-
ments and actions against poor people and people of 
color? Were Mississippi workers raided because they 
had organized to win a sexual harassment lawsuit 
against the employer, Koch Foods? 

Capitalists at Microsoft have got to be ner-
vous as their workers now consider the funda-
mental question of what kind of work humans 
are meant to do, coming out as they did with 
a declaration of “grave responsibility…to en-
sure what [we] build is used for good, and not 
for harm.” Last spring, Google dropped a con-
tract with the Defense Department to develop 
3D mapping for military drones; in August its 
workers were petitioning the company not to 
bid for a data storage contract with ICE.

Reclaiming one’s work for human ends is an 
essential step toward creating a new society on hu-
man terms, but it’s a false step if only available to 
a few tech workers. The true power of the pressure 
campaigns lies in their potential to open this path to 
all, to both immigrant poultry workers and working-
class Trump voters. All of them remain in a precari-
ous state while the needs of capitalism reign over 
human survival. “We’ll be coming for you” begins 
with the immigrants of color but will not end there.
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White supremacists 
are ‘coming for you!’ Los Angeles—On July 2 over 30 Lyft drivers and 

their supporters rallied at the Lyft office just east 
of downtown for their labor rights and to reverse 
pay cuts forced by the company. A main banner 
said: “Rideshare Drivers United” with their website: 
www.drivers-united.org.

The many picket signs told the story and laid 
out our demands: “Gov. Newsom is standing with 
Tech,” referring to his meeting with Lyft and Uber 
without driver representation; “Bring Primetime 
Back,” referring to extra pay to match higher rates 
paid by riders during rush hours or after a sports 
event. In the “gig economy,” some periods of drivers’ 

work are unpaid (see “Uber and Lyft drivers strike 
against pay cuts,” May-June 2019 N&L).

One sign read: “Drivers support AB-5.” Under 
AB-5, hundreds of thousands of independent con-
tractors would become employees and qualify for 
labor protection and benefits under California state 
law. 

Another sign read: “We demand a driv-
ers’ bill of rights,” which includes the right to 
organize without retaliation, pay drivers for 
mileage and time in driving to pick up a pas-
senger, a minimum wage, and an elected driv-
er representative on the boards of directors of 
Uber and Lyft.

The protesters shouted, “Where’s my prime-
time?” and “Shame on Lyft—we demand a fair 
share,” as passing motorists honked their horns in 
support.

The protest ended as we marched to enter the 
office, but were locked out. —Basho

Lyft drivers fight for labor rights

by J.G.F. Héctor
The Zapatistas released a series of communi-

cations in mid-August, the last of which, “And We 
Broke the Siege,” gives an account of what they have 
been doing for the past three years and poses what 
can come next.

After stating that the “new Left” administra-
tion in Mexico doesn’t represent any fundamental 
change, since money is its real boss—and that it has 
brought more repression and ruin to the Native peo-
ples and their land, with all the militarization that 
comes with that—the Zapatistas announced that 
they have broken this siege and have expanded their 
territory. More people—mostly Indigenous from the 
state of Chiapas—have joined the Zapatista cause, 
and now there will be seven new units of autono-
mous government.

The Zapatistas attributed this expansion to:
1) “…the political-organizational labor of 

the women, men, children and elders who are the 
Zapatistas’ support base, especially the women and 
Zapatista female youth. Compañeras of every age 
mobilized themselves to talk to other sisters with or 
without organization.”

2) “…the destructive government policy against 
the community and nature…Whoever thought that 
its counter-insurgent policy of giving charity would 
divide Zapatismo and would buy the loyalty of the 
non-Zapatistas…gave the missing arguments to con-
vince these brothers and sisters of the need to defend 
land and nature.”
NEW UNITS OF SELF-GOVERNMENT

It is the objective reality of capitalism, pushed 
forward by the current “Left” administration, which 
created the conditions for rebellion. With the orga-
nizational activity of the Zapatistas, sharing with 
other people how they have been developing their 
autonomy for the past 30-plus years, such rebellion 
concretized itself in the creation of new autonomous 
units of self-government. 

The Zapatistas are showing us a methodology of 
social transformation: A comprehension of both ob-
jective and subjective factors, organizational activ-
ity, and the subjects from below at its very core as a 
Self-developing Subject.

Then the Zapatistas reached to other people in 
rebellion, understanding that, if social uprooting is 
going to be complete, it requires the participation of 
all the other oppressed subjectivities.

 They called the National Indigenous Congress 
to a meeting in October to share experiences on 
the “defense of the territory and of Mother Earth”; 
they appealed to organizations of activists to keep 
on with the construction of an “International Net-
work of Resistance and Rebellion”; they called meet-
ings on art, the sciences and critical thought and a 
gathering with “relatives of murdered, disappeared 
and incarcerated people”; finally, they indicated that 
there will be a new Women’s Gathering, and possibly 
a meeting of LGBTQI+ people.
VIEW OF HUMAN EMANCIPATION

The Zapatistas are thus calling to all the sub-
jects in rebellion in an effort to unite us all in a sin-
gle struggle to give birth to a new country, a new hu-
man society. For this I pose that, together with the 
gathering of all the subjects in resistance, we need 
a philosophical unifying force, a fully developed view 
of human emancipation that guides us in the task 
of destroying capitalism and giving birth to a new 
society. This philosophy is dialectical, that is, articu-
lated in the double rhythm of negating the old and 
building the new, a ceaseless movement of becoming 
that is, indeed, the historical form of the millenni-
ums-long striving of humanity for its freedom.

This philosophy is already present, albeit im-
plicitly, in the actions and thoughts of resistance of 
the subjects from below. Specifically, it is present 
in the 30-plus years of Zapatista autonomy. Now it 
has been recreated in their organizational effort of 
reaching new subjects to become Zapatistas. Can we 
make this philosophy explicit and turn it into the 
universal, yet particular, unifying force that would 
open the way for a new society?

Letter from Mexico

Buddy Bell for News & Letters

Iran workers jailed
Since mid-2016, workers in Iran have taken to 

the streets to demand unpaid wages and oppose lay-
offs. In December 2017 workers joined together and 
rallied in around 100 cities and towns. They opposed 
capitalism and the brutal, theocratic regime in Iran. 

Esmaeil Bakhshi, leading figure of the Haft 
Tapeh Sugar Cane factory strike, was arrested in 
November 2018 along with Ali Nejati and worker-
journalist Sepideh Gholyan and the editors of Gaam, 
a pro-worker paper. They were brutally tortured and 
forced into a sham “confession” aired on state TV 
that they were members of the Worker-Communist 
Party of Iran! Why? The rulers in Iran were remind-
ing rulers in the West that it was still an instrument 
against the Left in general, socialists in particular.

Esmaeil and Sepideh were released on heavy 
bail to keep their mouths shut. Well, they didn’t. 
Esmaeil and Sepideh exposed their torture, and 
were arrested again on Jan. 20 and still jailed.

Workers in Iran and around the world are ob-
jecting to the brutal treatment of workers because 
they demanded their unpaid pay. All jailed workers 
must be released unconditionally and immediately!

—Abbas Goya

Chiapas Indigenous 
join Zapatistas

Readers: We want to hear from you! Write to 
us or email!  See contact information, p. 9.

The struggles of the Pelican Bay hunger strike 
brings to mind Cesar Chavez, the leader of the Unit-
ed Farm Workers. He fasted for 25 days in 1965, re-
fusing to labor in the California vineyards. Though 
farm workers had struck in the past, the growers, 
politicians and police had beaten them down. Chavez 
was committed to the philosophy of nonviolence. He 
said, “If we had used violence we would have won 
contracts long ago, but they wouldn’t be lasting, be-
cause we wouldn’t have won respect.”

The Pelican Bay hunger strike was to bring 
attention to a system that mutilated the mind, 
body and soul; the destruction of one’s spirit 
to take away the ability to reform and develop 
a positive state of mind.

The hunger strike was a sign to society that the 
system of mass incarceration is diabolical, a reflec-
tion of the time when African-American men and 
women on slave ships took their own lives, quoting 
“Death before bondage.” A reflection of the Arawak 
Indians who ate the poisoned root so they would not 
live as slaves.

The prison system’s “means” of putting the 
masses through incarceration does not justify 
its end of so-called reform or rehabilitation. 
The means of correction is dehumanizing, un-
civilized and diabolical and only serves the 
purpose of destruction. 

The Pelican Bay prisoners strove to bring atten-
tion to the reality that two wrongs actually will not 
make a right.

—Hakim Trent 

Prison & Cesar Chavez
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF
RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA

Permanent revolution and the dialectic

Editor’s note: In our time of total crisis, many 
are reaching for total change. In Marxian terms, 
that is spelled out as revolution in permanence. 
With the new collection of Raya Dunayevskaya’s 
writings, Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution in Per-
manence for Our Day, coming out in paperback 
in October, we excerpt a writing that relates the 
concept of revolution in permanence to the dialec-
tic, especially dialectical mediation, the negation 
of the negation, the forces of revolution as reason, 
and the integrality of philosophy and revolution. 
Dunayevskaya first made a category of Marx’s phi-
losophy of revolution in permanence in writing her 
book Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and 
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution. Shortly after 
finishing that book, she wrote the piece excerpted 
here, her October 1982 Political-Philosophic Let-
ter, titled “On the Battle of Ideas: Philosophic-The-
oretic Points of Departure as Political Tendencies 
Respond to the Objective Situation.” The full text 
can be found in The Raya Dunayevskaya Collec-
tion, #7486, and a longer excerpt was published in 
The Power of Negativity.

Marx revealed an “Asiatic mode of production” in the 
Grundrisse. Rather, this is extended to the 1880s as 
Marx [in his Ethnological Notebooks] was comment-
ing on Lewis Henry Morgan’s Ancient Society and 
other then-new anthropological works on India, on 
the Australian Aborigines, as well as in his letters 
both on his visit to Algeria and his correspondence 
with revolutionaries in Russia on the ancient com-
mune there and its possible transformation into 
an altogether new type of revolution. In a word, it 
is to revolution in permanence that the book keeps 
returning, whether the subject is Luxemburg, or 
Lenin, or Women’s Liberation, or the Hegelian dia-
lectic. At the same time, we must keep in mind that, 
whereas it is Marx who transformed Hegel into a 
contemporary, and transformed the Hegelian dialec-
tic into the Marxian dialectic of liberation, the revo-
lution is also present in Hegel. Hard as Hegel tried 
to confine this to a revolution in thought alone, he 
made his presence felt in history, even as he spoke of 
The Philosophy of Mind and History of Philosophy. 
As Hegel put it:

All revolutions, in the sciences no less than 
in general history, originate only in this, 
that the spirit of man, for the understand-
ing and comprehension of himself, for the 
possessing of himself, has now altered his 
categories, uniting himself in a truer, deep-
er, more intrinsic relation with himself. 
(Philosophy of Nature, ¶246, remark)

*   *   *
ONCE I VENTURED out in 1953, and con-

fronted the actual world movement from practice, 
the integrality of philosophy and revolution showed 
itself to be (or should we say, aspired to become) the 
solution to the problematic of the modern world. The 
one thing we know as fact in this centenary year is 
that—once we do know the Marx oeuvres as total-
ity, and once we do have our ears to the ground of 
both new voices from below and the creative nature 
of Marx’s mind (and Marx’s alone)—then we do per-
ceive in Marx’s new moments a trail to the 1980s, 
be that as new Third World, or global theory reach-
ing philosophy, a philosophy of revolution that is to 
become preparation for actual “revolution in perma-
nence.”

by Raya Dunayevskaya 
…It is necessary now to trace what dialectic 

mediation achieves—precisely because it was in the 
middle, between the movements from practice and 
from theory; how it requires a double negation be-
fore it can reach a new society. All of it is seen first 
in the final syllogisms of Absolute Mind, not as any 
sort of God, or as evasion of all responsibility by 
dumping all responsibility on “the masses.”

III. Hegel’s Absolute Mind (¶575, ¶576, 
¶577 of Philosophy of Mind); The Forces of 
Revolution as Reason, as Analyzed in Rosa 

Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s 
Philosophy of Revolution

¶575 [of Hegel’s Philosophy of Mind] seems 
merely to state the obvious, the sequence of the 
books Hegel wrote—Logic, Nature, Mind. The sec-
ond paragraph (¶576) is Nature, Mind, Logic. And 
since Mind is the mediation there, you first get the 
full impact of Hegel’s concept of mediation as he 
lunged out against “systems” and for mediation, be-
cause philosophic mediation is the middle that first 
creates from itself the whole.

In a word, Hegel has now departed from both the 
system as well as spontaneity, or practice, or nature 
as if these were the whole. He could still keep away 
from making his dialectic into any sort of system be-
cause, in the final paragraph (¶577), he doesn’t fin-
ish that as a syllogism, that is to say, he refuses to 
follow the “sequence” which would have led to Logic 
being the mediation. What we are confronted with, 
as replacement for Logic, is the self-determination 
of the Idea and the self-bringing-forth of liberty. In 
each case, mediation, as a transition point to some-
thing else, stops as we have reached the totality of 
both inwardizing and spontaneity (Nature). Hegel 
replaces Logic, but will not tell us what to do. Self-
knowing reason (¶577) is that self-bringing-forth of 
liberty which is concrete, which is everywhere pres-
ent, which is constantly developing.

For any to whom it may seem incongruous to 
have included “Forces of Revolution as Reason” in 
this Section III on Hegel’s Absolute Mind, it becomes 
necessary to return to Marx’s 1844 “Critique of the 
Hegelian Dialectic” to see why Marx refused to stop 
where Ludwig Feuerbach allowed Hegel to chain the 
dialectic by refusing to recognize the revolutionary 
nature of “negation of negation.” Marx unchained 
that most revolutionary dialectic—“negation of ne-
gation”—by demystifying it and revealing its objec-
tively revolutionary nature. As Marx kept develop-
ing his own continent of thought and of revolution, 
he situated “negation of negation” by declaring that 
the 1848 Revolution needed further development as 
a “revolution in permanence.” It is this which Rosa 
Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philos-
ophy of Revolution declared to be “the absolute chal-
lenge to our age.” This Section III on Absolute Mind 
extends this by disclosing how the self-thinking Idea 
is moving toward a new unity with the self-bringing-
forth of Liberty—that movement from practice that 
is itself a form of theory and thus becomes a revolu-
tionary force that is Reason.

WHERE FORCES OF REVOLUTION are 
Reason, Marx’s demystification of double negation 
and its articulation as “revolution in permanence” 
demands that it not be left just in the field of theory 
but becomes ground for a new organizational form—
indeed, for self-development of the Individual. It is 
for this reason that in all three books—Marxism and 
Freedom and Philosophy and Revolution as well as 
Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s 
Philosophy of Revolution—I traced those forces of 
revolution through three decades, as they centered 
around a new generation of revolutionaries, both as 

Youth and as Labor from under totalitarianism call-
ing itself Communism; or the Black dimension in 
the U.S. and in Africa; or a whole new Third World; 
or the new world force of revolution—Women’s Lib-
eration, having leaped from an Idea whose time has 
come to a Movement.

*   *   *
THE FACT THAT IN MY LATEST WORK, 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s 
Philosophy of Revolution, I trace a trail to the 1980s 
from the 1880s and focus on Marx’s “translation” of 
absolute negativity as the revolution in permanence, 
calling that the absolute challenge to our age, will 
draw still greater criticism from academia and out-
right attacks from post-Marx Marxists. This makes 
it necessary to be prepared, not only for that encoun-
ter, but for further concretizing that challenge....
For while it is true that the actual events of the 
1970s—Women’s Liberation on the one hand, and 
the publication of Marx’s Ethnological Notebooks on 
the other—are what first led to a renewed interest 
in Rosa Luxemburg; and while it is true also that 
the Women’s Liberation Movement helped disclose 
the feminist dimension in Luxemburg never before 
recognized; it is not true that that is the goal of the 
new book.

The need to see all post-Marx Marxists in strict 
relationship to Marx’s Marxism is what revealed 
that even so great and independent a revolutionary 
as Rosa Luxemburg did not fully comprehend Marx’s 
dialectics of liberation and thereby committed her 
biggest error—disregard of the revolutionary nature 
of Polish desire for national self-determination. Put 
simply, the determinant of the new book is Marx’s 
philosophy of revolution. This is not for any academ-
ic reason, or any sort of orthodoxy, but the fact that 
his works disclosed a trail to the 1980s and revealed 
the problematic of this age. The totally new question 
that Luxemburg posed—socialist democracy after 
gaining power—pointed to a new aspect of Marxism 
itself.1 The new moments in Marx that the book dis-
closes and that center around what we now call a 
Third World are not limited to the manner in which 

1. Dunayevskaya discusses this in Rosa Luxemburg, 
Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution, 
pp. 58-65, 72-74, 189. —Editor

Now in paperback

Marx’s 
Philosophy 

of 
Revolution in 
Permanence 
for Our Day

Selected 
writings 
by Raya 

Dunayevskaya
What is Marx’s 

philosophy of revolution 
in permanence, and why is it urgent for today? 

This new Marxist-Humanist book takes up
� Marx’s transformation of the Hegelian dialectic
� The inseparability of Marx’s economics, humanism, and dialectic
� The battle of ideas with post-Marx Marxism
� Marxist-Humanism, Black liberation, internationalism, and women’s liberation
� The relationship between spontaneity, organization, and philosophy
� The emergence of counter-revolution from within the revolution
� The problem of what happens after the revolution

Special offer through December 31:  $24.95, includes postage
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AS OTHERS SEE  US

What is socialism?

Socialism and ecology

by Franklin Dmitryev 
Within the climate justice movement there is 

a growing realization that capitalism is a big, even 
fundamental, part of the problem. This is a crucial 
point that demands that we grasp what is essential 
to capitalism and 
what kind of new so-
ciety can transcend 
it. That also requires 
coming to grips 
with the experience 
that countries that 
claimed to be social-
ist, like the USSR 
and China, were op-
pressive and ecologi-
cally destructive.

The very nature 
of capitalism—a sys-
tem of spiraling ac-
cumulation of capital 
and production for 
production’s sake—
has blocked real ac-
tion on the climate 
and the mass extinction crisis again and again. This 
has been manifested in a number of interlinked 
ways—all of them exacerbated by the systemic cri-
sis world capitalism plunged into in the mid-1970s, 
which has strongly shaped events since then. 

Some of those ways include:
1. The disregard for natural and social conse-

quences inherent in the value form.
2. Economic and political enslavement to econom-

ic growth, without which capitalism falls into 
recessions, job losses, impoverishment, wars 
and political instability.

3. The focus on short-term problems, enforced by 
competition in markets; by domestic politics 
such as elections; by wars and international 
rivalry.

4. The overwhelming influence of the fossil fuel 
industries on politics of both major U.S. parties 
and many other countries’ politics.

5. The untouchable status of the military, which 
by some accounts is the biggest emitter of 
greenhouse gases.

6. The cult of climate denial, which well-funded 
and politically connected organizations and 
media entities have been cultivating for de-
cades, and which forms an important part of 
the sabotaging of truth and the push toward 
fascism in the U.S., Brazil, Russia, and Europe.

The influence of the right wing comes from both 
ideology and the political might flowing from eco-
nomic power. The ideology flows not only from the 
economic inequality but from the alienation inher-
ent in capitalism, in which the machine and the 
economy are masters of humanity and not the other 
way around.
DEADLY IDEOLOGY OF NO ALTERNATIVE

It is not only the particular ideology of the Right 
that poses a barrier to confronting the climate crisis. 
It is the general ideology that flows from the nature 
of capitalist society, compounded by the failures and 
transformation into opposite of so many revolutions 
and socialist movements. 

The USSR was ecologically destructive, de-
spite currents in the Russian Revolution that 
moved in an opposite direction, precisely be-
cause it was transformed into a state-capital-
ist society under Stalin. We cannot allow that 
kind of transformation again, not only because 
it reinforces the assumption that capitalism is 
our only choice.

Today we face widespread hopelessness, which 
is not helped by the reticence of scientists and the 
denialism of economists and other ideologues. None 
of this can be separated from the underlying toxic 
ideology that there is no alternative. A popular say-
ing is that it is easier to imagine the end of the world 
than the end of capitalism.

Capitalism’s abject failure to confront climate 
change makes urgent the sense that another world is 
possible. A world where workers’ control of produc-
tion halts the built-in destructive direction of capi-
talism—and overthrows its seemingly unbreakable 
law of value—can in fact be built by transformative 

movements from below. Now we see only the tip of 
that transformative iceberg but its potential to erupt 
is fermenting. Just look at the youth climate strikes 
that are sweeping the globe, with another week of 
international strike events planned for Sept. 20-27.

How can we make “another world is possible” 
real? The inevitable eruptions from below are a tre-
mendous beginning in both activity and thought, yet 
they demand more than just support. They demand 
a unity of theory and practice so that revolt does not 
spend itself in activism alone. They need to be in 
unity with a philosophy of revolution that can set 
afoot a whole new society with a new direction away 
from the self-destruction of humanity and toward 
total liberation.
WHAT KIND OF SOCIALISM IS NEEDED?

What kind of socialism could set that new direc-
tion? Clearly, it must 
be based on the self-
activity of the individ-
uals, internationally, 
including the youth, 
Indigenous peoples, 
workers, Black mass-
es and other people of 
color, women, LGBTQ 
people, people with 
disabilities. And that 
can happen only on 
the basis of a revo-
lutionary change in 
which that self-activi-
ty is the driving force, 
and in its very nature 
drives to break down 
the division between 
mental and manual 

labor. Only that can halt the direction toward ever 
more accumulation of capital, ever more alienation, 
ever more destruction of the environment and peo-
ple, and endless manipulation of policies and misin-
formation by vested interests.

The history of so-called Communist, social-
ist or social-democratic states shows clearly 
that this cannot be accomplished by means of 
market strategies, state planning, or national-
ization, including “public ownership” or “dem-
ocratic control” of corporations. 

There is scope within the existing system to 
shift toward renewable energy and environmentally 
sound land use and away from greenhouse gas emis-
sions. And those kinds of steps are urgent and neces-
sary. But none of that can reverse the fundamental 
direction of capitalism’s production for production’s 
sake. 
DEAD LABOR OVER LIVING LABOR

Let’s dig into this more by looking at Karl Marx’s 
analysis, as comprehended by Marxist-Humanism. 
(See the analysis in Parts III and V of Marxism and 
Freedom by Raya Dunayevskaya.) The character of 
the labor process is crucial. In the capitalist factory, 
the machine dominates the worker, and the worker 
acts as an appendage to the mechanism. Marx calls 
it the dialectical inversion of subject and object, 
where the object dominates the subject. 

This dialectical inversion is inscribed in a hid-
den form in the phenomenon of value. We are not 
talking about value in a moral or psychological sense 
but in the capitalist economic sense. Under capital-
ism, the driving motive of decisions about produc-
tion, its speed, its technology, even its location, is 
maximizing production of value—or, to be more pre-
cise, maximizing the procurement of surplus value.

Marx shows that, under the capitalist mode of 
production, value is actually congealed, objectified 
labor. It is the objectification of alienated abstract 
labor, pounded down to one quantitative dimension 
of socially necessary labor time, and abstracted from 
all other aspects, including material aspects. It is 
not a theoretical construct but rather the actual ba-
sis of capitalism’s functioning. Value takes on a life 
of its own as the driving force of society and stands 
in opposition to workers, the subjects of labor. 

Industry’s output of waste, including green-
house gases, is determined by its process of produc-
tion, where the needs of the subject, the worker, are 
subsumed by the drive of value to expand itself. The 
trajectory of this historical period is determined, not 
by humanity’s growing productive powers as such, 
but rather by human power in an alienated form 
that stifles human development as much as it cre-
ates the potential for development by expanding pro-
ductivity.

The “Communist” USSR of the past, and 
China even today, have had some of the worst 
environmental records and by no accident 
subordinated themselves to the law of value. 

Social-democratic Norway has long been a major 
oil exporter, while all of Europe, like the U.S., has ob-
scured its climate footprint by transferring so much 
of its heavy industry to Asia. The “21st-century so-

cialism” of Venezuela, Bolivia, and Ecuador tried to 
find a new path; however, their governments never 
turned away from reliance on extraction and export 
of fossil fuels as a path to capitalist development, 
which they substitute for real human development.
THEORY DISORIENTED BY ‘COMMUNISM’

The fact that these countries, especially 
the USSR, were passed off and widely ac-
cepted as “socialist” economies led to serious 
illusions and deformations of theory. Green 
theory in general proceeds from the assump-
tion that socialism is just as guilty as capital-
ism and therefore the blame lies with “human 
nature” or “industrial civilization” abstracted 
from the social relations of production. This 
kind of theory abstracts from the counter-
revolution that came from within the revolu-
tion, and its transformation into opposite, into 
state-capitalism.

Paradoxically, this abstract reaction against the 
destructive effects of out-of-control human power 
would only doom us to be unable to halt that de-
structive trajectory. That is because the only way 
to take control of the consequences of human pro-
duction is to wrest it from its subordination to the 
drive of value to reproduce itself in the rampage of 
production for production’s sake. That can only be 
accomplished by the most daring and thorough act of 
social revolution and abolition of capital. 

In this society, we do not freely control our 
actions, and renouncing the expansiveness of 
human power in its unalienated development 
would block the way for achieving such self-
determination. So we need to recapture Marx’s 
philosophy of revolution with its focus on free-
dom as the opposite of today’s social reality. 

Crucially, as Raya Dunayevskaya pointed out, 
Marx had “…a conception of a new society based on 
expanding human forces, during a century in which 
the whole cultivated world thought of expanding ma-
terial forces as the condition, activity, and purpose 
of all liberation” (Philosophy and Revolution, p. 65).

What is needed today is that kind of commit-
ment to building a new society through creative hu-
man forces of the masses in motion. When it comes 
to the working classes, small-scale peasant farmers, 
Indigenous people and the youth, who are the ma-
jority of the world’s population, that commitment 
must include elicitation from and listening to them, 
not just selling them a green agenda. The movement 
needs activity in both theory and practice that rec-
ognizes the movement from practice that is itself a 
form of theory and that has the vision of a totally 
new human society in view at all times.

The fact is that the normal functioning of 
capitalism involves what its ideologues call 
“creative destruction,” or today’s self-promot-
ing Silicon Valley moguls call “disruption.” 
Jobs are destroyed as a matter of course; whole 
industries and communities, even regions, are 
devastated. 

Scapegoats are targeted: immigrants, other 
countries, unions, environmentalists. But that is 
how capitalism normally works. If we allow it, its de-
structiveness will be turned, not against capitalism, 
but against those who aim to overcome it, against 
those who raise the question of what kind of labor 
human beings should do.
LABOR AND THE NEW SOCIETY

There is no path to a new society or away from 
climate chaos as long as countering climate change 
is planned at the expense of working people, such as 
through taxes on consumption, instead of posing the 
liberation of working people from capitalist exploita-
tion and the release of full human development as 
the way to break the anti-environmental direction 
of modern society. And more than “not at the ex-
pense” of workers but with workers as thinking and 
acting subjects of revolt, with the full recognition of 
the movement from practice that is itself a form of 
theory and on that basis a totally new relationship of 
theory and practice.

Nothing less can solve the problem, and 
nothing less should satisfy us. We need a vision 
of liberation and climate justice that grasps 
human development and real unalienated 
wealth as the absolute opposite of the inhu-
man law of motion of capitalist accumulation. 

Or, as Marx put it:
“[In] the modern world…production appears 

as the aim of humanity and wealth as the aim of 
production. In fact, however, when the limited bour-
geois form is stripped away, what is wealth other 
than the universality of individual needs, capacities, 
pleasures, productive forces, etc., created through 
universal exchange?...the development of all human 
powers as such the end in itself, not as measured on 
a predetermined yardstick?....[Where the human be-
ing] Strives not to remain something he has become, 
but is in the absolute movement of becoming?” 

ESSAY
This is the final of four essays on the topic: 
What Is Socialism? “Socialism and Women’s 
Liberation” by Terry Moon can be found at 
https://newsandletters.org/essay-socialism-
socialism-womens-liberation/; “Socialism and a 
Philosophy of Revolution” by Gerry Emmett can 
be found at https://newsandletters.org/socialism-
socialism-philosophy/ and “Socialism, labor 
and the Black dimension” by Bob McGuire can 
be found at https://newsandletters.org/essay-
socialism-socialism-labor-black-demension/. 
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Fridays for Future strike, Santiago, Chile, June 7, 2019.
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READERS’VIEWS
YOUTH REVOLT, FROM CHINA 

TO CLIMATE STRIKES
Raya Dunayevskaya died two 

years before the Tiananmen Square 
massacre in Beijing June 4, 1989, but 
her essay on “China’s youth revolt vs. 
Mao’s legacy” (July-Aug. N&L) comes 
to life with the unrelenting Hong 
Kong youth protests. Just as in 1986, 
today’s youth are reaching for more 
than democracy; they seek “altogether 
new human relations.” Dunayevskaya 
reveals the roots of the youth move-
ments then in their 1960s vision of a 
“communal, non-state form of govern-
ment.” Today’s protests have reopened 
the horrible wound of Tiananmen by 
showing it not as a lone man stop-
ping tanks, but laying bare how the 
Chinese state massacred tens of thou-
sands of youth. Mao’s legacy of bru-
tally repressing all but “Mao Zedong 
Thought” looms again over the Chi-
nese youth. Encouraged by the Youth

Detroit
***

A lesson of “China’s youth revolt 
vs. Mao’s legacy” is to look behind the 
rulers’ maneuvers in ideology, econom-
ics, trade and state repression to how 
they are reacting to unrest from the 
youth, from Hong Kong, from workers, 
from the migrants, from ethnic minor-
ities. “Core leader” Xi Jinping’s seem-
ing omnipotence rests as much on a 
house of cards as did Deng Xiaoping’s 
on the eve of the Tiananmen Square 
movement, which so deeply challenged 
the system that Deng stayed in power 
only by ordering a brutal massacre.

Environmentalist
Southern California

***
Hong 

Kong’s revolt 
started about 
a prison prob-
lem. If you 
were arrest-
ed in Hong 

Kong, you could be sent to mainland 
China for sentencing and punishment. 
What scares people in Hong Kong are 
re-education camps, which are an as-
sault on the mind. George Jackson 
was accused of being a communist and 
was ultimately murdered for spread-
ing communist ideas. Now the word 
communism has lost all meaning.

 David M’Oto
Oakland, Calif.

***
Millions of people in Hong Kong 

have shown remarkable creativity 
by  creating many “Lennon walls” for 
activists to post slogans and views, 
reminiscent of Democracy Wall in 
Beijing in 1979, before Deng Xiaoping 
consolidated power. They made use of 
the Cantonese language by writing 
slogans in Roman letters to confound 
mainland trolls. As of Aug. 23, they 
formed a 28-mile-long human chain, 
Hong Kong Way, emulating the 1989 
Baltic Way two years before Latvia, 
Lithuania and Estonia gained inde-
pendence from Russia.  Revolutionary

Kansas
***

Franklin Dmitryev’s article, “De-
manding a future, youth lead fight for 
climate justice,” in the July-Aug.  N&L 
showed youth demanding climate 
change and fighting for change on 
many other universal issues: in Hong 
Kong, etc. What you read in N&L you 
don’t see elsewhere, especially on the 
issues that Dmitryev defined in his 
article. Even the BBC, the best news 
source in this country due to its rela-
tive independence, has not covered the 
issues that we see regularly in N&L.

 Robert Taliaferro
Black River Falls, Wisc.

•
GUNNING FOR IMMIGRANTS
It’s horrible to read the El Paso 

shooter’s manifesto. The Chicago The-
ater is a big place. I was worried about 
the people at Lollapalooza downtown; 
it’s a huge event. I wondered would 
someone go there and kill people? I 
went to this place where people had 
been shot and therapists that worked 

there. You could tell everyone was still 
shell-shocked and the therapists need-
ed therapy. ESL teacher

Chicago
***

The latest mass killings in Texas 
and Ohio are terrible. Finally, people 
are starting to call out Trump for all 
the rhetoric he has been using that is 
enabling these damn fools to go out 
and do stuff like that and they are 
finally stepping up pressure on the 
Republicans. Prisoner

Wisconsin
***

“They’ll be coming for the immi-
grants—and for you” (see Editorial, 
p. 1) shows the power of ideas and 
the words used to express them. The 
Trump administration, by playing 
a cat-and-mouse game of “raids-no 
raids,” is using words to wear down 
resistance to the brutal treatment of 
immigrants (who are really refugees). 
If every U.S. church, synagogue and 
mosque of over 50 members adopted at 
least one refugee family, Trump would 
not be able to find any refugees to per-
secute. Susan

Detroit
***

Trump’s latest order to keep im-
migrants detained without limits 
takes our nation closer to fascism and 
must be stopped by all who hate slav-
ery. Is the pain and suffering migrants 
are forced to endure proof that the 
U.S. is the world’s greatest democra-
cy? Is this unjust treatment of the dis-
possessed the message of liberty and 
human dignity that the U.S. wants 
to send the world? The migrants be-
ing held for months without room to 
sleep or take showers only came to the 
U.S. because they were forced to leave 
conditions of economic and political 
oppression in their native countries.  
 Rama Kumar

Fairfax, Calif.

•
CIRCLING THE ABYSS

For the last two and a half years 
we have been caught in a rush of lies, 
smoke and political mirrors while the 
1% waxes richer and the rest live check 
to check. We are lied to daily, while 
intellect, analysis and free thought 
are ridiculed. #45 spews racist policy 
by tweet, saying “many people think” 
while calling U.S. journalism “fake 
news.” Democrats have to grow cour-
age/character and call the racism/vio-
lence out instead of failing to fiercely 
defend congresswomen of color. The 
Republicans have to call this out for 
what it is: fascism. Or will they be 
silent like the Germans in Nazi Ger-
many? “They didn’t smell the fumes. 
They just didn’t know.” Patt

Detroit
***

Amid the resignations and firings 
of scores of members of his adminis-
tration, his loss on the “census-citi-
zenship” questions, the court decision 
stating that his exclusion of people he 
doesn’t like from his Twitter account is 
unconstitutional, the subpoenas that 
have been approved for many of his as-
sociates, the move by the state of New 
York to make his tax returns available 
to public inspection, etc., I have a sug-
gestion as a chant for Trump’s rallies 
for the 2020 elections. It nicely dove-
tails with “LOCK HER UP!” It goes: 
“VOTE FOR TRUMP—KEEP HIM 
OUT OF JAIL FOR FOUR YEARS!”

Little Brother of Heavenly Fighting Spirit
Kalamazoo, Mich.

•
QUEER NOTES

On the death of Transgender 
woman Layleen Polanco in Rikers 
jail (“Queer Notes,” July-Aug. N&L): 
We must not let incidents like this be 

swept under the Attorney General’s 
bureaucratic rug of “pending investi-
gations” that drag on. Having served 
27 years in New York state prisons, 
I have been subjected to unprovoked 
violence by corrections staff and have 
been denied meals by theft. I have 
seen the real face of corrections, and 
it’s ugly. We must not dampen our de-
mand for an investigation and prompt 
findings in Polanco’s case. We must 
advocate for more protections for 
Transgender prisoners. L. Doane 

Fallsburg, N.Y.

•
A PRISONER RESPONDS

Certain articles in N&L conflict 
with my experiences. “Prisoners de-
bate socialism and capitalism” (July-
August N&L) says black prisoners 
are more inclined to socialism than 
whites. The rest of the article is truth-
ful and righteous. But in Georgia the 
mindsets of many African-American 
prisoners have been subverted by 
Southern culture and its embedded 
conservative values. The very corrup-
tion of this prison system reflects cap-
italism’s corrupting and decaying in-
fluence. The pillars of that corruption 
here are the African-American gangs 
which dominate the Georgia Dept. of 
Corrections and work with African-
American correctional officers and 
prison administrators to maintain 
an environment of fear, ignorance, 
oppression and violence. Both sides 
profit from the sale of contraband, 
mainly tobacco. Administrators regu-
late flow of drugs through gangs to 
pacify junkies and prevent others from 
waking up. I am a socialist and stand 
in solidarity. If Black Power must be 
strengthened to bring the revolution, 
I’m here preaching unity, evolution 
and education. There are some politi-
cal African-American prisoners who 
preach revolution, but most of them 
are from Chicago, New York, New 
Jersey or elsewhere. I’m not a Nazi or 
redneck. I wasn’t aware of any white 
privilege growing up, and the food 
stamps were hardly enough to feed me 
and my two sisters, but no one speaks 
of any of this. Prisoner 

Georgia

•
1619 AND TODAY

The New York Times had a re-
markable 400-year retrospective on 
how racialized slavery was integral to 
U.S. capitalism since its introduction 
in Jamestown in 1619. They correctly 
highlight that the Black revolt created 
the U.S. as a democracy, which it was 
not at the time of the Constitution. 
But the Idea of freedom goes deeper 
than political democracy to revolution 
in permanence, or democracy and self-
determination in every life activity, 
everyday relations. American Civili-
zation on Trial: Black Masses as Van-
guard proved how Black mass action 
has been the vanguard of the idea of 
freedom. Leaps occurred at moments 
when whites saw, not a competition, 
but an affinity in their own struggle 
with the persistence of the Black drive 
to be free.  Ron Kelch

Oakland, Calif.

•
READING N&L

It’s often a race for other offend-
ers to yell their request to get in line 
when people see the new N&L hit my 
flap.  Prisoner 

Henning, Tenn.
***

I strive to understand my world 
and effect what change I can toward 
something greater. For a long time, I 
didn’t know what that was. I now see 
a lot clearer. I may not have all the 

answers but now I understand the 
connections. N&L has been a needed 
source of objective information and ex-
panded my scope of the full struggle. 
As a political prisoner, it is easy to 
only be aware of your immediate sur-
roundings and not see how it all re-
lates.  Prisoner 

Columbia, S.C.

•
ELENA GRIGORIEVA

In St. Petersburg, Russia, the 
activist Elena Grigorieva was bru-
tally killed. Together with a lawyer, 
she turned to the police because of 
threats, but no one reacted to her 

pleas for help. Elena 
Grigorieva was a per-
petual participant of 
protests in St. Peters-
burg. In particular, 
she was detained for 
protesting the transfer 
of Indigenous lands of 
Chechnya, for actions 
against torture and 
repression and against 
LGBT oppression.

Activist
St. Petersburg, Russia

***
Elena Grigorieva, a member of 

the LGBT movement and against the 
occupation of the Crimea by Russia, 
was killed—strangled and stabbed—
in St. Petersburg. She was 41 years 
old. They kill the most decent people, 
dangerous opponents of Putin’s re-
gime and those who seek the truth in 
Russia. Rest in peace, Elena. Activist

Moscow

•
DEBORAH MORRIS

I will miss Deborah Morris. She 
was so smart, funny, and talented. I 
was in awe of her writing and grasp 
of philosophy. Philosophy was never 
tacked onto the end of her articles, she 
made it concrete. I looked forward to 
her Christmas cards—a picture of her 
cat, dressed up in holiday costumes. 
The note was about her cat’s disgusted 
expression at being so displayed. She 
was a true intellectual whose knowl-
edge stretched from the intricacies of 
human cells to art, literature, history, 
gardening, and Marx’s philosophy of 
revolution. She was a women’s libera-
tionist and in our age of Trumpism, 
I’m positive that she would want the 
struggle to continue.

Women’s Liberationist
Chicago

***
I worked with Deborah in Califor-

nia in the mid-1970s. Whether partici-
pating with Black and Latino women 
organizing a public housing project in 
Los Angeles, a Union WAGE women’s 
meeting, a Chinese women garment 
workers’ protest in San Francisco,  
or traveling to Delano for a United 
Farm Workers convention, she was a 
genuine activist who didn’t separate 
activities from writing up events for 
N&L. She helped arrange a Mexican 
edition of Marxism and Freedom and  
organized a meeting with women’s 
liberationists for Raya Dunayevskaya 
in the Bay Area. Crucially, Deb was 
indigenous to the Women’s Liberation 
Movement as an activist-participant-
theoretician. She read many women 
theorists—Sheila Rowbotham, Susan 
Brownmiller, Juliet Mitchell, among 
others—and wrote critical reviews of 
their books for N&L. A compañera 
who united feminism and Marxist-
Humanism. Eugene Walker

Mexico City

To our incarcerated readers
There are some things N&L 

cannot provide. We do not match 
up pen pals. N&L cannot help 
prisoners with individual legal 
cases, and we cannot offer legal 
advice or access to attorneys. 
This paper is a place where the 
voices of people engaged in strug-
gles inside and outside prison 
walls can be heard speaking for 
themselves. 
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Terry Moon’s essay on “Socialism 
and Women’s Liberation” (July-Aug. 
N&L) is one of a few articles that tell 
what to look for and insist on in real 
socialism. It shows how too many seri-
ous theoreticians have relied unthink-
ingly on existing capitalism to lead us 
there. The writings of Marx have laid 
the ground for understanding what a 
truly human society, measured by how 
women fare, among other things, can 
look like. Susan Van Gelder

Detroit
***

Ms. Moon’s essay demonstrates 
that what passed for “socialism” was 
nothing of the sort, and that we need 
to theorize socialism anew, beginning 
with Marx. This puts her in opposition 
to many feminists, including socialist-
feminists who failed to grapple with 
Marx’s Marxism, instead taking the 
ground of what passed for socialism/
Marxism for much of the 20th Century. 
Silvia Federici is popular but, as Moon 
notes, she mangles Marx’s concept of 
reproduction of capital. Reproduction 
of capital and reproduction of the next 
generation are crucial, but to act as if 
Marx ignored women’s role in human 
reproduction is to put up a straw man, 
rather than grappling with how Marx 
dealt with the possibilities of the full, 
free development of all of humanity. 

 Eugene Gogol
Mexico

***
I was taught that Marxism was 

bad, along with socialism and all the 
other isms. It wasn’t until recently 
that I realized how messed up our cur-
rent “democracy” is. I feel like N&L is 
the only non-biased news I get in pris-
on. Here in Fort Dix, the staff is cor-
rupt. You can’t write them up because 
they will retaliate and make your life 
a living hell.

 Prisoner 
Fort Dix, N.J.

***
I’m learning a lot more about 

Marxism now. It’s crazy how much 
mainstream America distorts Marx-
ist/humanist ideas. Publications such 
as N&L will ensure more people have 
an opportunity to learn the truth.

Prisoner 
Warren, Maine

SURVIVING THE PRISON SYSTEM
I have a very intimate relation-

ship with survivors of the Pelican Bay 
torture. But I’m so empowered and 
encouraged that others will follow the 
path that Faruq is carving out (“What 
is freedom?” July-Aug. N&L). I see you 
shining and feel your spirit. I know 
that this journey can be challenging 
from time to time. But you’ve got this.

Makini
Fontana, Calif.

***
Tehachapi’s facilities are all 

“SNY,” Special Needs Yards (“Prison-
ers endangered,” Jan.-Feb. N&L). I’m 
surrounded by sexual offenders, gang 
members, dropouts. We are hated by 
both staff and “general population in-
mates.” In SNY there are inmates that 
do not fall in either category. We are 
rebels and accept no orders, rules or 
impositions. As such, we don’t fit in 
the established prison gangs. We need 
video cameras to keep safe and use as 
evidence at disciplinary hearings.

Prisoner 
Tehachapi, Calif.

•
WOMEN FIGHT BACK

Counter-
protest to anti-
abortionists on 
July 15 is where 
we came out 
against the abor-
tion bans. When 
the anti’s saw 
us, they decided 

NOT to go to the location they’d sched-
uled: the Ogilvie Metra terminal. This 
shows that confident women’s rights 
activists can counter the anti-abor-
tionists, whose agenda includes mak-
ing abortion illegal, banning contra-
ceptives, rolling back LGBTQ rights 
and support for other right-wing at-
tacks. Gay Liberation Network activist 

Chicago
***

“Vicky,” a young woman in Britain, 
is trying to sue her biological father 
for raping her biological mother when 
she was 13 and he was 30. She said, “I 
wanted justice for my mum. I wanted 
justice for me. The ramifications of 

what he chose to do have shaped my 
entire life.” She wants to use her own 
DNA as evidence, but legal authorities 
claim she can’t since she is supposedly 
“not the victim.” It is such a contrast 
to how the religious Right here portray 
children conceived by rape as being so 
grateful to be alive that they will all 
oppose abortion for women impregnat-
ed by rapists. That attitude is a step 
away from saying rape is acceptable 
if it results in childbirth. People can 
value their own lives while saying that 
how they were conceived is not accept-
able and even that they have suffered 
because of it. Adele

Memphis
***

Sexual depredation is a result of 
the patriarchy, of gender oppression. 
Capitalism is a system of class op-
pression. But society has evolved to 
intertwine class, gender and national 
oppression so intimately that it is not 
practical to think we can eliminate 
one without the eliminating the oth-
ers. This doesn’t mean we ignore gen-
der oppression now. We expose it, and 
we demand that it be stopped wher-
ever possible. For instance, fighting 
against rape and rape in prison could 
reduce the suffering of many people. 

 Prisoner
McAlester, Okla.

•
EXPLOITING PRISONERS

The prison system is capitalism’s 
way of turning the Lazarus layer of the 
working class into a commodity. With 
incarceration costing over $30,000 a 
year, we see how valuable a prisoner 
is. The harsh drug laws and stigma 
attached to even being arrested, much 
less imprisoned, are designed to in-
sure a constant flow of “human capi-
tal” from our poorest communities 
into the coffers of Prison Inc. Joe G.

Washington DC
***

The prison and parole system is 
corrupt. It’s about making money, not 
about rehabilitating people. I would 
like to see more articles about that 
and about what we as the people can 
do. Is it really the rich got rich and the 
poor die off? Prisoner

Huntsville, Texas
***

I’ve been in the “hole” for 1.5 years 
on a vindictive and retaliatory use for 
a fight with a guard. I have been find-
ing methods to get inmates and guards 
to find a more humane and fulfilling 
relationship. Dehumanizing and mili-
tarized enforcement of corrections is 

only breed-
ing resent-
ment and 
destroy-
ing future 
transitions 
to commu-
nities. As 
an army 
veteran, I 

know well the faces of the oppressed 
and how the wave of an assault rifle 
needs no explaining. Smiles are also 
universal. N&L gives me ideas to try 
and do my part in creating unity. I be-
lieve Marx had sincere love for all and 
Humanism is where I seek change. So 
I put up “humans all around” signs on 
walls. Human in Kentucky 

West Liberty, Ky.
***

Thank you for exposing Trump for 
who he is. Without N&L and other so-
cialist literature, I would have gone in-
sane. The powers that be here attempt 
to destroy prisoners’ minds and make 
every attempt to “break” us. Abuse 
and injustice run rampant in pris-
ons all across the nation. I’ve been a 
strong advocate for unity among pris-
oners. We have the power to overcome 
oppression, but we must work togeth-
er. Until conditions are ripe for unity, I 
will resist, until the last prison is torn 
down, until the shouts of freedom and 
the end of all oppression ring in my 
ears. Prisoner 

Pennsylvania
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TO OUR READERS: Can 
you donate $5 for a prisoner who 
cannot pay for a subscription 
to  N&L? It will be shared with 
many others. A donation of $8 
pays for a subscription plus the 
Pelican Bay Hunger Strikers 
pamphlet to be sent to a prisoner. 
Prisoners are eligible to continue 
their free subscriptions when they 
first get released, a time when the 
system tries to make them forget 
the struggle.

NEW!
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VOICES FROM THE INSIDE OUT
facility, and proposing that an additional 288 beds in 
barracks housing at a men’s medium security facil-
ity.

According to the Wisconsin Center for Inves-
tigative Journalism, Evers defended his proposed 
expansion, stating, “Doing some temporary expan-
sion is doing nothing more than making it safe for 
the people that are incarcerated.” This seems to be a 
contradiction to his alleged goal of reducing Wiscon-
sin’s prison population. There is nothing temporary 
about a brick and mortar expansion of two existing 
prisons. 
THE MORE THINGS CHANGE...

Barracks are some of the most demeaning and 
stressful forms of housing for prisoners. They are 
nothing more than warehouses that offer little or no 
privacy in an environment where privacy is at a pre-
mium, and it is questionable that they are actually 
“safe for the people that are incarcerated.”

Evers’ budget proposal is a stopgap meth-
od which reneges on the campaign promises 
that he made, much to the surprise and disap-
pointment of many prisoner-oriented commu-
nity support groups, but not surprising to Wis-
consin’s bloated prison population which has 
borne the brunt of Governor-defined prison 
policies—from both parties—for the last three 
decades.

When it comes to clemency, unsigned form let-
ters were received from the Governor’s office by a 
large number of prisoners who requested clemency 
applications, hoping to be considered as candidates 
for commutation, not pardons. The letters noted that 
pardons would only be considered after a person has 
completed their sentence at least five years prior 
to applying. This would affect so few people that it 
would be substantially the same policy as promul-
gated by Scott Walker during his tenure as governor. 
There is no indication that a commutation process is 
being considered by Evers.

Though Evers appointed new personnel 
to top positions at the Wisconsin Department 
of Corrections and the Wisconsin Parole Com-
mission—who are outside the culture of nepo-
tism that existed in the past—very few changes 
are evident within Wisconsin’s correctional 
culture that continues to systemically reject 
custody changes and parole requests, especial-
ly when it comes to long-term prisoners.

When confined, the only coin that a person has 
that is worth a damn is what comes out of their 
mouth and how they act upon the things that they 
say. It’s unfortunate that politicians, despite es-
poused good intentions, rarely have that same basic 
convict integrity. 

continued from p. 1

Creating homes for ex-prisoners 
Editor’s note: Homecoming Project coordinator 

for Impact Justice, Terah Lawyer, spoke in July at a 
community event in Oakland, Calif., about her trans-
formation in prison and the Homecoming Project.

Oakland, Calif.—I went into prison at age 18, a 
crazy, reckless teenager, with a 15-to-life sentence. 
I served the entire 15 years. I was re-
leased last November.
FINDING FREEDOM IN PRISON

I grew into a woman in that cold 
place, waking up every day to the 
bare walls, trying to find some deeper 
meaning in that hard exterior concrete 
jungle. I did. I found freedom while in 
prison, through education, spiritually, 
as a connection with other people. 

I was in a sea of brokenness. 
When I looked out at the yard I would 
see more and more broken people, 
who all wanted connection, healing 
and freedom, whatever that means at 
any given moment.

It’s important to get support, 
to see ladders to help you climb 
above what you see before you. 
The prison system is designed 
to depreciate your perspective 
of yourself. I knew from early on 
that this wasn’t “it.” I knew that 
hurt people hurt people and that 
healing comes in various more 
humane ways than imprisonment, 
which wasn’t allowing people to tap into their 
best selves.

Many individuals, including myself, had a his-
tory of trauma and abuse that gave them the ability 
to excuse their behaviors, impulses, anger and hurt. 
But once you give that person true genuine human 
love, given freely, people respond in kind. Sadly, that 
does not come from guards or prison “rehabilitation” 
programs. It comes from each other, from folks expe-
riencing incarceration. Those who are a little stron-
ger help those who might be a little weaker, and so 
on.

Coming home, I decided that my life belongs 
to my community. I gave up the selfish ideas and 
drives that make you want, want, want, that endless 
want. People coming out need assistance, some more 
than others. There are mothers, people with mental 
health issues, financial issues, etc. We have to meet 

people where they are at and ask 
them, what do you want for yourself?

Through the Homecoming Proj-
ect, I am helping to address some of 
the needs of people who spent a long 
time in prison. Technology is very dif-
ferent, but also just navigating the 
systems, the cost of living, for exam-
ple. A McDonald’s sandwich used to 
be $3, now it’s $10. Adjustment is a 
big thing, it’s a trauma to come back, 
especially for long-term prisoners.
PEOPLE OPEN HOMES, HEARTS

It’s an incredible idea to ask 
people in the community to open up 
their homes if they have an extra bed-
room, to house someone coming out of 
prison for up to six months. We would 
pay them to live in your home, but it 
still seemed crazy! Yet it’s working! 
We placed our first participant in Au-
gust 2018. We are blown away by the 
outcomes. The intention was to just 
give people housing. There is such a 
draught of housing, especially in the 
Bay Area. We found that the first five 

prisoners we placed tapped into their potential way 
above an average level. 

Our first participant found employment in 
nine days! It is not “normal”! Others went back 
to college and completed their Bachelors’ de-
grees. Others have been hired by Google. When 
individuals have their first survival need met, 
which is housing, they can focus on their po-
tentialities, pursuing their heart’s goals, be-
coming community members that you would 
be proud to call your neighbors.

There are so many applicants who want hous-
ing. If you are willing to become a host, I will learn 
about who you are, your lifestyle preferences. I will 
select participants who will be compatible with your 
home’s rules, etc. You meet the prisoner, and then 
the participant and the host choose each other. We 
are just a matchmaker. We partner every one of our 
participants with a community navigator who also 
was incarcerated and now is aware of what services 
are available. They help track the prisoner’s re-en-
try goals and make sure they can meet them. They 
help people reach their potential by just extending a 
helping hand.

I could have been homeless; I could not have 
done it on my own without a helping hand. We need 
each other: you know things I don’t and vice-versa. 
Unless we are able to share spaces and open up, we 
will all be in the dark, or just in our own silos of un-
derstanding. That’s not the way we should live.

Reducing recidivism
Every week in the U.S, over 10,000 prisoners 

are released from federal and state prisons. But 
nearly seven out of ten people who are released are 
arrested again within three years. When someone is 
arrested again and sent back to prison, it is known 
as recidivism. It is a huge problem. The discussion 
about what causes people to return to those horrible 
prison conditions hasn’t started. Our society has 
gotten so used to locking people up and forgetting 
about the human beings we have put into cages that 
it doesn’t even faze us.
RECIDIVISM REFLECTS SOCIETY

The failure of our prison system and the high re-
cidivism rate is a reflection of our society, and what 
it says about it isn’t pretty. Recidivism is a societal 
problem, and it will never get better if it is never 
addressed.

There is a small segment of the population that 
should be segregated from society. But violent crimi-
nals aren’t the issue here. The recidivism problem 
lies with people who are incarcerated for non-vio-
lent crimes—especially drug offenses. The majority 
of the 2.3 million people in confinement are there 
because of nonviolent offenses, and these are often 
people with addiction problems and mental health 
issues.

For decades, harsh drug laws have led to 
incarceration instead of approaching mental 
health and addiction in helpful ways that don’t 
just help the offender, but society as a whole. 
Politicians who are “tough on crime,” instead 
of trying to figure out ways to prevent people 
from being locked up and helping them get em-
ployed, continue to be elected.

Even though it is evident that drug legalization, 
treatment programs, and education are much more 
successful and helpful alternatives compared to in-
carceration, these approaches continue to be ignored 
and society instead relies on inhumane methods of 
dealing with people who need our help.
A CATCH-22 ENSNARES PRISONERS

These aren’t just people who refuse to follow the 
law. Many grow up in poverty, have little education, 
are unemployed, and don’t have a loving support 
system, which leads to poor decisions that put them 
behind bars.

When they are released from prison, they be-
come felons, which makes it nearly impossible to 
find a job or a place to live. When a person is re-
leased, they have the clothes on their back and about 
20 bucks in their pocket. What would you do if that’s 
all you had and no place to go?

No one wants to go back to prison, and prisoners 
will say that they will make changes in their lives. 
Why do they fail? It’s because society makes it im-
possible for them to succeed.

First, there are the technical rules of pa-
role. If you lose your job, don’t have transpor-
tation to keep an appointment, don’t tell your 
parole officer that you moved, or fail to make 
your payments, the parole officer can issue 
you a violation and send you back to prison.

Then, there are the people who go back to prison 
because they are arrested again, and this happens 
because people don’t have the tools or support to be 
productive citizens. If no one will hire you, how can 
you support yourself? How do you survive?

To see a reduction in violence and crime we need 
to look at the harsh drug laws and the sentences 
judges are handing out. If we want to tackle the opi-
oid epidemic, we need to turn to treatment instead of 
incarceration. And, if we want to reduce recidivism, 
society must be willing to give people a chance to 
work and live without having to turn to drugs and 
crime to survive.

Instead of spending millions of dollars to lock 
people up, society should be spending that money on 
education and treatment. If we don’t, the revolving 
door that sees millions of people return to prison will 
never close. —Ron Stefanski

Ron is the creator of Prisoninsight.com, which 
helps prisoners’ families and friends better navigate 
the prison system

Terah Lawyer

Now in 
affordable 
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Russia: From 
Proletarian 
Revolution 
to State-
Capitalist 
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Revolution 
Selected 
writings of 
Raya Dunayevskaya

To order see page 7

Petersburg, Va.—The UNICOR corporation uses 
federal prisoners for labor, paying 23¢ to $1.15 per 
hour. Other federal prison jobs only pay 12¢ to 40¢ 
per hour.

UNICOR jobs are highly valued, especially by 
prisoners owing thousands to millions in restitution 
or with families to support. Veterans get preference.

I make 12¢ per hour 4.5 hours a week. 
That buys one medical visit or four stamps 
per month. Still, I do not envy UNICOR work-
ers. They work rush job “death marches’’ 15.5 
hours a day with unpaid lunch and dinner but 
no other breaks, several days in a row. Even 
workers over age 75 do this. I consider this 
slave labor by any reasonable or even sane 
standard. 

The UNICOR here at Petersburg Low is a print 
shop. UNICOR is not supposed to compete with U.S. 
companies or provide them the competitive advan-
tages of slave labor. To justify printing comics, they 
reportedly say companies such as BS Source Point 
Press are Japanese, not American.

Yet the books are clearly for American markets. 
The art uses American styles. The language is col-
loquial American English.

Federal overreach and draconian sentencing 
with vague and overbroad laws ensure a reliable 
supply of slave labor. Antiquated machines nowhere 
near OSHA safety standards further reduce costs.

Nevertheless, the printing is excellent and af-
fordable. So, I am sure, were cotton products in the 
antebellum South, for much the same reasons. Slave 
labor is definitely mainstream!

At the bottom it says, “Printed in the USA by 
KrakenPrint.” There is no mention of UNICOR or 
prison labor. Do customers think they are support-
ing independent comics, or do they know they sup-
port slave labor? Do they care? Does slave labor 
make comics more collectible? —Eric Pepke

UNICOR slave labor
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Mexico City—The huge metropolis of Mexico City 
is forever being reconstructed, including office build-
ings, hotels, commercial shopping centers, etc. Con-
struction now means the total destruction of the for-
mer pueblos of the original city, some of which had 
retained characteristics of their history and culture 
when becoming city neighborhoods. 
ORIGINAL PUEBLOS BEING DESTROYED

One such place is Xoco in the south of the city. 
Destroyed over decades, the most recent blow is the 
construction of Mítikah, a monstrous multi-multi-
storied compound of several towers with offices, res-
idences, and shopping centers. The last straw was 
the arbitrary decision of the Mitikah owners/build-
ers to cut down 53 large trees in the center of one 
of Xoco’s streets, to make room for God knows what. 

Protests erupted, blocking busy streets. 
Assemblies of the remaining Xoco residents 
were called. Below are interviews with Xoco 
residents. 

�
I came to live in Xoco 55 years ago in my grand-

mother’s house. The town was mostly land. I saw 
horses; there were farms and orchards, cows and 
pigs, too. We lived quietly. People lived in part by 
what they produced. Some worked as foremen at 

the Almazán, ranch which has now become the 
Bancomer Center [A huge banking center]. 

The city was growing so much that they 
have continually been taking us out. Many 
neighbors have gone, selling their land. This 
situation became extreme in 1975-85, with the 
construction of the banking center and the 

building of a national movie theatre complex. 
People left Xoco very hurt because of the cost 
of living: increasing property values and tax-
es, and the cost of water. We began to see more 
construction. It didn’t seem like a dramatic 
change to me. 

But in 2007-08, a very strong boom began. Even 
factories in the area disappeared. Suddenly there 
was not enough water, and we had to use a pump to 
get the water to the water tank. I went to the Neigh-
borhood Committee and their answer was: “You will 
not understand, because you are not an architect.” 
XOCO NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZED

By 2018 fortunately we had the Xoco Assembly. 
The authorities said they are going to put in a well 
and that it would draw six million liters of water. 
But Mítikah was already being constructed and it 
was going to require eight million. Complaints by 
the thousands were made. We were organizing and 
began to see the consequences of the Mitikah proj-
ect. When this past May 53 trees were cut—some-
thing that the city government never gave permis-
sion for—Mitikah’s intentions were clear. 

—Alvaro, 
descendant of original Xoco family

It hurts how the streets have become construc-
tion sites. With so many cars they have damaged the 
little pavement we had. With so much traffic we can-
not pass, we cannot cross. They have taken away my 
tranquility, my health, the peace I had. I often used 
to go outside. We were like a big family, we all knew 
each other. Now many have left. They had to sell for 
economic reasons. This year I paid 12,000 pesos of 
property tax while three years ago I paid about one 
thousand. —Julia

In 1953 Xoco was still a town. But it began to 
change when Juan Andreu Almazán’s ranch was 
sold in 1972. But now with the Mitikah tower, what 
most affects the few of us who remain is the drain-
age. At least we want to have things done right: wa-
ter and drainage facilities. Right now we cannot do 
much because we are so few. Also, the councilor who 
is negotiating with the Mitikah people might have 
sold us out.

 Our own people are divided: the original owners 
and the new neighbors. Even so, we are defending 
ourselves through the Assembly. We are not selling. 
It is still a fight.  —Zeferino, 

a native of Xoco

Fifty years after the Stonewall Uprising—re-
garded as a catalyst for the modern Queer Rights 
movements worldwide—LGBTQ people have made 
strides in human rights but face lingering or even 
sharper oppression.

After repeated police harassment and arrests, 
patrons of the New York City Stonewall Inn—a pop-
ular bar for LGBTQ people—were fed up. On June 
28, 1969, police once again began to arrest patrons, 
who fought back and started the three-day riot. 
Transgender women of color were key participants, 
including Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera, for 
whom a memorial will be built. 

For years, the contributions of Trans-
gender people were ignored in the name of 
“respectability” by many early Queer rights 
groups in the U.S. 

On this anniversary, let’s look at recent events 
that exemplify the state of human rights for Queer 
people worldwide.

►  In most U.S. and Canadian cities, Pride pa-
rade marchers have no reason to fear harm. How-
ever, Washington D.C. marchers and onlookers scat-
tered after a gunman began firing. 

►  Participants and supporters in the Detroit 
Pride parade were alarmed by armed neo-Nazis, 
protected by police, holding a protest march within 
Detroit’s parade.

►  Internationally, Mayor Trustkolask of 
Bialystok, Poland, gave the go-ahead for the city’s 
first Pride march. Marchers were outnumbered four 
to one by counter-protesters who verbally and physi-
cally assaulted them. 

►  This year’s exceptionally festive Pride Parade 
in Sao Paolo swelled with marchers who saw it as 
vital, feeling that Queer rights in Brazil are under 
threat from anti-Queer President Jair Bolsonaro. 
He was appalled at a Brazil Supreme Court ruling 
that homophobia, like racism, should be treated as 
a crime.

►  India’s Supreme Court dismissed a case that 
was seeking same-sex marriage, adoption and surro-
gacy and the right of LGBTQ people to serve openly 
in the military. The court argued that LGBTQ rights 
are not human rights and, therefore, the rights they 
were seeking are not an extension of a Sept. 6, 2018, 
ruling that decriminalized consensual homosexual 
sex. 

►  Botswana joined African nations Lesotho, 
Sao Tome and Principe, Seychelles, and Angola 
in decriminalizing same-sex relationships. While 
Botswana’s president Mokgweetsi Masisi is support-
ive of LGBTQ rights, Attorney General Abraham 
Keetshabe plans to appeal the high court’s ruling.

►  Bhutan’s parliament voted to repeal its 
colonial-era anti-sodomy laws. The National Council 
needs to pass the bill, which will then head for royal 
assent. Meanwhile, 70 countries still criminalize 
same-sex relationships.

►  The European Parliament passed a reso-
lution affirming Intersex people’s rights to bodily 
autonomy. It strongly encouraged governments to 
ban non-consensual so-called normalizing surger-
ies that make bodies appear either female or male, 
performed on children before they reach the age of 
consent. 

►  In the U.S., North Carolina’s Democratic 
Governor Roy Cooper signed an executive order that 
bans state funding for so-called gay reparative ther-
apy, which is so often forced on LGBTQ youth.

This mixed bag of gains and oppression after 
50 years of LGBTQ demands for liberation make it 
clear that this world must undergo a total transfor-
mation so that all people become truly free.

—Elise

Homeless in jeopardy
San Francisco—On May 28, just after 9:30 AM, 

students in a lecture room at University of California-
Berkeley noticed a man slumped backwards in a 
desk. When two of them attempted to check on him, 
they realized with shock that he was dead. His name 
has still not been made public, but we know that he 
was homeless and often took shelter on campus. In 
the Daily Cal of July 18, one student expressed his 
trauma and that of his fellow students: 

“This man was 58 years old. He died…alone in 
a university auditorium, 20 years younger than the 
national average…How long will we wait before we 
realize this is a problem?”

Then on June 21, Clyde Jones, 61 years old, 
was found dead on Durant Ave. at Fulton St., 
and on June 23, 63-year-old Thomas Francis 
Chockla was found dead one block away on 
Bancroft at Fulton, both less than three blocks 
from the center of downtown Berkeley.

Homelessness has skyrocketed in the San 
Francisco Bay Area in the past two years. Accord-
ing to the latest Point-In-Time count, it has grown 
by 47% in Oakland since 2017 to around 4,200. Over 
half of the un-housed in Alameda County are Black, 
while African Americans make up only 11% of the 
county’s population. Seventy-eight percent of today’s 
homeless once had housing in the county. In San 
Francisco the official homeless count is over 9,700, 
but many people believe that it could be twice as 
high. Many of the new homeless are native or long-
term San Franciscans, not recent arrivals.
AN ARTIFICIAL DISASTER

This homelessness disaster is artificially cre-
ated. The San Francisco Chronicle of March 17 re-
ported that a study by Lending Tree determined 
that there are now 100,000 empty homes in the Bay 
Area, enough to house the homeless several times 
over. Local activists have estimated that as many 
as 30,000 to 35,000 rental units in San Francisco 
are being withheld from the market by landlords. 
Evictions are rampant, as renters often have few re-
sources to defend themselves, even in cases that are 
clearly illegal. Single Resident Occupancy hotels are 
being converted to condos in alarming numbers. 

At the same time, speculators in housing con-
struction have run amok with demolitions of exist-
ing structures in exchange for cheaply built high-
rises that resemble office towers, worse than the 
old “Communist-bloc” housing. Some claim to have 
a few “affordable units” but they are out of reach for 
most people. Poor and middle-income people are be-
ing driven out of entire neighborhoods. Even young 
tech workers are forced to rent closet-sized units for 
$1,200/month or more. The Bay Area is losing much 
of the cultural life that it was once famous for. 

The tech industry is not the only force 
pushing the Bay Area in that direction. Of 
equal importance is the fact that foreign inves-
tors, enriched by inhuman labor conditions in 
their own countries, are parking their assets 
in the U.S. where they feel safe. 

After a recent assault on a resident by a home-
less man along the Embarcadero, wealthy residents, 
already opposed to a “Navigation Center” planned for 
their area, are now spreading claims about homeless 
people that resemble the “Willie Horton” ads used by 
the elder George Bush in his 1988 campaign. Real es-
tate interests have been spreading such propaganda 
for years, but the hate speech is getting worse. 

The movement for change is growing and it has 
even caused a small rift in the Democratic Party. AB 
1482, the Tenant Protection Act, introduced in the 
State Assembly by Assembly member David Chiu, 
may offer some small but badly needed relief. In the 
larger picture a social earthquake may be building. 
The Bay Area that once offered so much promise 
to so many is damaged beyond hope of reform. The 
present crisis calls for a total uprooting of the crush-
ing inhuman capitalist social relations under which 
we live. We need to rid ourselves of illusions and 
keep our eyes and ears open. —Malcolm

Stonewall at 50

The plan for the complete Mitikah monstrosity, which, if completed, 
would destroy acres of the original Xoco community. 
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protests without penalty, later bowed to China and 
vowed to fire activist workers. Their CEO was forced 
out. Then they fired the union leader.

This movement has maintained and expanded 
itself even as each new demonstration takes place, 
in spite of the lengthening shadow of intervention 

by the Chinese army (PLA) crossing the border from 
the neighboring city of Shenzhen into Hong Kong. 
China made a show of military exercises practicing 
quelling an urban rebellion as an unsubtle threat to 
the people of Hong Kong. 

Communist Party of China officials even 
gloated that all they had to do was open the 
border at Hong Kong Bay Port and outraged 
citizens acting for the government would 
quickly put an end to demonstrators and their 
protests. And in this cyber age, they employed 
weapons of war to twist the news that Chinese 
on the mainland have received on the web. 
Twitter belatedly disabled over 900 accounts 
that Beijing had directed to derail dialogue 
within Hong Kong. 

The authorities in Hong Kong had already de-
ployed their own thugs suspected of ties to the lo-
cal Triads, wearing white shirts to contrast with the 
many protesters clad in black. On July 12 they beat 
up protesters with pipes and bamboo sticks, injuring 
dozens. Demonstrators had also found police spies 
and provocateurs among their ranks.
PROTESTERS: AVOWEDLY ‘LEADERFUL’

One defense against legal retaliation was to 
be well-organized but decentralized and avowedly 
leaderless. This was a lesson learned from the after-
math of Occupy Central. Increasing pressure from 
Beijing forced Hong Kong authorities to charge and 
convict identified leaders of that blockade of streets 
fully four and five years afterwards. One Hong Kong 
protester called the movement not leaderless, but 
leaderful, relying on the initiative of many leaders 
coordinating with their own comrades and with sym-
pathetic groups.

Rulers rely on rulers, even those who are 
supposedly trade opponents. When Donald 
Trump spoke with Xi Jinping at the G20 Sum-
mit, Trump got no concessions on the tariff war 
he had started with China, but he did promise 
Xi that he would not speak in support of the 
opposition in Hong Kong. Trump even echoed 
the official line of officials in China and Hong 
Kong when he called protesters on the streets 
and at the airport “rioters.” When he adds that 
they are terrorists, we will know that he was 
listening closely to Xi.

Xi has been even more effective at gathering 
support for China’s concentration camps in Xinjiang 
and harsh occupation in Tibet. China has been 
suppressing Uyghur language and criminalizing 
Muslim religious practices. That has not prevented 
Egypt from expelling Uyghur refugees back to Chi-
na, and Saudi Arabia from fully endorsing China’s 
action against “Islamic terrorists.”

Xi’s outrages are a legacy of the imperial ambi-
tions of Mao Zedong after taking power in 1949. Lit-
erally imperial ambitions. Mao ignored the example 
set for Marxists after the 1917 Russian Revolution 
when Lenin recognized the self-determination of 
Poland, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia. In-
stead Mao was intent on using the PLA to recreate 
the farthest reaches of emperors. Military invasion 
added “autonomous” provinces of Xinjiang and Ti-
bet, and suppressed Tibet’s revolt in 1959. 
XI CONTINUES MAO’S EXPANSIONISM 

Xi has doubled down on Mao’s adventurist ex-
pansion, and the increasing pressure on Hong Kong 
is just one example. Before 1997, Hong Kong capi-
talists were the greatest source of capital for export 
production. To preserve that pipeline of capital, Chi-
na agreed to conditions for decolonization, restoring 
the British colony of Hong Kong under “One Coun-
try, Two Systems.” 

There is little nostalgia for British rule within 
the population, despite Beijing publicly seizing upon 
a few demonstrators waving a British flag. British 

colonial rulers in 1967 used tactics against picketers 
at an artificial flower factory strike that would be 
familiar under today’s Legislative Council, includ-
ing police brutality and the use of tear gas—and the 
Riot Act. 

Any expression of sentiment in Hong Kong 
for independence from China has arisen from 

the increasingly blatant control of the 
institutions of power by Beijing, 28 
years before full reunification. 

For decades Taiwan could shrug off 
threats of forced reunification, at first by 
the 7th Fleet as the U.S. protected the forc-
es of the Nationalist Party after the victori-
ous Chinese Revolution in 1949 had driven 
them to refuge on Taiwan. Later, from 1992 
when China began using foreign capital to 
extract the surplus value from two genera-
tions of Chinese workers, investment from 
Taiwanese capitalists was second only to 
that of Hong Kong. Any threats to Taiwan 
from Beijing were just bluster when it de-
pended on that capital. 

Most threats were directed at political 
movements for Taiwan independence. Near-
ly two-thirds identify exclusively as Taiwan-
ese and most of the rest as both Taiwanese 

and Chinese on an island annexed by the Chinese 
Empire just two centuries before Japan ruled it for 
50 years. Taiwanese solidarity demonstrations with 
Hong Kong protesters come as Xi expands into wide 
swaths of the South China Sea. Chinese-constructed 
islands make future threats to the integrity of Tai-
wan real indeed.
TIANANMEN SQUARE—NEVER AGAIN

On June 4, the people of Hong Kong, as they 
had done for 30 years, marched to memorialize the 
1989 massacre of students and worker activists oc-
cupying Beijing’s Tiananmen Square in a movement 
for freedom and democracy. Activists also opened a 
June 4 Museum in time for the 30th anniversary. 
The 180,000 who marched were representing, once 
again, all the people in China who could not demon-
strate without being beaten and jailed.

That responsibility is far from focused on 30 
years ago. The Chinese courts under the control of 
the Communist Party of China—what the people of 
Hong Kong began marching to avoid—have swept up 
factory workers and avowedly Marxist student-work-
ers along with anyone that Xi’s government deems a 
dissident. 

To be a worker or a Marxist under rulers 
who oversee the second largest private capi-
talist economy in the world—but who still find 
it useful to underpin the authority of the Par-
ty by giving lip service to workers and Karl 
Marx—is to be a target. 

By contrast, Trump expressed his praise for 
leader Deng Xiaoping for acting with strength to 
crush the occupation of Tiananmen Square. The 
contrast could not be greater between the solidarity 
among freedom movements and the collusion among 
leaders of the ruling class. 

continued from p. 1
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Hong Kong masses fight rulers
In early August, the reactionary Hindu na-

tionalist (Hindutva) government of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and his Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) unilaterally abrogated the limited autonomy 
the state of Jammu 
and Kashmir had been 
granted under Article 
370 of the 1950 Indian 
Constitution. 

Tens of thousands of occupation troops poured 
into the state, joining the hundreds of thousands 
already there. Hundreds of local political figures—
many of whom had previously collaborated with the 
BJP—were arrested, along with dissidents and in-
dependence activists. Schools were closed, tourists 
told to leave, and communication with the outside 
world was cut off. 

Nevertheless there have been continu-
ous reports of large demonstrations and 
resistance.

Kashmir, India’s only Muslim-majority state, 
has long been a disputed region between India, Paki-
stan and, to the north, China. Its limited autonomy 
included the right to its own constitution, flag, and 
internal laws. It was able to determine rights to resi-
dency and property ownership. No longer.

Modi proposes to create two new regions: Jam-
mu (Hindu majority) and Kashmir (Muslim major-
ity); and Ladakh (Buddhist majority). Historically, 
Kashmir’s syncretic culture draws on all these 
groups. He presents this repression as a step toward 
incorporating Kashmir into his vision of a capital-
ism with roots in ancient religious texts of high-
technology gods.
REACTION FEEDS REACTION

This move shocked many around the world. But 
it has its basis in reactionary historic developments, 
from the Bosnian genocide of the 1990s to Russia’s 
genocidal bombing of Syria’s Idlib today; from Com-
munist China’s concentration camps for Uyghurs to 
the acceptance of these camps by all “Muslim” state 
powers.

As for the major world powers, Russia has 
largely taken Modi’s side. China has taken a 
hands-off approach that amounts to tacit ac-
ceptance. Trump has offered his own services 
as mediator between India and Pakistan—in 
other words, he has asserted his own, and 
U.S. imperialism’s, centrality to this changed 
world.

One measure of brutality and hypocrisy was 
taken by the Indian government’s claims that their 
aim was to “emancipate” Muslim women, followed 
almost immediately by vulgar “jokes” about “marry-
ing the white-skinned women of Kashmir.”
GANDHI’S SECOND ASSASSINATION

History records that Indian independence lead-
er, Mohandas K. Gandhi, was assassinated in 1948 
by a Hindu fanatic offended by Gandhi’s “persistent 
pandering to the Muslims” over Kashmir. This “pan-
dering” was simply the recognition of the humanity 
and basic rights of the people of Kashmir.

As Gandhi had stated, “What will happen to 
Kashmir will depend on you, the people of Kashmir.” 
The incomplete nature of Kashmir’s self-determina-
tion is what was enshrined in the Indian Constitu-
tion, a document drafted by B.R. Ambedkar, a Bud-
dhist opposed to the caste system. Its abrogation is 
one aspect of Modi and the BJP’s effort to transform 
India along the lines of Hindutva.

Indian feminist scholar Banu Subramani-
am describes this mutilation of history using a 
surgical metaphor: “Hindu nationalists bring 
the past and present together into one seam-
less story of a past sutured to the present, with 
a firm excision of the middle years of colonial-
ism and conquest, in particular the histories of 
Islam” (Holy Science: The Biopolitics of Hindu 
Nationalism, 2019). 

What is thus excised is the actual history of In-
dian struggles for freedom and self-determination, 
along with the multicultural creativity that accom-
panied them. It is the kind of ever-shrinking story 
the bourgeois world, in its intractable crises, tells 
itself as it circles the abyss.

Kashmir in our 
changed world

EDITORIAL

Some of the hundreds of thousands in the streets of Hong Kong, June 16, 2019.

In August, Russia saw the largest wave of pro-
tests in years. The immediate cause was the govern-
ment’s refusal to allow opposition candidates on the 
ballot for Moscow city council elections. The dem-
onstrations grew in size and spread to other cities, 
when riot police beat down and arrested hundreds of 
peaceful protesters.

By Aug. 10, 60,000 marched through cen-
tral Moscow. Many were young people who 
had never engaged in protests before. Officials 
were quick to place blame on foreign agents, 
as they had in the last major wave of dissent 
in 2012.

But continual falling standards of living, politi-
cal repression, the recent hike in retirement age to 
65 years for men (40% of Russian men will not live 
that long), and the expense of Putin’s genocidal war 
in Syria have fueled this round of discontent. As one 
woman said, “The elections are just part of it. We 
need change.”

There has also been a series of high profile pris-
on abuse scandals, including torture and the use of 
slave labor. A new law will increase the use of prison 
labor which some have compared to the Soviet-era 
gulags. Half of the world’s prisoners are held in just 
three countries, Russia, the U.S. and China.

—Gerry Emmett 

Protests in Russia

Read Crossroads of 
History: Marxist-
Humanist writings on the 
Middle East, by Raya 
Dunayevskaya
Only $8 postpaid 
through October 31.
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Idle No More in S.F. 
Oakland, Calif.—On Aug. 15, San Francisco Ex-

tinction Rebellion co-hosted a panel with Idle No 
More featuring Kanahus Manuel, who organized 
“tiny house warriors” to stop the Trans Mountain 

pipeline. The Secwepemc people built tiny houses in 
the path of the pipeline on territory that was never 
ceded to Canada or its province of British Columbia.

Kanahus Manuel recounted the history 
of tar sands oil projects destroying water re-
sources as well as the rape culture and un-
solved disappearances of Native American 
women that comes with the “man camps” hous-
ing the pipeline builders. The added pipeline 
is projected to greatly increase oil pouring 
into super-tankers at British Columbia Pacific 
ports for export to the U.S.

Idle No More SF Bay, a local Native American 
group, is asking for help to stop the deep dredging 
of the San Francisco Bay, which will release an im-
mense amount of industrial pollutants that have 
accumulated there. The poisonous dredging is to 
accommodate the British Columbia super-tankers 
bringing crude oil from the Trans Mountain pipeline 
to refineries that line miles of the East Bay coast. To 
protect the Bay, they are asking kayakers and others 
to stay out on the water to stop the dredging.

The native peoples’ movement is thoroughly 
international and aligned with the September 20 
Global Climate Strike, which they were keen to sup-
port. —R.K.

 Subscribe to News & Letters
Still the only Marxist-Humanist 
paper in the U.S. and still only 
$5/year for 6 issues (see p. 7). 
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by Buddy Bell
Eighteen thousand medical students in 

Morocco have been boycotting classes and intern-
ships over the last three months of the school year. 
Many of them traveled to the capital Rabat on May 
30 to protest the country’s scarcity of residencies in 
public hospitals and also to demand the introduc-
tion of paid residencies. 

A national push for more doctors (partly a re-
sponse to strikes of doctors protesting their own 
low wages) led the country to allow its first private 
medical schools to open in 2016, but three years 
later there are not enough openings for residen-
cies. On June 10, testing rooms for final exams re-
mained empty. Saad Mazouni, a student organizer 
from Marrakesh, explained to Al-Monitor that the 
students will take their exams only once they can 
ensure they will be able to proceed on a track to be-
come doctors. “We want to return, on the condition 
that we have communicated our rights.”

* * *
An 11-year-old girl in Hawke’s Bay, New Zea-

land, tried out for the boys’ rugby team at inter-
mediate school. Accepted as halfback, Briar Hales 
played as the only girl on the team. Last spring, the 
principals of other area schools decided to enforce 
a prohibition on girls for an upcoming rugby tour-
nament on June 26. They announced that Hales’ 
school would not be awarded any points if she 
played. Hales was ready to drop out of the event, 
but her teammates insisted she was part of the 
team and asked her to play anyway, which she did.

* * *
High school senior Kaiya Yonamine is 

Okinawan-American. While visiting her mother’s 
native island over spring break, she filmed a short 
documentary about a 23-year-old protest against 
a U.S Navy base near the town of Henoko. Upon 
screening her documentary at her own high school 
in Portland, Ore., Yonamine told Oregon Public 
Broadcasting: “There’s a very big media silence go-
ing on in Japan and America. One of my main goals 
for making this documentary is to show it to the 
U.S. audience, Okinawan audience, and everyone 
else in the world.”

San Francisco is 
dangerous for youth

San Francisco—Not long ago in early June, I was 
waiting for a train in the 24th Street BART station 
when a very young man approached me and asked 
me for a donation to “Playaz….” or something like 
that. I was tired and in a hurry, and told him that 
I want to know more about it and so I’ll catch him 
later when I have a moment. 

He looked at me calmly, and put up his fist and 
we exchanged a fist-bump. I was so impressed that 
I talked about him with my friends. Then, on July 
8, just after midnight, there was the sound of sirens 
and we learned that someone had been shot at 24th 
and Capp Streets, not 200 yards from the station. 
When the Wednesday paper came out, I saw the 
young man’s face on the front page. He was Day’von 
Hann, 15 years old, who was part of United Playaz, 
a youth anti-violence group. 

San Francisco is a very dangerous place 
for young people, especially minority youth, 
and is one of the most segregated cities I know 
of. There has been an epidemic of police mur-
ders of Black and Latino youth since 2008. 
Conditions got worse under the brutal, money-
fueled administration of Jerry Brown, Kamala 
Harris and State Senator Scott Wiener. San 
Francisco’s white liberals need to awaken and 
look around at what is really going on. 

Rather than talking about real problems, we are 
bombarded with nonsense about “urban planning,” 
“algorithms” and “systems models,” the ultimate 
treatment of people as objects and the dehumaniza-
tion of thought. This, coupled with the government 
abuse of migrants who are in fact our closest neigh-
bors from the United States of Mexico and Central 
America, and who are the best friends that we don’t 
acknowledge, makes for a grim reality that we have 
to face and uproot. 

This loss of 15-year-old Day’von Hann under-
lines that those in power have little concern with 
what is happening to so many young people. We will 
do differently. I will remember Day’von.

—D. Chêneville

Mexican and U.S. teachers’ dialogue
The July-Aug. N&L article, “Teachers debate 

how to oppose ‘reform’” in Mexico, reaches back to 
world history and forward to the ongoing teachers’ 
struggles in the U.S. In the same issue in the essay 
“What Is Socialism?” Terry Moon writes of the 1871 
Paris Commune, where “women like Louise Michel 
completely transformed the education system, edu-
cating girls and boys together (rare in those days), 
taking classes outside so that children could have 
fresh air, bringing nature, music and poetry into the 
classrooms and throwing the clergy out of education 
so that children could learn the truth, not dogma.” 
KARL MARX AND EDUCATION

In Capital, Karl Marx, a passionate supporter 
of the Paris Commune, had repeatedly blasted child 
labor and all its horrible consequences to the child’s 
mental and physical health. Yet as a dialectician he 
could see that “the germ of the education of the fu-
ture is present in the factory system.” 

The Factory Acts sent child laborers to school 
for a few hours per week, where “factory children…
although they received half the education of the 
regular day students, yet learnt quite as much and 
often more…this education will…combine produc-
tive labor with instruction and gymnastics, not only 
as one of the methods of adding to the efficiency of 
production, but as the only method of producing fully 
developed human beings” [emphasis added].

One hundred and two years later, at 
Wounded Knee on the Pine Ridge Lakota res-
ervation in South Dakota, American Indian 
Movement activists withstood a 70-day siege 
by the U.S. government (supported by conser-
vative tribal leaders). There besieged, chil-
dren and adults learned their true history: the 
Trail of Broken Treaties that forced Native 
Americans off their lands and sent children to 
government boarding schools far from home 
where they were often abused, demeaned and 
punished for speaking their native languages.

It is important to know that one’s own move-
ment is part of a long history—all too often hidden 
from us. The specifics of earlier struggles and vi-
sions of what education can be provide guidance for 
today’s battles. In the U.S. as in Mexico, teachers 
have articulated visions of the kind so beautifully 
expressed by all the contributors in the study circle. 
DON’T EAT THE JUNK OF CAPITALISM

The year before the 2013 march in Jalisco of 
nearly 25,000 teachers (a huge accomplishment!), 
Chicago teachers were able to transform their union 
and, together with their school communities, change 
the narrative from “more money and better work 
conditions” to focus on “the schools our students 
deserve.” (https://www.ctulocal1.org/reports/schools-

chicagos-students-deserve-2/) Since then, statewide 
teachers’ strikes (West Virginia, for one) have been 
able to carry that focus forward—although on a re-
cent TV show a clueless host asked strike partici-
pants, “So your strike is not only about pay?” 

That is why all teachers need to remind 
themselves of Graciela’s description of “a com-
munity in Morelos with a project different from 
the State’s plan of reproducing an education 
system that produces labor power for transna-
tional companies…the teachers don’t just let 
students eat the junk capitalism offers.” And 
think about Claudia’s vision: “imagine we are 
in a collective where there is available every 
type of knowledge, ability and tool that a hu-
man being requires to live among others. That 
is education.”

I look forward to learning from the teachers’ 
rebellions and more of this kind of discussion from 
Mexico, and to sharing thoughts and experiences 
from El Norte. Adelante con la lucha!

—U.S. teacher
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Green Detroit!
Detroit—”Make Detroit the Engine of a Green 

New Deal” was the unifying cry for over 2,000 people 
who rallied in Detroit to send a message of environ-
mental justice to the July 30 Democratic presiden-

tial candidates’ debate held here. Surprise! Sur-
prise! The mainstream media was glaringly absent. 

A wide range of organizations—including about 
50 teenaged young people from a Jewish day camp, 
Extinction Rebellion of SW Michigan, the Sunrise 
Movement and the Michigan League of Conserva-
tion Voters—brought people out. Petitions for a 
ballot initiative to ban fracking in Michigan were 
circulated—AGAIN—because last year the state 
Republican administration had rejected it, and the 
new Democratic administration is not fighting to 
overturn that rejection. 

The largest contingent came from SEIU Local 
73, which represents, among others, building main-
tenance workers. Their leaders who spoke linked the 
“Fight for Fifteen” to the quality of life for all human 
beings on the planet. 

The rally included poetry, music and 
speeches. A Chippewa (Ojibway) elder said, 
“Guaranteed food, education, medical servic-
es…you can’t have any of that in a good way 
unless you have clean water, clean air, healthy 
land to live on. You can’t grow healthy food 
on contaminated land…[I]n our traditional 
teachings, we have a ‘medicine wheel.’ The 
center represents balance and harmony with 
nature…Right now, humans are collectively 
pretty far away from that center.…”

Water warrior Monica Lewis-Patrick led the 
crowd in an impassioned denunciation of govern-
ment policies and indifference to human beings 
which created the polluted water in Flint, Mich., and 
its ongoing harm to Flint’s children’s health.

Darryl, an organizer of the demonstration, stat-
ed, “Right now the idea of a Green New Deal is an 
empty box and it is up to us to fill it.” From the so-
cially, geographically and ideologically diverse crowd 
in attendance, it was clear that a variety of ideas and 
activities would be promoted. For Marxist-Human-
ists the choice will be to support and develop those 
concepts and actions that foster a society based on 
human needs; not those that fall within capitalism’s 
framework. —Susan Van Gelder

Kanahus Manuel speaking of Native Peoples’ oppression and 
resistance in Canada.

Holding hand-made sings proclaiming, “The BIGGEST storm climate 
change is creating is the YOUTH” and “It’s getting hot in here, so take 
off all your corporate support,” Detroit youth greet the Democratic 
presidential candidates.
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Who We Are And What We Stand For
News and Letters Committees is an 

organization of Marxist-Humanists. It has 
always stood for the abolition of capitalism, 
both in its private property form as in the 
U.S., and in its state property form calling 
itself Communist, which appeared as the 
Russian Revolution was transformed into 
its opposite. That retrogression anticipated 
the next stage of development—the age of 
state-capitalism. We stand for a society of 
new human relations, what Marx called a 
new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation—activities 
which signaled a new movement from prac-
tice that was itself a form of theory. News 
& Letters was created so that the voices of 
revolt could be heard unseparated from the 
articulation of a philosophy of liberation.

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist-
Humanism, was Chairwoman of News and 
Letters Committees from its founding to 
1987. Charles Denby (1907–1983), a Black 
rank-and-file autoworker, author of Indig-
nant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal, was edi-
tor of the paper from 1955 to 1983. 

The articulation of the relationship be-
tween the movement from practice which 
is itself a form of theory and the movement 
from theory to philosophy is reflected in 
Dunayevskaya’s three major works.

Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 un-
til Today (1958), established the American 
roots of Marxism while presenting a com-
prehensive attack on present-day Commu-
nism, which is a form of state-capitalism. It 
re-established Marxism in its original form 
as “a thorough-going Naturalism or Human-
ism,” while pointing to the new Humanist 
philosophy expressed by the working class. 
It presented history and theory as emanat-
ing from the movement from practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to 
Sartre and from Marx to Mao (1973), writ-
ten after the failed revolts of the 1960s, ar-
ticulated the integrality of philosophy and 
revolution as the characteristic of the age 
and, tracing it historically, caught the link of 
continuity with the Humanism of Marx. As 
against the vanguard party, the integration of 
dialectics and organization reflects the revo-
lutionary maturity of the age and the passion 
for a philosophy of liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and 
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (1982) ex-

plores Marx’s body of ideas from his discov-
ery of a continent of thought and of revo-
lution in his youth to the “new moments” 
of his last decade. Written for our time of 
revolutions in developing countries, the 
rise of the international women’s liberation 
movement, and global economic crisis, it 
reveals the absolute challenge to make real 
Marx’s “revolution in permanence” as the 
determinant for the relationship of theory 
and practice and as ground for organization.

These works spell out the philosoph-
ic ground of Marx’s Humanism. American 
Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard 
(1963, 1983) concretizes it on the American 
scene and shows the two-way freedom road 
between the U.S. and Africa.

In 1989 News and Letters Commit-
tees published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 
philosophic breakthrough—her two letters 
on Hegel’s Absolutes—and her 1987 Pre-
sentation on the Dialectics of Organization 
and Philosophy in The Philosophic Moment of 
Marxist-Humanism. 

This body of ideas challenges all those 
desiring freedom to transcend the limita-
tions of post-Marx Marxism. In light of the 
crises of our nuclear-armed world, climate 
change, and failed revolutions, it becomes 

imperative not only to reject what is, but 
to further work out the revolutionary Hu-
manist future inherent in the present. The 
recreation of Marx’s philosophy as Marxist-
Humanism is recorded in Dunayevskaya’s 
archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection—
Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its World 
Development, deposited at Wayne State Uni-
versity in Detroit and available to all.

We aim to continue to develop 
Marxist-Humanism and make it available 
to all who struggle for freedom. In oppos-
ing this capitalist, racist, sexist, heterosex-
ist, class-ridden society, we have adopted a 
committee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party “to lead.” 

We participate in all class and freedom 
struggles, nationally and internationally. As 
our Constitution states: 

“It is our aim…to promote the firm-
est unity among workers, Blacks and other 
minorities, women, youth and those intel-
lectuals who have broken with the ruling 
bureaucracy of both capital and labor.” We 
do not separate mass activities from the ac-
tivity of thinking. 

Send for a free copy of the Constitution 
of News and Letters Committees or see it 
on our website: www.newsandletters.org. 
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Puerto Ricans stand up for dignity
In recent years Puerto Rico has experienced a 

series of vicious blows. In 2006, U.S. tax breaks for 
industry were allowed to expire, resulting in mas-

sive capital flight. The 
global economic crisis that 
began in 2008 made this 
even worse.

In 2016, the U.S. Con-
gress placed Puerto Rico 
under the Financial Over-
sight and Management 
Board. This resulted in 
drastic cuts to public ser-
vices, pensions, health care 
and schools. All this even 
before the hurricane hit. 

Puerto Rican activ-
ists have made the point 
that the island has often 
been used as a testing 
ground for U.S. rulers, 
from the naval bomb-

ing runs over Vieques to the more recent tax 
breaks for corporations and individuals that 
were meant to attract new capital but have 
mostly attracted post office boxes and gated 
communities of the wealthy.

These social “experiments” have always been 
meant for the benefit of the colonialists, not the 
people. 
AGAINST THE ‘SHOCK DOCTRINE’

So Rosselló’s insults were seen in literal terms 
of life and death. The ground for this, the indigna-
tion and inspiration, was Puerto Rico’s long history 
of resistance to colonialism and capitalist austerity. 
In her book The Battle for Paradise (2018), Naomi 
Klein described the many movements of resistance 
that fed into recent protests.

In fighting what Klein terms the “shock doc-
trine,” the imposition of anti-human economic poli-

cies in the wake of social disasters, Puerto Ricans 
“have been preparing for this moment for genera-
tions, from the height of the independence struggle 
to the successful battle to kick the U.S. Navy out of 
Vieques, to the anti-austerity and anti-debt coalition 
that peaked in the months before Maria.”

As Klein points out, the two worlds of the rul-
ers and the ruled are starkly opposed in the strug-
gle over what kind of society will emerge in Puerto 
Rico—a blank slate wiped clean by disaster and 
overwritten by the logic of capital, or a vision of a 
more human future created by the masses reaching 
for freedom and dignity.

Andrew of Britain, and Crown Prince Mohammad 
Bin Salman of Saudi Arabia, the current power 
behind the throne. His alleged accomplice was 
Ghislaine Maxwell, the British socialite daughter of 
newspaper magnate Robert Maxwell.

The many allegations of human trafficking 
now surfacing involve other wealthy and aris-
tocratic names. There are perhaps parallels to 
the way the Panama Papers exposed the cor-
rupt offshore banking practices of the ruling 
class, but even uglier. 

One fascinating aspect of this story is Epstein’s 
courting of scientists, particularly those engaged 
with artificial intelligence and behavioral research. 
Why? It is reminiscent of capital’s embodiment in 
China’s high-tech surveillance state, the science 
fiction-infused caste politics of India’s Narendra 
Modi, and the planning of “smart” cities by Middle 
East oil and U.S. tech billionaires. 

From echoes of the novels of Marquis De Sade 
to dystopian science fiction, this predator’s story 
touches on the past and future of class society.

Epstein took many secrets to his miserable 
grave. For the sake of his countless victims, these se-
crets—his collaborators and fellow abusers—should 
be relentlessly pursued and exposed. “Conspiracy 
theories” aside, he also left many harsh truths in 
plain sight.

The many implications of Jeffrey Epstein

The Sudanese Revolution reaches a crossroads, 
with the accord between the revolutionary Forces 
for Freedom and Change and the genocidal Tran-
sitional Military Council signed on Aug. 4. On the 
one hand is the vision of a democratic Sudan defined 
by the rule of law, human rights, a free press, peace 
and freedom; on the other, a military dominated by 
General Hemedti, the genocidal butcher of Darfur.

It is a “unity” that can’t hold. 
The armed defenders of Darfur, South 

Kordofan, and Blue Nile are forced to reject 
this artificial unity because they are its ab-
solute opposite. The revolutionaries of Khar-
toum are forced to accept it, for the moment, 
or be plunged into further massacres.

It is the kind of revolutionary dilemma that 
can’t be placed only on the backs of the masses. The 
Sudanese revolutionaries must receive the practical 
and theoretical solidarity of all who aspire to a bet-
ter world. It isn’t too much to say that this is the 
universal dilemma of our contemporary world.

It also isn’t too much to say that this type of di-
lemma is exactly why Marxism exists.
RESPONSIBILITY OF THEORETICIANS

The death of Syrian revolutionary icon Abdul 
Baset Sarout while fighting Assad’s genocide in 
Idlib, on June 8, brought memories of the high point 
of the Syrian Revolution in Homs in 2012. Sunni soc-
cer star Sarout and the Alawite actress Fadwa Sulei-
man then led massive, multi-ethnic demonstrations 
calling for freedom and dignity. It was a crossroads 
for the world.

The Syrian Revolution had reached out to 
all humanity. In the words of Sarout’s friend 
and comrade Khaled Abu Salah, it spoke: “We 
ask, do the Syrian people not belong to your 
community, the human community? Bread 
alone is not enough for humans to live. But 
there are people on this earth who are still 
without bread. They are calling to you, inheri-
tors of the Age of Enlightenment, in the name 
of the absolute value of human life.”

This call, sadly, disgracefully, wasn’t answered. 
It represented a failure—not of the Syrian revolu-
tionary masses, but of the theoreticians and activ-
ists who failed to rise to the historic moment, who 
failed the test of world politics. The rethinking that 
has been so striking among Free Syrians, in memory 
of Sarout, must become a moment of new theoretical 
clarity for the world freedom movements.

We all stand alongside the revolutionaries of 
Sudan and Syria at those crossroads of history, be-
tween freedom and genocide.

Sudan and Syria 
test revolutionaries

The Jeffrey Epstein affair is not just one more 
celebrity scandal, although it implicates famous 
names from show business, fashion, and high society 
alongside those from the top echelons of government 
power.

Epstein’s alleged suicide in New York City’s 
Metropolitan Correctional Center on Aug. 10 adds 
one more layer of obscurity to his twisted life story. 
There is much that will never be known about this 
wealthy man who raped and abused countless young 
girls yet mixed with some of the wealthiest and most 
influential people in the world. 

The known facts tell a larger story about 
the decadent state of capitalist society. In the 
words of one of Epstein’s victims, Virginia 
Giuffre, “Jeffrey thought it was absolutely 
brilliant how easily money seduced all walks of 
life. Nothing or no one that couldn’t be bought.”

The total corruption of the U.S. legal system 
was plain to see in the way his 2008 non-prosecution 
agreement landed Epstein a token sentence while 
slandering his underage, working-class victims as 
“prostitutes.” (A detail withheld from the girls them-
selves.) This happened despite the FBI, under then-
Director Robert Mueller, having full knowledge of 
the extent of his crimes. Why?

Epstein’s social circle included figures as 
prominent as former President Bill Clinton, Prince 

by Gerry Emmett
Nearly 3,000 died when Hurricane Maria dev-

astated Puerto Rico in 2017. Ex-Governor Ricardo 
Rosselló “joked” in a text 
message, “Don’t we have 
some cadavers to feed our 
crows?”

When this and other 
texts became public in July, 
it sparked outrage and pro-
test among Puerto Ricans 
fed up with government 
corruption. Mass demon-
strations spread to include 
hundreds of thousands 
on July 22 in the capital, 
San Juan. The crowds re-
jected Rosselló’s contempt 
for humanity, his sexism, 
homophobia, and elitism. 
They refused to be intimi-
dated by tear gas and rubber bullets.

Women were prominent in the movement. 
As Zoán Dávila-Roldán, a spokeswoman for 
Colectiva Feminista en Construcción, told The 
New York Times: “Women have been some of 
the main participants. Women from all kinds 
of occupations have taken to the streets. And 
I think it’s been because of that recognition of 
state violence, and how the state enacts vio-
lence on them.”

On July 24 Rosselló was forced to resign.
SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVASTATION

Rosselló’s texts hit so hard because they ex-
pressed the truth of what the ruling class thinks of 
the people they rule. All the indignities of 120 years 
of U.S. colonialism, economic exploitation, and racist 
violence—of government by and for the oppressor—
stood naked.

La Puerta, clandestine street artists in Puerto Rico, painted black 
over a red, white and blue Puerto Rican flag on a building as an 
“act of resistance” and it is now a wide symbol of defiance.


